
NOTES FULMAR PETREL INVESTIGATION (1934). 
IN the Report on Progress of the British Trust for Ornithology 
which appeared in our last number it was announced that the 
Trust was supporting the Fulmar Petrel Investigation 
(1934), which is being organized by Mr, George Waterston of 
the Midlothian Ornithological Club. 

The main object of this enquiry is to ascertain the present 
status of the bird as a breeding species in the British Islands. 

Since Harvie-Brown's paper (giving a detailed account of 
the Fulmar's status with a map, which appeared in the 
Scottish Naturalist, in 1912) the bird has increased and spread 
enormously, and up to a point this has been carefully recorded 
and numerous notes on the subject have been published in 
various journals, including our own. 

It is, however, quite certain that many extensions of its 
breeding range have not been recorded, especially in recent 
years, and the Midlothian Ornithological Club have already 
accumulated notes on a number of breeding localities, details 
of which have not appeared in print. 

We therefore support most fully this enquiry, since the 
importance of observing and recording in detail the remarkable 
extensions made by the Fulmar is obvious. 

With this number is issued a schedule and we hope that 
every reader of British Birds, who has visited a colony of 
Fulmar Petrels, or does so this year, will fill in the schedule 
and post it to Mr. Waterston at 27, Inverleith Terrace, 
Edinburgh. Mr. Waterston will be glad to supply extra 
copies of the schedule, and it would be a great assistance if 
readers would apply for schedules to send to any friends who 
have knowledge of any colony. 

It is hoped that the results of the investigation will even
tually be published in our pages.—EDITORS. 

SWALLOW ENQUIRY (1934). 
MR. A. W. BOYD is conducting an enquiry, under the auspices 
of the British Trust for Ornithology, into the average size of 
broods of the Swallow (Hirundo r. rustica) in various localities. 
Mr. Boyd asks for volunteers, who would observe 15 to 20 
nests each in south-west England, west England south 
of Cheshire, Northumbria, Yorkshire or the Midlands, as 
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well as in Scotland. All communications should be addressed 
direct to Mr. Boyd at Frandley House, near Northwich, 
Cheshire.—EDITORS. 

BIRDS FEEDING ON FIR-CONES. 
ON March 13th, 1932, a warm sunny day, I watched, at 
Bawsey near King's Lynn, a flock of nine Siskins (Carduelis 
spinus) and about an equal number of Lesser Redpolls 
(Carduelis f. cabaret) hanging on to the cones of a Scots pine 
and picking out the seeds. Owing to the warmth of the day 
the cones were splitting with a loud crack, and seeds were 
fluttering to the ground where a Wood-Lark (Lullula arborea) 
was busy picking them up. 

Later I saw the same mixed flock feeding on the cones of an 
Austrian pine. With them were a pair of Crossbills (Loxia c. 
curvirostra) and several Greenfinches, Chaffinches, Blue Tits 
and Marsh-Tits, all hanging on the cones and extracting the 
seeds. If a Siskin dropped a seed it would fly down and 
retrieve it and return to the cone, describing a complete circle 
while so doing. N. TRACY. 

[For previous notes on this subject see Volumes 
III. and IV.—EDS.] 

RED-BACKED SHRIKE SEEN IN FEBRUARY IN 
MIDDLESEX. 

BETWEEN February 2nd and 5th, 1934, there was a male 
Red-backed Shrike (Lanius c. collurio) at Harrow-on-the-Hill. 
A friend and I had two views of it. The first was not much 
more than a glimpse in flight, but the next day, when it was 
perched on the top of a thorn bush, we could see all its dis
tinctive markings—greyish head with black stripe through the 
eye, reddish back, grey rump and whitish-pink breast. On a 
third occasion it was seen by another observer. 

M. H. C. WILLIAMS. 

GREAT AND BLUE TITS BREEDING SIDE BY SIDE 
IN A BOX. 

