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BIRDS OF I N N E R L O N D O N . 
BY 

A. H O L T E M A C P H E R S O N . 

ADDITIONAL SPECIES. 

T H E Northern Guillemot (Uria a. aalge), caught in Finsbury 
on December 15th, 1933 (Vol. XXVII. , p . 263), makes an ad
dition to the list published in this magazine in 1929 (Vol. 
XXI I . , pp. 222-244) and subsequently extended. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES IN 1933. 

For some years the Greenfinch (Chloris ch. chloris) has been 
increasing steadily in London. In March I counted a flock 
of twenty-six on one tree in a busy Kensington thoroughfare. 

The Golden-crested Wren (Regulus r. anglorum ?) was 
seen by Mr. E. G. Pedler in Kensington Gardens on January 
24th and February 13th, and by Miss S. Cropper on October 
21st in Hamilton Terrace, Holland Park. 

Birds which appeared to be Greenland Wheatears ((Enanthe 
ce. leucorrhoa) arrived in some numbers on Mav 3rd in Regent's 
Park (D. Seth-Smith, Report to H.M. Office of Works). 
There can be little doubt that some of these birds pass regularly 
each spring through this park, which, until the last few years, 
has received but little attention. 

A Redstart (Phoenicurus ph. phcenicurus) was seen on April 
24th by Miss M. Rew in Regent's Park, and another by Mr. 
E. G. Pedler, on August 20th, in Kensington Gardens. I t 
is rather surprising that others were not noticed, for in Rich
mond Park the species was more numerous during the summer 
than I have ever known it. 

A pair of British Great Spotted Woodpeckers (Dryobates 
major anglicus) excavated a nesting-hole 25 feet from the 
ground, in the trunk of a chestnut, in the grounds of Holland 
House. On May 5th, when their work appeared to be 
complete, they were attacked and ousted by four Starlings, 
which subsequently continued the battle for possession among 
themselves. If the Woodpeckers endeavoured to nest else
where, I failed to discover the spot. 

The Cuckoo (Cuculus c. canorus) was heard, as usual, 
in spring ; and others were seen between July 23rd and 
August 8th in St. James's and Hyde Parks, and Kensington 
Gardens, while the Hon. Guy Charteris informed me that he 
saw one (August 2nd) in Berkeley Square. 
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Col. A. E. Hamerton saw a Sparrow-Hawk (Accipiter n. 
nisus) chased by Black-headed Gulls in Regent's Park on 
December 19th (D. Seth-Smith, i.e.). 

A Goosander (Mergus m. merganser) was observed by 
Mr. E. G. Pedler on December 14th. It was a red-headed 
bird and was on a small piece of open water at the east end 
of the Serpentine, most of which was then covered with ice. 
The presence of a crowd of tame ducks and gulls had given 
it confidence and it was floating a few yards from the shore. 

On October 7th, Mr. E. M. Nicholson saw an immature 
Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus senator) feeding among 
ducks, close to the bridge in St. James's Park (C. S. Bayne, 
Report to H.M. Office of Works). This species is not known 
to have visited this park before, though it has been recorded 
once from the Serpentine. 

A Turtle-Dove (Streptopelia t. turtur) was noted on May 15th 
in Regent's Park (D. Seth-Smith, i.e.). Two Snipe (Capella 
g. gallinago) were seen by Capt. Sir Bryan Godfrey-Faussett, 
R.N., on December 21st in Hyde Park, not far from the Marble 
Arch (Times, December 23rd, 1933). 

A Woodcock (Scolopax r, rusticola) was noticed flying 
across Green Park, towards Piccadilly, on the morning of 
March 29th, by Mr. Willoughby Radcliffe and two friends, 
one of whom, like Mr. Radcliffe, was a sportsman well ac
quainted with Woodcock. Both these gentlemen noticed 
that it was a very dark bird. 

In connexion with the Scandinavian Lesser Black-backed 
Gull (Lams f. fuscus), seen over the Thames at Millwall by 
Mr. H. G. Attlee on November 4th (antea, p. 305), it may be 
remembered that it was this reach of the river which produced 
the first record of this species from Inner London. About the 
date of Mr. Attlee's observation several of these birds were to 
be seen in the London district. 

The occurrence of a Landrail (Crex crex) on Duck Island, 
St. James's Park, on December 5th, was reported by Mr. 
Hinton, the bird-keeper. Curiously enough, in November, 
1932, a bird of this species was found caught in a wire enclosure 
on this island. 




