
NOTES, 
SNOW-BUNTINGS FROM INLAND IN KENT. 

As records of the Snow-Bunting (Plectrophenax nivalis) from 
inland districts in the south are comparatively few, the follow
ing would appear to be of interest despite the fact that one of 
the occurrences has remained unrecorded for over sixty years. 
This refers to an adult male which was shot by Mr. F . Wynne 
in March, 1876, below Ide Hill Church, near Sundridge. I t 
was a single bird, and through the kindness of Mr. Wynne and 
his son is now in my collection. Two more were seen by the 
late Mr. Cross a few days before Christmas, 1928, at Wood
lands, Kemsing. The identification in the case of these two 
birds was made by Mr. Cross, who was thoroughly familiar 
with the species in Norfolk, where he had lived for many 
years. Being in doubt at first lest a confusion had arisen 
between this bird and the Brambling, I showed him skins of 
both species, when he at once picked out the Snow-Buntings 
as being the birds he had seen. JAMES M. HARRISON. 

SPOTTED FLYCATCHERS PROTECTING NESTLINGS 
FROM HEAT OF SUN. 

I N June, 1934, a pair of Spotted Flycatchers (Muscicapa s. 
striata) produced five young in an old tea-kettle fastened to the 
east wall of my house at Cheddar, this being the fourth year of 
their occupation of this quaint home. When the sun topped 
my neighbour's house its rays fell upon the kettle, the inside of 
which became like an oven for several hours. The nestlings 
were in a very distressed condition, stretching their necks over 
the side of the nest, and gasping, with mouths wide open. 

The sense shown at such times by the adult birds was 
remarkable, and very interesting to watch. One would stand 
a t the entrance on the frayed edge of the kettle, in a rather 
elongated position, and fan, sometimes very rapidly, with 
both wings, for varying periods of time. I t would then fly 
on to the overhead electric wire, when the other bird would 
quickly alight in the same spot and perform a similar duty. 
I t was obvious to me that the distress of the nestlings was 
owing to the suffocating heat inside the kettle, which the old 
birds alleviated by fanning air to them. STANLEY L E W I S . 

A CHIFFCHAFF TRIANGLE. 
T H E Central Park, Plymouth, is an area of grassland, scat
tered trees and a small valley in which there is some rough 
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gorse and bramble. This area is a mile long and between 
\ and \ mile wide and is effectively isolated by the wide 
belt of houses surrounding it. In the valley—the 
part most favoured by birds—there were five nesting 
pairs of Willow-War biers (Phylloscopus t. trochilus) and 
one male Chiffchaff {Ph. c. collybita) in 1934. Between 
April 9th and April 28th the song of the male Chiffchaff 
was heard on fourteen different days, nearly always in the 
middle part of the valley. On April 29th, 30th, May 1st, 
2nd, 3rd, he was stationed farther up the valley, where 
he was seen with a hen Chiffchaff. This hen began building 
a nest there on May 2nd, laying her first egg on May 
8th and completing the clutch of five by May 12th, but I 
never found her incubating and the eggs remained cold and 
deserted. Meanwhile, on May 4th, two days after the nest 
was begun, the male was ranging quite a quarter of a mile 
up and down the valley and after tha t date he was usually 
in the lower part of the valley. I t is strange that just as 
this clutch was being completed and for three consecutive 
days from May 14th he seems to have established himself so 
far away. From May 26th onwards for the whole of the 
remainder of the nesting season he was very constant in 
occupying the middle part of the valley where he had first 
appeared. I t was in this middle part that on June 2nd, a 
month after the commencement of the first nest, I was 
astonished to find that the male was helping a female to feed 
young ones in a nest 180 yards from the first and further 
down the valley. These young birds left the nest fully fledged 
on June 4th. I t was obviously impossible for the female of 
the deserted nest to have relaid and reared young by this 
date and subsequent events confirmed my belief that this 
could only have resulted from a second hen laying her eggs 
a few days before those found previously. 

