
NOTES 
ROCK-THRUSH SEEN IN KENT. 

F O R a number of years past one of the R.S.P.B. bird-watchers 
at Dungeness, Mr. J. R. Tart, has made daily notes of the 
birds he has seen, and I have been privileged to see these 
notes at the end of each year. His knowledge of British 
birds, though not exhaustive, is extensive ; and I have 
reason to know, after many days spent watching birds in 
his company, that he is a careful and accurate observer. 
Therefore, although I have hesitated in the past to publish 
any of his records, I think the following observation of a 
Rock-Thrush (Monticola saxatilis) is sufficiently thorough 
and exact to deserve publicity. 

On July 3rd, 1933, Mr. Tart wrote to me : " I saw on Friday. 
June 23rd, between my house and the old targets, a real male 
Rock-Thrush. I had a good view of it for an hour, it was 
so very tame. I ts head, throat and neck were bluish-grey ; 
upper back bluish-black, lower back white patch, tail rich 
ches tnut ; white patch and tail very conspicuous in flight . . . 
I have never seen one before, but of course nobody with 
me to confirm it ". In his diary for the day he wrote : 
" Saw on my way to Dengemarsh one Rock-Thrush, 
chestnut tail-feathers being very conspicuous in flight. I 
had a good view of this bird as it flitted from bush to 
bush ". Then follows the description of the colours, as 
above. 

In response to a request for further details, Mr. Tar t has 
sent the following additional notes. Other colours he noted 
were : " Wings dark brown, under-plumage bright ches tnut ; 
Bill, legs and feet brown ". He also adds that it " was 
very tame, in my opinion quite tired out as though it had 
travelled a good distance. I t just flitted from bush to bush 
resting on the leeward side ; it did not go into the bushes nor 
settle on the bushes. I t did not a t tempt to feed but just 
really wanted rest. I had good views of it from all quarters, 
back, front and sideways. I got within thir ty yards and 
spent about an hour watching this beautiful creature. In 
my opinion it was not quite so large as our common Song-
Thrush, but more sturdy and plump ". 

I t does not seem possible that the bird could have been 
anything but a Rock-Thrush. H. G. ALEXANDER. 
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BLACK REDSTART APPARENTLY B R E E D I N G IN 
SOUTH ENGLAND. 

O N July 7th, 1932, my brother and I watched for a consider
able time about a certain maritime cliff in the south of 
England, a male Black Redstart (Phcenicurus o. gibraltariensis) 
almost certainly breeding close by. I t sang frequently, and 
constantly attacked and drove off a male Pied Wagtail, which 
also had a nest near, no doubt. I t seemed mainly interested 
about the middle of the cliff (which is about 200-250 feet high), 
but also hunted for insects at the foot, and within a short 
distance of us. On our return, an hour later, it was observed 
again. 

I have known the species in the same neighbourhood in 
very late August or September, in more than one year pre
viously. H. G. ATTLEE. 

INSECTS BROUGHT BY SWALLOWS TO 
NESTLINGS. 

T H E list of insects fed to young Swallows (Hirundo r. rustica) 
given (antea, p. 231), reminds me that on June 26th, 1931, 
I watched a Swallow feeding its young with the destructive 
green oak moths (Tortrix viridana Linn.) at Antrobus, near 
Great Budworth, Cheshire. 

The farmer told me that he had watched the birds bringing 
very many of these " moppets " to the nest, and one of them 
arrived with another moth while I was standing at the nest. 

A. W. B O Y D . 

K I N G F I S H E R ROBBING D I P P E R OF FOOD. 

O N January 28th, 1934, the following incident was observed 
by Mr. Stuart Smith, my wife and myself in Upper Nidderdale. 

A Kingfisher (Alcedo a. ispida) which had been seen success
fully fishing from a height of about fifteen feet above the 
stream, took up a perching place about three feet over a pool. 
In the water below a Dipper (Cinclus c. gularis) was obtaining 
food and brought a beakful to the t iny shore just under the 
Kingfisher's perch. I t appeared about to eat its catch 
when the Kingfisher dropped on to the " shore " and there 
was a momentary scuffle. The Dipper departed and the 
Kingfisher ate the Dipper's food. The performance was 
repeated once and possibly twice again, but on the last 
occasion the scuffle took place a little further away from us, 
some tree roots partly concealing the operations. The 



VOL. XXVII.l NOTES. 305 

Dipper evidently had had enough of it by this time 
and went elsewhere. Shortly afterwards we saw the King
fisher fishing a little lower down the stream. 

WILLIAM R. GRIST. 

