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AN ATTACKING TAWNY OWL. 
BY 

W. A. CADMAN. 

SOME few years ago I decided to enlarge upon the ordinary 
types of nesting-boxes, with which the garden was already 
overstocked, and to branch out on a new line. Accordingly 
I constructed three very large and spacious boxes, which I 
deemed would be quite irresistible to the pair of Tawny Owls 
(Strix a. sylvatica) which, almost nightly, hooted down my 
chimney ; I also made a smaller box intended for the use of 
Jackdaws. These with great labour I fixed in various trees 
about the garden. 

The result of all this was that the Starling population of 
the garden increased by four pairs. However, in 1933, when 
on my round of ringing young Starlings, I found that a Tawny 
Owl had actually laid in one of the boxes—the smallest one 
intended for Jackdaws—but that one of the eggs was cracked 
and the bird had deserted. I removed the eggs and placed 
some peat moss in the bottom of the box. 

This year I started my first tour of inspection in April. 
Much to my surprise not one of the usual Starling boxes was 
in use ; most had new nests in them, but these were all 
deserted and one had freshly-broken eggs within. As I 
climbed up to the Jackdaw box a fine Tawny Owl flew out, 
and I was pleased to find that she had laid two eggs. 

I was not at home again till May 14th, when I climbed up and 
and ringed the two Owlets, which were about half grown and 
getting their feathers nicely. There was no food in the nest. 
The next day the old bird flew off the nest as I climbed up 
and I found the remains of an almost fully-fledged young 
Rook in the box. This was rather a surprise to me, for only 
the previous day a friend had accused me of harbouring an 
Owl which had been " throwing young Rooks out of their 
nests " in his rookery near by ; of course I had indignantly 
upheld the honour and integrity of my Owl. 

I had a further surprise the next day. I had climbed 
about halfway up the tree when I suddenly received a thump 
on my right shoulder ; as I turned round I saw the old Owl 
gliding softly away ; the force of the blow can be judged by 
the fact that her claws left a clear imprint on my shoulder 
and that in spite of a thick jacket and pullover. That 
evening I climbed up again, this time in an old mackintosh ; 
she came for me four times, one of which was a false stoop 
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missing me. The impact of each of the other blows was 
plainly audible from the ground below where a friend was 
watching. 

Well, I refused to be bullied by a creature towards which 
I had shown the utmost hospitality (I was even feeding the 
young Owlets in order that I could keep a record of what she 
was bringing to the nest; but after the first day or so she 
removed any surplus food as well as much of what I brought), 
so I decided she must be caught, severely reprimanded and 
ringed. Accordingly, on the following day, I wound an old 
length of tennis netting round my shoulders and climbed up, 
fondly hoping that her claws would become entangled in the 
net. Sure enough she came almost at once and planted her 
feet well and truly on the one part of my back which was not 
covered by the net. 

During the next two days she attacked four times and 
three times respectively, hitting me on the back of the hand, 
coat collar, shoulders and back ; at the end of this time I 
had to admit defeat, at least so far as the tennis net was 
concerned. 

On May 20th I constructed a kind of glorified butterfly 
net out of three short bamboos and some netting. Armed 
with this I once more ascended the tree ; the Owl came 
almost at once, and before I could even raise the net she had 
struck me a glancing blow which turned my jacket right 
back over my shoulder. She struck me in all five times, and 
each time she managed to choose the exact moment when I 
was unable to use the net. Her most effective coup was one 
to the seat of my trousers ! 

By this time the whole affair had become quite a personal 
matter between us ; I almost believe she was enjoying it all 
as much as I was. Anyway, as I was going away the next 
day, I decided to have one last attempt that evening. I 
managed to get myself firmly seated on a branch about 
halfway up the tree before she arrived ; thus I was completely 
ready when she came and with a cunning sweep of the net I 
caught her. She was quite submissive and readily allowed 
herself to be extricated and ringed ; I then gave her a good 
talking to and released her ; she shook her ruffled dignity 
and glided off to the Scots pine where normally she spent the 
day. 

The following day, however, I could not resist paying one 
last visit to the nest, chiefly to find out what effect yesterday 
had had on her morale. As I climbed up to the nest I could 
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see her on her usual bough ; presently she came as before, 
but at the last minute her courage failed her and she swerved 
off. I climbed on up to the nest-box (by this time the Owlets 
had come to regard me as a supernumerary parent and readily 
accepted Sparrows, small rats, etc., out of my fingers); while 
I was there the old bird came again. Usually she came on 
the same level as that at which I was ; on this last and final 
occasion, however, she came on a level a good three feet 
above my head and, half closing her wings, dropped feet 
foremost through a gap in the foliage, hitting my shoulder 
with a terrific impact. It was the best attack she had accom
plished. As I climbed down I had to admit that after all 
she had undoubtedly carried away the honours. 

As far as I could make out the main items of food supplied 
to the young were nearly fledged young Rooks, Blackbirds, 
Starlings and Thrushes ; on one occasion I found the fresh 
leg and thigh of a young Little Owl, and a neighbour accused 
this bird of taking half-grown chickens ; although I found 
no evidence to support this, an Owl had been seen to carry 
off a chicken in daylight near by, and an Owl which attacks 
human beings might be capable of anything. Most of the 
young Rooks brought to the nest were nearly fully grown. 