The Chiffchaff is certainly normally monogamous and single 
brooded, so it was a surprise to find that this male mated with 
two hens and a further surprise on June 9th to find that the 
unsuccessful hen was building another nest only thir ty yards 
up-valley from the nest in which the young had been reared. 
This new nest had a very wide platform of leaves in front of 
the entrance. During the next few days the lining was added. 
On one occasion I saw this persevering female fiercely chased 
and set upon by her successful rival who temporarily left her 
duties of escorting and feeding her brood for this purpose. 
The first egg was laid in the new nest on June 13th and the 
other four eggs on subsequent days. On July 2nd the young 
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hatched. This gives an incubation period of fifteen days, 
which is two days over the normal time. This may be 
accounted for by the fact that for two days after the full clutch 
had been laid the hen was not found sitting. 

The young were successfully tended and fed by their 
mother (alone, as far as I saw) and were within three or 
four days of leaving the nest when, on July 12th, it was 
found to have been pulled out. Three days later I heard both 
hens giving the alarm note and there was another savage 
chase and the illfated hen again had to flee from her pursuer. 

The male's song lasted a few days longer, being last heard on 
July 20th. He had probably never heard another male 
Chiffchaff throughout the whole season. I heard him on forty-
seven different days and there was never more than the one 
bird singing. It is quite inconceivable that in the course of 
my regular daily visits I could have missed another male had 
there been one. 

The rivalry of the two hens is interesting as it normally may 
play an important part in the maintenance of the usual pairs, 
for Col. Ryves remarks on the absence of this characteristic 
in the polygamous Corn-Bunting (Br. B., Vol. XXVIII., 
page 21). The fact of the male leaving the territory of the 
first-found nest is the only explanation I can offer of the 
desertion of that nest. The female refused to brood while the 
male kept right away out of sight. 

The female which rebuilt and relaid did not do so in the 
usual period of about five days but waited a whole month until 
after the rearing of the other hen's young, in which the male 
took part, was completed. Evidently until then the male was 
not free to give her sufficient attention. H. G. HURRELL. 

[In the few cases of recorded evidence the male took no 
part in incubation or feeding the young.—F.C.R.J.] 

WHINCHAT'S EARLY NESTING AND BUILDING 
AGAIN WHILE FEEDING YOUNG. 

DURING the latter part of May, 1934, I had under observation 
on some moors on Snipe House Farm, near Alnwick, three 
pairs of Whinchats (Saxicola r. rubetra) of which two pairs 
nested exceptionally early. 

On the 26th the first pair were discovered feeding young 
which had already left the nest and which were able to fly. 
These appeared at least sixteen days old. 

On the 27th a second pair of fledged young of about the 
same age was found and an hour or so was spent watching 
these early next day. After both the male and female had 
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been observed feeding the young the female was seen to fly 
on several occasions to one particular tuft of grass. On 
visiting this tuft a half-built nest was discovered and further 
watching through binoculars proved definitely that the 
female was engaged in nest building in the intervals of feeding 
the young. The male was not seen to assist her. 

I had, unfortunately, to leave the district on the 29th 
and cannot say whether eggs were laid in this nest or not. 
Double brooding does, however, appear to be indicated, 
and it is interesting to read in the Practical Handbook, in 
reference to this : " Said by Saunders to be double brooded, 
but this seems very doubtful ". 

With regard to the third pair located no nest was found but, 
from the behaviour of the birds, they seemed to have a clutch 
on the 20th, and food was not yet being carried on the 25th, 
when they were visited for the last time. W. J. EGGELING. 

NUMBERS AND DESTRUCTION OF BROODS OF 
NIGHTINGALES IN SUFFOLK. 

NIGHTINGALES (Luscinia m. megarhyncha) have this year 
(1934) been unusually abundant in east Suffolk, as in several 
other districts. In one area, comprising a circle of roughly 
one mile radius, I marked down thirty-six nests, while at least 
ten additional pairs were nesting in the same area, to judge 
by the number of singing males and the alarm notes of the 
birds, though I did not actually discover their nests. 

The destruction of eggs and of broods of young has, however, 
been very marked. Out of seventy nests that I have observed 
this season the contents of at least twenty-five have perished. 

