
LETTERS 
" TERRITORY R E V I E W E D . " 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—The Messrs. Lack are not justified in supposing that ignorance 
of Mr. C. B. Moffat's paper on bird-territory has been universal. Like 
many naturalists interested in Irish ornithology I have been perfectly 
familiar with it since its publication, and in my paper in The Zoologist, 
1915, pp. 297-302, " Notes on the Tree-Sparrow in Donegal," I made 
a fairly extended reference to it. J. M. MCWILLIAM. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 
SIRS,—In the last issue (p. 267) the credit of having been the pioneer 

of the territory theory has been given to Mr. C. B. Moffat on account 
of a paper in the Irish Naturalist for 1903. I t may interest British 
ornithologists tha t the territorial habit of birds has long since been 
discussed in Germany and tha t Dr. Bernard Altum, one of the former 
presidents of the Deutsche Ornithologische Gesellschaft, has devoted 
much space to it in his very remarkable book Der Vogel und sein Leben, 
the first edition of which dates as far back as 1868. This book, though 
written half a century before E. M. Nicholson's How Birds Live, has 
in many respects a striking resemblance to the latter. 

ZOOLOGISCHES MUSEUM DER ERWIN S T R E S E M A N N . 
UNIVERSITAT, BERLIN. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—In answer to the question very kindly and naturally put by 
Messrs. Lack as to what becomes of the many non-breeding birds that 
have failed in the spring competition for land, I have to admit that 
this question is certainly one of great difficulty, and I have still no 
stronger reason for believing that such a reserve of non-breeders exists 
than the one I gave in my original paper—the strange facility with 
which lost mates of either sex are replaced, time after time, sometimes 
so often as thirty-five times in the course of one breeding-season. 
The new mates " called in " must have been somewhere, though to 
put one's finger on the spot is not easy. 

I should say, however, tha t the difficulty is not so stupendously-
great as Messrs. Lack suggest when they ask " do the non-breeding 
birds live in the territory of other pairs, and if not where can they go ? " 
For this implies that where all the land suitable for breeding purposes 
has been parcelled out there is no other land left where the beaten birds 
can find plenty of food and shelter, though not adapted for nesting. 
Such a parcelling out as this would, I think, be hardly possible. The 
Chaffinch so frequently fights to the death tha t perhaps the reserve 
of non-breeders in that species may not be very large. The existence 
of considerable numbers of non-breeding Dunlins in Ireland in the 
summer months was mentioned by the late Mr. David Campbell, of 
Londonderry, in the Irish Naturalist for February, 1904, as a point 
more or less in favour of my contention in a previous number. In a 
rookery the non-breeding birds (perhaps all immature) frequently out
number the breeders, though a casual observer would not detect the 
fact ; and I have found the same to be the case in a colony of House-
Martins (Irish Naturalists' Journal, November, 1925.) C. B. MOFFAT. 
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To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—If priority for authorship of the territory theory in bird life 
be of any importance, it may be pointed out that the idea was a well 
recognized fact by our ancestors a t least three hundred years age, 
in the case of, at any rate one species, the Mute Swan. Section 21 
of " The Orders Lawes and Ancient Customes of Swanns ", printed by 
order of John Witherings in 1632, but based on others at least rifty 
years older still, reads :— 

" And yet neither the Master of the Game, nor any Gamster 
may take away any swanne which is in broode with any other 
mans, or which is coupled, and hath a walhe, without the other's 
consent, for breaking the broode ". 

The italics are mine. X. F. TICEHURST. 
WINTER TERRITORY OF ROBINS. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—Mr. Barnes (antea, p . 267) and Mr. Price (antea, p. 230) as 
well as, perhaps, Messrs. Lack (antea, p. 179), seem to hasten far too 
quickly towards a conclusion that there is with Robins " no strict 
territorial system, at any rate in winter" . Mr. Barnes uses these 
words as the opinion of Messrs. Lack. The Lacks may suggest this, 
but what they said was that they doubted whether the territories have 
food value. Too much is I think made by all of them about a number 
of Robins being trapped at a spot. I will give reasons. The t rap 
food is probably very attractive and plenty of it and it is easily got. 
Such food laid in winter will of course induce Robins from all round to 
cross frontiers of territory, I should say up to 150 yards depending on 
visibility. Birds very quickly spot others feeding ; and the impulse for 
food need not be emphasized. I could easily catch 4 or 5 pairs a t my 
own window board. But such crossing of frontiers does not mean 
there are no frontiers. Nor need it mean that for natural food similar 
crossing would occur. The owner can't be always on the watch nor has 
he (?) continually the same expulsive feeling, depending partly on 
whether he has had a good feed first, and he has to combat the 
hunger strength of the intiuder, or of several intruders. 

Again, my experience was tha t around the New Year females begin 
to leave their territories and wander about, and the males are generally 
not offensive to them. So that for making conclusions we certainly 
ought to know the sex and the date. (June to September, roughly, 
is another time of readjustment of territory.) 

After watching 100 marked birds, winter territory still continues to 
be so obvious to me by the att i tude to intruders that I am amazed at 
others finding different experience. There are exceptions to most of 
our rules for nature, but it would take a tremendous number of excep
tions to weaken my faith in this rule. 

Without more proof I cannot put any faith in Mr. Price's theory, 
quoted by Mr. Barnes, that Robins are drawn in wintei into gardens 
from the surrounding country ; in others words that they leave their 
country territories and become gregarious in gardens. Gardens natur
ally permit a denser territorial system, and where is the country 
site even in dead of winter, with any cover at all, tha t has not its Robin 
if you have patience to find it ? It reminds me of the old idea that there 
were special summer retreats for parent moulters. But we all live and 
learn. J. P. BURKITT. 
ENXISKILT.EN, IREI.AXD. 
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