SCANDINAVIAN LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL 
IN LONDON. 

ON November 4th, 1933, I had good views of an adult Scandi
navian Lesser Black-backed Gull (Larus f. fuscus) on the 
muds off Millbank. It was for long opposite me and at one 
time passed, and then stood within three or four yards of, 
an adult British Lesser Black-back (L.f. graellsii), affording 
capital opportunity for comparison. There were some half-
dozen of the British form there, besides about as many 
Herring-Gulls (L. argentatus), and one adult and one immature 
Great Black-backed Gull (L. marinus). The mantle of 
L.f. fuscus seemed fully as dark (at least) as that of L. marinus. 

H. G. ATTLEE. 

EASTERN LITTLE BUSTARD IN 
LINCOLNSHIRE. 

ON December 5th, 1933, I received from Mr. A. Smith, 
(jf the Lincoln Museum, a beautiful specimen of the Little 
Bustard. He informed me that it had been shot at Black 
House Farm, Addlethorpe, by Mr. W. J. Cook, of Skegness, 
on November 22nd, and kept in cold storage till sent to the 
Museum. The bird proved to be a female and I took the 
following measurements : Length 17 inches, wing 9I inches, 
tarsus 2\ inches, spread of wing 34 inches. 

I subsequently submitted it to Mr. H. F. Witherby, who 
identified it as belonging to the eastern form (Otis tetrax 
orientalis). It has been preserved by Gunn, of Norwich, 
for the Lincoln Museum. G. H. CATON HAIGH. 

[Besides the specimens mentioned in the Practical Handbook 
the following have since been examined and all have been 
orientalis : Kincardineshire, 1912, by Dr. Hartert; two 
Norfolk specimens, 1835 and before 1847, in the Norwich 
Museum, by myself; three Suffolk specimens, one Norfolk 
and one Cambridgeshire by Dr. C B. Ticehurst (Hist. Birds 
of Suffolk). No British specimen of 0. t. tetrax has yet 
been identified, but there are many more Little Bustards 
which have not been critically examined.—H.F.W.] 



306 BRITISH B I R D S . [VOL. XXVII . 

HOODED CROW AND GREENSHANK IN SURREY.—Mr. H. G. 
Attlee informs us that he saw a Hooded Crow (Corvus c. 
comix) on October 18th, 1933, near the Pen Pond, Richmond 
Park. 

Also, at the same place, Mr. Attlee saw a Greenshank 
(Tringa nebularid). 

Both birds are rather scarce visitors to Surrey. 

GREAT G R E Y SHRIKE IN BERKSHIRE.—Mr. E. Giles informs 
us that he watched for about half an hour a Great Grey 
Shrike (Lanius excubitor) on January 13th, 1934, on Cook-
ham Dean Common, Berkshire. By the next day the bird 
had apparently moved on, but was seen again at the same 
place on the 20 th. 

EGGS OF R A D D E ' S BUSH-WARBLER.—Correction.—In the 
note under this heading (antea, p. 265) in the fourth line, 
the locality given as Elho should read Eho. 

BLACK REDSTART INLAND IN K E N T . — M r . Edward Crank-
shaw informs us that on January 20th, 1934, he saw an 
immature Black Redstart (Phcenicurus 0. gibraltariensis) on 
the North Downs above Brasted (Kent and Surrey border), 
and watched it for three or four minutes as it flitted about 
the ground over a large rabbit warren in the hillside. 

PINK-FOOTED G E E S E IN W E X F O R D . — I t will be remembered 
that Mr. H. W. Robinson recorded two examples of the Pink-
footed Goose (Anser brachyrhynchus) as having been received 
by Mr. Williams, one from near Drogheda, January 6th, 1932, 
and another from the Wexford Slob, December 7th, 1931 
(antea, Vol. XXVI. , p. 55), and, further, a bird ringed in Ice
land has been recorded as having been also obtained on the 
Wexford Slob on November 12th, 1932 (t.c, p. 356). Mr. 
J. L. Nunn of Wexford informs us that in addition to these 
two birds he has handled a Pink-footed Goose from the same 
locality shot on November 1st, 1927, and another shot on 
February 19th, 1929. I t may be noted that one of these 
three examples from Wexford has been examined by Mr. 
Stanley Duncan, and Mr. Nunn's identification has been con
firmed. Mr. Nunn also informs us that a great number of 
Grey Lag-Geese, many White-fronted, and occasionally 
Bean and Barnacle-Geese, are shot in this locality by himself 
and his friends, and that all the specimens mentioned have 
passed through his hands, so that he knows these birds well. 
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