MR. G. HEARN, in a note contributed to The Countryman, 
describes a remarkable case in which a pair of Great Tits 
(Parus m. newtoni) nested side by side with a pair of Blue 
Tits (P. c. obscurus) in a box fitted up inside a bird-watching 
shed in a wood. The birds obtained access through a ventila
tion hole in the door of the shed. The Blue Tit had already 
begun operations by covering the floor of the box with a 
packing of moss when the Great Tit appeared on the scene. 
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It was noticed that when both birds arrived at the same time, 
the Blue Tit gave precedence to the larger species, but there 
was no evidence of any quarrelling between the two birds, 
and, as can be seen from the photograph (which is reproduced 

from The Countryman by kind permission of the Editor), 
the two nests are almost touching one another. Both birds 
brought off their broods successfully. Mr. Hearn informs us 
that he searched the whole wood and failed to find a suitable 
hole for nesting Tits in any of the trees.—EDITORS. 

EARLY ARRIVAL OF BLACKCAP. 
MR. H. H. HUGHES, of Belmont, Shrewsbury, tells me that 
a male Blackcap [Sylvia atricapilia) appeared in his garden on 
March ioth, 1934, and was to be seen daily up to the 14th, 
feeding on berries of cotoneaster. About six days later the 
bird returned and remained a further four days, and was 
heard singing vigorously. The incident is remarkable not 
only for the early date but for such a woodland bird as the 
Blackcap resorting to a garden right in the centre of a town, 
where none had ever been seen before. Apparently it was 
attracted by the berries of the cotoneaster. The Practical 
Handbook gives March ioth and 12th as exceptionally early 
dates of arrival. H. E. FORREST. 
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SPOTTED EGGS OF HOUSE-MARTIN. 
MR. ARTHUR C. JONES, of Rushmoor, Wellington, Salop, 
recently brought for my examination a clutch of five eggs 
of the House-Martin (Delichon u. urbica), all of which were 
spotted. The spots are of a lighter red than in eggs of the 
Swallow, and are scattered over the whole surface uniformly. 
The nest was one of a colony under the eaves of a farm-
building at Allscot. On May 30th, 1933, Mr. Jones found the 
bird sitting on three spotted eggs, slightly incubated, which 
he took. In order to reach them he had to break away the 
lip of the nest. He watched the birds repairing the nest. 
On visiting it again on June 14th he found it contained the 
five spotted eggs which he showed me ; these also were slightly 
incubated. The birds again repaired the nest, and on his 
third visit on June 26th it contained four white eggs (none of 
them spotted), which he left. These were quite fresh, and 
as, on a subsequent visit the Martin flew out of the nest, he 
thinks they probably hatched. H. E. FORREST. 

[Genuinely spotted eggs of the species are rare, though 
eggs are frequently found patterned with dark markings 
from excrement of parasites, which wash off readily. W. E. 
Renaut has recorded a red spotted clutch from Berkshire 
{Bull. Brit, Ool, Assoc, II., p. 123), and others have been 
met with in Herefordshire, etc.—F.C.R.J.] 

CUCKOO AND REDSTARTS. 
ON July 17th, 1932, when examining my nesting boxes, I 
found an egg of a Cuckoo (Cuculus c. canorus) in a nest of a 
Redstart {Phanicurus ph. phcenicurus). This particular 
box was one made by hollowing out a silver birch log, making 
a hole in the side, and putting a lid on the top. The diameter 
of the hole was two inches, and the inner rim of the nest two 
inches from the outside of the hole. The egg was placed 
right at the back of the nest. 

Previous to this, on May 18th, before leaving for a holiday, 
I examined all my nesting boxes and found three Redstart's 
nests. The first contained three eggs, the second six eggs, 
and the third was finished, but empty. When I returned on 
June 5th the first nest was deserted and still contained three 
eggs, the second was empty and pulled up in the middle, and 
the lid had been knocked off the third, which was also empty. 
On the same date I found another nest about thirty yards from 
No. 1 containing six eggs. Three weeks later, when I ex
amined this nest again, the eggs had gone and the nest was 
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pulled up in the middle. On June 6th a pair of Redstarts 
were building in the birch box. On June 27th this nest was 
empty, but on that day I found three more Redstarts' nests 
being built in boxes. When I examined these nests again on 
July 17th they were all empty and pulled up in the middle, 
with the exception of the one in the birch box. On the same 
date I found three more nests of Redstarts all treated in a 
similar manner. 

From June 5th until the 28th I heard Cuckoos about the 
wood every day, and often heard the female give its bubbling 
note. There were about two dozen other nesting boxes 
occupied by Great Tits, Blue Tits, Marsh-Tits, Coal-Tits 
and Wrens, but not one of these was interfered with. I 
think this points to all the damage being done by the Cuckoos. 
During the previous ten years there had been in all about 
forty nests of Redstart in my wood, and not one of them had 
been interfered with. In 1932 not a single Redstart was 
hatched out in the boxes, but in 1933 five pairs returned and 
nested. N. TRACY. 

