
NOTES 
WOODCOCK INQUIRY 1934-35. 

O N another page is published a Report on the Progress of 
the British Trust for Ornithology. I t will be seen tha t the 
main subject chosen for immediate investigation is the Wood
cock. The object of this inquiry is not to make a complete 
and exact census of breeding pairs, as in the case of the Heron 
and Great Crested Grebe, but to obtain material for an 
accurate map of the breeding range in each county of the 
British Isles at the present time, with the actual numbers 
reported for a large sample of the breeding areas. Further, 
it is intended to ascertain the winter range, also with as much 
information as possible on numbers present, in order to dis
cover how far the winter distribution of Woodcock differs 
from the summer distribution. Questions are asked in order 
to throw as much light as possible on increases or decreases 
in the past, upon migrations or local movements and other 
points of interest not only to field ornithologists but to many 
sportsmen. 

A schedule and postcard are enclosed with this issue of 
British Birds, and we hope that all readers who are in a 
position to do so will undertake to report on one or more 
areas and will immediately fill in the postcard and return it 
to Mr. Alexander, who is organizing the inquiry. In order 
to avoid duplication of effort and to cover as much of the 
country as possible it is obviously important that the organizer 
should have early information as to the areas which our readers 
can undertake. 

There are three matters which could not be dealt with in the 
questionnaire itself. The first is ringing. Jus t over three 
thousand Woodcock have so far been ringed in the British 
Isles under the British Birds scheme, and just over 200 
have been recovered. I t would enormously strengthen the 
scientific value of the inquiry if all concerned would make a 
special effort this season and next to ring a greatly increased 
number of Woodcock, and would ask keepers, shooters and 
others to be sure to notify any ringed birds they meet to the 
address given on the ring. Distribution of rings is normally 
confined to readers of British Birds, but the British Trust for 
Ornithology has arranged to obtain a special supply of rings 
for Woodcock, which will be available for reliable observers 
not otherwise eligible, on application to Mr. W. B. Alexander. 
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The second matter to be mentioned is the appeal made by-
James Schenk of the Royal Hungarian Institute of Ornithology 
to British readers to collect direct observational evidence 
regarding the alleged Irish-English Woodcock migration route. 
(See B.B., XIX., pp. 42, 43). It is hoped that those who 
have the opportunity will bear this appeal in mind, and will 
obtain what evidence they can from S. E. Ireland and S. W. 
England. 

The third point is the supposed existence of two distinct 
races of Woodcock, which has been affirmed by several writers 
and sportsmen, though systematists have not been able to 
confirm this. There are not, however, available for examina
tion any considerable number of skins in collections, which 
could definitely be said to be those of birds breeding in the 
locality where they were obtained. It is, therefore, very 
necessary to settle this question with a number of specimens 
of ringed birds, whose place of birth is of course known. It 
is hoped that in the course of this inquiry ringers and others 
will make an effort to have any Woodcock bearing a ring, 
whether our own or of a foreign station, sent for examination 
and comparison. It must be particularly noted that such 
specimens should not be sent to Oxford, but to the Editor 
of British Birds at 326, High Holborn, W.C.i.—THE EDITORS. 

THE EIGHTH INTERNATIONAL ORNITHOLOGICAL 
CONGRESS. 

THE last time the International Ornithological Congress met 
in England was in 1905 when Dr. R. Bowdler Sharpe was 
President and E. Hartert and J. L. Bonhote Secretaries. 
It was held in London from June 12th to 17th and was 
followed by excursions to Woburn, Cambridge and Bempton. 

This year, after an interval of twenty-nine years, the Con
gress will again be held in England, but this time Oxford 
has been chosen as the place of meeting, which will take place 
from July 2nd to 7th, 1934. On the evening of the 2nd, 
after the Inaugural Meeting of the International Committee 
and the opening of the Congress, the Delegates and Members 
will be received by the Vice-Chancellor of the University. 

The Sectional Meetings will be held daily from Tuesday to 
Friday inclusive, and on Tuesday afternoon an excursion will 
take place to Whipsnade, where the Zoological Society will 
entertain the Members to tea. On Wednesday evening 
there will be a reception organized by the Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds. The dinner to the foreign guests will 
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take place on Thursday (or Friday) at Christ Church Hall, 
and excursions will also be arranged to Lilford Hall and Fox-
warren to view the aviaries of Lord Lilford and Mr. Ezra. 

On Saturday, after the close of the Congress, the long ex
cursion, arranged by Mr. H. F. Witherby and Mr. R. M. 
Lockley, to the islands of the Pembrokeshire coast, will 
leave, returning on Monday morning. The authorities of the 
British Museum have also invited the Members to tea at the 
British Museum of Natural History on Tuesday, July ioth. 

The British Ornithologists' Union and B. 0. Club have both 
made generous contributions towards the costs of entertain
ment. 

Dr. E. Stresemann, of the Berlin Museum, is the President; 
the Rev. F. C. R. Jourdain is the General Secretary, while 
Mr. B. W. Tucker is the Secretary of the Oxford Reception 
Committee, and applications for rooms in the colleges, for 
men only, or for hotel accommodation for married couples 
and ladies, should be addressed to him at the University 
Museum, Oxford. Full particulars will shortly be circulated 
with approximate prices. I t is also proposed to hold an 
exhibition of British Ornithological Art, which will be under 
the management of Mr. B. B. Osmaston of 116, Banbury 
Road, Oxford. 

INCREASE OF TUFTED DUCK IN CO. ANTRIM. 
DURING the last decade Tufted Duck (Nyroca fuligula) have 
increased greatly in Northern Ireland. As an instance of this 
the following facts may be recorded. 

In June, 1921, on a certain flat rush-covered island, four 
acres in extent, in Lough Neagh, I found only one Tufted 
Duck's nest. In 1922 there were two or three nests, in 1928 
about twelve nests, in 1932 about twenty-five nests. 

In June, 1933, I worked the island systematically with some 
friends, and we found fifty-five nests with eggs—mostly full 
clutches—one nest containing twenty eggs. 

J. A. BENINGTOX. 

NIGHTJAR CLOSING EYES WHEN ALARMED. 
ON July 8th, 1930, a Nightjar (Caprimulgus e. europceus) 
which I flushed from her eggs, perched on some wires bordering 
a railway. I was able to approach her closely unobserved 
and on my sudden appearance she quickly shut her eyes to a 
narrow slit. This made me wonder if it was only when sus
picious or alarmed when brooding that this attitude was 
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adopted. When, therefore, my friend, Dr. Clark Kennedy, 
was at Salthouse in 1933 taking photographs of these birds, 
I asked him to let me know whether his results showed that 
my surmise was confirmed. He was working with a shutter 

actuated from a rough hide about twenty yards away, and 
now he has kindly sent me a print of one of his negatives 
which speaks for itself. 

The bird does not appear to be even looking towards the 
camera and therefore we are agreed in thinking that she 
was entirely unsuspicious at the moment when the shutter 
was released. R. M. GARNETT. 

A TEMMINCK'S STINT OBTAINED IN 
HEREFORDSHIRE. 

A TEMMINCK'S STINT (Calidris temminckii) was brought as a 
gift to the Museum of Hereford at the end of January, 1934. 
The donor shot it on the banks of the river Arrow in the 
parish of Eardisland, Herefordshire, about 1890. He cannot 
remember the exact year. As there has not been any record 
of this species in the county up to the present time this occur
rence should be recorded. F. C. MORGAN. 
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