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LETTERS. 

DIFFERENCES IX THE BREEDING-HABITS OF SUSSEX 
AND CORNISH CORX-BUNTIXGS. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—With reference to the extremely interesting article by Lieut.-
Col. and Mrs. B. H. Ryves on the breeding-habits of the Corn-Bunting 
as observed in north Cornwall (Vol. XXVIII . , pp. 2-26) and Mr. John 
Walpole-Bond's detailed study of the Sussex Corn-Buntings (Vol. 
XXV., pp. 292-300), it may be of interest to record that from 17th to 
20th of June, 1934, on Salisbury Plain, about mid-way between the 
two districts referred to above, I saw a considerable number of Corn-
Buntings feeding young ones out of the nest. I caught several of 
them and found that they could fly quite well for short distances. The 
areas where I observed these young birds were cultivated, so that the 
nests must have been in the growing crops. 

The first eggs in these cases must have been laid about the middle 
and certainly not later than the end of May. It would therefore appear 
probable that Wiltshire Corn-Buntings conform more closely to the 
Sussex birds both in regard to the commencement of nidification and 
the choice of nesting-sites for their first clutches than they do to Cornish 
birds. I t would be interesting to ascertain how much further west 
the differences in habits became more pronounced. 

But perhaps it would be misleading to a t tempt to draw conclusions 
from a few days' experience in any particular locality. D. H. MEARES. 

BLACKCAP IN ATLANTIC IX JUNE. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—On the way to attend the International Ornithological 
Congress I observed a male Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla) far away from 
land. I t was on June 30th, 1934, at 8 p.m., at the geographical 
position 490 24' N and 130 8' W. There was a slight north-westerly 
breeze at the time. The bird was following the ship and apparently 
trying to come on board ; it was, however, inadvertently chased away 
by one of the passengers and flew away in a westerly direction. The 
date, which is in the middle of the breeding-season of this species, 
seems to be the most interesting detail of this observation. 
AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY, ERNST MAYR. 

N E W YORK. 
July 28th, 1934. 

[The position indicated by Dr. Mayr is over 300 miles west of Lands 
End .—EDS. ] 

MERLINS BREEDING ON DARTMOOR. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—With reference to Mr. W. Walmesley White's note 
(arttea, p . 87), I write to say that on May 16th, 1920, I flushed a female 
Merlin which was sitting on four eggs near Cadover Bridge. In this 
case the nest was on the ground among heather and other herbage. On 
a subsequent visit I was able to identify the bird beyond question. 

To my knowledge Merlins have bred in the same district on at least 
one other occasion ; and a fairly long and intimate acquaintance with 
southern Dartmoor induces me to believe tha t the species is less rare 
there than is generally supposed. On at least a dozen occasions I have 
seen Merlins in keepers' galleries in woods bordering Dartmoor, and 
last June I was sorry to see a pair nailed up in a plantation some three 
miles west of Cadover. F . HOWARD LANCUM. 
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ESSEX HERONRIES . 

To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—Mr. E. M. Nicholson's letter in the August number (antea p . 88) 
would have been passed by me without comment but for the fact that 
he introduces quite unnecessarily my name and tha t of the late Dr. J. H. 
Salter. As Mr. Nicholson's letter might create a false impression I 
feel it advisable tha t the matter should be reviewed. My reason for 
quoting the views of Dr. Salter was the intimate knowledge he had of 
the Old Hall Marshes, for if there had been a heronry in the reed-beds 
near Tollesbury these particular marshes would have been the most 
likely locality. I t is true tha t I expressed dissatisfaction with the 
evidence adduced by Mr. Nicholson, and he was apparently satisfied 
with my claim for he placed this record in square brackets and he has 
brought forward no information to justify their removal. I have 
difficulty in understanding why this matter should be reopened. 

In regard to the additional Essex matter which has come to light, 
it should not be overlooked tha t this county has had an important 
stimulus in the shape of an ornithology published in 1929, to say 
nothing of many useful papers which have appeared in the pages of 
The Essex Naturalist. WILLIAM E. GLEGG. 

[Mr. Nicholson did not reopen the question of the reed-bed site, 
which he still agrees cannot be taken as authentic without fresh histor
ical evidence. Dr. Salter was mentioned in connexion with the 
recently-recorded Rolls Farm heronry to show how even a keen observer 
can miss a heronry in his own neighbourhood. Essex is not by any 
means the only county where this has happened.—EDS.] 
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