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SOME H A B I T S OF T H E BRITISH WOODPECKERS. 
BY 

N. TKACY. 

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER. 

F O R the last two years I have been watching specially the 
three British Woodpeckers near King's Lynn, Norfolk, and 
the following notes are the result of my observations of the 
Great Spotted Woodpecker (Dryabates m. anglicus). At the 
end of the breeding-season the sexes appear to separate and 
do not come together again until the following spring. At 
7.15 a.m. on March 14th, 1933, a male Great Spotted Wood
pecker was busy opening up fir cones at a favourite place in 
my wood, when a female settled on a dead branch of a Scots 
pine just over my border and started to drum. The male 
took no notice but went on opening up cones. The female 
drummed three times and then flew away. The next morning 
at the same time the male was again opening up cones a t 
the same place and again the female drummed from the same 
branch it had used the previous day. The male paused in 
his work and hopped up to the end of the branch in which 
it had fixed its cone and drummed in answer, it then went 
back to its cone and worked at it for three minutes. Again 
the female drummed and the male hopped up to the end of 
the branch and answered it. The male then flew off and cut 
off a fresh cone and fixed it in the cleft and began to split 
it open. For the third time the female drummed and the male 
left his cone, hopped up to the end of the branch, drummed 
back an answer, and then flew away towards the female. The 
next morning I saw them chasing each other through the trees 
on the other side of the road and drumming to each other 
from any handy branch. 

On April 13th, 1932, I noticed tha t a pair of Great Spotted 
Woodpeckers had started to excavate a nesting hole in an 
old dead silver birch s tump in my wood. They made very 
little progress until the 30th, upon which day I erected a hide 
near the stump and spent most of the day watching them at 
work. I went into the hide at 9 a.m. At 9.5 a.m. the male 
flew up to the nesting-hole, went in and started to hammer 
at once. I t worked for five minutes, then came out back
wards with its beak full of chips and threw them over its 
right shoulder. I t then went into the hole again and came 
out with another beakful of chips. I t did this fourteen times 
and then went into the hole again and worked for another 
five minutes, when it backed out and did the same as before. 

K 
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It kept on hammering and throwing out chips alternately 
until 9.45 a.m. when the female flew up to the stump and settled 
near the hole. The male then came out of the hole and flew 
away to the left and the female worked round to the hole, 
stopped just outside, preened itself for about three minutes, 
gave four taps inside the roof of the hole, hopped round to 
the side of the tree and then flew off to the right. I then 
left the hide for a time. When I returned at 10.50 a.m. the 
male was again at work. It carried on as before until 11.20, 
at which time it was resting outside the hole, when the female 
flew into a neighbouring tree. The male flew away and soon 
after the female, followed without even looking at the hole. 
I then left. I returned for a few minutes at 12.10. The 
male was still busy throwing out chips. At 1.50 the male 
was again at work. The first time it came out it carried on 
as before, but the next time instead of coming out of the hole 
it remained inside and just put its head out and broadcasted 
the chips with a sweeping movement of its head from left 
to right. It got on much quicker this way, throwing out a 
beakful about every second, whereas before it took four seconds 
each time. It repeated this several times throwing out 20, 
28, 26, 11 and 21 beakfuls. Next time it varied its procedure 
by coming out backwards with a beakful, then went in and 
brought out two more beakfuls. It then appeared to find 
out that this was too slow, as it went back and stayed inside 
and threw out 26 more beakfuls. Each time after it had 
thrown all the chips out, it came out head first, waited outside 
for half a minute and then went in again. The male worked 
on until 2.42 and then flew away. It was back again in three 
minutes and worked away as hard as ever. I then left the 
hide. At 4.15 p.m. I returned. The male was working in 
the hole and continued until 4.45 when I left. 

May 1st was practically a repetition of the previous day 
except that on this day I saw the female work for the only 
time. At 11.35 a-m- t n e male was working in the hole when 
the female flew up to the hole and looked in. The male flew 
out and away and the female went in and threw out three 
beakfuls of chips and then came out and flew off in the 
opposite direction to that taken by the male. The male 
worked hard until the evening of May 7th, by which time I 
think the hole was nearly finished. 

