
NOTES 
COLOUR OF BILL OF HEBRIDEAN TWITE IN 

NESTING-SEASON. 
IN the Scottish Naturalist, 1926, p. 159, 0. H. Wild and J. M. 
McWilliam showed that the bills of the Twites (Carduelis 
flavirostris) in Islay, in the nesting-season, were not yellow, 
but definitely horn-coloured, with no trace of yellow. In 
May and June of this year, 1934, J. M. McWilliam carefully 
examined the Twites nesting in South Uist, and found their 
bills to be horn-coloured. He watched a considerable 
number at close quarters and examined three in the hand, 
two males and one female. 

Two males from South Uist (June 6th and 7th, 1934) and 
two females from Bute, in the Clyde (June 18th, 1934, A. B. 
Duncan and J. M. McWilliam), agree with a winter series 
(December-February, 1933-4) of four males and eight females 
(A. B. Duncan) from North and South Uist in all respects 
except in the colour of the bill, which in all the summer birds 
is bluish-horn and in the winter birds is clear yellow. 

The summer colour of the bill seems a distinctive feature 
of C. / . bensonorum, and the fact that the colour of the bill 
is less bright in the breeding-season than in the winter is 
remarkable. The further distribution of this form remains 
to be worked out. J. M. MCWILLIAM. 

ARTHUR B. DUNCAN. 
RESULTS OF RINGING AND TRAPPING SWALLOWS 

IN CARMARTHENSHIRE. 
AFTER having caught and ringed 20 pairs of Swallows (Hirundo 
r. rustled) in August, 1933, I retrapped their sheds during 
August, 1934. The recoveries were exceedingly satisfactory 
and a great improvement on those of other years (see Br. B., 
Vol. XXIV., p. 127 ; Vol. XXVL, p. 253, and Vol. XXVIL, 
p. 202). Of the 40 birds marked last year 12 turned up again 
this year. 

Sheds 1-5. Not nesting in August. 
Shed 6. Not nesting in August; female 50 yards 

away with different mate. 
Shed 7. Not nesting in August; male 200 yards 

away in Shed 14. 
Sheds 8-12. Different pairs. 
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Shed 13. Different male, its mate not caught; former 
male 1,100 yards away, its mate not caught. 

Shed 14. Female same, male different. 
Sheds 15 & 16. Males same, females different. 
Shed 17. Male same, female not caught. 
Shed 18. Female same, male not caught. 
Sheds 19 & 20. Same pairs. 
Possibly the most interesting fact is that in Sheds 19 and 20 

the same pairs nested two years running ; similar results 
might have been obtained from Sheds 17 and 18. 

Dr. Uchida, in his article " Studies of Swallows by the Band
ing Method ", which appeared in Bird Banding, Vol. III., 
No. 1, January, 1932, gave evidence that in the case of the 
Japanese Swallow (Hirundo r. gutturalis), which is closely 
allied to ours, the birds will return to their old nesting houses, 
and if both of a pair are alive, they naturally nest there again ; 
if one of a pair has disappeared, the other may either nest in 
the same place or be attracted by a new mate to another house. 
My results certainly agree with this, and, like him also, I 
have so far had no proof of both birds returning and pairing 
otherwise than as before. 

I have now had a total of 40 Swallows ringed as adults and 
recovered breeding in a subsequent year, and of these, 30 
(75 per cent.) have nested in the same sheds as before, while 
the remainder have been caught elsewhere ; Dr. Uchida's 
proportion is exactly the same—93 out of 124. 

In addition to the 12 recoveries mentioned in the table 
above, I was fortunate enough to catch two Swallows which 
had been ringed as nestlings ; these two were breeding i f 
miles and 4J miles from their original nests. J. F. THOMAS. 

THE FOOD OF NESTLING SWALLOWS. 
IN August, 1933, a first attempt was made to discover what 
kind of food was brought to nestling Swallows (Hirundo r. 
rustica), and a summary of the results was published in 
Br. B., Vol. XXVII., p. 231. I now give below a second list 
of insects, obtained during August, 1934, in south Carmarthen
shire ; these were all taken from the beaks of adult Swallows 
as they were going to feed their young. The present list 
repeats several of the Diptera (including a horsefly) recorded 
in 1933, and contains also two very small beetles, a small 
moth and an ichneumon fly. 

There does not seem to be any connexion between the size 
of the insect and the age of the nestling, for some of the largest 
flies were intended for young birds 4-6 days old. 
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I am greatly indebted to Miss D. Aubertin, of the Natural 
History Museum, S. Kensington, who has very kindly 
examined all the material and identified it so far as was 
possible. 
DIPTERA. 

