
NOTES 
BIRDS IN DEVON. 

I SPENT the months August-November (inclusive), 1934, on 
holiday at Salcombe, south Devon. Most of my time was 
engaged in bird-observing, and the following notes may be of 
interest:— 

CUCKOO (Cuculus c. canorus).—One was calling strongly on 
Bolt Head, early in the morning, on October 18th. This 
seems to be an exceptionally late date. 

GREY PHALAROPE (Phalaropus fulicarius).—Very close view 
obtained of one up the Kingsbridge Estuary, October 26th. 

RUFF {Philomachus pugnax).—Present at Slapton Ley in 
August. Two on the 15th, by their size and buff breasts, 
were presumably immature Reeves. A male, a much larger 
bird, was there on the 23rd, and another male on the 30th. 
The first had yellowish-brown, and the other greenish-brown, 
legs. 

COMMON SANDPIPER (Tringa hyfioleucos).—One seen up the 
Avon on November 10th and 26th is perhaps worth noting 
owing to the late date. 

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT (Limosa limosa).—One, in winter 
plumage, up the Kingsbridge Estuary, October 14th and 22nd. 

BLACK TERN {Chlidonias niger).—I obtained very close 
views of an immature bird at Slapton Ley on September 21st. 
The bird frequently submerged its head and half of its body, 
an action which is said to be unusual. 

SCANDINAVIAN LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL. (Lams f. 
fuscus).—Three tame birds on the mud flats in Salcombe 
harbour, October 18th. Identification was easy in every case 
due to the uniformly very dark mantle, best noticed in flight. 

ICELAND GULL (Lams leucopterus).—On November 1st, 
when out with the fishermen off Bolt Head, I was lucky 
enough to see an adult fly over the boat. I had a good and 
close view of the bird as it flew over with Herring-Gulls, and 
noticed the pale grey mantle as it banked over. The 
wings appeared long and slender. K. D. SMITH. 

NUMBER OF FEATHERS IN NESTS OF 
HOUSE-SPARROW AND WREN. 

Two House-Sparrows (Passer d. domesticus) built nests on 
my house in 1934. The lining of nest A, in addition to other 
material, contained 516 poultry feathers, while nest B had 



310 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. XXVIII. 

1,199 poultry feathers. Now the nearest poultry run is 
225 yards away. If it is assumed that one feather was carried 
at a time the lining of nest A involved journeys aggregating 
over 131 miles, and that of nest B no less than 3o6f miles. 
If it is preferred that several feathers, say an average of three, 
were carried on each journey, the distance covered is still 
formidable. 

A nest of a Wren [Troglodytes t. troglodytes) in the garden 
contained 498 poultry feathers. On the same computation, 
this little bird must have covered 127 miles in obtaining the 
lining material alone. G. MARPLES. 

WATER-PIPITS IN PEMBROKESHIRE. 
AMONG the few hundred Pipits which have been caught since 
a Heligoland trap was put into operation on Skokholm in 
August, 1933, two Water-Pipits [Anthus s. spinoletta) have 
been trapped. The first was ringed on October 8th, 1933, 
the second on July 18th, 1934. Both appeared to be birds 
of the year. In the hand the warm brown of the upper-parts, 
the white outer webs of the outer tail-feathers, and the white 
belly were arresting characteristics which immediately singled 
out both birds apart from the Rock (A. s. petrosus) and Meadow 
(A. pratensis) Pipits which are daily caught in the trap. 
Measurements of wing, tail and claw were within the range of 
spinoletta as a species, and therefore could not help to prove 
subspecific distinction. Side by side with first-year Rock-
Pipits they differed very noticeably in the deep brown of the 
crown, neck and mantle, which is, by comparison, very pale 
in the young Rock-Pipits. These upper-parts, and especially 
in the July bird, were marked with dark streaks where the 
dark centres of the feathers showed up. 

The only records for Wales previously appear to be 
Carnarvon, April and December, 1897, and February, 1898. 

R. M. LOCKLEY. 

FIRE-CRESTED WREN IN NORFOLK. 
ON January 22nd, 1935, my attention was drawn to a supposed 
Goldcrest by its unusually loud note, and on putting my 
glass on to it I found it was not a Goldcrest but a Firecrest 
(Regulus ignicapillus). Though not nearly so brightly 
coloured a bird as that which I saw in March, 1931 (antea, 
Vol. XXIV., p. 36), it distinctly showed the whitish super
ciliary stripe and the dark line through the eye. By its 
lemon-yellow crest, showing no trace of orange, I judged 
it to be a female. 



