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BIRDS OF INNER LONDON. 
BY 

A. H O E T E M A C P H E R S O X . 

ADDITIONAL SPECIES. 

T H R E E species, all of which occurred last year, must be added 
to the list published in this magazine in 1929 (Vol. XXI I . , 
pp. 222-244) a n d subsequently extended. 

A Goldeneye (Bucephala c. clangula) which appeared on the 
Round Pond, Kensington Gardens, on October 19th, 1934, 
was still there at the end of the year and never left the place 
except for a short visit to the Serpentine. I t is a young bird, 
but has not become tame like the Pochard and Tufted Ducks. 

A Slavonian Grebe {Podiceps auritus), which arrived on the 
Round Pond on November 28th, 1934, has already been 
recorded {antea, p. 241). It remained three clays. 

The third addition is the Red-throated Diver (Colymbus 
stellatus), which in the spring of 1934 stayed for just over six 
weeks near the bridge dividing the Long Water from the 
Serpentine. I first saw it on March 15th, but no doubt it 
was there on the previous day when a telephone message from 
Mrs. E. MacAlister informed me that she had just seen a 
strange bird near the bridge. Though able to swim and dive, 
the bird appeared to be slightly contaminated with oil in the 
region of the under tail-coverts. I t also had a slight injury 
to its right leg or foot, causing it to throw up the water on 
that side when swimming fast. For several weeks nearly all 
its time was spent on the bank of the Long Water. Its 
conduct was remarkable, for from the first it was absolutely 
fearless of human beings. Its condition gradually improved, 
and by the middle of April it had become much more active. 
I t was last seen in the evening of April 25th by Dr. G. 
Carmichael Low. 

I think it was a young bird. During its stay the size of 
some of the spots on its upper parts appeared to increase 
with the acquisition of new feathers ; but up to the time it 
left, it showed no trace of red on the throat. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES IN 1934. 

The Jays (Garrulus g. rufitergum), which have for some 
years inhabited the grounds of Holland House, seem to be 
less numerous. On the other hand, I am informed by Miss 
M. Rew tha t since early in April a pair of these birds has 
frequented the neighbourhood of St. Dunstan's , Regent's 
Park. 
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I did not come across the Lesser Whitethroat (Sylvia c. 
curruca),a. species which rarely fails to visit Kensington Gardens 
in spring; but it was heard in song in a garden in Hamilton 
Terrace, Holland Park, by Miss S. Cropper and Miss Enaid 
Jones on May 4th, and by Miss Cropper again on May 23rd. 

A Golden-crested Wren (Regulus r. anglorum ?) was noticed 
by Mr. E. G. Pedler on September 24th in the Flower Walk, 
Kensington Gardens. 

RED-THROATED DIVER IN KENSINGTON GARDENS. SPRING, T034. 
The bird is on the spot to which for some weeks it invariably 
resorted when not fishing. The photograph was taken from a 

boat bv Mr. E. G. Pedler. 

Wheatears (Xnanthe as. cenanthe) occurred on several 
occasions from April 14th to May 3rd in Hyde and Regent's 
Parks ; and at the latter place, Miss M. Rew writes that they 
were followed on May 19th by six " large ones ", doubtless 
Greenland Wheatears (Qinanthe ce. leucorrhoa). This careful 
observer adds that two of these large birds were seen by her 
on September 2nd in the same place. 

Miss M. Rew also observed in Regent's Park the Whinchat 
(Saxicola r. rubetra) twice in May, and the Redstart (Phceni-
curus ph. phtxnienrus) on two occasions during April. 
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A Lesser Spotted Woodpecker (Dryobates m. comminutus) 
was seen by Miss • Elizabeth R. Glover on September 12th 
in Kensington Gardens. 

Fewer Dabchicks (Podiceps r. ruficollis) than usual visited 
the parks. Mr. W. H. Perrett informs me that one was 
taken to the Natural History Museum on November 21st. 
I t had been found alive in the area of a block of flats in Fulham 
during a fog. 

Mr. E. G. Pedler observed two Turtle-Doves (Streptopelia t. 
turtur) on September 10th in Kensington Gardens. 

Eight Lapwings (Vanellus vanellus) flew over Piimrose 
Hill on January 8th (Miss M. Rew). 

Common Sandpipers (Tringa hypoleucos) were noticed on 
passage on various occasions : in Kensington Gardens in 
April and May, and again in July, August and September ; 
and in Regent's Park in May and July. 

Dr. G. Carmichael Low saw a Redshank (Tringa t. totanus) 
on October 8th in Hyde Park. I t was flying up the Serpentine. 

A Whimbrel (Numenius ph. phceopus), calling and at no 
great height, passed over my house on Campden Hill on the 
evening of May 22nd, and another flew over Kensington on 
September 28th. 

The occurrence of a Jack Snipe (Lymnocryptes minimus) 
in Pall Mall on May 2nd has already been recorded in these 
pages (antea, p. 29). 

A Woodcock (Scolopax r. rusticola) was caught alive 
in Covent Garden on November 2nd by Mr. W. Plat ts , 
and taken to the Zoological Gardens. Mr. D. Seth-Smith 
told me that it had sustained no apparent injury. 

ADDITIONAL N O T E FOR 1933. 

I have recently been informed by Mr. E. W. Hendy tha t 
on October 14th, 1933, he saw a Scandinavian Lesser Black-
backed Gull (Larus f. fuscus) on the Serpentine. 
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