GLOSSY IBIS SEEN IN CO. ANTRIM. 
I HAVE previously omitted to publish, but think it should 
have been put on record, that on February 28th, 1921, my 
brother and I were stalking wild duck in a bog at Lough 
Neagh when our attention was attracted by a large black 
bird which was feeding about 100 yards away. It was walking 
about on some marshy ground and looked rather like a big 
black Curlew. 

We had binoculars with us at the time, and there is no 
doubt that it was a Glossy Ibis (Plegadis f. falcinellus). 

J. A. BENINGTON. 

GADWALL IN CHESHIRE. 
ON March n t h , 1934, I watched a pair of Gadwalls (Anas 
strepera) swimming with a flock of some two dozen Mallard 
on a subsidence known as Witton Flashes, at Northwich, 
Cheshire. 

This species seems to be almost the rarest of our Cheshire 
duck, and so far as I am aware has occurred only three times, 
the first in 1845 and the last in 1914, and all of them in the 
estuary of the River Dee. 

It has, of course, been seen more often in the south of the 
neighbouring county, Staffordshire, where, in the summer of 
1924, we suspected that a pair had bred (British Birds, 
XVIII., p. 241). A. W. BOYD. 
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BITTERN IN THE ORKNEYS. 
A RATHER small male Bittern (Botaurus s. stellaris), shot in 
the Orkneys at the end of February, 1934, has been preserved 
by Mr. Cooke, taxidermist, Shrewsbury, where I examined 
it. From its size and rather pale buff plumage I judge it 
to be a rather young bird. Although' the Bittern occurs in 
the Shetlands, this is said to be the first obtained in the 
Orkneys. H. E. FORREST. 

YELLOWSHANK AT CAMBRIDGE. 
ON March 29th, 1934, one of the writers (H.G.A.) saw a 
wader at the Cambridge Sewage Farm that puzzled him. 
When it flew towards him and settled it showed much white 
in the tail, and its wings appeared uniformly grey-brown. 
Some white was visible on the under-surface of the wings 
as the bird settled. At a distance of thirty yards, in a poor 
light, its legs looked yellowish, and its beak, rather short and 
slender, had a suggestion of a slight upward tilt. It seemed 
to be rather smaller than the Redshanks that were feeding 
near it. It flew up with them, and it was not seen at close 
quarters again that day. It made no sound in rising, and this, 
together with the very white tail and the lack of the strongly-
pied effect, seemed to show that it could not be a Green 
Sandpiper. So he concluded that it was probably a Wood-
Sandpiper—a bird he had not seen at close quarters for several 
years—though its size, manner of flight and other points 
did not agree with his memory of that bird. It is also to be 
noted that at one moment he thought he heard a Greenshank 
among the Redshanks, but he could not see one. 

On the 30th we both looked for this bird again. After 
putting it up once or twice in the same inconclusive manner, 
and being only certain that it could not be a Wood-Sandpiper 
(E.L.T.), nor a Green Sandpiper (H.G.A.), we finally found it 
settled by itself on another part of the sewage farm, where it 
allowed an approach to within ten or twelve yards, so that 
the colour of every feather on head, neck and wings could be 
seen. At one time two Redshanks settled near it, and it 
fluttered towards them, driving them off, and making a 
rather deep guttural chuckle ; once or twice in flight it also 
uttered the Greenshank-Iike note—twice or three times 
repeated, a good deal less loud than a Greenshank. 

When it was near the Redshanks, the comparison in plumage 
and build could easily be made. It was a shade smaller than 
the Redshanks, with a shorter, slenderer bill, longer, very 
angular legs, and more elegant build. The bill appeared 

A2 
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black, the eye black or dark ; the legs were bright yellow, 
almost orange. The wings, though appearing uniform at a 
distance, were actually thickly spotted with grey-brown. 
The top of the head also had dark grey-brown spots, the upper 
back and sides of neck, round on to the breast, were paler 
brown, the sides especially being only thinly spotted. In 
general the neck looked much whiter than a Redshank's, 
and the under-parts seemed to be almost pure white. 

