
NOTES 
DIVING OF T H E SHOVELER. 

I N connexion with Mr. Bertram Lloyd's note on this subject 
(antea, pp. 206-7), the following may be of interest :— 

On October 17th, 1930, while watching duck on the Gosforth 
Park Bird Sanctuary lake, Northumberland, I noticed a 
couple of female Shoveler (Spatula clypeata) engaged in diving. 
My note, set down at the time, states tha t " they went under 
rather clumsily, partly opening their wings and making a 
splash ". They only remained below for a brief period at each 
dive, not to be compared with the average time taken by a 
diving-duck ; but they continued operations for a considerable 
time. Other Shoveler on the lake, two or three dozen in 
number, of both sexes, took no share in these exercises. 
Judging from the vegetation visible on the surface ot the water, 
the lake at the point where they were diving was only shallow. 
I was unable to determine what kind of food they were 
procuring. 

I have observed Shoveler, on this lake and elsewhere, from 
time to time over a number of years ; but this is the only 
instance of the kind that I have seen. 

GEORGE W. TEMPERLEY. 

LONG-TAILED DUCK IN HAMPSHIRE. 

A N immature male Long-tailed Duck (Clangula hyemalis) 
was shot during a duck-drive off Capt. A. H. Franklyn's 
new lake, near Shedfield, Hants , on November 19th, 1934. 
This bird had been noticed diving about for the last month, 
and was sent, fortunately, to Dr. P. R. Lowe at the British 
Museum. 

Long-tailed Duck are mentioned in Kelsall and Munn's 
Birds of Hampshire, as one at Emsworth, i860, and a pair in 
the Har t collection, shot January 6th, 1879, so that the bird 
is a rare visitor to Hampshire. M. PORTAL. 

SLAVONIAN G R E B E IN I N N E R LONDON. 

O N November 28th, 1934, at 9 a.m., when we were observing 
the duck on the Round Pond, Kensington Gardens, and 
looking for a Goldeneye which had been frequenting the 
pond for over a month, we noticed a Grebe swimming about. 
I t was far out at first, but with a telescope it could be identified 
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as a Slavonian Grebe (Podiceps auritus), a diagnosis which was 
confirmed when the bird came to within some fifteen yards of 
the edge. Mr. A. Holte Macpherson saw it later in the 
morning. This is the first record for this species in Inner 
London. E. G. P E D L E R . 

G. CARMICHAEL L O W . 

CREAM-COLOURED COURSER IN NORFOLK. 

A CREAM-COLOURED COURSER (Cursorius c. cursor) was 
obtained at Thornham, in Norfolk, on October 3rd, 1934. I t 
was shot by a wildfowler on the coast, and was sent on to me 
for preservation. 

I think that I am right in saying that this is the first Courser 
to be taken in Norfolk, but I see in R. Lubbock's book, 
Fauna of Norfolk, tha t it has been observed on two occasions, 
namely a t Morston in 1847 and a t Westacre in 1855. 

I t is going to be added to the Norwich Museum collection. 
H E N R Y H. E D W A R D S . 

[Mr. Edwards kindly sent us the bird for examination. 
I t was a bird of the year retaining a number of feathers of 
the juvenile plumage.—EDS.] 

ARCTIC SKUA IN B E R K S H I R E . 

O N October 17th, 1934, when at Reading Sewage Farm 
with a party of boys from Leighton Park School, I was 
surprised to see what I took to be a large, dark bird of prey 
flying low over the reeds. Several members of the par ty got 
quite a good view of it before it landed in the rushes some 
distance away, and we went off in search of it. We had 
given up the search, and were going home, when a Skua 
came flopping along the ground towards us and landed a t our 
feet. We took it back to the school, where we identified it as 
a juvenile Arctic Skua (Stercorarius parasiticus). 

I t was at first so weak that it could hardly stand, but 
began to revive on a diet of raw herrings and was apparently 
well on the way to recovery when it had a mysterious relapse, 
began to mope, and eventually died on November 10th. 
A post-mortem, undertaken by Mr. F . W. Flattely, M.Sc, 
revealed that the right lung had been injured, and that the 
thoracic and abdominal air-sacs contained a quanti ty of 
congealed blood. The cause of the injury is unknown and 
there was no external sign of any injury, though the bird was, 
of course, in poor condition. 
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I t was a female, and a dark bird, though the breast and 
cheeks were distinctly lighter than the rest of the plumage. 
I t is the third record of the species for Berkshire, the last 
having been shot at Newbury in 1883. J. D. W O O D . 

BREEDING RANGE OF THE BRAMBLING.—In connexion with 
the report of a Brambling ringed in Cheshire in February, 
1931, and recovered at Krajina, in Yugoslavia, July 12th, 
1933 (antea, p. n o ) , Mr. H. G. K. Molineux points out that 
there are accounts of the status of the bird in this region, 
which point to its nesting and thus add greatly to the interest 
of this recovery. Unfortunately, no specific evidence of breed
ing is given in these accounts, and it would be interesting to 
know if nests have actually been found or whether the mere 
presence of the bird in the breeding-season was taken as the 
basis of these reports. Perhaps our confreres in Yugoslavia 
would inform us of the present breeding status of the bird. 
Mr. Molineux very kindly provides the following translations 
of the accounts referred to :— 

SCHULZ in his " List of the Birds observed in Krain from 1890-1895 
(Mittheilungen des ornithologischen Vereines in Wien—" die Schwalbe ", 
XIX., Nr. 8, 1895, p. 115) says : " Fringilla montifringilla L." Only 
to be seen in winter about Laibach, some years quite abundant. 
Breeding-bird in higher mountain forests. 