BlBIONID^ 
STRATIOMYIID« 

TABANIDJE 
S Y R P H I D ^ 
C A L L I P H O R I D J E 
Muscroa 
ANTHOMYIIDiE 
C O R D Y L U R I D J E 
S E P S I D ^ 
S P H * R O C E R I D « 
O P O M Y Z I D J E 

COLEOPTERA. 
CRYPXOPHAGIDiE 
STAPHYI-INIDiE 

LEPIDOPTERA. 
CRAMBID^E 

HEMIPTERA, 
CAVSIVM 

HYMENOPTERA. 
PiMVLmm 

Dilophus 
Microchrysa 
Sargus 
HcBmatopota. 
Syrphus Onesia 
Orthellia 
Hydvotwa 
Scatophagy 
Sepsis 
Sphcerocera 
Opomyza 

Ephistemus 
Tachyporus 

Crambus 

Stenodetna 

Lissonota 

febrilis L. 
flavicornis Mg. 

? cuprarius L. 
italica Mg. 

? balteatus de G. 
> 

ceesarion Mg. 
dentipes F. 
stercoraria L. 
cynipsea L. 
subsultans Latr . 
germinationis L. 

gyrinoides Marsh 
tersus Er. 

j 

calcaratum Fall. 

basalis Brischke. 
M. flavicornis occurred on two occasions (12 flies in all), 

but only one specimen each was obtained of the others, except 
D. febrilis, of which there were two. J. F. THOMAS. 

SWALLOW FLYING THROUGH NARROW APERTURE. 
SWALLOWS (Hirundo r. rustica) nesting in a small stable at 
Mount Stead, Ben Rhydding, Yorkshire, could gain access 
to it when the door was closed only by a hole below the latch. 
This hole measured 2 | in. by 2 in. and through this the birds 
passed in flight without a check. Under these conditions, in 
1933 four broods were brought off from two nests, and in 
1934 two broods were successfully reared from a single nest. 
Miss Dorothea Steinthal, Leicester House, Burgess Hill, 
Sussex, who gives me the above particulars, speaks of the 
parent birds taking the aperture " like a flash". H. M. WALLIS. 

[I have seen Swallows fly through vertical ventilating slits 
in a stable door about 2 in. wide, in order to reach a nest. 
-F.C.R.J . ] 

LATE PASSAGE OF SWIFTS TO IRELAND. 
WHILE staying at the Tuskar Rock Lighthouse, six miles off 
the Wexford coast, Charles Oldham and I observed, on June 
28th, 1934, what appeared to be the fag-end of a small late 
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movement of Swifts (Apus apus) to Ireland. At 4 a.m., 
soon after light, a party of three passed the Rock ; and these 
were followed by a single bird at 4.15 a.m., two at 5.10 a.m., 
four flying low over the sea at 5.25 a.m., and four at 7 a.m. 
(sun-time). 

All these birds were heading straight for Greenore Point, 
the nearest Irish land to Strumble Head on the Welsh coast. 
In view of our previous observations (1930 and 1931) in north 
Pembrokeshire, where we watched in the spring a daily coast
wise passage of Swallows and Swifts—and particularly at 
Strumble—it is probable that these Swifts had just come 
from there. 

While staying at Strumble Head Lighthouse on May 4th and 
5th, 1930, we noticed many Swallows, some House-Martins, 
and a few early Swifts congregated at one spot on the adjacent 
mainland cliffs. Many Swallows passed the lighthouse 
heading almost due west or W.N.W. ; and we also saw two 
Swifts on this course. 

Strumble Head district appears to be a regular " taking-
off " place for Hirundinidce and Swifts bound for Ireland. 
The distance thence to the Irish coast (Rosslare) is under sixty-
two miles, and it seems likely that this line is recognized and 
used by the birds as well as by human beings as the shortest 
sea-route from Wales to Ireland. 

As regards the date, it may be mentioned that W. Eagle 
Clarke in Studies in Bird Migration (1912) gives June 23rd 
as the latest " spring " migration date for the Swift, though 
he notes one passing Eddystone Lighthouse on June 24th. 
But remarkable signs of mass movements still later in the year 
have been noted in Hertfordshire. Though the local Swifts 
usually leave Tring shortly before mid-August, great numbers 
can sometimes be seen crossing the reservoirs there less than 
six weeks earlier. Thus, on June 27th, 1929,1 saw hundreds 
passing ; and C. Oldham has recorded a big passage move
ment on July 2nd, 1931, from these reservoirs {Transactions 
Herts. Natural History Society, XIX., 176-7). He writes : 
" On June 29th and 30th, there were virtually no Swifts or 
Hirundines about the reservoirs, but on July 2nd at 3 p.m., 
with wind fresh from the W., a score of Sand-Martins and 
perhaps 200 Swifts at Startop's End reservoir. At Wilstone 
reservoir there were hundreds of Swifts and Sand-Martins 
and a good many House-Martins . . . it was easy to see that 
a movement was in progress. Birds of all three species 
drifted intermittently S.W. The Swifts were not all close to 
the water, but more or less in column form—some very high 
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in the air . . . . " He adds tha t a t the same place on the next 
day he saw little more than a score of Swifts and House-Martins 
altogether, and no Sand-Martins a t all. BERTRAM LLOYD. 

