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REVIEWS. 
LOCAL REPORTS, 

The London Naturalist, 1932. 
PAPERS of interest to ornithologists are :•—" The Great Crested Grebe 
in the London Area " by F. A. D. ilollom, with some very interesting 
figures regarding the numbers present on the London reservoirs in 
various months in 1931 and 1932 ; " At the Bird T a b l e " by Stuart 
Boardman details observations on Tits made by the use of coloured 
rings ; and " Birds in the London Area, 1932". This last is a valuable 
yearly report to which fifty observers contributed notes, and the 
following items which, have not already appeared in our pages may be 
mentioned : Rock-Pipit (Anthus s. petrosus), one on December 31st 
a t King George V, Reservoir, Essex, one on February 20th, and one 
October 15th at Barn Elms Reservoir, Surrey; Heron (Ardea c. 
cinerea), Essex, Wanstead Park, 24 pairs nested, Surrey, Gatton Park, 
one pair nested, Hersham 15 pairs and Richmond Park approximately 
33 pairs ; Common Sandpiper (Tringa hypoUucos), single birds seen on 
several occasions in winter months in 1931 and 1932 at Surrey Reser
voirs ; Little Gull (Larus minutus) a t Staines Reservoir on November 
21st ; Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyia) near Hounslow on February 14th. 

Report of the Cambridge Bird Club, 1932. 
I N this excellent Report we find that the Hobby, Great Crested Grebe, 
Woodcock and Water-Rail were found nesting in 1932 in Cambridge
shire, and there appear to be no previous authentic records of the 
breeding of these birds in the county. A heronry at Bottishara Park 
had twelve nests in 1932 and this is an addition to our [928 Census. 
This heronry dates from about 1850, but was subsequently deserted 
and then re-colonized about 1890. This makes three existing heronries 
now known in the county. A number of interesting birds were again 
seen at the sewage farm and these are reported on by W. R. D. Harrisson. 
An article on the winter distribution of the Starling, showing roosts and 
flight lines in the southern portion of the county, is contributed by 
M. E. W. North, who was assisted in making observations by a number 
of other members. 

Report of the Oxford Ornithological Society, 1932. 
T H I S Report, which covers Oxfordshire, Berkshire and Buckingham
shire, has become the most important local ornithological report we 
receive. This year the arrangement of the systematic notes is im
proved bv keeping all the notes referring to each bird under its species 
heading, the observations from each county being separated in para
graphs, instead of having separate lists for each county. This portion 
of the Report contains a large number of useful observations, the most 
notable of which appear to be the following :-—A pair of Black-headed 
Gulls (Larus r. ridibundus) nesting on Otmoor, the first record for 
Oxfordshire; a Rock-Pipit (Anthus s. petrosus or, less likely, littoralis, 
but certainly not spinoletta) clearly identified at Startopsend Reservoir, 
Tring on October 16th is a new bird to Buckinghamshire and Hertford
shire, for it crossed the boundary ; a Red-necked Phalarope (Phalaropus 
lobatus), which was picked up dead on October 18th near Newbury, 
is an addition to the Berkshire list ; and the discovery of a heronry 
in a very thick spruce plantation at North Aston, Oxfordshire, which 
was overlooked in the Census of 1928 and does not appear to have been 
previously recorded in print, though it has existed for at least twenty 
vears and in 1932 had six to eight occupied nests. 
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Resides the section devoted to systematic notes, this Keport contains 
special reports on the local distribution of the Stonechat, Whinchat 
and Redshank, a report on Ringing, an account based on the Great 
Crested Grebe investigation of 1931 in the three counties concerned, 
with a comparison for 1932, in which year occupied and possible waters 
were revisited and showed a slightly smaller total, but it is stated that 
there is no reason to suppose that the maximum density has yet been 
reached ; and a report on the birds at the Reading Sewage Farm 
from 1922 to 1932, by H. M. YVallis and J. I). Wood. To the latter 
paper, which will interest many, is appended a systematic list with 
notes on 132 species which have been observed at the farm. The only 
breeding bird of note is the Shoveler, and the chief interest lies in the 
passing migrants (chiefly waders), as readers of this magazine will 
know from a number of notes that have appeared on the subject. Of 
recent years, especially from 1928 to 1932, there has been a great 
decline in the number of waders, but in 1932 there was a sudden 
marked revival, and such birds as Sheld-Duck, Turnstone, Ruff, 
Curlew-Sandpiper, Black-tailed Godwit and Little Gull were seen. 
This is attributed to changes in the methods of sewage disposal and 
variation in the number of ponds produced. The question of possible 
routes of waders across country is discussed in connexion with observa
tions from other places, and this is a subject which we hope will be 
thoroughlv investigated at some time in the future. 

