
NOTES BRAMBLING REPORTED BREEDING IN 
INVERNESS-SHIRE. 

DURING June, 1933,1 spent a few days at Tomdoun, Glengarry, 
west Inverness, and had much conversation about the birds 
of the region with Mr. Murdoch Matheson, head gamekeeper 
and deer-stalker in Glengarry. Mr. Matheson has a very wide 
knowledge of the local birds, has accompanied many naturalists 
who have explored the region, beginning with Harvie-Brown 
and Buckley, and has published an account of The Birds of 
Glengarry, which appears as a chapter in The Place-Names 
of Glengarry and Glenguoich, by E. C. Ellice (second edition, 
1931). He told me that Bramblings (Fringilla montifringilla) 
had nested in Glengarry on several occasions. Since my 
return to England I have received a letter from him in which, 
after referring to other matters, he says : " This will interest 
you more. A cock and hen Brambling and four young again 
appeared on July 20th on the field in front of my house, the 
parent birds feeding the young. I do not think the nest could 
be far away but the woods are so extensive that the nest 
could only be found by chance." 

The Brambling is said to have been found breeding by E. T. 
Booth in Glen Lyon, Perthshire, in 1866 (Zool., 1877, p. 60) 
and by a keeper at Monar Forest (Brit. Birds, XIV., p. 212) ; 
but the nest and eggs found by C. and T. E. Hodgkin in 
Sutherland in 1920 (Scott. Nat., 1920, p. 181) form the only 
record accepted by the Misses Baxter and Rintoul. 

W. B. ALEXANDER. 

BLUE-HEADED WAGTAIL BREEDING IN KENT. 
ON June 3rd and 4th, 1933, I located a pair of Blue-headed 
Wagtails (Motacilla f. flava) occupying a field adjoining the 
railway line between New Eltham and Sidcup, only twelve 
miles from Charing Cross. 

The field is a large one, and has, hitherto, been highly 
cultivated, but has not been tilled since last autumn and 
is now pegged out for building sites and roads and 
covered with weeds. A hedge and ditch run along the 
western boundary, and the stream is about two feet wide, 
with banks several feet high. 

The Blue-headed Wagtails occupied a fairly central position, 
about 120 yards from the stream. The cock bird was calling 
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vigorously and constantly in a circle of 30 or 40 yards from 
the spot where the nest was subsequently discovered. 

The weather during the two days when I was able to observe 
was brilliantly hot and sunny, and I was therefore able to 
watch at close quarters under most favourable conditions. 

The cock repeatedly soared up 15 or 20 feet at an angle 
of about 45 degrees, descending at the same angle with a 
peculiar fluttering of its wings, uttering its note, " chirp-
chirp", or sometimes " Chirp-chirp-chirp", more rarely, four 
or five times. It sometimes alighted on a tall weed, but 
often on the ground, from which it continued to call. 

It became more excited as the locality of the nest was 
approached, and fluttered around within 15 or 20 yards of me, 
calling its " chirp-chirp ". 

The cock bird had the head and ear-coverts slate blue, and 
the eye-stripe is described by Mr. D. W. Musselwhite as pale 
and less conspicuous than might have been expected. The 
throat was pale whitish cream, shading on the breast to pale 
buff yellow and on the belly to deeper yellow. There was 
none of the brilliant canary yellow of the cock Yellow Wagtail. 

During the two days I watched this Wagtail the hen bird 
did not appear. Although I spent hours beating out the 
field I could not flush the hen, but marked with two sticks 
about 15 yards apart the position where the cock showed 
most excitement. 

On June 9th Mr. D. W. Musselwhite went to this place, 
which I was unable to revisit, and found the nest containing 
six eggs, about three days incubated, almost between the 
two sticks, built in a slight depression under the spreading 
foliage of the wild field daisy, a green and feathery branching 
plant. 

