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ORNITHOLOGICAL R E P O R T FOR NORFOLK 
FOR 1933. 

BY 

B. B. RIVIERE, F.R.c.s., F.Z.S., M.B.O.U. 

W E A T H E R . 
T H E year 1933 will long be remembered for its fine long 
summer, and consequent severe drought. January and 
February were cold, with a spell of hard frost and frequent 
snow between February 14th and 20th, but in March began 
the fine warm weather which, with the exception of a dull 
and rainy period in early May, lasted almost uninterruptedly 
until October. In the last week of the latter month there was 

a rapid fall in temperature with falls of snow and a NAY. 
gale. This early advance-guard of winter proved, however, 
only temporary, for open weather again prevailed throughout 
November. Wintry conditions returned in December and 
during the first half of this month there was much frost. 

This proved a wonderful year for wild Pheasants, and on the 
whole a good one for Partridges, which was badly needed 
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after the disastrous season, through disease and bad hatching, 
of 1932. Swallows and House-Martins seemed to be unusually 
abundant and I had double the number of nests of both 
species at Woodbastwick that I had the year before, namely : 
ten House-Martins' (against five in 1932), and five Swallows' 
(against two in 1932). 

Blackbirds and Song-Thrushes undoubtedly suffered from 
a shortage of food owing to the hard ground, and there was 
a noticeable scarcity of both in gardens during the late 
summer. Whether the unusual abundance of field-voles, 
and, in consequence, of Short-eared Owls—referred to later— 
had any connexion with the drought, I do not know. 

MIGRATION. 

The importance of observations of the movements of 
migratory birds made at sea justifies, I think, my again 
quoting the notes I receive from North Sea light-ships almost 
in full. My valued correspondent, Mr. S. G. Sharman, 
formerly stationed on the E. Dudgeon, has now removed to 
the Corton light-vessel which lies three miles from the coast 
between Yarmouth and Lowestoft, and his notes for the 
latter part of the year refer to this station. I have been 
fortunate in enlisting the help of another keen observer of 
birds in Mr. W. S. Parish, of the Outer Dowsing, which is 
situated some thirty miles E. of the Lincolnshire coast. 
As this vessel is the furthest from the coast of all the North 
Sea light-ships, his notes should prove of exceptional interest. 

OUTER DOWSING LIGHT-VESSEL (W. S. PARISH). 

February 28th.—Wind S.E. Very many Larks. 
March ist-^th.—Wind between S. and S.S.E. On all these days 

Larks, Redwings and Thrushes flying W. 
March 13th.—Wind S.W. Blue Tit. Wagtails flying W. 
March \-]th.—Wind W.S.W. Thrushes, Blackbirds, Redwings, 

Starlings and Peewits. 
March zist.—Wind W.S.W. Blackbirds, Starlings and Waders 

very numerous, flying W. 
April $th.—Wind W.N.W. Blackcaps and " Flycatchers " to W. 
April 12th.—Calm. Blackcaps and " Flycatchers " to W. 
May 13th.—Wind X.W. Wheatears and other " Flycatchers ". 
May 17th.—Wind N.K.W. Wheatears and " F l y c a t c h e r s " , also 

Dotterel and Curlews. 
May igih.—Wind S. " Flycatchers " and Turtle-Dove. 
August 15th.—Wind S.W. Martin flying E. to W. 
A ugusl 22nd.—Wind W.N.W. Pipits and Wheatears flying E. to W. 
August 25th.—Wind S.W. Waders, Wheatears and Pipits E. to W. 
August 2-jih.—Wind S. Waders and Wheatears flying E. to W. 
August 2()th. - Wind N.W., Fog. Waders and Wheatears. 
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August 30th.—Wind N. " Flycatchers " flying W. 
August 31s/.—Wind N.W. Waders and Wheatears to W. 
September jth.—Wind E. Wheatears flying W. 
September 11th.—Wind N.N.E. Waders and Titlarks flying W. 
September 15th.—Wind W.S.W. Snipe flying E. to W. ' 
September 17th.—Wind S. Waders, Wheatears and Redstarts 

E. to W. 
September 19th.—Wind S.E. Titlarks and Brambling E. to W. 
September 24th.—Wind S.E. Waders, Titlarks and Wheatears 

E. to W. 
September 27th.—Wind E.N.E.4. Hawks, Titlarks, Wheatears, 

Robins, Wrens, Redwings and " Flycatchers " E. to W. 
September 28th.—Wind E.N.E.2, Fog. Same birds passing as on 27th. 
September 29th.—Wind N.E. Redwings, Titlarks, Robins, Wrens, 

Wheatears, Snipe and some Herons (seven or eight) flying E. to W. 
November 13th.—Wind E.N.E. Plover, Snipe and Fieldfares. 

