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ADDITIONS AND ALTERATIONS TO THE 
BRITISH LIST. 

BY 

H. F. WITHERBY 

A SUMMARY of the additions and alterations to the List 
was given in June, 1932 (Vol. XXVI., p. 16), and since then 
some further alterations were notified in June, 1933 (Vol. 
XXVII., pp. 2-3). 

As a result of the deliberations of the British Ornithologists' 
Union List Committee some further necessary additions and 
alterations have now been published (Ibis, 1934, pp. 632-638). 
These are given below, and the numbers and former names 
refer to the systematic list printed in the last part of the 
Practical Handbook and reprinted in the Check-List. 

ADDITIONS. 

5A. THE SCANDINAVIAN JACKDAW.—Coloeus monedula 
monedula (L.). 

CORVDS MONEDULA Linnaeus, Syst. Nat., ed. X., I., p. 106 (1758— 
" Habitat in Europas agris ". Restricted typical locality Sweden 
from first reference Fauna Svecica No. 72.) 

In the Practical Handbook (Vol. I., p. 19, footnote) it was 
stated that this bird might be an autumn immigrant, but 
that we had not examined a specimen. In his Birds of Suffolk 
Dr. C. B. Ticehurst showed that the bird did occur, and he 
has recently exhibited to the Committee two specimens 
of this form from his collection, taken by Mr. E, Knight at 
Corton, near Lowestoft, on March 3rd, 1911. 

DESCRIPTION.—This form is more tinged with grey on the under-
parts than C. m. spennologus and has a small patch of white or creamy-
white feathers at the base of the sides of the neck ; usually also the 
silver-grey " collar " is paler than in C. m. spermologus. 

Mr. Jourdain supplies the following :— 
DISTRIBUTION.—Abroad.—Southern Sweden north to between 63 ° 

and 64° N. lat. In Norway it is resident in the south (Sjrrland, Ostland 
and Trondelag), but does not occur north of 69° 30'. I t also breeds 
on the Aland Isles and southern Finland up to 61 ° 30' on the western 
side ; and apparently in Esthonia. 

BREEDING-HABITS.—Resemble those of the Central European race, 
nesting in church towers, chimneys, hollow trees, etc. Eggs 5-7, 
no appreciable difference in size in series of 13 measured. Breeding-
season rather la ter ; first week in May in south, two to three weeks 
later in north. 
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373A. THE ARCTIC RINGED PLOVER.—Charadrius hiaticula 
tundrce (P. R. Lowe). 

JEGIALITIS HIATICOLA TUNDRA P. R. Lowe, Bull. B.O.C., XXXVI. , 
p. 7 (1915—Yenesei River, Siberia). 

This form is also mentioned in the Practical Handbook 
(Vol. II., p. 519, footnote) as possibly occurring in the British 
Islands, but the late Mrs. Meinertzhagen was unable to 
differentiate it in winter plumage. 

Dr. Carmichael Low has recently gone very fully into the 
question in these pages {antea, pp. 64-66) and has given a 
description and an account of its distribution. The identified 
occurrences he enumerates refer to Norfolk, Kent, Sussex 
and Buckinghamshire, and the dates range from August 
2nd to October 20th. 

443A. THE BRIDLED TERN.—Sterna ancethetus Scop. 
STERNA ANCETHETUS Scopoli, Del. Faun. et. Flor., Insub. II . , p . 92 

(1786—Panay Island, Philippines). 
STERNA AN^ETHETA FULIGULA Licht., G. Mannering, Bull. Brit. Ool. 

Assoc, Vol. I I I . , No. 9, p. 97. 

A Bridled Tern, sometimes called the Lesser Sooty Tern or 
Panayan Tern, was found dead by Mr. Guy Mannering on the 
beach, two miles inland from Dungeness, near the Hoppen Pits, 
on November 19th, 1931. The bird was considerably decom
posed, but Mr. Mannering managed to preserve it. It was a 
male and the stomach was empty. Mr. Mannering thought 
that it had been struck down by a bird of prey as there was a 
wound in the breast. It was an adult moulting from summer 
to winter plumage, the new feathers on the crown being 
streaked with white, and those on the mantle being tipped 
with grey. 

The bird agreed best with specimens from the Red Sea, 
the primaries and tail-feathers having less white, and the white 
of the under-parts being more greyish than in birds from the 
West Indies. The inner web of the outer primary was white 
at the base with a wedge of dull white running up from it, 
while the inner web of the next primary was pale brown with 
white only at the base. The outer tail-feather was white with 
a dark tip on the inner web and the next tail-feather was dark 
brown with only the base of the inner web greyish-white, instead 
of white with a brown tip as in birds from the West Indies. 