VOL. XXVIII.] NOTES. 311 

It would be interesting to learn the opinion of others more 
familiar with the species than myself on the subject of the bird's 
note, for the Practical Handbook states that it can be disting
uished at close quarters, but does not say in what respect 
it differs from that of the Goldcrest. RONALD M. GARNETT. 

[Mr. Jourdain's statement in the Practical Handbook 
referred to the song of the male and not to the call note. 
Neither he nor I have noticed any difference in the call note 
of the Goldcrest and Firecrest.—H.F.W.] 

PARASITE ON ROBIN AND GREAT TIT. 
DURING 1934 I trapped over thirty Robins {Erithacus r. 
melophilus). Each of these birds, with one exception, had a 
small house-fly-like parasite harboured among its feathers ; one 
bird had two of these. On no other species did I find the para
site except a Great Tit (Parus m. newtoni), on which was one 
specimen. To the naked eye it looks exactly like a small fly 
about one-eighth of an inch long, but under magnification 
it is seen to have bug-like appearances. It is curiously 
hard and difficult to crush which, at once, differentiates it from 
an ordinary fly. It seemed to be living, free, among the feathers, 
not attached to the flesh in any way. Mr. H. Britten, of the 
Manchester Museum, has kindly identified it as Ornithomyia 
avicularia H. GEORGE MARPLES. 

BEWICK'S SWANS AND LEACH'S 
FORK-TAILED PETREL IN CARMARTHENSHIRE. 

ON January 16th, 1935, I was able to identify two Bewick's 
Swans (Cygnus b. bewickii) in Carmarthenshire. In bulk, as 
compared with Mute Swans which were present at the same 
spot, the Bewick's Swans appeared less than two-thirds the 
size, and their necks were much more slender than those of 
the Mute Swans. The colouring of the bill was also clear, 
more than half of the distal end being black with the basal 
part yellow. 

On January 2nd, 1935, a Leach's Fork-tailed Petrel 
(Oceanodroma I. leucorrhoa) was washed up on the high tide 
line at Pendine, Carmarthenshire, and was examined by me. 

Bewick's Swan does not appear to have been recorded 
previously for the county, and there is only one previous 
record for Leach's Petrel. J. F. THOMAS. 

RED-BREASTED GOOSE IN PEMBROKESHIRE. 
ON the night of January 18th, 1935, I shot a goose in Milford 
Haven which was afterwards found to be an immature male 
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Red-breasted Goose {Branta ruficollis). In the moonlight 
I mistook the bird for a Brent Goose as it was swimming on 
the water. Subsequently, I found that it had been seen for 
about three weeks feeding on grass or stubble fields in the 
neighbourhood, and that the local gunners had tried to get it 
but it had proved to be too wary. The bird has been pre
served by Rowland Ward, who informed me that the contents 
of the stomach consisted only of grass. 

As the bird is so extremely rare in captivity, and as this 
was an immature bird and wild, without any trace of having 
been in captivity, I think it may be considered to have been a 
genuine migrant. H. T. H. FOLEY. 

FULMAR PETRELS EJECTING OIL 
WHEN UNDISTURBED. 

WHILE watching Fulmar Petrels (Fulmarus g. glacialis) on 
the Northumberland coast during the summer of 1934, the 
birds were twice seen to eject their oil for no apparent reason. 

On the first occasion a Fulmar was brooding a chick on a 
ledge of rock and was in no way disturbed by other birds. 
The fluid was ejected in a spurt which carried it out over the 
ledge and fell clear of the rock. On the second occasion 
the bird had been flying round for some time and, having 
alighted on a ledge, it ejected a spurt of oil before it settled 
down. 

The fluid was opaque and colourless. 
This may be of interest to other observers, as it has been 

believed that these birds only eject their oil when disturbed 
by other birds or frightened by human intruders. 

M. J. LEVETT. 

GANNET IN MIDDLESEX. 
AN adult Gannet (Sula bassana) was captured alive on the 
canal bank at Harlesden, London, N.W.10, on November 
30th, 1934, by Mr. Kent, of Messrs. E. H. Burgess, Ltd., 
contractors, who, at the time, were erecting a building near 
the canal. 

The bird, which did not appear to be injured, was sent to 
the Zoological Gardens, where it died on December 28th, of 
nephritis. The fact of the bird being in poor health probably 
accounted for its being so far away from its usual element. 