Arrived from E. and some settled. 
November 18th.—Wind E. Plover, Snipe and Fieldfares. Arrived 

irom S.E., flew around, and departed to W. 
November 21 st.—Wind N.E. Plover, Knot, Robins, Titlarks and 

Fieldfares. Came from E. and departed W.S.W. 
November 22nd.—Wind N. Plover, Snipe, Larks and Buntings. 

Hovered, and some settled, and left to W. 
December 8th.—Wind N.N.E. Curlews, Snipe and Plover. A 

Greenfinch came on board and died. 
December 17th.—Wind W. Waders, Starlings and Greenfinches. 

Came from E. and departed W. Some settled. 
December igth.—Wind W.N.W. Snipe, Waders and Starlings 

travelling W. 
December 2yd.—Wind W.S.W. Thrushes, Starlings and Wood-

Pigeons from E. to W. 
Wings sent to me from the Outer Dowsing by Mr. Parish 

were the following: April, Blackcap and Meadow-Pipit. 
May, Common Wheatear, Lesser Whitethroat, Sedge-Warbler, 
Willow-Warbler and Dotterel. September, Greenland Wheat-
ear, Garden-War bier, Lesser Whitethroat and Redstart. 
November, Fieldfare. 

E. DUDGEON LIGHT-VESSEL (S. G. SHARMAN). 
February 22nd.—Wind N.E. Continuous flocks of Starlings passing 

from N.E. to S.W. 
February 27th.—Wind S.E. Larks around lantern at night. 
March 1st.—Wind S.S.E. Larks travelling W. and W.N.W. 
March 2nd.—Wind S.E. Larks and Thrushes travelling W. 
March yd.—Wind S. Numbers of Larks killed at night. Proceeded 

W. in morning. 
March 7th.—Wind W.S.W. Herd of Swans, about fiftv, proceeded 

E.N.E. Rooks and Larks to W. and W.N.W. 
March 9th.—Wind S. Flocks of Starlings and Lapwings pro

ceeding W. 
March 12th.—Wind S.E. Flocks of Chaffinches of from three to ten 

travelling W. 
March 16th.—Wind W. Many Waders at night. 
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March ijth.—"Wind S.W. Starlings and Thrushes travelling W. 
March 18th.—Wind W. Starlings travelling W. 
March 2.0th.—Wind S.W. Waders passing over at night and 

number of Starlings killed. 
March 24th.—Wind W.N.W. Rooks flying W. Small flocks. 
March 26th-2gtk.—Wind between S.E. and E. General migration 

of Starlings, Larks, Chaffinches and Titlarks during these four davs, 
all travelling W. and W'.S.W. 

April yth, 8th and gth.—Wind various. Chaffinches, Titlarks and 
Starlings to W. and W.S.W. each day. 

May 14th.—Wind N. Wheatears. Proceeded W. 
May jytk.—Wind S. Warblers around lantern a t night. 
May 22nd.—Wind E. Warblers. Only recognized Willow-Wrens. 

Proceeded W. 
May 23rd.—Wind E. One Willow-Wren and four Spotted Fly

catchers. 
May 24th.—Wind N.E. Willow-Wrens (three) and Whitethroat 

(one). 
June.—Nearly every day throughout the month Swallows and 

Martins flying \V. 
July 8th, gth and 10th.—Swifts travelling W. on these three days. 

These always appeared one or two hours after sunrise in flocks of 
fifteen to twenty. 