On May 1st I had seen two Starlings near the hole and I drove 
them away, and on the 6th, seeing a Starling looking into 
the hole, I drove it away and later on shot it. On May 8th 
I was watching the hole at 8.30 a.m. when the male Wood-
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pecker flew up and settled on the tree just below and to the 
right of the hole. A Starling was watching from the next 
tree. It suddenly pounced on the Woodpecker and struck 
it a sharp blow on the back of the head with its bill. The 
Woodpecker turned round and grappled with it, and they 
both fell to the ground with their claws locked together. 
I ran up and chased the Starling away, and the Woodpecker 
flew up and settled half-way up the stump, then hopped up 
to the top and stayed there for about a minute shaking its 
head from side to side. It then flew away. I went and got 
my gun and when the Starling came back I shot it. Shortly 
afterwards another Starling flew up, but this I unfortunately 
missed. In the meantime a pair of Redstarts had been flying 
about near the hole, so I began to fear that it was doomed. 
At 9.40 a.m. the male Woodpecker was back in the hole 
clearing out a few chips, when the female flew up and settled 
just above the hole. It worked down to the hole and put its 
head in and then moved down to about two feet below the 
hole and remained like this for five minutes looking round in 
all directions. After the female had been quite still for ten 
minutes, it stretched one of its wings and then froze for 
another ten minutes. Suddenly a Starling flew down and 
attacked the female and she flew away, and the male came out 
of the hole and flew after her. Three minutes later the male 
Woodpecker flew back and went into the hole again. 

The fight for the hole went on until the following Sunday; 
sometimes the Woodpeckers were in possession, and some
times the Starlings. The Starlings would start taking dry 
grass into the hole and as soon as they left the Woodpeckers 
would take it out again. One morning I saw six Starlings 
flying round the top of the tree. In the meantime, I had been 
busy with my gun and altogether had shot ten Starlings. 
The end of it was that the Woodpeckers and the Starlings, 
if there were any left, gave up the hole and it was unused 
during the season. 

On May 16th I saw the male Woodpecker excavating 
another hole in a silver birch just outside my wood, and about 
two hundred yards from the old nesting-hole. The tree 
proved too tough for it and after working for an hour or two 
it gave it up. About two days afterwards I went away for 
a holiday and lost sight of the Woodpeckers until June 14th. 
On this day I was passing a dead beech tree near my gate when 
I heard young Woodpeckers calling from a hole near the top 
of the stump. I spent several short sessions watching the 
young being fed and found that the old birds took an equal 



120 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. XXVII. 

share in the feeding. Most of the food brought consisted of 
small dark flies which were obtained from oak apples, the 
ground under the oak trees being littered with the remains. 
The birds fixed these in any convenient crack on a branch or 
cleft in the bark and hacked them to pieces. Sometimes they 
used the same clefts in which they cut up their fir cones. I 
also on several occasions saw them on the ground splitting 
open oak-root galls, in situ, for the grubs contained therein. 
They would also hack dead birch branches to pieces for the 
small white grubs. On some occasions they brought cater
pillars. The general way of feeding seemed to be for one 
of the young Woodpeckers to come to the entrance and put 
its head out. It would then open its beak wide and the old 
bird would push its bill right to the back of the young one's 
throat. The parent would do this three or four times, then 
wipe its bill on the side of the tree and fly off for a fresh lot 
of food. The tree that contained the nesting-hole was 
situated just beside a busy main road, and I think the birds 
were not fed so often as they would have been in a 
quieter situation. 

The night before the young left the nest I went into the 
hide at 8.40 p.m. At 8.45 the male flew to the hole with a 
bunch of flies in its bill. It fed one of the young ones twice, 
then wiped its beak on the side of the hole, then hopped to 
the top of the stump, hammered there for a few seconds, and 
then " gicked " and flew away. At 9.10 the female flew up 
to the hole and fed one of the young ones, then hopped just 
above the hole and caught one or two flies, then bent down 
and pushed its beak to the back of the young one's throat, 
then went quickly into the hole and was in for about eight 
seconds. It then flew out quickly with a lump of excreta, 
which it carried to the other side of the road. It was back 
again in about eight seconds and looked into the hole. It 
then hopped to the top of the stump and after a second or 
two flew away. I left for a few minutes and at 9.24 the female 
flew out of the hole and across the road. At 9.28 the male 
flew up to the hole and fed one of the young ones four times 
and then worked round the tree and flew away. At 9.32 the 
female flew up to the hole and went straight in. The noise 
made by the young ones gradually subsided and at 9.38 
p.m., when I left, all was silence. The female was still in the 
hole. 