D. SETH-SMITH. 

[There is, we believe, no previous record of the Gannet 
in Middlesex.—EDS.] 
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SHAGS INLAND. 
ESSEX.—Mr. E. T. Nicholson informs us that a Shag (Phala-
crocorax a. aristotelis) was obtained at the Walthamstow 
reservoirs on February 3rd, 1935. Mr. B. Ward has kindly 
brought this bird tor my inspection. 
MIDDLESEX AND HERTFORDSHIRE.—Mr. D. Seth-Smith 
informs us that in the afternoon of February 6th, Mrs. Lake 
Barnett discovered a bird in her garden at Hornsey, and after 
capturing it with some difficulty, sent it on the following day 
to the Zoological Gardens, where it was examined and proved 
to be a Shag. On February 7th, Mr. E. S. Shoults, of Little 
Ditchfield Nurseries, Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire, telephoned 
to Mr. Seth-Smith informing him that there were three birds 
which he believed to be Shags, in his nursery garden. They 
were seen to come down there about 3 p.m. These were 
quite healthy but unable to fly up from the ground. The 
following day all three were captured and sent to the Zoological 
Gardens, where they proved to be Shags. 

Mr. E. C. Rowberry writes us that on February 9th he 
was surprised to see nine Shags on the lake in Osterley Park. 
Eight of these were immature and were resting on a fallen tree 
on an island, while the ninth, an adult, was on the water. 
SURREY.—On February 9th a Shag was found in a garden 
at Childown near Chertsey, and was brought to me by 
Mr. Sympson on the following day. This bird was very 
active and apparently in perfect health, and was a Shag in 
first winter plumage. Mr. Sympson then took it to the 
river at Chertsey and the bird almost immediately began to 
dive and was seen to bring to the surface and eat fish on 
several occasions. 

The two birds examined by me and the four sent to the 
Zoo were all in first winter plumage. H. F. WITHERBY. 

DUNLIN IN SUMMER PLUMAGE IN JANUARY. 
WHEN looking for birds on the Salthouse Marshes, Norfolk, 
on Januarjr 24th, 1935, my companion and I watched a 
Dunlin (Calidris alpina), feeding amongst a number of others 
which appeared to be in perfect breeding plumage, with very 
dark breast and rich brown back. None of the other Dunlins 
showed a trace of the black breast and all were greyer on the 
back. M. BEDFORD. 

RAZORBILL INLAND IN ESSEX. 
IN connexion with the interesting account of the Razorbills 
(Alca torda) at Littleton Reservoir, which were found to be 



314 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. XXVIII. 

infested with flukes (antea, pp. 188 and 245), it is of interest 
to record that a Razorbill remained alive and well on one of 
the Waltharastow reservoirs for at least three months. 

The presence of the bird was first made known to us by 
Mr. E. T. Nicholson (see antea, p. 284), who observed it on 
November n t h , 1934, and it was seen on November 17th by 
two of us, and again on a number of dates between that and 
February 9th, 1935, by one or more of us. 

The bird appeared to be in very good condition, and we 
have seen it occasionally flying over the water. The fact 
that it remained so long on an inland water is unusual, and 
possibly flukes are absent or less numerous in this reservoir. 
During the same period there have been 40 to 60 Great Crested 
Grebes on the reservoir, which seems to point to there being 
plenty of fish which probably formed suitable food for the 
Razorbill. E. MANN. 

R. W. PETHEN. 
W. A. WRIGHT. 

TAMENESS OF A GUILLEMOT. 
ON December 26th, 1934,1 picked up on the shore at Alnmouth 
a Guillemot (Uria aalge) with the breast covered with oil. 

During the eight days I had the bird it became remarkably 
tame and took fish from my hand. Several days when the 
sea was calm I took it to the shore. When liberated it 
usually walked a little way into the sea, dipped its beak in 
the water, and after giving one of its harsh cries, swam out 
to sea a distance of perhaps 100 yards. It then swam back 
to the shore, climbed out on to the sand, and when I approached 
it ran up to me quivering its wings and fondling my fingers 
with its bill. In those few days the bird became not only 
tame but companionable, and when one morning it was found 
dead in the house where it slept, I felt that a friend had gone. 

CLIVE TATE. 

LAND-RAIL IN WINTER IN HAMPSHIRE. 
ON February 4th, 1935, I received a message that either a 
Quail or Land-Rail was haunting a garden outside Christ-
church, and spent the next afternoon in watching it. It 
turned out to be a Land-Rail (Crex crex) which had been seen 
in a small patch of weed-grown kitchen garden about 15 yards 
square, for a week past. The bird was extraordinarily tame 
and allowed itself to be watched from a few yards' distance 
without showing any fear. It showed no sign of injury. 

F. C. R. JOURDAIN. 



VOL. XXVIII . ] N O T E S . 315 

QUAIL B R E E D I N G IN M E R I O N E T H S H I R E . 