When the bird flew it gave the impression of pure white 
upper tail-coverts, which contrasted with a brown back, and 
the tail looked white apart from some pale brown colour on the 
central feathers. When on the alert, it several times bobbed 
its head and neck, almost as a Redshank does. 

Having since seen the bird several times, we should describe 
it as the size of a Green Sandpiper and rather like it in flight, 
but not so dark, and with more white on the t a i l ; longer in 
the leg and shorter and slenderer in the bill than a Redshank, 
much more elegant than a Ruff or Reeve (there were several 
Ruffs on the sewage farm at the time, but it never consorted 
with them, and its very white tail, long legs, slender bill and 
grey-brown wings were some of the distinguishing points) ; 
larger, longer in the leg and much whiter on the tail than a 
Wood-Sandpiper. 

On April 1st it was watched at very close quarters through 
telescopes by Messrs. W. B. Alexander and B. W. Tucker as 
well as other observers. All agreed that it was undoubtedly 
a Yellowshank (Tringa flavipes). Since then it has been seen 
by several members of the Cambridge Bird Club on various 
dates up to the time of going to press. 

This seems to be the ninth record for this species in the 
British Islands ; all the earlier occurrences have been in 
autumn. I t seems just possible that it had been driven across 
the Atlantic on its northward migration from South America 
by the severe storms recorded off south-west Europe in the 
middle of March. E. L. T U R N E R . 

H. G. ALEXANDER. 

ICELAND REDSHANK IN MONMOUTHSHIRE. 
BARNACLE-GOOSE AND POSSIBLE ICELAND 

REDSHANKS IN GLAMORGAN. 
O N December 16th, 1933, Mr. J . G. Williams, of Cardiff, shot a 
Redshank on the mud-flats off Peterstone Wcntlloog, Mon
mouthshire. The bird was feeding by itself and was not one 
of a flock. Upon examination Mr. Williams saw that it was 
considerably darker than a typical Common Redshank 
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(Tringa t. totanus), being much more spotted on the upper 
wing-coverts, breast and flanks. I t was shown to us and we 
agreed to the possibility of its being of the Iceland race (Tringa 
totanus robusta). Mr. Williams sent the bird to Colonel 
R. Meinertzhagen, who has now confirmed this identification. 

This is the first definite record for South Wales, although 
probably a few occur every winter as we have suspected since 
March 19th, 1932, when we saw on the shores of Kenfig Pool, 
Glamorgan, three Redshanks, not together, but occurring 
singly at intervals of five or six hundred yards from each other. 
These birds looked particularly dark on the under-parts, and 
almost grey-black on the upper, and we mistook the first for a 
Spotted Redshank (Tringa erythropus) until it took flight 
and the white secondaries became visible. 

Each behaved similarly when flushed and totally unlike 
a Common Redshank, rising quite silently and fluttering over 
the water or along the edge of the pool, and hesitating many 
times as though about to alight before actually doing so. 
They never flew any great distance and allowed a compara
tively near approach. 

The Common Redshanks, which are usually numerous about 
the pool, were absent, but we eventually discovered them in 
small parties in the shallow bottoms amongst the sand-dunes, 
engaged in courtship, chasing and displaying. They were 
obviously lighter in appearance than those we had just been 
watching. Miss C. M. Acland, who was with us, visited the 
pool the following day, but the three dark birds had 
disappeared. 

Mr. H. T. H. Foley informs us that on December 9th, 1933, 
he had an excellent sight of a party of five Barnacle-Geese 
(Branta leucopsis) off Whiteford Burrows, Glamorgan, and 
at the same place on February 8th, 1934, he got close up 
to another. These are the first definite records for this 
species in Glamorgan and it appears to be uncommon in South 
Wales generally, the only other records being :— 

Cardiganshire.—Obtained in the Dovey estuary in the winter 
of 1854-5, by Sir Pryce Pryce. (Professor J. H. Salter.) 

Pembrokeshire.—Described by Mathew in his Birds of 
Pembrokeshire, 1894, as a winter visitor, but only three 
specimens are definitely recorded. 

Brecknockshire.—One killed on the Usk, at Talybont, in 
1882. (E. Cambridge Phillips, Birds of Brecknockshire, 1889.) 

There are apparently no other records for South Wales. 
GEOFFREY C. S. INGRAM. 
H. MORREY SALMON. 