August 2yd.—Wind N.W. Kestrel travelling W. 
September ist.—Wind S.E. Wheatears and Titlarks to W.S.W. 
September 2nd.—Wind S.S.E. Wlieatears and Titlarks to W.S.W. 
September yd.—Wind S. Wheatears and Lapwings to W.S.W. 
September 4th.—Wind S.E. Wheatears and Lapwings to W.S.W. 
September 5th.—Wind E.S.E. Four Redstarts, Lapwings to W.S.W. 
September 6th.—Wind E. Redstarts and Titlarks to W.S.W. 
September yth.—Wind E.N.E. Redstarts, Titlarks, Grey Wagtails 

(three), and Lapwings. 
September 8th.—Wind E.N.E. Redstarts, Titlarks and Wrheatears 

to W.S.W. 
September gth.—Wind E.N.E. Ten Lapwings flying W.S.W. 

CORTON LIGHT-VESSEL (S. G. SHARMAN). 
September 18th.—Wind N.W. Small flocks of Finches to W.S.W. 
September 21st.—Wind S.W. Finches to W.S.W. 
September 2.2nd.—Wind S. Finches, Thrushes and Blackbirds 

flying W. 
September 24th.—Wind S. Small lots of Swallows and Martins 

flying S. 
September 27th.—Wind N.E., fog. Thrushes, Chaffinches, Willow-

Wrens, Chifichaffs, Robins and Wheatears (small numbers of each) 
apparently lost. Dense fog. 

September 28th.—Wind N.E., fog. Same species in same quantities. 
September 2gth.—Wind N.E., fog. Birds very numerous and same 

species as above. 
September 30th.—Wind N.E., clear. Goldcrests and Chaffinches to 

W.S.W. 
October yd.—Wind N.E. Larks and Finches to W.S.W. 
October 6th.—Calm. Willow-Wrens and other small Warblers, 

Chaffinches to W.S.W. 
October yth and 8th.—Larks and Starlings travelling W.N.W. 
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Wings sent to me from the Corton Light-vessel were those of 
Meadow-Pipit, Goldfinch, Garden-Warbler and Merlin. 

The outstanding feature of the autumn migration as ob
served on the coast was the extraordinary immigration of 
Robins which took place on September 27th. The weather 
conditions were favourable both for the occurrence of such a 
migration and for bringing it within view, these being: 
an anticyclone covering Scandinavia and the eastern shores 
of the North Sea, a N.E. wind, and a thick mist covering 
the whole Norfolk coast (vide weather chart, p. 310). 

It so happened that it was possible to time the arrival of 
these immigrants to within a couple of hours, for when 
Col. Madoc, who had spent the morning on the " Little 
Eye " at Salthouse, left at mid-day he had seen nothing, 
whilst when he, Mr. Garnett and I returned to the same spot 
soon after 2 p.m. it was alive with small birds. The vast 
majority of these were Robins, which were literally every
where, but with them were a considerable number of Red
starts and Willow-Warblers, and smaller numbers of Chiff-
Chaffs, Wheatears, Goldcrests, Song-Thrushes and 
Sedge-War biers. Amongst this host, later in the day, Col. 
Madoc and Mr. Garnett were fortunate enough to get a close 
view of a Red-breasted Flycatcher sitting on a wire fence, 
and also of a Bluethroat. 

This wave of Robins appears to have hit the whole Norfolk 
coast-line, fresh arrivals probably taking place on September 
28th and 29th. At Paston on 28th the coastal lanes were 
noticed to be full of Robins (R. C. Bell). At Scolt Head 
Mr. D. Carruthers wrote that " there was a Robin in every 
tussock ", while Col. Wr. A. Payn estimated their number 
during these three days over a frontage of about two miles 
on Blakeney Point at 3,000 (antea, p. 230). 

It will be seen from the reports quoted above that Robins 
were recorded on September 27th, 28th and 29th, both from 
the Corton Light-vessel between Yarmouth and Lowestoft, 
and from the Outer Dowsing Light-vessel off the Lincolnshire 
coast, and Mr. G. Caton-Haigh wrote me that during these 
three days many hundreds were to be seen in the coastal 
hedges at North Cotes, Lincolnshire. On the Norfolk coast 
almost all had moved on by October 1st. 

Several were sent to me from different parts of the coast 
and these were all of the typical form Erithactis r. nibeaila. 