Vermin of various sorts have been almost the sole cause 
of this destruction. Mice have sucked the eggs, while stoats 
and rats have devoured the unfledged young. 

Probably the mildness of last winter is the cause of the 
prevalence of abnormal numbers of these pests of which the 
local keepers make especial complaint this year; and in several 
cases when the birds, having lost their first clutches or broods, 
have built a second nest, the contents of the latter have been 
similarly ravaged. 
Number of Nests :—containing Number of Eggs or Young. 

1 ... 6 
44 ... 5 (two being second nests) 
17 ... 4 (four ,, ,, ) 
1 ... 2 (a second nest) 

Of the above, eleven clutches of eggs and nine broods of 
young were destroyed by vermin, a total loss of fifty-two eggs 
and forty-two nestlings. 
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The eggs of six other nests were destroyed before the 
clutches were complete. A. MAYALL. 

SWALLOW CLUTCHES AND BROODS. 
DURING the summer of 1934 five pairs of Swallows (Hirundo 
r. rustica) nested around my house and outbuildings at 
Stoughton Vicarage, near Chichester, Sussex. From them 
the following data were obtained :— 

Fledged. 
o 
5 
4 
4 

4 
3 

2 0 

nests AA 
and DD were the second nests of the pairs at A and D respec
tively, and were in July. The brood of five in nest A all died 
from the effects, presumably, of the intense heat in the latter 
half of June. The nest was close up under some slates in an 
outhouse, and the heat there was appalling. 

Thus, for the seven nests recorded, the average clutch was 
4.43, the average fledged brood 2.86. Of the total 31 eggs 
laid, 83.87 per cent, hatched, 64.52 per cent, became fledged 
young birds. HOWARD J. EMMET. 

_ SWALLOW UTILIZING ROBIN'S NEST. 
IN a carpenter's shop forming one side of the yard of a house 
in S,W. Kent five or six pairs of Swallows {Hirundo r. rustica) 
annually nest, most of them rearing two broods. In 1934 a 
Robin (Erithacus r. melophilus) built her first nest, and reared 
a brood, on the horizontal beam along the top of one of 
the side walls to which the rafters are fixed. She then built 
a second nest on the same beam in an angle made by one of 
the rafters, and above and just to one side of the door. Here 
she reared her second brood of four, which were ringed on 
June 24th and flew soon after. A Swallow then took posses
sion, added a narrow rim, about a quarter of an inch high 
and thick, of mud and fine straws, and a plentiful lining of 
chicken's feathers. She laid her first egg on July 15th and 
her four young were ringed on August loth. The nest is 
still (September 9th) being used by them for roosting. 

N. F. TICEHURST. 

Nest. 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 

AA 
DD 

Eggs : 
Clutch. 

5 
5 
5 
5 
3 
4 
4 

Addled or 
Destroyed. 

0 
0 
1 
0 

3 
0 
1 

Hatched. 

5 
5 
4 
5 
0 

4 
3 

Young 
Died. 

5 
0 
0 
1 

-
0 
0 

7 nests 31 5 26 6 

The first five nests (A to E) were all May nests 
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MORTALITY AMONGST NESTLING LESSER SPOTTED 
WOODPECKERS. 

I N May, 1934, I located two nests of Lesser Spotted Wood
peckers (Dryobates m. comminutus) in order to photograph 
the fledged young at the nesting-hole, if possible. In the 
first nest the young hatched off, and the domestic affairs 
seemed to be going on successfully, when suddenly the nest 
was forsaken. The old birds were not seen to visit the tree, 
so after a few days' waiting the shaft was opened up, and the 
four almost fledged nestlings were found dead in the nest. 
They were in fine condition and very plump. After this 
occurrence, the other nest was visited and found to be aban
doned. Here again the shaft was opened up, revealing 
exactly the same state of affairs, the young, also four in num
ber, in the same condition and state of plumage, were dead 
in the nest. Little Owls were at first suspected of killing 
the adult birds, but this was proved not to be the case; the 
old birds were seen and heard. Plenty of water was in close 
proximity to both nests. In the absence of further proof 
there seems to be only one conclusion, namely, that these 
nestlings died from suffocation during the heat-wave which 
prevailed in the severest drought in recent history. Both 
nests were situated so that the sun shone upon the entrance 
holes for several hours each day, consequently the heat at the 
bottom of the shafts must have been intolerable. The nesting 
trees were situated six miles apart so that the mortality 
seems to have been general. STANLEY L E W I S . 