Early the next day, June 27th, all the young Woodpeckers, 
except one, left the hole and went off with the female and I 
never saw them again. The last young one stayed in the hole 
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until the next morning, being fed by the male in the mean
time. I noticed that when it left it was making a sound very 
much like the " gick, gick" of the old birds, but rather more 
highly pitched and more rapid. For three weeks after leaving 
the nest this young one remained in the care of the male and 
I often saw it being fed. It would open its beak wide and 
flutter its wings and keep up an excited " gick, gick ". One 
evening when the two were together in the top of a silver 
birch, one of them started making a noise like castanets. 
It seemed to be rattling its mandibles together very rapidly, 
but the birds were so hidden by the leaves that I could not 
see which one was doing it. One morning the young one 
was missing and for the rest of the year the male was alone. 

During the spring of 1933 I had seven Great Spotted Wood
pecker holes under observation. These I have numbered in 
the order in which I found them. Nearly all my observations 
were made at Numbers 1 and 2. In Numbers 3, 4 
and 6 the rightful owners were turned out by Starlings. 
Number 7 was too far off for me to spend much time 
watching. 

Number 5 was a hole which I found being excavated at 
the end of November and beginning of December, 1932. One 
day towards the end of April, as I was passing the stump, I 
saw the male bird fly out of this hole. I thought that 
perhaps it might be used for nesting purposes, as every time 
I went past a bird flew out of it. I noticed, however, that it 
was always a male, so came to the conclusion that it was 
using it for roosting purposes. I believe that all the British 
Woodpeckers roost in holes at night time, and often in the 
day as well. I have put all three kinds out of old holes at 
different times of the year. If, during the breeding-season, 
there is not a convenient hole somewhere in the vicinity of 
the nest for the male to roost in, it will soon make one. I 
have several times seen a male Great Spotted Woodpecker 
excavating a hole in August and September. 

Number 4 belonged to the pair of Woodpeckers that were 
turned out of the hole in the silver birch in 1932. They 
started excavating early in April at the top of the same birch 
stump and about four feet above last year's hole. Starlings 
were already building in the latter. On April 13th I saw 
the male Woodpecker dancing about on the tree just outside 
the Starling's hole. It put its head in several times and then 
flew away. Soon a Starling came out of the hole and also 
flew away. The Woodpecker returned and started to pull 
the nest out, but soon tired of this and left. About a fort-
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night after the Woodpecker had been turned out of Number 
3, I saw the male bird fly up to the hole and start pulling the 
Starling's nest out. The Starlings do not always have it 
all their own way. Some years ago they turned a Great 
Spotted Woodpecker out of a hole in a very rotten silver 
birch. In a week or two the Woodpecker returned and cut 
away all the front of the hole, right down to the bottom, and 
pulled the Starling's nest out and threw it to the ground. The 
Woodpeckers progressed very slowly with hole Number 4, 
and by April 23rd had only gone in about half an inch. Upon 
this clay I watched the male bird excavating. The wood was 
very soft and the bird was working with its mandibles open 
and pecked out one chip at a time and immediately threw it 
over its right shoulder. When I was watching Number 6, 
which was in an apparently live Scotch fir, it was again the 
male that was working. This time the bird worked with its 
beak closed and used it as a chisel. 

On May 13th, at 1.50 p.m., I hid up near hole Number 2, 
where the birds were incubating. At 1.55 the male flew up 
to the hole and went in. At 2.7 it put its head out of the hole 
and then went down again until 2.10, when it repeated this. 
It looked out again at 2.15 and at 2.17 came right out and 
preened itself for six minutes and then flew away. On May 
15th I hid up near the same hole at 1.55 p.m. At 2.10 the 
male suddenly came out of the hole and hopped to the side 
of the tree. It preened itself for about a minute and then 
suddenly flew off to the left, mobbing. At 2.14 it flew into 
the top of a nearby tree, and at 2.17 flew down to the hole 
and went in. At 2.28 it came out, preened itself for half a 
minute and then flew away to the left, mobbing. At 2.33 
it flew back to the hole and went right in. At 2.51 
it came out, preened itself for a minute, and then flew away 
to the left. I t flew up to the hole again at 2.55, but went 
off to the right, without going in. The female flew up to 
the hole at 2.58 and went straight in. At 3.4 the male flew 
up to the hole, the female came out, and the male chased 
her away and came back and went in at 3.5. At 3.12 the 
female " gicked" away to the right, the male looked 
out and went back again until 3.25, when it came out 
and preened itself for two or three minutes. It then looked 
around for two minutes as though looking for its mate, then 
preened for three more minutes, then flew away at 3.33 and 
started "gicking" away to the left. At 3.35 the female 
flew up quickly to the hole and went in, and was still in at 
4 o'clock when I left. 
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On May 16th, when watching the same pair, the male 
once flew quite close to me and then on to the top of the stump. 
Here it went into an old hole and started throwing out some 
dirty chips and pretended to be very busy, keeping one eye 
on me all the time. It then came out and went in to another 
old hole and pretended to work there for a while. It then 
flew away, but returned in a few minutes and settled on a 
tree to the left of the nest and made a subdued noise. The 
female came up to the entrance and put its head out several 
times, then " gicked " loudly and flew away. 

