
NOTES 
RAVEN'S NEST WITH TEN EGGS. 

IN Anglesey, on March 19th, 1934, we found the nest of a 
Raven (Corvus c. corax) in which were ten eggs. We believe 
that never more than seven eggs have been recorded before 
in the British Isles, so this clutch was probably the product of 
two hens. 

An interesting fact which supports this supposition was the 
presence of another, apparently new, nest about twenty yards 
away which—although empty—was newly lined. 

Never more than two birds were seen near the nest at the 
same time, and their behaviour was in every way normal. 
Thus it may have been that the first hen was killed after 
laying her eggs, and that the hen which took her place laid 
her own eggs in the same nest, although another nest was 
built, or, at least, relined. 

Unfortunately the birds deserted a few days later but the 
eggs were still there on March 29th. 

We visited the nest again on April 7th when we intended to 
take the eggs to ascertain whether they were fertile or not. 
However, the eggs were gone and the lining was torn out, 
probably the work of a Carrion-Crow. 

The overhang of the cliff prevented our getting an adequate 
photograph, even with the aid of a rope. 

Five of the eggs seemed to be more densely spotted than the 
remainder. E. F. ALLEN 

J. M. NAISH. 

PALATE MARKINGS OF NESTLING SKY-LARK. 
(Plate I.) 

THE portrait of the female Sky-Lark (Alauda a. arvensis) 
with young, reproduced in Plate i, was taken at a roadside 
nest near Buxton on June 1st, 1932. The rendering of the 
nestlings' palates was made possible by low but favourable 
lighting, somewhere about 9.0 a.m. (true time). 

After feeding two of the four young, the Sky-Lark proceeded 
to brood them in the rear half of the nest, ignoring the re
maining two which seemed eager to be fed, opening wide their 
mouths repeatedly. The cock announced his arrival by 
uttering a low warble, the signal for the hen to leave the nest, 
and he then fed the nestlings shown in the illustration. 

JOHN ARMITAGE. 
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FIRECREST IN HAMPSHIRE. 

A T about n a.m. on April 13th, 1934, I watched an adult 
Firecrest (Regulus i. ignicapillus) a t the edge of a birch wood 
on Hengistbury Head. 

I had it under observation for at least half an hour, in a 
very good light. At times it was less than four feet away. 

I wrote down a full description while it was in view, and 
made a rough sketch of its head. Besides the typical black 
and white head-markings, I particularly noticed its light 
forehead, greenish mantle, light underparts and the yellowish 
patch on the side of its neck. While I was watching it, a 
hen Goldcrest came into view several times, so tha t my notes 
were made largely by comparing the two. Though tame it 
was extremely restless. 

On April 14th the Rev. F . C. R. Jourdain and I again 
saw it in the same place for a short time, a t about 3.45 p.m. 
Mr. Jourdain thought it was probably a male, as its reddish 
orange crown was so bright. 

Four occurrences are mentioned in The Birds of Hampshire 
and the Isle of Wight (Kelsall and Munn, 1905), but several 
have been recorded since then. K. B. ROOKE. 

SONG-THRUSH ALIGHTING ON SEA AND K I L L E D 
BY LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL. 

W H I L S T travelling between Finisterre and Ushant on the even
ing of April 3rd, 1934, on the direct Gibraltar-Plymouth 
route, my attention was drawn to a Song-Thrush (Turdus 
philomelus ? subsp.), which had been following the ship for 
the past twenty minutes. This bird had suddenly flown 
forward, hovered over the donkey-engines on the forward 
well-deck as if contemplating landing, circled round the ship 
and joined up with a small company of seven Sky-Larks 
(Alauda a. arvensis) which were flying close alongside to 
starboard. 

After flying steadily with the Larks for a few moments 
the Thrush dropped gently down on to the sea with outspread 
wings, and appeared to be riding the water comfortably 
enough till a Lesser Black-backed Gull (Lams f. fitscus) 
swooped down upon it from behind, killed it with a sharp 
blow delivered at the back of the head, and carried it off. 

The Thrush's action in alighting on the water seemed quite 
deliberate and the bird did not appear unduly exhausted. 
Had it not felt confident that landing on the sea was perfectly 
safe it seems likely that it would have chosen to land on the 
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ship instead. It is noteworthy that, as in the case of a 
Redstart reported as alighting on the sea (antea, Vol. XXV., 
p. 80), there was a swell on the water but the surface was 
smooth. W. J. EGGELING. 

BLACKBIRD'S NEST WITH SEVEN EGGS. 
IT may be of interest to record that a Blackbird (Turdus in. 
merula) is now (May 10th, 1934) sitting on the unusual number 
of seven eggs, just outside Kegworth station (actually in 
Nottinghamshire). A. ROEBUCK. 