Both cock and hen were then very much in evidence, and 
Mr. Musselwhite thought that the eye-stripe of the female 
was the more noticeable. DOUGLAS H. MEARES. 

LARDER OF RED-BACKED SHRIKE. 
ON a clump of dead sloe bushes, thickly intergrown with 
bracken, in the New Forest, there were no fewer than twenty 
humble-bees impaled by Red-backed Shrikes (Lanius c. 
collurio). Though differing in size the bees were apparently 
all of the species Bombus terrestris ; they were impaled 
through the thorax in each case, some in a natural position, 
some upside down, and some sideways. They were placed 
singly, or in groups of two or three, at a height usually of 
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two or three feet from the ground. Three visits were paid 
to the place : on July 16th two or three bees only were seen, 
on the 20th there were twenty, and on August 4th there were 
two only and the birds were no longer at hand. No other 
prey was found in the larder, but two pellets were found 
lodged on the bracken ; these castings were from half an inch 
to three-quarters long and not thicker than a lead pencil. 
I t was noted that the usual alarm note was uttered on the 
wing as well as when the Shrike was perched on a bush. 

C. I. EVANS. 

LARGE CLUTCH OF EGGS OF 
GRASSHOPPER-WARBLER. 

I N Denbighshire, on May 26th, 1933, I flushed a Grasshopper-
Warbler (Locustella n. ncevia) from a tussock of common rush, 
one of many similar tussocks on an ill-drained meadow. 
The not particularly well concealed nest, tha t I soon dis
covered, held no less than seven eggs, which, on being emptied, 
were found to be, quite obviously, variably incubated from 
" slight r e d " to " small embryo." I would not trouble 
to record this find if it was not that my various oological 
friends inform me that a clutch of seven is of extreme 
rarity. The second nest was easily found by again flushing 
the bird from a really well concealed nest—again in com
mon rush—and just fifteen paced yards from the first 
site. This was on June 1st, and it contained two eggs 
(time-period six days). The spot was not again revisited 
until June 6th (eleventh day) when the bird was again flushed 
from a normal clutch of six eggs. 

An interesting point is the variable incubation, pointing to 
the fact that , anyway, this particular Warbler commenced to 
sit some days before the completion of the clutch. There 
most certainly was only one pair of these birds on this rush 
patch, and the eggs of the two nests were identical in 
appearance. W. M. CONGREVE. 

[See Bull. Br. Ool. Ass., No. 35, p. 112, for a note on eight 
eggs in a nes t ; about four other cases of clutches of seven 
are on record.—F.C.R.J.] 

EARLY NESTING OF NIGHTJAR. 

O N June 2nd, 1933, near Hindhead, Surrey, I flushed a 
Nightjar (Caprimulgus e. europceus) off two chipping eggs, and 
could hear the young calling inside the shells. 
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The Practical Handbook gives 18 days as the incubation-
period, which would bring the date to May 16th for 
completion of the clutch, and first egg probably laid on 
May 14th. 

As the site was 500 feet above sea-level it appears to be an 
exceptionally early date, as at these altitudes most birds are 
about a week later with their nesting than in the surrounding 
countryside. H. T. GOSNELL. 

NOTES ON CUCKOOS FROM HAMPSHIRE, 1933. 
ALTHOUGH no eggs were found during 1932 of the Cuckoo 
(Cuculus c. canorus) whose promiscuous laying was recorded 
in British Birds, Vol. XXV., p. 132, she appeared again in 
1933, not very far from her old haunt. 

On May 18th, 1933, my neighbour was attracted by the 
behaviour of a Willow-Warbler {Phylloscopus t. trochilus), 
which had a nest in his garden. A Cuckoo was continually 
settling in a tall dead tree overlooking the nesting site, and 
the Willow-Warbler repeatedly flew towards the Cuckoo 
and attacked it. 

The next day, on inspecting the nest, he found it contained 
a Cuckoo's egg, and four eggs of the fosterer. The Willow-
Warbler had deserted, and the egg of the Cuckoo was identical 
with the three others found by me in 1931. 