On May 17th I watched the same pair from 9.20 a.m. 
until 3 p.m., and again on the 20th from 4.15 a.m. until 
5.50 a.m., and on both occasions the birds put their heads 
out of the entrance, came out and returned and changed over 
at intervals in a similar way to that described above in detail. 

On May 21st I fixed up my hide about fifteen feet from the 
hole and went into it at 4.44 a.m. At 4.50 the female suddenly 
flew out of the hole and off to the right, making a curious 
peevish sound. Nothing happened for about four minutes, 
then one of the birds flew rapidly past the back of the hole 
and settled in a nearby tree and started tapping. Soon it 
came and tapped on a branch about two feet from my hide. 
I then knew that I was discovered and left. 

During all this period I had been spending a certain amount 
of time each day watching hole Number 1, where precisely 
the same thing was happening, the birds changing over every 
hour or half-hour throughout the day from early morning 
to late in the evening. I was also watching five Green Wood
pecker holes and three pairs of Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers. 
Under these circumstances I found I had less time to give 
to Number 2, and I am afraid that I missed the day when 
the young hatched. I first saw food being carried into the 
hole on May 29th, but, in the light of what followed, I believe 
they actually hatched out on May 26th. I did not watch 
the hole from May 22nd to the 25th and only put in half an 
hour near it on the 26th, evidently at a time when they 
were not feeding the young. On May 27th I fixed up a hide 
about 15 feet from the hole at 8.45 a.m. As soon as I got 
into the hide, one of the birds came quite close to me and 
tapped on the trunk of a tree. The bird in the hole answered 
it by tapping inside the hole. They seemed very agitated so 
I left. The sound made was simply tapping, not drumming. 
I found that after incubation started, drumming slackened 
down considerably, and stopped altogether when the young 
were hatched. 
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On May 29th I hid up by hole Number 1 at 10.10 a.m. 
The male was sitting inside with its head just showing at the 
back of the entrance. I t put its head out once or twice and 
after about two minutes went down out of sight. At 10.24 
the female flew up from the left " gicking " and settled on a 
nearby tree. The male flew out and off to the left " gicking," 
and the female flew up and went in. I then left, and returned 
at 1.20 p.m., when the female was sitting with its head out 
of the hole, but some bird settled near the top of the tree and 
she withdrew. Soon she came out and went in again and 
repeated this in a minute's time. At 1.32 the male flew up 
and settled on a branch on the right side of the tree and 
" gicked " loudly. The female flew out and the male, after 
a slight pause, settled on the trunk beneath the hole and 
went straight in. I then left for a short time and a minute 
after returning the male flew on to the tree and the female 
came out of the hole and the male went in. Two minutes 
later the female flew on to the tree " gicking ", the male flew 
out of the hole, and the female went in. I now realized that 
the young had hatched. At 2 p.m. the male flew up to the 
stump with a small caterpillar in its beak, and hid behind a 
branch and "gicked". The female flew out "gicking". 
After waiting a minute the male flew down to the hole and 
went in. At 2.8 the female " gicked " away to the right. 
The male came out and the female flew up and hid behind 
a branch, then flew down to the hole, but appearing startled, 
went back to the branch again, then returned to the hole and 
went in. At 2.12 the female came up to the entrance and 
put her head out and two minutes later a Woodpecker 
" gicked " far away to the right and she came out of the hole, 
but turned round and went in again and disappeared until 
2.20, when she put her head out and looked round in all 
directions for a couple of minutes, then came out, turned 
round and went in again. A minute afterwards a Woodpecker 
again " gicked " far away to the right, and then the male 
arrived and settled on a tree to the right. He then flew on 
to the nesting s tump " gicking," and the female came out 
and left. After hiding behind the back of the stump the male 
worked round to the hole and went in. He behaved in the 
same way as the female had, coming up to the entrance and 
putting his head out, then coming right out, turning round 
and going in again. When the female arrived and settled 
on a branch above the hole, " gicking ", he flew out and away 
and the female flew to a branch below the hole, then straight 
up to it and went in. 
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On June ist I arrived at hole Number 2 at 11.10 a.m. 
and noted the following times of feeding the young by the 
two parents: 11.15 male, 11.19 female, 11.20 male, 11.22 
female, 11.25 male, 11.31, 11.36, 11.37, 1140, 11.42 and 
11.44 female, 11.45, 11.50 and 11.53 male, 11.56 female, 
12 male. Just after the male left, both the birds began to 
chase a Starling round and round. This continued for more 
than five minutes, when the Starling settled on the top of 
the stump. The female Woodpecker then settled just above 
the nesting-hole but soon flew up and attacked the Starling 
and drove it away. I revisited the nest at 4.46 p.m. and 
noted the following intervals of feeding: The male at 4.48, 
4.50 and 4.52, the female at 4.55, male at 4.58, female at 5 
and 5.1, male at 5.2 and 5.4, female at 5.6 and 5.9, male at 
5.10, female at 5.16. 