ALPINE SWIFTS IN P E M B R O K E S H I R E . 
ON September 14th, 1934, at 5.30 p.m., at St. David's, 
Pembrokeshire, I saw two Alpine Swifts (Aftus melba) flying 
at first at a considerable height above the cliffs. I had them 
under observation with field-glasses for about twenty minutes, 
when they descended at times to a lower level. Their larger 
size, though this is difficult to judge when there is no other 
bird near by for comparison, mouse-brown upper-parts, 
white throat, brown breast-band, and white breast and belly, 
were very apparent. 

The weather was hot, sunny, with considerable haze, and a 
light southerly breeze. They were not seen again during a 
stay of several days, and the weather changed to a hard 
south-westerly gale. CLEMENCE M. ACLAND. 

W A T E R - W E E D IN K I N G F I S H E R CASTINGS. 
O N examining several castings of the Kingfisher (Alcedo a. 
isfida), cast up as nesting material in a nest on the White Cart, 
Renfrewshire, I was rather surprised to find large quantities 
of green water-weed mixed with the undigested fish bones. 

I t is quite possible tha t the weed was in the stomach of the 
fish when it was eaten, but as I have previously examined a 
large number of Kingfishers' castings, and never before 
discovered any vegetable matter , I think this is worthy of 
note. P H I L I P A. CLANCEY. 

AVOCETS IN HAMPSHIRE. 
A T the end of July, 1934, I was told of a pair of birds on the 
saltings a t Keyhaven (Milford-on-Sea) which I had no doubt, 
from the description, were Avocets (lecurvirostra avosetta). 
We went over on July 30th and watched the birds a t close 
quarters for the best part of an hour. They were Avocets 
and, I think, undoubtedly adults. BERNARD J . RINGROSE. 

HEDGE-SPARROW BUILDING IN BLACKBIRD'S NEST.—Mr. 
P. A. Clancey informs us that on April 21st, 1934, at Cathcart, 
Renfrewshire, he found in a thick hawthorn hedge the nest of 
a Blackbird (Turdus m. merula) containing four eggs. On 
passing, three weeks later, he found tha t the four eggs were 
missing, and built within the cup of the Blackbird's nest was 
one of a Hedge-Sparrow (Prunella m. occidentalis) containing 
one egg. 



VOL. XXVIII.] N O T E S . 175 

OSPREYS IN YORKSHIRE AND HUNTINGDONSHIRE.—We 
have been informed by Major E. R. Collins tha t he watched an 
Osprey (Pandion halicetus) on May 22nd or 23rd, 1934, in 
Yorkshire. 

Mr. W. J. Clarke also informs us that he observed an Osprey 
on July 13th, 1934, not very far from St. Neots, on the 
border of Huntingdonshire and Bedfordshire. If any of our 
readers know of any Ospreys being released in this country 
other than those put down in Scotland some years ago by 
Captain Knight, we shall be glad to have details. 

DOTTERELS IN HAMPSHIRE.—Mr. B. J . Ringrose informs us 
t ha t his brother saw on May 6th, 1934, on a barren hill-top 
on the edge of the New Forest, near Gorley, a par ty of six 
Dotterels (Charadrius morinellus), birds which probably pass 
through the county regularly but are not very frequently 
recorded. 

ARCTIC R I N G E D PLOVER IN H E R T F O R D S H I R E . — I t should 
be recorded that a Ringed Plover shot by the late Dr. E . 
Harter t at Marsworth Reservoir in November, 1904, was 
considered by him to be an example of Charadrius hiaticula 
tundra. This bird was in Lord Rothschild's collection, now 
in New York. In a letter to me in January, 1922, Dr. Har ter t 
gave the wing measurement as 127.5 and stated tha t the bird 
was dark in colour and he had no doubt it was tundra, but it 
was subsequently decided not to include the subspecies 
definitely in the list.—H.F.W. 

BLACK-TAILED GODWITS IN CHESHIRE AND CORNWALL.— 
Mr. M. C. Wainwright informs us tha t he observed ten Black-
tailed Godwits (Limosa I. limosa) on September 23rd, 1934, 
at Hoylake, Cheshire. He also informs us tha t one was shot 
on the Burton Marshes in the previous week. 

Miss E. P . Leach has sent us a note of one she saw near 
Falmouth on August n t h , 1934. 

LITTLE GULL IN ESSEX.—Mr. R. W. Pethen informs us 
tha t he and Mr. E. Mann watched a bird which was un
doubtedly a Little Gull (Larus minutus) on August i8.th, 
1934, at Walthamstow reservoirs. Mr. Pethen sends us a 
detailed description of the bird, which was in immature 
plumage, and he notes tha t the flight was " tern- l ike" , 
and tha t the bird remained on the wing, flying to and fro 
and making downward dives for an hour or so, and did not 
rest on the water or the shore as in the case of the Black-headed 
Gulls which were also present. 
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SCANDINAVIAN LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULLS IN D E V O N . — 
Mr. K. D. Smith gives us full particulars of two of these 
birds (Larus f. fuscus) seen by him on September 6th, 1934, 
at Slapton. They were on the shore amongst a flock of the 
British race and Great Black-backed Gulls. 
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