In Vol. XXVI., p. 226, are some notes on Cuckoos parasitic 
on Meadow-Pipits (Anthus pratensis). 

Visits were paid to the same common through the last half 
of May, 1933, but no Cuckoos were seen, and most of the 
Pipits in evidence were feeding young. On June 1st there 
were four Cuckoos, which remained on the common until 
the 22nd, after which there were none to be seen or heard, a 
date two days earlier than was the case in 1932. 

Eggs were found of all four Cuckoos. Again two were 
working in harmony, using the same small birch trees as 
observation posts as they did last year ; but, to the watcher's 
surprise, in the only Pipit's nest (20 yards from the birch 
trees) to contain two Cuckoos' eggs, only one small green one 
belonged to last year's Cuckoo. The other was brown, 
thus proving that only one of last year's hens returned to her 
old haunt, the places of the two absentees being filled by 
three new birds. 

These Cuckoos appear to have difficulty in locating nests in 
the long heather. One was observed searching exhaustively 
for two nests, both of which were known to contain young 
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Pipits, and a visit was paid by a Cuckoo to a nest that con
tained three eggs on which the Pipit was sitting, but no egg 
was ever deposited there. 

Both this year and last, fresh Cuckoos' eggs were found 
placed in nests where incubation had begun, and in one case this 
year the fosterer's eggs were on the point of hatching, while 
the Cuckoo's was quite fresh. Another nest was deserted 
when half-built, after a visit from the Cuckoo. 

It has been noticed that the Cuckoo leaves small patches of 
white feathers sticking to the heather; some of these are 
shed as she flounders about, falling forward on her breast, 
with wings outstretched ; others are knocked out in repulsing 
attacks of the infuriated Pipits. It would seem at first sight 
that these feathers should be a sure guide to the location of 
a victimized nest, but in actual practice this is by no means 
the case. The reason is that the Cuckoo often alights a long 
distance from the nesting site, completing the journey on 
foot, and because on this particular common the Pipits are 
so numerous, and their nesting sites sometimes so close 
together, that she is often attacked by birds from neighbouring 
nests. H. T. GOSNELL. 

WADERS IN THE LEA VALLEY, ESSEX. 
OWING to the continued dry weather, the level of the water 
in King George's Reservoir, Chingford, Essex, has fallen to 
such an extent that a margin of mud and gravel has now 
taken the place of the usual concrete " shore " of normal 
times. Thus an excellent feeding-ground is temporarily 
provided for waders passing through the Lea valley, and 
several species, hitherto unnoticed, have been observed 
there during recent visits. 

On August 26th, 1933, four Green Sandpipers (Tringa 
ochropus) were seen feeding amongst a number of Common 
Sandpipers (Tringa hypoleucos). Later, several Dunlin (Calidris 
alpina) were identified in a party consisting of five Turn
stones (Arenaria interpres)—four of which were young birds, 
and four Ringed Plover (Charadrius hiaticula). The Green 
Sandpipers were most difficult to approach, but the Dunlin 
and Turnstones showed no signs of the same wariness. Herons 
(Ardea cinerea) also appear to appreciate the new conditions, 
although it may be that the drought has driven them from 
their shallower feeding-grounds. At one time I counted 
twenty-nine of these birds standing in scattered groups 
along the sloping concrete interior. 
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The occurrence of even the commonest wader in this area 
seems worth recording, when it is considered that on one 
side the reservoir is flanked by factories, and that St. Paul's 
Cathedral can be seen on any clear day. K. R. ASHBY. 

GREAT MORTALITY AMONG YOUNG TERNS 
IN LANCASHIRE. 

IN British Birds, Vol. XXV., p. 135, and Vol. XXVI., p. 168. 
I published the percentage of dead among the ringed Common 
Terns (Sterna hirundo) in a north Lancashire colony situated 
on a gravel bed, where there is no shade for the chicks, to 
show that the mortality was higher in hot weather than in 
cold, due largely to heat stroke. 