On June 2nd I again hid up by hole Number 2, this time 
at 5.2 a.m. The male fed at 5.6, 5.10 and 5.14, the female 
at 5.15 and removed a small lump of excrement, male at 
5.16, female at 5.19, male at 5.20, 5.22, 5.24 and 5.26, female 
at 5.29 and afterwards removed a large lump of excrement, 
male at 5.30 and removed lumps of excrement, female at 5.31 
and removed large lumps of excrement, male at 5.32 and re
moved lumps of excrement. The birds generally flew with 
these for a short distance and then dropped them. Once the 
male flew in my direction carrying the excrement and settled 
on a branch upon which it wiped its beak. The lump fell to 
the ground and I picked it up and examined it. It consisted 
of a white gelatinous capsule containing the undigested parts 
of small dark flies which I think the old birds had obtained 
from oak apples. On this morning I heard the young ones 
calling in the hole for the first time. I did not hear the young 
calling in Number 1 until June 5 th. I think they begin to 
call when they are just a week old. 

The young Woodpeckers left hole Number 2 on the morning 
of June n t h , seventeen days after hatching, if my surmise was 
correct. The young left Number 1 on June 19th, twenty-one 
days after hatching. 

In June, 1926, I was passing a dead silver birch stump 
which contained a Great Spotted Woodpecker's hole about 
twelve feet from the ground. The young were very noisy 
and I tapped the trunk with my stick. Immediately five 
young Woodpeckers came tumbling out of the hole and flut
tered to the ground. I picked one of them up and examined 
it and put it down again. I then went about twenty yards 
away from the tree and waited to see what would happen. 
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Within five minutes one of the young ones had climbed a 
third of the way up to the nesting-hole. The old birds were 
flying around and seemed very perturbed, so I left for about 
twenty minutes; when I returned all the young ones were 
back in the nesting-hole and were calling for food. 

I believe that the pair of Great Spotted Woodpeckers that 
usually nest in my wood, and had been turned out by Starlings, 
nested again somewhere in the vicinity. Although I did not 
find the nesting-hole, I often heard them calling in my wood 
throughout May and June, and saw where they had been 
working on oak apples and oak-root galls. On June 21st, 
at 7.30 a.m., I found the female quite dead, hanging upside 
down by one foot to the bark of a poplar tree, just outside my 
bungalow. 

LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER. 

On May 3rd, 1933,1 found a freshly-worked hole of a Lesser 
Spotted Woodpecker (Dryobates m. comminutus) in a dead 
branch at the top of an alder. The next day I hid up near 
the tree at 6.15 a.m. and at 6.20 the male flew up to the hole 
and went in and started to work at once. At first it appeared 
to throw out every chip as it pecked it off but afterwards 
waited until there were several. It did not stay in the hole 
more than three seconds at a time. At 6.30 the female 
flew up to the hole, the male flew away and the female went 
in and worked for five minutes, when two Starlings (Sturnus v. 
vulgaris) flew into the next tree and the Woodpecker left the 
hole and hid underneath a branch. In about two minutes 
the Starlings left and the female returned to the hole and 
worked until 6.40, when she was relieved by the male. At 
2 p.m. the female was working in the hole and the male 
was drumming and calling in a nearby tree. At 2.10 someone 
went by and scared the female away. I then left, and when 
I returned at 2.30 the female was again working in the hole, 
but stayed in longer than in the morning, sometimes being 
in for twenty seconds before coming out backwards and 
throwing out the chips. She worked for ten minutes and 
then the male flew up and chased her from the hole, but she 
flew round the tree and returned to it and went on working 
until someone went past and scared her away. I then left 
for ten minutes and when I returned the male was working 
in the hole. It worked for several minutes and then someone 
else came past and scared it away. I then left. 