AN UNRECORDED ROUGH-LEGGED BUZZARD 
FROM KENT. 

A FINE example of the Rough-legged Buzzard (Buteo lagopus) 
was obtained at a place known as Brans Hatch, East Hill, 
Kemsing. The bird had been seen the day previously and 
was secured in a t rap baited with a rabbit. The existence of 
this specimen was first brought to my notice by the late Mr. 
W. Williams, who was under-keeper on the Beechy Lees 
Estate at the time of its capture by the then head-keeper, the 
late Mr. Daniells. This bird is now in the possession of Mr. 
Daniells's son at Offam, near Wrotham, where I have been 
able to see it. I have gone carefully into this record and am 
satisfied with its authenticity ; tha t it was obtained in this 
part of Kent there can be no doubt, and at the end of February 
or early in March, and as to the year, I am assured that it 
was more than thir ty years ago, thirty-six to thirty-eight 
years ago was stated to be its age, which I think means 
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that it is even a few years older and belongs to the 1892 
invasion of Rough-legged Buzzards. JAMES M. HARRISON. 

SHELD-DUCK NESTING IN STRAW STACK. 
THE nest of a Sheld-Duck (Tadorna tadorna) which was built 
in the side of a stack of threshed straw was reported to me this 
May by Mrs. Christy, of Lordington, near Chichester, Sussex. 
There were nine eggs, but, unfortunately, the bird was killed 
on her nest by a stoat or rat. Later, I was able to visit the 
nest myself and found that it was built on the ground-level 
and about one foot into the side of the stack. 

It was approached by a tunnel from opposite ways which 
ran along in the loose straw at the side of the stack, and 
parallel to the side of the stack. The tunnel was four feet 
in length, with the nest in the middle, so that the duck could 
approach her nest from opposite sides, each tunnel from the 
entrance to the nest being two feet. The nest was lined in 
the usual way with the duck's own down. 

The nearest tidal water would be at Emsworth, three miles 
away. HOWARD J. EMMET. 

BUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPER IN SUSSEX. 
ON August 21st, 1934, an example of the Buff-breasted Sand
piper (Tryngites subruficollis) was obtained at Rye Harbour. 
The bird was a single one and was feeding on one of the 
numerous small mud patches on the saltings. It was con
spicuously sandy coloured. On dissection the bird proved to 
be a male. It was in fat condition and is apparently adult, as 
the cranial vault is evenly ossified. Identification in the flesh 
was confirmed by Dr. Arnold McMillan of New Romney. The 
specimen, which has a wing of 133.5 mm., is now in my 
collection. JAMES M. HARRISON. 

EXTENSION SOUTHWARD OF TEMMINCK'S STINT'S 
BREEDING-RANGE IN NORWAY. 

THE following notes on the southward extension of the range 
of Temminck's Stint (Calidris temminckii) in Norway, have a 
special interest in view of the recent discovery of a nest in 
Scotland. 

On June 7th, 1934, I visited a place called Sandhoug, in 
the middle of the Hardanger Vidden, which is about 4,000 
feet above sea-level. On my way there and during my stay 
I occasionally saw some small waders flying about at a 
great pace which I was unable to identify. On June 23rd, 
while crossing a bog near Sandhoug and near a small pool, 
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I almost trod on a bird which rose from a nest with four eggs, 
only about a couple of inches from my foot. The bird re
minded me very much of Temminck's Stint, which I had found 
breeding on Fokstuen, on the Dovrefjeld, some years pre
viously. I t was very shy and would not allow a close approach 
when sitting. Next day I found a Dunlin (Calidris alpina) 

sitting close by, and after comparing the eggs was satisfied 
tha t I had stumbled upon a most interesting discovery. By 
concealing myself near the nest I had a good view of the bird 
and saw that it was Temminck's Stint, and was able to secure 
a series of photographs of the sitting bird, of which one is 
reproduced here. 