A 4 
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GREY PHALAROPE AND LITTLE STINT IN WINTER 
IN CARDIGANSHIRE. 

As several notes have been published in British Birds recently 
on the appearance of the Grey Phalarope (Phalaropus fuli-
carius), it may be worth while recording that one appeared 
near Aberystwyth on February 3rd, 1934, and I was able to 
watch it for a considerable time, and found it next morning in 
the same spot, but about noon it disappeared. One is arrested 
at once by the sight of this beautiful little bird and its graceful 
movements. It was quite fearless and let me approach to 
within 10 or 15 yards, the distance at which it was from the 
water's edge. 

Another rare visitor to this neighbourhood was a Little 
Stint (Calidris minuta) which I saw on February 12th, 1934. 
This little wader was feeding on the harbour mud flats at low 
tide in company with some Ringed Plovers and Redshanks, 
so that I was able to get a comparative idea of its size, but in 
any case it was most definitely smaller than any other wader 
with which I am acquainted. I watched the bird for half an 
hour and was able to get within 20 yards of it. The date of its 
appearance is certainly unusual. W. HASTINGS SMITH. 

A NEW FRENCH ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY.—We note with 
pleasure the foundation of yet another Ornithological Society, 
" La Societe d'Etudes Ornithologiques", of which the 
quarterly journal Alauda will be the official organ. Meetings 
will be held monthly at the Laboratoire de Biologie experi-
mentale, La Sorbonne, 1 rue Victor-Cousin, Paris (5e) except 
from July to November. MM. H. Heim de Balsac and H. 
Jouard are the Secretaries, and Dr. E. Beraut, Treasurer. 

CLUTCHES OF TWO EGGS IN BLACKBIRD.—Major W. M. 
Congreve informs us that he has had two nests of Black
bird (Turdus m. merula), both in small yew trees, under 
observation this spring (1934) in Denbighshire, and found that 
in each the first egg was laid on April 1st. A day or two later 
each nest contained two eggs and the birds were sitting 
closely. No further eggs had been added by April 6th, and 
Major Congreve considers that no interference could have 
occurred. Such cases, though unusual, are not unprecedented 
(see Zoologist, 1900, p. 431), also two clutches of two are 
recorded from south Devon in Brit. Birds, VII., p. 63, and the 
late E. B. Dunlop found a nest with one young bird and one 
egg-
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COMMON BUZZARD IN K E N T . — W i t h reference to the note 
on p. 265, Mr. E. C. Herring writes that he saw a Buzzard 
near Canterbury in March, 1934. Capt. G. E. Took informs 
us that a male Buzzard (Buteo b. buteo) was unfortunately 
shot near Canterbury in April, 1933, and came to his hands. 
Capt. Took states that he had seen two of these birds in the 
same district in 1932. 

UNUSUAL B I R D S IN W E S T SCOTLAND.—Mr. C. Cairnie 
records (Scot. Nat., 1933, p. 183) that he watched a par ty of 
Velvet-Scoters (Oidemia fused) off the Troon shore, Ayrshire. 
(No date is given, probably autumn, 1933). 

Mr. Nicol Hopkins noted a Black Tern (Chlidonias niger) 
at Balgray dam, Renfrewshire, on September 3rd, 1933 
(i.e., 1934, p. 27). 

Mr. T. Thornton Mackeith writes (i.e., 1933, p. 183) that a 
young bird, identified as a Short-eared Owl (Asio f. flammeus), 
was found on May 16th, 1933, on Duchal Moor, Renfrewshire. 
The keeper who reports this had seen Owls constantly hunting 
on the moor in 1931 and 1932, but had failed to find a nest. 
The bird had not, apparently, been previously recorded 
as breeding in the county. 

W H I M B R E L AT NORTH WORCESTERSHIRE RESERVOIR, 1932— 
Correction.—In Mr. H. G. Alexander's notes on " Birds at 
North Worcestershire Reservoirs, 1932 ", there is a record 
of a Whimbrel (Numenius p. phceopus) as having been seen 
by Miss C. James on the exceptionally early date of March 6th 
(antea, Vol. XXVI. , p. 252). A correspondent having drawn 
our attention to this record, we consulted Mr. H. G. Alexander, 
who informs us tha t he finds this was a misprint, unfor
tunately undetected, for May 6th. 
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