On May 6th I hid up by the tree at 5 a.m. At 5.5 a female 
Great Spotted Woodpecker (Dryobates m. anglicus) flew up 
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to the hole and I chased it away. At 5.40 it returned and 
started hammering at the hole, and I drove it away again. 
At 543 the female Lesser Spotted Woodpecker flew up to the 
hole and went in and worked for eight minutes. It would 
work for a minute or two and then put its head out and broad
cast the chips. It threw out five, five, two, ten, five beakfuls, 
and then the Great Spotted Woodpecker flew back. I drove 
it away again. At 6.0 the male Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 
called nearby and at 6.10 it flew up to the tree, settled about 
four feet above the hole, hopped down to it backwards and 
tapped twice just outside. The female put her head out of 
the hole and they " spoke " softly to each other for half 
a minute. The female then flew out and away and the male 
went in and threw out seven beakfuls quickly. In two 
minutes the Great Spotted Woodpecker flew up to the hole 
and tapped twice just outside. The male Lesser Spotted 
Woodpecker flew out like an arrow and chased the Greater 
Spotted round the tree. It came back, however, and settled 
just under the hole. The Lesser Spotted mounted about 
twelve feet into the air and swooped down on to the Greater 
Spotted and struck it on the back. All the time it was 
uttering a very rapid and highly-pitched "gick, gick, gick", 
very similar to the noise made by young Great Spotted Wood
peckers when they are ready to leave the nest. The Lesser 
Spotted Woodpecker repeated this manoeuvre about eight or 
nine times in the next five minutes, but after the first attack 
the Great Spotted Woodpecker threw itself into an attitude 
of defence each time and warded off the blows. I now thought 
it was time to interfere and I drove the Great Spotted Wood
pecker away. It went off with the Lesser Spotted in hot 
pursuit, mounting and swooping at it all the time. In two 
minutes the female Lesser Spotted Woodpecker flew up to 
hole and went in. Three minutes afterwards the Great 
Spotted Woodpecker flew back with the male Lesser Spotted 
still attacking it. The Great Spotted flew up to the hole and 
put its head in. The female, in the hole, tried to drive it 
away, but the Great Spotted stabbed at it with its beak 
and the female crouched back into the hole. In the meantime 
the male was making frantic swoops at the Great Spotted, 
striking it once or twice on the back, and " gicking" con
tinuously. I then drove the Great Spotted away and it 
went off with the male Lesser Spotted still attacking. Within 
three minutes the female was throwing out chips again. At 
6.30 I heard the Great Spotted Woodpecker again with the 
Lesser Spotted still in hot pursuit. Soon the male Lesser 
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Spotted flew up to the tree calling. The female came out of 
the hole and settled on a branch. The male flew down to her 
and coition took place. Afterwards the birds sat side by side, 
touching each other, for about two minutes, and then both 
flew away together. In half a minute the male was back 
and went into the hole and started working. At 6.40 a pair 
of Starlings, which had been watching the fighting from a 
neighbouring tree, flew up to the hole. One of them put its 
head in and the male Lesser Spotted withdrew further into 
the hole. I drove the Starlings away. The male remained 
in the hole and went on working and throwing out chips. 
At 6.45 the female flew up and settled above the hole and 
then hopped down to it. The male came out and flew away 
and in a few seconds the female followed him. At 7.2, and 
again at 7.30, the Great Spotted Woodpecker flew up to the 
hole, but I drove it away each time. I then left. 

I went back to the tree at 8.30 a.m. The Great Spotted 
Woodpecker was hammering at the hole and the Lesser 
Spotted was attacking it as before. I chased the Great 
Spotted away and the Lesser Spotted followed it. At 8.45 
the male Lesser Spotted was back at the hole and was just 
going in when the Great Spotted flew up to the tree, slipped 
down a branch and made a flank attack upon it. The Lesser 
Spotted, however, was too quick for it and flew high into the 
air and swooped down upon it. I drove the Great Spotted 
away and the Lesser Spotted followed flying above it, swooping 
at it and mobbing it. It chased it round and round the trees, 
and whenever the Great Spotted perched the Lesser Spotted 
would settle about ten feet above it. The Great Spotted 
Woodpecker then flew back to the hole and I drove it away 
again. It came back again several times after this and I 
drove it away each time, but I saw no more of either of the 
Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers. At intervals throughout the 
day I went back to the tree and each time the Great Spotted 
Woodpecker was making the entrance hole bigger, and a few 
days later I saw a Starling fly out of the hole. 