[I have records of four other cases of seven eggs and two 
of eight.—F.C.R.J.] 

JACK SNIPE IN INNER LONDON. 
MR. F. A. RHODES, of 3, Charing Cross Road, W.C.i, brought 
to the Zoological Gardens on May 2nd, 1934, a Jack Snipe 
(Limnocryptes minimus) which he had picked up in Pall 
Mall the same day. 

The bird had an injured wing, evidently having flown 
against a telegraph wire. D. SETH-SMITH. 

[The Jack Snipe has very rarely been recorded for Inner 
London (see Vol. XXII., p. 242).—EDS.] 

GLAUCOUS GULL IN CORNWALL. 
As the Glaucous Gull (Lams hyperboreus) is only an irregular 
visitor to Cornwall it may be well to record an immature 
example that I saw on the shore north of Sennen Cove on 
March 25th, 1934. It was in a mob of other Gulls, Greater 
and Lesser Black-backs, Herring, Common and Black-
headed, and as it stalked about among them, all except the 
Greater Black-backs, its compeers in size, edged away from 
it, careful to give it place. From a distance its freckled, 
creamy-buff coloration picked it out at once from the other 
Gulls, and in flight the absence of black in primaries and 
tail made it even more conspicuous. CHAS. OLDHAM. 

ICELAND GULL IN HAMPSHIRE AND DORSET. 
ON April 6th, 1934, at about 10 a.m., I watched an immature 
Iceland Gull (Larus leucopterus) on the sea off Branksome 
Chine, Poole, Dorset. It was resting on the water near some 
Herring-Gulls, several of which were immature, and so 
afforded good material for comparison. The following is a 
summary of my notes made at the time : About the same 
size as a Herring-Gull, certainly not larger. Noticeably 
white in comparison with the immature Herring-Gulls, 
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showing, however, distinct ashy-brown markings on the 
mantle. No dark markings on the primaries. Bill—basal 
half, light; distal half, dark. 

In flight it appeared very white, and as it got farther away 
the dark markings were lost to view, for after I had watched 
it for about five minutes it flew off towards Bournemouth 
Pier, and when it again settled on the water it was a mere 
speck, as seen through my telescope. In flying east it passed 
far over the Hampshire boundary, which is less than half 
a mile away. 

From its close resemblance to the bird I saw at Bristol 
in the early part of 1933,1 should say that it was in its second 
year. 

Only three records are given in The Birds of Hampshire 
and the Isle of Wight (1905), and none in The Birds of Dorset 
(Mansel-Pleydell, 1888), though about four have occurred 
in the latter county since then. K. B. ROOKE. 

ICELAND REDWINGS AND FAEROE SNIPE IN KENT.—Dr. 
J. M. Harrison records (Ibis, 1934, pp. 395-6) the occurrence 
of specimens of Turdus musicus coburni at Shoreham (Darenth 
Valley) on February 14th, and of a CapMa gattinago faeroeensis 
near the same place in mid-December, 1925. 

LONG-EARED OWL BREEDING IN ISLE OF MAN.~Lieut.-Col. 
H. W. Madoc informs us that on March 4th, 1934, he found 
a nest of a Long-eared Owl (Asio 0. otus) in an old nest of a 
Magpie in the Isle of Man. It then contained six eggs. On 
March 26th there were six eggs and one newly-hatched 
chick. As incubation begins with the first egg as a rule in 
this species, and the eggs are laid at intervals of about 48 
hours, this only gives approximately the incubation-period 
(31-32 days). Other observations give varying periods 
from 27 to 30 days. 

Seven is an unusual number in England for this species, 
though recorded on several occasions, while eight eggs have 
been met with a few times. In France, Raspail states that 
out of eleven nests examined all contained seven eggs except 
one, which held eight! The date is also unusually early 
for this species, though clutches have been recorded as early 
as March 2nd.—F.C.R. J. 

"TEMMINCK'S STINT" OBTAINED IN HEREFORDSHIRE— 
Correction.—In our issue for April, 1934 (Vol. XXVII., p. 340), 
a bird sent to the Museum, Hereford, as a Stint, was recorded 

MAN.~Lieut.-Col
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as a Temminck's Stint, but unfortunately this was a wrong 
identification, and the bird, which we have now seen, was a 
Dunlin (Calidris alpina) in winter plumage.—EDS. 
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Female Sky-Lark and Young, showing palate markings of the latter. 
(Photographed by John Armitage.) [See page 27. 
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