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SOME HABITS OF THE STONE-CURLEW. 
BY 

G. BIRD. 

(Plates 4 & 5.) 

FOR several seasons I have watched Stone-Curlews {Burhinus 
as. cedicnemus) in Suffolk. Perhaps one of the most out
standing points of interest is their habit of returning to 
exactly the same haunts each year to nest. Had my hide for 
observation been weatherproof it could easily have remained 
from one season to the next in exactly the same spot, for 
the returning bird made scarcely any perceptible movement 
from the former site. Still more remarkable was the case of a 

STONE-CURLEW: Chicks 3 days old hatched about September 13th, 1932. 

(Photographed by G. Bird.) 

young one hatched and ringed in 1929. The following 
season, 1930, I photographed this bird of the previous year 
at the nest where it had been hatched, the ring on its foot 
clearly showing it to be the same bird ; while this season, 
1933, I have again photographed the chick of 1929, standing 
over its clutch of two eggs, on the same site. One wonders 
what has become of the parent whose place it has taken ? 



STONE-CURLEW : Returning stealthily and with some suspicion 
to nest. 

(Photographed by G. Bird.) 
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Although I have watched Stone-Curlews at the nesting 
site from as early as the second week in March, they have 
always appeared to be already paired. During the courting 
period various scrapes have been seen and the actual site 
of the nest noted some days before the eggs were laid. Little 
excitement or display takes place during courtship, the 
habit of these birds being reserved and stately, and it is 
scarcely even possible to detect which is male and which 
female. 

The eggs are laid on alternate days and incubation takes 
place as soon as the second egg has been laid, the period being 
twenty-six to twenty-seven days. The chicks, which are 
weak on their legs at first, soon leave the nest. (A pair 
this year, having hatched out in the evening, were seen 
several yards away at an early hour the next day). Their 
habit is to shuffle along with extended wings and legs, and 
head forward. 

It has often been asked why the two eggs of the Stone-
Curlew lie on the ground without touching. I took the 
accompanying photograph to show the habit of the bird 
standing between the eggs with one foot (her usual custom) 
and not standing with legs wide apart over the eggs, as most 
brooding birds. 

Both birds take part in incubation, the one not sitting 
acting as sentinel for the other, occasionally coming up quite 
close to the sitting bird, but never remaining there for long. 
The sentinel stands in a convenient shelter some distance 
away ; should real danger be noted, the bird utters that weird 
mournful wail resembling that of a human being in great pain. 

It has been generally thought that only one brood of the 
Stone-Curlew is reared each year, but I was able to record 
recently hatched j-oung on September 13th, 1932, which goes 
to show that at least occasionally two broods may be reared, 
this date also creating a record for late hatching {antea, Vol. 
XXVI., p. 201). 
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STONE-CURLEW : Approaching nest. 
(Photographed by G. Bird.) 
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STONE-CURLEW : About to settle on nest. Note position of foot between the eggs. 
(Photographed by G. Bird.) 