On May 19th I visited an alder that stands in a hedge 
between two fields, and where I had heard a good deal of 
drumming for several weeks. When I arrived near the tree 
at 10.15 a - m ' I heard a subdued drumming and saw a male 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker on a dead branch near the top of 
the tree. It drummed six times, moving upwards to a fresh 
place each time. It was soon joined by its mate. I went 
round the other side of the tree and saw a freshly-worked 
hole in a dead branch near the top. Both birds flew away. 
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I hid up in a ditch about eighty yards from the alder. Soon 
the male returned and started drumming again. Directly 
afterwards I heard an excited " gicking " right over my head, 
and, looking up, saw three more Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers 
fly over. They flew right over the alder and the male flew 
up and joined them; they then went into an oak tree in the 
middle of the field where a lot of fighting and mobbing took 
place. Soon, three of them returned to the alder and started 
fighting in the top of the tree, flying up and swooping at each 
other, the one attacked crouching against the tree trunk and 
spreading its wings out like a huge moth. This went on for 
half an hour, the intruder being occasionally put to flight, 
always returning. Eventually it was driven away for good. 
The male then came back and started a subdued drumming on 
another branch, doing the same as before and using about six 
different places, and ended up with a slow-motion drum in 
which I could see its beak hit the branch each time. 

I thought that the other pair of Lesser Spotted Wood
peckers must have a nest in the vicinity, so went off to search 
for it. I heard a lot of calling and subdued drumming 
amongst some oak trees about two hundred yards from the 
alder, but could not find the nesting hole. There were some 
long dead branches that ran right up amongst the foliage in 
the top of the trees, and I think the nest must have been in 
one of these. 

I was away for some time and returned to the alder at 
about 12.30 p.m. At 12.55 the male settled on the top of the 
tree, then went down to the hole and went in and started 
hammering and throwing out chips. It worked for about five 
minutes and then the female arrived. The male chased her away 
and went on with his work. Very soon the female flew back. 
The male was having a rest at the top of the tree, but the 
female, instead of going on with the original hole, started to 
make a fresh one in another branch. After working a few 
minutes she flew away, and the male went on with the work 
at the new hole. It worked for about ten minutes and then 
flew away. I then went off again to hunt for the other nest 
and when I returned at 2.10 the male was still working at the 
new hole, but soon flew away. I examined the new hole 
which seemed to be about three-quarters of an inch across 
and the same depth in the middle. I visited the tree again 
next day. The hole was a little larger, but although I re
mained in the vicinity nearly all day I only saw the male 
bird once. I kept an eye on this tree for a week or two 
afterwards but no further progress was made. 
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On May 28th I found a freshly-worked Lesser Spotted 
Woodpecker's hole in the side of a nearly horizontal branch of 
a beech tree. On the 31st I watched the male bird working 
in this hole, which appeared nearly finished, for about five 
minutes. On June 4th I went to examine it again. I found 
that the whole of the side of the hole had been cut away, 
and all of the inside was exposed, evidently the work of a 
Great Spotted Woodpecker that had its nesting hole about 
a hundred yards away. Unfortunately I did not find the 
second attempts of either of these pairs. 

THE GREEN WOODPECKER. 

On April 22nd I found that a Green Woodpecker (Picus 
v, virescens) was excavating a nesting hole just over my 
boundary. On April 23rd I hid up near the hole and at 
2.42 p.m. the female flew up and went in head first. Soon 
its head appeared at the entrance and it threw out ten beak-
fuls of chips, using a sweeping motion from left to right. It 
disappeared for a second or two, then its tail appeared out 
of the hole and it worked for about four minutes. It then 
disappeared and a second or two afterwards its head appeared 
at the entrance and it threw out thirty more beakfuls. It 
then disappeared for about half a minute, then its head came 
out again and it threw out thirteen beakfuls. Then it dis
appeared and shortly afterwards its tail appeared out of the 
hole and it worked for two minutes and then threw out nine
teen beakfuls. It then disappeared into the hole until 
3 o'clock, when it came out and flew on to a branch about 
two feet away. It " froze " here for about five minutes and 
then started moving its head around, once keeping it in the 
same position for two minutes and kept its right eye fixed 
on me. It then turned its head back and flew away. 