The measurements were : wing 250 mm., longest tail-feather 
(worn) 145, bill from feathers (some forehead feathers lost) 
approximately 41, tarsus 20. 
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A good many forms of Sterna ancethetus have been described, 
but the validity of some of these appears doubtful, and 
consequently it is proposed at present not to define the sub
species. Mr. N. B. Kinnear and the present writer have 
examined the series in the Natural History Museum as well 
as the type of Swainson's Sterna melanoptera from Gambia, 
kindly lent by the authorities at Cambridge, this being the 
only specimen available from West Africa. The latter bird 
measures: wing 264.5, bill 41.5, outer tail-feather 182, 
tarsus 22 mm. It differs from western Atlantic specimens— 
S. a. recognita (Mathews)—by having less white in the outer 
primaries and outer tail-feathers, but it is difficult with the 
material available to make out any constant differences 
between it and birds from the Red Sea, which have been 
separated as S. a. fuligula Licht., or between these and birds 
from the Indian Ocean which have been called S. a. antarctica 
Lesson and the typical form S. a. ancethetus Scopoli from the 
Philippines. 

The Bridled Tern may be briefly described as follows :— 
Adult male and female, summer.—Forehead white, this extending in 

a stripe over the eye ; crown, nape, lores and stripe through eye 
black ; back of neck grey ; mantle, back, wings and tail grey-brown 
(outer tail-feathers and inner webs of primaries more or less white as 
described above) ; under-parts white tinged grey. Winter.—Feathers 
of crown and lores streaked white and those of mantle tipped grey. 

Juvenile.—Crown, nape, back of neck and lores streaked greyish-
white and black-brown, forehead and stripe over eye white ; rest of 
upper-parts dark brown, feathers narrowly tipped whitish. 

First winter.—Appears similar to adult winter, but crown more 
streaked with white. 

Measurements.—Specimens from the Red Sea measure as follows : 
adult male—wing 245-260 (one 265) mm. ; tail : outer feather 155-174, 
central 70-76 ; tarsus 20-21.5 ; bill from feathers 39-44 (12 measured) ; 
? wing 237-252. 

Soft parts.—Bill, legs and feet black. 

' Mr. Jourdain supplies the following :— 

DISTRIBUTION.—Abroad.—Excluding the Bahaman and West Indian 
form (S. a. recognita), also the races from Mexico (S. a. nelsoni) and 
the Mascarene Isles (S. a. antarctica), we have the Red Sea form (S. a. 
fuligula), which is resident in the southern part of the Red Sea and the 
Gulf of Aden, eastward to the Persian Gulf and Mekran coast and south 
along the East African coast to Mozambique. The typical race 
(S. a. ancethetus) breeds in the Philippines, Celebes and on islands off 
the Chinese coast. 

BREEDING-HABITS.—Usually on islets, where the single egg is laid on 
the ground. No nest is made but advantage is taken of rocky out
crops, long grass, etc., to provide concealment. Average size of 
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52 eggs of S. a. fuligula: 44.2 x 31.2 ; max. 52 x 32.4 and 46 x 34 ; 
min. 41.3 x 31.3 and 45 x 30.2. Ground-colour varies as a rule from 
creamy to deep salmon-buff, occasionally greenish or bluish, blotched 
and spotted all over with red-brown and ashy. The breeding-season 
from late May to August, but most eggs are laid in June-July. 

The following notes by Mr. G. C. Madoc on the breeding-
habits of this Tern as observed in the South China Sea, 
and the excellent photograph accompanying them, have been 
sent to us by his father, Col.- H. W. Madoc, who kindly 
permits us to publish them here. 

" On June 14th, 1934, Ryves and I visited the Pulau 
Burong on the advice of Mr. C. N. Chasen. The Pulau 
Burong is a group of four small rocky islets, or stacks, preci
pitous and surrounded by deep water, some n miles west of 

Bridled Terns at the nest, Pulau Sepoi, June 19th, 1934. 
Part of the egg can be seen in the right-hand corner of the crevice. 

Pulau Tioman. This Tern was breeding in great numbers 
all over the four stacks. We found eggs only a few feet above 
the tide-mark laid on the bare rock, others on the cliffs, and 
yet more concealed in the grass at the summits. These 
latter were laid on the bare earth, always sheltered by some 
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rocky outcrop, and were approached by tunnels through the 
grass. Some of the eggs laid on the rocks were placed on a 
few strips of dry grass, but these seemed to have got there 
more by accident than design. Probably they had blown 
down from above. On the following day some Johore Malays 
arrived and proceeded to rob the nests systematically on the 
three climbable stacks. On June 19th we found another large 
colony of these Terns on Pulau Sepoi, a small island north-west 
of Tioman. This island resembles a very large stack, being 
guarded on all sides by cliffs ; but the top, which is strewn 
with boulders, is also covered with large trees. Here the birds 
were undisturbed and therefore very tame. We were able to 
take photographs at ranges of only ten feet. On the other 
hand the eggs were more closely concealed. They were all 
at the top of the cliff, concealed under boulders and even 
amongst the roots of outlying trees. Many of them had been 
laid on soft mould and were very soiled in consequence. 
Only one egg is laid, of remarkable size for the bird. 
In shape the eggs are oval, slightly pointed at one end—not 
nearly so pointed as most Tern's eggs. The ground-colour 
when fresh is pale stone-colour, but when incubation is 
advanced the egg takes a greenish tinge. This appears to be 
a permanent alteration of the pigment as the colour is retained 
after blowing. The eggs are thickly spotted and blotched all 
over with lavender and dark madder brown. In one case there 
were a few jet-black blotches. The markings, which are very 
variable, predominate at the larger end. Although in many 
cases incubation was far advanced we found no young 
birds " 