Report on the Birds observed in Hertfordshire in 1931. 
MR. C. OLDHAM is responsible for this excellent report, which has many 
points of interest. We may draw attention to an interesting detailed 
account of nest-building by Song-Thrushes (Turdus ph. clarkei), a 
great passage of Hirundines and Swift, at Tring Reservoirs in May, 
the breeding of Garganey (Anas querquedula) at Elstree and probably 
at Tring. and occurrences of all the Grebes—the Red-necked (Podiceps 
griseigena) at Tring in September and October. 

Dorset Phenological Report for 1932. 
T H I S is issued by the Dorset Natural History and Archaeological Society 
and is compiled by the Rev. F. L. Blathwayt, and is concerned chiefly 
with birds. The Buzzard has become so plentiful in its chief centres 
that extensions may be expected and a pair is recorded as attempting 
to breed in east Dorset. The Great Crested Grebe bred in this county 
for the first time. A party of six Black-tailed Godwit visited Poole 
Harbour in February. A bird seen near Whitenose on June 13th and 

identified as the Eastern Black-eared Wheatear ((Enanthe h. 
melanoleuca) is not described in detail and it is impossible to judge of 
its correctness, but we should have been inclined to have placed it 
within square brackets. 

Report on Somerset Birds, 1932. 

[NTERKSTING points in this Report are the continued inland nesting of 
Raven and Peregrine, the increase and extension of range of the 
Buzzard and the reported breeding of the Pochard at Blagdon—the 
first record for the county. Special reports are given of the status of 
the Wood-Lark, Nightingale and Red-legged Partridge. 

Report of the Devon Bird-watching Society, 1932. 

IN this Report a Yellow-browed Warbler (Phylloscopus inornatus) is 
reported as having been seen at Exeter on March 27th, a very unusual 
date. At first sight the observer thought it was a Goldcrest. but a 
prolonged view convinced him of the species, though no detail is given 
to show how the bird differed from a Goldcrest. Several Black-tailed 
God wits are reported. 
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Report on the Birds of Wiltshire for T931. 
I N this Report there are several notes of special interest about which 
we should like further particulars. The Pied Flycatcher (Muscicapa 
h. hypoleuca) is stated to have bred near Chute and both birds of the 
pair were watched at the nest, but no indication is given of the site. 
A Goshawk [Accipiter gentilis) is said to have been seen by a keeper 
at Stourton on October 7th, but the identification appears to have been 
uncertain and we think this note should have been enclosed with 
brackets. Several Buzzards were reported in summer, which points 
to breeding. The Peregrine Falcon (l<alco peregrinus) is recorded as 
having bred on Salisbury Cathedral after an absence of two years. 
A flock of a dozen Dotterel (Hudromias morincllus) is reported in early-
spring from Paverstock. The most cryptic note of all is tha t under 
Common Bittern (Botaurus s. stellaris), " Reported breeding in the 
county in 1930". Such a statement is really worthless without evi
dence, which could have been given satisfactorily without indicating 
the locality, and certainly the interesting nature of the observation 
makes it deserving of proper treatment. 
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