On April 24th I went into my hide at 6.30 a.m. The 
female flew on to a branch of the nesting tree uttering a 
subdued '' pee-u, pee-u, pee-u", and after waiting about two 
minutes went into the hole at 6.52. It started throwing out 
chips almost immediately and threw out thirty-seven beakfuls. 
It then put its tail out of the hole and started hammering. 
After about three minutes its head appeared at the entrance 
hole and it threw out thirty-four beakfuls. Its head then dis
appeared and it worked for three or four more minutes, but 
this time its tail was not visible. It then threw out forty-
three beakfuls. Then I think it must have seen me move in 
the hide as it came suddenly out of the hole on to a small 
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branch just outside and looked towards the hide. I t stayed 
here for a minute or two and after calling flew away. 

On April 26th I went into the hide at 6.30 a.m. At 7.5 the 
female arrived and after watching a minute it went in. I t 
then put its head out about a dozen times, but did not appear 
to be throwing out chips. Five minutes after going into 
the hole it put its head and half its body out and stropped 
its beak on the bark. I t then came right out and hung on the 
trunk just beneath the hole for about a minute and then went 
in again and stayed with its head out of the hole for a minute 
or two. Then it suddenly flew out of the hole and settled 
on the trunk about two feet below it, waited there for about 
two minutes, then hopped up to the hole and went in again. 
After putting its head out three or four times it remained quiet 
for five minutes. Then it put its head and half its body out 
of the hole and appeared to be listening. I t then came right 
out and went in again and started throwing out chips. I t 
then disappeared inside the hole and was out of sight for ten 
minutes. I t then threw out between eighty and ninety 
beakfuls, and was still working when I left at 7.50. 

On April 28th I went into the hide at 6.30 a.m. At 6.44 
the female flew to the hole and went in and remained out of sight 
until 6.56, when it put its head out and withdrew it again. 
Directly afterwards the male flew up to the hole and " froze " 
to the trunk immediately beneath it. I t remained like this 
for ten minutes, then suddenly flew away and started calling. 
At 7.25 the female put her head out of the hole and withdrew 
it again and was still inside when I left at 7.35. The female 
did not throw out any chips and I think the nest was finished. 
This was the first occasion upon which I saw the male. 

On May 2nd the Woodpeckers were turned out by Starlings, 
and the same day the female Woodpecker drove a Lesser 
Spotted Woodpecker away from a hole it was excavating in 
a silver birch on the borders of a heath on the other side of 
my wood and about 200 yards away from the original hole. 
Again it was the female which did all the work. Altogether 
this pair excavated at least four complete nesting holes 
and did not use one of them except for roosting purposes. 
No other bird nested in the holes. Woodpeckers at times seem 
to develop a mania.for excavating holes. Some years ago 
I found a silver birch with no less then six fresh Woodpecker 
holes excavated in it, all of which, except the lowest, were 
finished. In the lowest hole, which was only half finished, 
I found a dead male Great Spotted Woodpecker. Many 
years ago, in a Hampshire wood, I found seven or eight fresh 
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Lesser Spotted Woodpecker's holes all quite close together, 
and in one of the lowest holes I found a dead male Lesser 
Spotted Woodpecker. 

On May 21st, at 7 a.m., I was going past a silver birch tree 
where I knew a pair of Green Woodpeckers were excavating 
their hole. I could hear one of the birds hammering inside, 
so I crept up to the back of the tree very quietly and got 
within seven feet of the hole. After a few minutes the bird 
went up to the entrance hole and threw out about a dozen 
beakfuls of chips and then went back again. It then ham
mered for about five minutes and then I heard it climbing 
to the entrance hole. It then suddenly looked at me round 
the trunk. I remained perfectly still and it went back into 
the hole again and kept quite quiet for ten minutes. I then 
crept very quietly round to the front of the tree and sat down 
about ten feet away in full view of the hole. In about 
five minutes its mate called from some distance away, and it 
answered it from inside the hole. Soon it put its head out 
and looked at me, and I saw that it was the female. It then 
withdrew again and was still in the hole when I left at 8 a.m. 

I noticed that as a rule the chips thrown out by the Green 
Woodpecker were smaller than those thrown out by the 
Great Spotted Woodpecker, but were at least four times as 
large as those thrown out by the Lesser Spotted Woodpecker. 
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