It is perhaps worth noting that Miss M. Barclay, who was 
on Heligoland at the time, tells me that few Robins passed 
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through the island until September 29th and 30th and that 
the biggest " rush " was observed there on October 3rd. 

CLASSIFIED NOTES. 

RAVEN (Corvus cor ax).—The first Raven to be reported in 
Norfolk for very many years—seen by Mr. H. E. S. Upclier 
at Sheringham on December 27th—was recorded in my notes 
for 1931 [antea, Vol. XXV., p. 345). This year I am'able to 
record two more, one of which, curiously enough, was seen by 
the same observer in the same place as the 1931 bird. 

On January 13th, during a spell of very hard weather, one 
was seen being mobbed by Hooded Crows over the sea at 
Morston, by Major P. Hammond. On March 8th and gth 
one was seen at Sheringham by Mr. Upcher, and on March 
10th one, probably the same bird, was seen by Miss M. Barclay 
at Salthouse being chased by Gulls and Hooded Crows. 
It is, of course, possible that all these three records refer to 
the same bird, but it is at least highly improbable that a 
Raven could remain on the Norfolk coast from January 13th 
to March 8th unobserved. 

ORTOLAN BUNTING (Emberiza hortulana).—One was identi
fied at Cley during September (E. C. Bird). 

LITTLE BUNTING [Emberiza pusilla).—Col. Madoc tells me 
that he identified one at close range at Salthouse on 
September 20th. 

FIRE-CRESTED WREN (Regnhis i. ignicapillus).—As already 
reported [antea, Vol. XXVI., p. 305) a Firecrest was seen by 
Miss Ferrier at Hemsby on January 23rd. On March 17th 
another, a male in perfect condition, which had been picked up 
under an electric pylon at Yarmouth, was sent to me by Mr. 
A. H. Patterson. A third was identified by Mrs. Ivor Hood, 
at Sidestrand, on October 29th (M. Barclay). 

WAXWING [Bombycilla garrulus).—The only Waxwings 
reported to me were one during the first week of April at 
Harleston (F. Mardinent), and one " about Christmas time " 
at Horsey (A. Buxton). 

RED-BREASTED FLYCATCHER (Muscicapa parva).—On 
September 27th, at Salthouse, during a migratory " r u s h " 
of Robins and other small birds, Mr. R. M. Garnett and Col. 
Madoc had a close view of a female or immature male Red-
breasted Flycatcher. Mr. Garnett noticed that when perched 
upon a wire fence it frequently flicked its tail, thus rendering 
the black and white colouring of this very conspicuous. 
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BRITISH ROBIN (Erithacus r. melophilus).—After reading 
Messrs. D. and L. Lacks' paper on " Territory" (antea, 
Vol. XXVII., p. 79) I paid particular attention to the number 
and distribution of the Robins about my house. Throughout 
the month of December four, apparently on good terms with 
each other, lived in the stable yard, where they had an 
abundant supply of food. Three regularly frequented the 
bird table at the front of the house, and two the back door, 
where also they were fed. All these were separate individuals 
and their numbers appeared never to vary. On the other 
hand, in the roadside hedges and in the coverts, all the Robins 
met with appeared to be solitary. 

HOOPOE (Upupa e. epops).—One was seen at Billingford 
on March 17th (S. W. H. Aldwell). 

SHORT-EARED OWL (Asio f. flammeus).—The plague of 
short-tailed field-mice with which Norfolk was visited in 
1933 resulted in an unprecedented number of Short-eared 
Owls nesting in the county. Whereas in 1932 only one 
nest was reported, this year nine pairs bred on Major A. 
Buxton's marshes at Horsey, and nine more on the adjoining 
Hickling estate (J. Vincent), making eighteen pairs within this 
area of Broadland alone. In addition, two pairs, at least, bred 
in Breckland, on the Norfolk side of the boundary (D. Lack). 

This connexion between the Short-eared Owl and the 
vole is an interesting one. Where did these Owls come from, 
and how did they know the voles were here ? The most 
natural explanation would seem to be that equally large num
bers of Short-eared Owls pass through the county annualh'— 
numbers are generally to be met with in autumn, but not as a 
rule during the winter, or in spring—and that finding the 
voles abundant they remain to breed. 