In the Practical Handbook (Vol. II., p. 720, Note) it is men
tioned that a specimen of this Tern was said to have been taken 
on a lightship at the mouth of the Thames in September, 
1875, as recorded by Howard Saunders (Zool., 1877, p. 213), 
but the same author did not consider the evidence sufficiently 
perfect to warrant the introduction of the species as a British 
bird in the fourth edition of Yarrell (Vol. III., p. 566). The 
authorities at the Booth Museum, Brighton, where this bird 
now is, kindly sent it up for examination, and it was found that 
it was completing a moult from winter to summer plumage 
with a number of new (still in sheaths) entirely black 
feathers on the crown and mantle. The date, September, 
must therefore be wrong, and this is a final reason for rejecting 
the record. 
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NEWLY DESCRIBED BRITISH SUBSPECIES. 

In the January, 1934, issue of The Ibis, Colonel R. Meinertz
hagen described the following new races of birds from South 
Uist, Outer Hebrides, and these have been added to the List 
by the B.O.U. Committee. 

20A. THE HEBRIDEAN TWITE.—Carduelis flavirostris 
bensonorum (Meinertz.). 

ACANTHIS FLAVIROSTRIS BENSONORUM Meinertzhagen, Ibis, 1934, 
p. 55 (S. Uist, Outer Hebrides). 

In a series the Twites from S. Uist arc decidedly darker 
on the upper-parts than birds from the mainland. 

In 1921, in Berajah, p. 1, Pastor Kleinschmidt described 
the English bird as distinct from the typical form, naming 
it " Loxia Flavirostris parallelicolor," but we could not agree 
to this (see Practical Handbook, Vol. II., p. 888), and Colonel 
Meinertzhagen confirms that he is unable to distinguish the 
differences, but Pastor Kleinschmidt had not seen Outer 
Hebridean birds. 

187A. HEBRIDEAN STONECHAT.—Saxicola torquata theresae 
Meinertz. 

SAXICOLA TORQUATA THERESAE Meinertzhagen, Ibis, 1934, P- 5 6 (S. 
Uist, Outer Hebrides). 

In this form the female is decidedly darker and less yellowish 
on the upper-parts and of a deeper colour on the breast and 
flanks, while the males are slightly darker on the upper-parts 
than in S. t. hibernans. 

Colonel Meinertzhagen considers that Scottish birds are 
intermediate and that birds from the west coast of Scotland 
are perhaps the same as the Outer Hebridean birds. He also 
considers that Stonechats from Portugal and Brittany are 
more like 5. t. theresae than S. t. hibernans. 

200A. THE HEBRIDEAN HEDGE-SPARROW.—Prunella 
modularis hebridium Meinertz. 

PRUNELLA MODULARIS HEERIDIUM Meinertzhagen, Ibis, 1934, p. 57 
(S. Uist, Outer Hebrides). 

Darker on the head and under-parts, more red on the upper-
parts and with the black streaks of the feathers of the upper-
parts blacker and broader and thus more prominent than in 
English birds. 
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Colonel Meinertzhagen also described the Irish Hedge-
Sparrow as distinct under the name Prunella modularis 
hibernicus, Ibis, 1934, p. 57. These were intermediate in 
colour between the Hebridean form and P. m. occidentalis, 
but the Committee could not agree that the Irish birds were 
suciffiently distinct for recognition. 

It may be mentioned here that the same author in the 
article referred to states that the breeding form of the Starling 
in S. Uist is Sturnus v. zetlandicus. 

He also states that ten Redwings collected on the island 
in November and December were all of the Iceland form 
Turdus musicus coburni. This form has also been recorded 
from Ross-shire, Fair Isle, cos. Galway, Mayo and Donegal, 
and Kent. 

A Dipper obtained in S. Uist in January, Colonel Meinertz
hagen states, was even darker than birds of the Irish form, 
but Jt may not have been a resident bird. He also states that 
three Dippers from Arran (west Scotland), now in the British 
Museum, are of the Irish form. 

ALTERATION OF NAMES. 

The List Committee propose in this Report that the name 
of the British Song-Thrush should be altered to Turdus 
ericetorum ericetorum Turton, British Fauna, I., p. 35, 1807, 
and consequently the Hebridean Song-Thrush to Turdus 
ericetorum hebridensis. In the case of the Continental Song-
Thrush, however, an error appears to have been made in 
proposing to change its name to Turdus ericetorum planiceps 
Ehrenberg, 1833. The name planiceps does not, as was 
supposed, antedate philomelus, a confusion having arisen in the 
division of the two parts (one published in 1828 and the other 
in 1833) of the Symbolae Physicae in which the name planiceps 
appeared. We propose therefore to postpone making any 
change in the names of the Song-Thrushes in these pages 
until this point is cleared up. 
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