SAJOVIC in his " Ornithological Notes from Krain for 1914-1916 
(Carniola, N.S., VIII. , 1/2, Ljubljana, 1917, p. 90) says : " (Zeba 
nikavica, Fringilla montifringilla L., Bergfink) " nests on our mountains, 
but during cold winters descends to the plains. In 1914 it appeared 
in the Ljubljana and Kranj districts in the second week of January 
and remained all through February ; in the autumn it did not appear. 
In the following year, 1915, it appeared in Ljubljana on the hills only 
during the last days of January, and at the same time in Kranj. In 
the autumn there were none on the plains. In 1916 some arrived on 
the hill in Kranj on February 9th, but remained there only a few days. 
At mating time there was a fair proportion which found sufficient 
food in the valley. For this reason they remained there until the last 
summer months. 

PROBABLE NESTING OF RED-BACKED SHRIKE IN M I D 
LOTHIAN.—Miss E. V. Baxter and Miss L. J. Rintoul describe 
(Scot. Nat,, 1934, p. 70) the result of their investigation of a 
report of breeding of Lanius collurio. A typical Shrike's 
nest was found in a high thorn hedge, and under it, hanging 
on thorns, the " skele tons" of three small birds. The 
nesting took place in 1932, and the bird, as described to the 
authors, had Shrike characteristics. There does not appear 
to be another thoroughly substantiated record of breeding in 
Scotland. 
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CHIFFCHAFF IX NORTHUMBERLAND IN NOVEMBER.—Miss J . 
M. Ferrier informs us that she and Miss Hordern observed a 
a Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus collybita) at Holy Island on November 
ist , 1934—rather a late date for the appearance of the bird. 

DARTFORD W A R B L E R IN DEVONSHIRE.—With reference 
to the note on this subject (antea, p . 204), Col. R. M. Byne 
reminds us that as is recorded in Mr. Lewis R. W. Loyd's 
Birds of South-East Devon, he saw one on March 22nd, 
1924, a t the edge of Woodbury Common. Col. Byne states 
that notwithstanding frequent search he has not seen any 
Dartford Warbler there since and tha t many possible haunts 
have been destroyed by fire. 

G R E Y PHALAROPES IN SUSSEX, LEICESTERSHIRE AND 
SOMERSET.—Mr. Philip Rickman informs us tha t he 
saw a Grey Phalarope (Phalaropus fulicarius) at Seaford 
on October 2nd, 1934, which remained two days. 

Mr. W. H. Barrow writes that one was picked up on the 
railway line at Barkby on October 30th, 1934, and sent to 
him. The bird was thin. 

Mr. J . W. Clough saw one near Barrow Gurney 
on November 4th, 1934. This bird was first seen on October 
27th and left on November 5th. 

GREAT S N I P E IN HAMPSHIRE.—Mr. C. W. Mackworth-Praed 
informs us that he shot a Great Snipe (Capella media) near 
Fordingbridge on September 3rd, 1934. 

BLACK-HEADED GULLS NESTING IN T R E E S IN SUTHERLAND-
—With reference to the notes on Black-headed Gulls nesting 
in trees {antea, pp. 115-117 and 152), Captain H. A. Gilbert 
points out that he and Mr. Arthur Brook, in their Secrets of Birds 
Life (1924), in referring to a colony of Black-headed Gulls, 
wrote as follows, p. 160 : " we found a few [nests] placed in 
the trees, some as high as nine and ten feet from the ground ". 

Captain Gilbert informs us that this was near Skibo in 1923, 
that there were (from memory) about fifteen nests, which were 
in about ten trees. The trees were spruce, growing on a 
small island in an artificial lake close to the Dornoch Firth. 

ICELAND GULLS IN INVERNESS-SHIRE, RENFREWSHIRE AND 
EDINBURGH.—Mr. Seton Gordon informs us tha t he saw 
on November 23rd, 1934, an immature Iceland Gull (Larus 
leucoptenis) at Fort William, and another on the same day at 
Mallaig. 

Mr. T. Malloch reports one (Scot. Nat., 1934, p. 72) at 
Greenock, on March 23rd. 
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Three are recorded (i.e., p. 82) by the Midlothian Club 
from Granton during 1933, an immature bird on February 
26th, an adult April 20th to 24th, and an immature bird 
from April 26th to May 6th. 

A FLOCK OF RAZORBILLS IN MIDDLESEX.—With reference 
to Dr. P. R. Lowe's article on the Razorbills at Littleton 
Reservoir (antea, pp. 188-190) Dr. Lowe writes us that he has 
now been informed that these birds were seen alive at the 
Reservoir by Mr. M. R. James, the Resident Engineer, on 
October 22nd. 
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