On November 23rd I saw twenty or more put up out of the 
bracken by beaters at Bayfield near Holt, but whether these 
were home-bred or autumn immigrants one cannot say. 

HOBBY (Falco s. subbuteo).—It is pleasant to be able to 
report that a pair of Hobbies successfully reared a brood in 
the county this year. So far as I know this is the first authen
tic nesting record for Norfolk since the eighties and nineties 
of the last century. For information which, on June 28th, 
led me to the discovery of this nest—an old Crow's in an 
isolated clump of trees—I have to thank Mr. D. Lack. One 
fully-fledged young one was seen sitting on the edge of the 
nest on August 12th and on the 23rd two were flying about 
the tree clump. 
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COMMON BUZZARD (Buteo b. buteo).—Two were seen on May 
20th, 21st and 22nd at Alethorpe near Fakenham (R. N. Hill). 
I saw one at Woodbastwick on December 26th. 

MARSH-HARRIER (Circus as. oeruginosus). 
MONTAGU'S HARRIER (Circus pygargus).—Both species of 

Harrier had a successful nesting season. Of two pairs of 
Marsh-Harriers which bred on one property, one had a clutch 
of six eggs from which four young were reared, and one a 
clutch of seven from which three were reared. The male of 
the latter pair disappeared about the time the eggs were 
hatching, and the three young ones were reared by the female 
alone (A. Buxton). 

OSPREY (Pandion h. halicetus).—More Ospreys than usual 
appear to have visited Norfolk in the spring. During the 
last week in April one was seen at Hingham Sea Mere (S. H. 
Long). From May 6th to 9th one was constantly seen at 
Barningham (M. Barclay). From June 4th to 10th one 
frequented Barton Broad (V. M. Boswell), while one stayed 
at Gunton, where Miss Barclay watched it fishing in the 
lake almost daily, from June 30th to July 19th. 

SPOONBILL (Platalea L leucorodia).—One was seen at Salt-
house on May 27th and 28th, and one at Cley on June 18th 
and 19th (M. Barclay and R. M. Garnett). Another spent 
some weeks during the summer at Horsey (A. Buxton). 

SNOW-GOOSE (Anser h. hyperboreus).—There can be little 
doubt that the Snow-Goose recorded as having been shot at 
Salthouse on September 8th (antea, p. 166) was one of the birds 
which disappeared from Woburn at the end of August 
(ibid, p. 212). 

GREAT CRESTED G R E B E (Podiceps c. cristatus).—Although 
the pair of Grebes which annually nest on my small broad 
generally hatch all of their four eggs, this was the first year 
in which I have known them to succeed in rearing all four 
young ones. The first egg was laid this year on March 25 th— 
eleven days earlier than in 1932—and the fourth youngster 
was hatched on April 22nd. Both parents and all four young 
remained on the broad until June 5th, when the female— 
as last year—left with one of the young ones, the male staying 
on the broad and feeding the remaining three. When I 
returned from a holiday early in July both old birds were 
again on the broad, together with one fully-grown young 
one. This they chased away whenever it came near them, 
and by about the middle of the month it had disappeared. 
The pair were together on the broad until August 10th when 
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one again left. The absent bird returned on October 27th. 
but on 30th there was again only one, and this was last seen 
on November 22nd. 

DOTTEREL (Charadrius morinellus).—One frequented Cromer 
golf links between August 16th and 20th (M. Barclay). 

R U F F (Philomachus pugnax).—A large number of Ruffs 
and Reeves passed through during the autumn migration. 
On October 1st Col. Madoc and I saw parties of three, four 
and seven, and two single birds, sixteen in all, near Yar
mouth. The last seen were two at Salthouse by Mr. Garnett 
on November 5th—a late date. 

LITTLE STINT (Calidris minuta).—1933 was distinctly a 
Little Stint year. I t is not often that they are met with in 
Norfolk during the spring migration, but this year four were 
seen by Miss Barclay and Mr. Garnett at Salthouse on June 
6th. As usual they were with Curlew-Sandpipers. Unusual 
numbers were reported by Col. Madoc at Salthouse during 
September. I saw six at Cantley on October 1st, and the last 
seen were three at Salthouse on October 21st (R. M. Garnett) . 