The eggs were considerably incubated, but as there seemed 
to be several pairs breeding here, I took the eggs, which are 
now in the Stavanger Museum. HERMAN L. LOVENSKIOLD. 

SPOTTED REDSHANK'S AND TEMMINCK'S STINT IN 
LINCOLNSHIRE. 

A SPOTTED REDSHANK (Tringa erythropus) was shot at Tetney 
Haven on August 16th, 1934. The bird is a male in immature 
dress. A second example, an immature female, was shot 
on September 7th at North Cotes. An immature female 
Temminck's Stint (Calidris temminckii) was caught in a 
Plover decoy at Conisholme on September 25th, 1931. All 
three birds were received by me in the flesh and are now in 
my collection. JAMES M. HARRISON. 
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SPOTTED REDSHANK IN SUSSEX IN SPRING. 
ON May 13th, 1934, my son, Hugh F. Ticehurst, saw a bird 
at the Midrips, which, from his description, cannot have 
been anything else than a Spotted Redshank (Tringa erythro-
pus) in full summer plumage. It was wading breast deep 
and feeding in company with a number of Bar-tailed Godwits 
(Limosa I. lapponica). As compared with them it was 
slightly smaller, with a much shorter, straight bill, and jet 
black all over except for a white tail-patch. I was a few 
minutes too late to see the bird myself, but I afterwards 
received confirmation of its identity from Mr. H. E. Lynn-
Jones who had seen it independently. N. F. TICEHURST. 

LARGE CLUTCHES OF EGGS IN TERNS. 
THE summer of 1934 was remarkable for the size of the clutches 
among the Common Terns [Sterna h. hirundo) nesting in a 
north Lancashire colony, over 90 per cent, of the early ones 
having clutches of three or more. Among the latter were one 
clutch of five and eight of four eggs. I once saw a clutch of 
five eggs in the Isles of Scilly (Vol. XVIII., p. 112). Possibly 
some of these were due to two hens laying in one nest. The 
later eggs, deposited on June 28th and 30th, were for the most 
part clutches of two. 

Among the Common Terns the first young were seen on 
June 10th to the number of thirteen. Last year this happened 
about June 8th when forty-eight were counted, and in 1931, 
on June 6th, when there were five young. 

As regards Sandwich Terns [Sterna s. sandvicensis) there 
were no clutches of three eggs here, but in the Ravenglass, 
Cumberland, colony there were three clutches of three each. 

H. W. ROBINSON. 

NOTICE TO RINGERS.—Ringers are reminded that all 
schedules with lists of birds they have ringed during the 
season should now be sent in. A special form for the list 
of totals ringed has already been issued to each ringer, and 
it is particularly requested that this form shall be used. 
Separate lists should be sent in at the same time of all birds 
recovered, and those who have done any considerable amount 
of retrapping are asked to apply for a special form for 
recording retrapped birds only.—H.F.W. 

YOUNG MUTE SWAN DIVING.—Mr. J. C. S. Ellis informs 
us that while helping the keepers at Bretton Park, near 
Wakefield, Yorkshire, to pinion some cygnets of the Mute 
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Swan (Cygnus olor), a single bird got away from the rest and 
had to be pursued closely. When the keeper was in the act 
of netting it the bird dived and swam under the boat to re
appear some yards astern. Mr. Ellis states tha t under the 
water it swam with neck outstretched and the wings held 
close to the sides, only the feet being used for propulsion. 
I t must be specially noted tha t this bird dived under stress 
when it was cornered and dead beat, and none of the others 
which were caught more easily at tempted to dive. 

SHAG INLAND IN K E N T . — D r . J. M. Harrison informs us 
tha t on August 22nd, 1933, he watched an immature Shag 
{Phalacrocorax aristotelis) on a small natural pond in a garden 
in Seal, near Sevenoaks. The bird was remarkably tame and 
allowed a close approach and actual handling, although 
rather inclined to use its beak ! I t remained for one day 
swimming about and diving for fish or sitting on the bank. 
By early next morning it had gone. 
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