M R . O. G. Eveson, of Hillfield Hall, Solihull, writes tha t 
although he did not know where they were hatched, a bevy 
of Quail (Coturnix c. coturnix) inhabited the stubble on a 
farm on his estate near Lake Bala in 1933. He himself 
flushed the birds on October 7th, and the bevy then contained 
ten birds, all strong and fully grown. 

My friend, Mr. W. F . Irvine, of Brynllyn, near Corwen, 
who bought the estate upon which these Quail were seen, 
early in the autumn of 1934, tells me tha t Quail were again 
seen on the property in September, 1934, so tha t it would 
appear tha t the birds have bred two years running on this 
estate. RICHARD E. K N O W L E S . 

P I E D FLYCATCHER B R E E D I N G IN LANARKSHIRE.—As the 
Pied Flycatcher (Muscicapa h. hypoleuca) has not previously 
been recorded as breeding in this county i t is interesting to 
note tha t Mr. E. L. Dunlop states (Scot. Nat., 1934, p. 142) 
tha t a pair bred in one of his nesting boxes near Biggar, in 
1934-

BLACKCAP IN FEBRUARY IN WORCESTERSHIRE.—Mr. P . E . A. 
Morshead informs us that on February n t h , 1935, he trapped 
a hen Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla) at Malvern. 

H E N - H A R R I E R IN SUSSEX.—Mr. J . F . Thomas informs us 
tha t on November 25th, 1934, he observed a Hen-Harrier 
(Circus cyaneus) on the Downs north of Seaford, almost in 
the same place as he reported one in December, 1929. Mr. 
Thomas says that the bird was a brown one with a conspicuous 
white rump and might, therefore, have been either a young 
male or a female. 

TAWNY OWL, BUZZARD AND NORTHERN GOLDEN PLOVER IN 
O U T E R HEBRIDES.—Miss E. V. Baxter states (Scot. Nat., 
1934, p. 147) that in April, 1934, she saw a Tawny Owl 
(Strix a. sylvatica) in the woods a t Stornoway. In May, 1932, 
she and Miss Rintoul heard one in the same woods, but so far 
away that they did not care to record it, more especially as 
the bird was previously unknown in the Outer Hebrides. 
Miss Baxter states that the Common Buzzard (Buteo buteo) 
is now not uncommon and breeds about Tarbert , Harris. 
She was also able to observe some individuals of large flocks of 
Golden Plover so closely as to identify them as belonging to 
the Northern form, Charadrius a. altifrons. 
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LONG-TAILED DUCKS IN SUSSEX AND NORFOLK.—Mr. 
Philip Rickman informs us tha t on January 8th and again 
on the 19th, 1935, he saw an immature Long-tailed Duck 
(Clanguid hyemalis) off Thorney Island. The bird was in 
company with Goldeneye Ducks. Records of Long-tailed 
Duck for Sussex in recent years appear to have been very 
infrequent. 

Miss J . M. Ferrier also informs us tha t she observed an 
immature Long-tailed Duck in the Burnham Overy harbour 
on January 29th, 1935. They are, of course, more frequent 
in Norfolk than on the South Coast. 

E I D E R S IN NORFOLK.—Miss J . M. Ferrier informs us that she 
had a good view of an adult male and four female Eiders (Soma-
teria mollissima) on January 27th, 1935, in Brancaster harbour. 

STATUS OF PETRELS IN N. RONA, SULA SGEIB AND FLANNAN 
ISLANDS.—Mr. Malcolm Stewart (Scot. Nat., 1934, pp. 95-8) 
gives a short account of these remote islands and some details 
of the distribution and status of the Petrels breeding upon 
them. He, with Mr. T. H. Harrisson, estimated that there were 
some 120 pairs of Leach's Petrel (Oceanodroma I. leucorrhoa) 
on N. Rona in 1931 ; he thinks there is a strong probability 
of this species nesting on Sula Sgeir, from the behaviour 
of birds round him, but not positively identified, during a 
night spent there, and the lighthouse keeper, in 1932, esti
mated the number of pairs on the Flannans at some 40. 

R U F F IN W I N T E R IN CAMBRIDGESHIRE.—Mrs. Brindley 
informs us tha t she saw a Ruff (Philomachus pugnax) on 
January 10th, 1935, on the Cambridge Sewage Farm. 

FOOD OF BLACK GROUSE.—Mr. F . H. Haines informs us 
tha t the full crop of a Greyhen (Lyrurus t. britannicus), killed 
on the Cefncoch Moors, Montgomeryshire, on September 6th, 
1934, contained only the flowers, buds and young fruit of 
Leontodon auiumnalis. The crop of a Blackcock, also full, 
killed at the same time and place, held nothing but the seeds 
of Juncus squarrosus and a leaf and a half of buttercup. 
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