BROAD-BILLED SANDPIPER (Limicola f. falcinellus).—As 
already reported (antea, p. 52) one was identified by Miss 
Barclay, Mr. Garnett and others at Salthouse on June 7th. 

G R E Y PHALAROPE (Phalaropus fulicarius).—Norfolk shared 
in the autumn influx of Grey Phalaropes which was reported 
from other districts [antea, pp. 171, 206-7, 233, 264, 301). One 
was shot on the coast on October 7th and another on Breydon 
on November 4th. One frequented Salthouse marshes be
tween October 16th and iqth , and another was seen in the 
same locality between November 4th and 6th (R. M. 
Garnett). 

R E D - N E C K E D PHALAROPE (Phalaropus lobatus).—On 
September 24th two arrived at Salthouse, where, on 25th, 
they were joined by a third (R. M. Garnett). On September 
27th I saw all three swimming and wading in a pool amongst 
a lot of Dunlins. They were last seen by Col. Madoc on 
October 1st. 

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT (Limosa I. limosa).—Black-tailed 
Godwits visited our coast in some numbers at both migration 
seasons. The earliest noted were two a t Salthouse on March 
12th (R. M. Garnett). The largest number seen together were 
ten on March 20th, and eight on August 18th and 19th at 
Salthouse (R. M. Garnett). 

GREAT SNIPE (Capella media).—On September 27th one 
was shot and another seen at Wroxham (S. Trafford). 
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WOODCOCK (Scolopax r. rusticola).—On April 9th Sir Hugh 
Beevor showed me a Woodcock sitting on her nest at 
Hargham. This hatched off successfully. Another nest 
found in May at Weybourne was unfortunately destroyed by 
vermin (R. M. Garnett). 

Woodcock were plentiful in the last two months of the year. 
The best bags I heard of were fifty-eight shot at Holkham on 
December 12th (G. R. Colman), this being, I believe, a record 
for this shoot, and twenty-four at Sprowston on December 
26th (M. Falcon). 

W H I S K E R E D T E R N (Chlidonias I. leucopareins).—On July 
7th at Hickling a Whiskered Tern was identified by Mr. J. 
Vincent. 

SANDWICH T E R N (Sterna s. sandvicensis).—Thirty-eight 
pairs nested at Scolt Head, and over 700 pairs at Salthouse 
(R. M. Garnett). None bred this year at Blakeney Point. 

ROSEATE T E R N (Sterna d. dougallii).—One pair nested and 
both young ones were reared. 

LITTLE GULL (Larus minutus).—Single adult birds were 
seen by Mr. Garnett at Salthouse on March 10th and 
April 12th. 

BLACK-HEADED GULL (Larus r. ridibundus).—A Black-
headed Gull bearing a Goteborg Museum ring (No. 11741C) 
was caught at Salthouse, with an injured wing, on April 6th, 
and died a few days later. I learn from Prof. Jagerskiold 
that it was ringed as a nestling on the Island of Maklappen, 
Scania, Sweden, on July 1st, 1929. 

GLAUCOUS GULL (Larus hyperboreus).—On April 1st I 
watched an immature Glaucous Gull both on the wing and 
resting on a flooded marsh near Yarmouth. 

ICELAND G U L L (Larus leucopterus),—One was seen by Mr. 
Garnett on several occasions between October 29th and 
November 3rd at Salthouse. 

SKUAS.—Rather more Skuas than usual appear to have 
visited our coast during the autumn. The majority were 
Arctic (S. parasiticus), but a number of Great Skuas (S. skua) 
were also seen. A Pomatorhine (S. pomarinus) was found 
dead on the beach at Cley on October 25th (M. Barclay), 
and an immature Long-tailed Skua (S. longicaudus) was 
killed on Breydon on October 8th (E. C. Saunders). 

LITTLE A U K (Alle a. alle).—A few Little Auks were met with 
on the coast in January and again in November. 

QUAIL (Coturnix c. coturnix).—One was heard calling in 
a field of young corn at Salthouse on June 3rd (R. M. Garnett) . 
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