Below I give the figures with those of this year, which are 
appalling:—-

1929 Very hot 460 ringed. Percentage of dead 4.13 
1930 do. 610 ,, Do. 4.87 
1931 Cold & Wet 355 ,, Do. 2.81 
1932 Hot 549 „ Do. 5.44 
1933 Hot & Dry 500 ,, Do. 12.0 
When there is plenty of herbage for shade the mortality 

is small, but on this gravel bed there is no shelter at all for 
the chicks. 

The tremendous death rate this year is largely due to the 
number of visitors keeping the parents from sheltering the 
young from the sun. In former years such visitors have 
been comparatively few, for they confined their attentions to 
the main colony of Sandwich Terns on ground well provided 
with cover and shade. Last year, and again this year, this 
colony was wiped out by a newly-established colony of 
Lesser Black-backed and Herring-Gulls, and so permit-holders 
visited the colonies on the gravel bed instead. Even the off
shoot colony of Sandwich Terns on this gravel bed suffered, 
for the mortality among them this year was 13.1 per cent., 
as compared with under one per cent, in former years. In 
the old colony, up to 1931, the mortality was under one per 
cent, in spite of the large numbers of visitors, for there was 
plenty of herbage. 

The watcher is employed chiefly in keeping non-permit 
holders off the land, for his hut overlooks the now extinct 
nesting-site of the main Sandwich Tern colony, where he 
guards vast numbers of Black-headed Gulls and the large 
mixed colony of big Gulls which wiped out the Sandwich 
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Tern colony, whilst the gravel bed, where three, if not four, 
species of Tern nest, is almost quite unprotected, being out of 
sight of, and some distance from the hut , and quite open to 
landing parties by boat. 

As I pointed out (antea, Vol. XXVI. , p. 167), the main 
Sandwich Tern colony, when wiped out last year, went 
further up the coast to Cumberland where they are again 
nesting in large numbers this year. H. W. ROBINSON. 

DURATION OF L I F E OF ARCTIC SKUA. 

O N the Isle of Foula, in the summer of 1929, a female Arctic 
Skua (Stercorarius parasiticus) came daily to be fed at the 
door of the house in which I was staying. I was told tha t the 
bird was tamed as a nestling in 1910 by a lad who used to 
feed it on his way home from school. The bird came back 
to Foula next spring and subsequently. When the lad was 
killed in the war, his friends continued to feed it for his sake. 
I t returned as usual this year. I t is believed to have nested 
regularly ; sometimes it brings its mate to the doorway, 
but neither mate nor young has ever emulated its familiarity. 
I ts identity is proved by its being rather below the average 
size; it is always known as " the little Skua", and its bir th 
in 1910 is vouched for by one of the lad's schoolfellows. The 
potential duration of life in the Arctic Skua is, then, twenty-
three years. I t may be more, for in 1928 I saw a bird which, 
like the one on Foula, came to the door of the watcher's hut 
on Hermanness and ate scraps tha t were thrown to it. The 
watcher said the bird had returned regularly for " more than 
thi r ty years", but no definite evidence in support of this 
statement was adduced. Yarrell (Hist. Brit. Birds, IV., 
edit, hi., p. 667) mentions a Great Skua which, in captivity, 
attained the age of twenty-four years. CHAS. OLDHAM. 

GANNET INLAND IN HANTS.—Mr. L. Palmer informs us 
that a young Gannet (Sula bassana) in second year's plumage 
was picked up alive on the Blackmoor Golf Course in north
east Hants on August 28th, 1933, by Mr. J . Dewey. I t 
was presented to the Zoological Gardens and survived till 
September 3rd, when a post-mortem revealed a diseased 
liver. Though a fairly regular winter visitor to the coast, 
only four inland occurrences are recorded in the Birds of 
Hants. 
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