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E. G. B. MEADE-WALDO. 

EDMUND GUSTAVUS BLOOMFIELD MEADE-WALDO, who died 
on February 24th, 1934, at the age of 79, will be very greatly 
missed. One of the last remaining representatives of the old 
Victorian naturalists, he was a man of many parts, being an 
enthusiast in various branches of Natural History, especially 
Ornithology, Entomology, and Botany. He was also a keen 
sportsman in his day, and went in for shooting, stalking and 
hawking. But undoubtedly his prevailing interest was in the 
protection of birds, and in this matter he was indefatigable, 
especially with regard to the Kites in Wales, and the local 
nesting birds in the Shetland and Orkney Isles, which he visited 
and investigated regularly for many years. He worked 
hard on the Councils of such Societies as the Royal Society 
for the Protection of Birds, the Society for the Promotion of 
Nature Reserves, the National Trust, and the Society for 
the Protection of the Fauna of the Empire. 

He was not too dogmatic about the preservation of preda
tory animals and birds. He could see both sides of the ques
tion, and he drastically reduced the grey squirrels and Jays on 
his own estate, but at the same time it would have pleased him 
much to have reintroduced wolves into Scotland. "Wolves", 
he used to say, " are much more interesting than sheep ". 
His introduction of the Little Owl in Kent, which was one of 
the centres from which the bird spread, cannot be counted as 
an unmixed benefit. 

He was Vice-President of the Zoological Society and of the 
British Ornithologists' Union. He was also greatly interested 
in Aviculture, and his observations on the habits of Sand-
grouse, which he bred, were of very considerable interest. 

Meade-Waldo was a charming companion, of a most im
perturbable good temper, and full of Natural History in
formation and anecdotes. It was a delight to stay with him 
at his beautiful home in Kent, and to wander about with him 
on the estate, investigating the nest boxes, scores of which he 
had all through his woods, and to see his magnificent collection 
of rhododendrons—among the finest in the Kingdom. 
Equally delightful was it to accompany him on some of his 
expeditions to Wales to investigate the status of the Kites, 
and to the Shetlands and Orkneys, where, on one expedition, 
with the additional companionship of the late W. R. Ogilvie-
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Grant, the celebrated albino White-tailed Eagle was seen 
when visits were paid to its headquarters. 

Meade-Waldo did very little collecting, being much more 
interested in preservation ; but some thirty years ago he made 
an important journey in the Great Atlas and collected birds, 
eggs and butterflies, and he also made collections in the 
Canary Islands. During his journey in Morocco he discovered 
and subsequently described as new, interesting forms of the 
White Wagtail, Coal-Tit and a Martin. In 1905 he was the 
guest of the late Lord Crawford, in a voyage in the latter's 
yacht " Valhalla ", and it was during this voyage, it will be 
remembered, that he and the late Michael Nicoll observed a sea 
monster off the coast of Brazil, which they afterwards des
cribed at a meeting of the Zoological Society. 

Meade-Waldo will be remembered as a most kind and gentle 
man who never said an unkind word about anyone, was a 
most loyal friend, and had a most unremitting enthusiasm 
for Bird Protection. G.E.L. 


