
NOTES 
TRAPPED HEDGE-SPARROW FEIGNING DEATH. 

ANYONE who has trapped Hedge-Sparrows {Prunella modu-
laris) knows that, in the excitement of being released, they will 
go through most of the typical actions of sexual display such 
as raising or dragging one wing, shuffling along the ground, 
half-rolling and so forth. One which I have frequently 
trapped has just shown me a new action which I have not seen 
described before. As I knelt by the trap holding the gathering 
cage for the bird to enter, it stopped the usual display, stood 
quite still for a second and then, sinking back on its tail, 
half closed its eyes, very slowly bent its head back until its 
beak was vertical, then toppled over sideways and lay on 
its back with its feet in the air. Wondering if it had died 
from excitement I removed the gathering cage from the door 
of the trap and put my hand in to pick it up. Just before 
I could touch it, it rolled quickly over and made a dash for 
the door ! I do not believe the bird had suffered temporary 
unconsciousness from syncope as it is well accustomed to 
being released from the same trap and behaved perfectly 
normally afterwards. G. R. MOUNTFORT. 

ON PINK-FOOTED GEESE. 
As I have killed hundreds of Pink-footed Geese (Anser 
brachyrhynchus) since the war, and have often had a dozen or 
more hanging in the game house, I have had, perhaps, better 
opportunities of noting the plumage than many naturalists. 
It may, therefore, be of interest if I criticize the description 
of the young Pink-footed Geese given in the Practical Hand
book. I refer to the bird in its first autumn and winter after 
its arrival here in September. 

First, with regard to the soft parts, the amount of pink 
on the bill appears to be an individual peculiarity and in no 
way connected with age. Many young birds have most of 
the bill pink, and some old ones have only a pink bar behind 
the nail. The latter marking is not common in either old or 
young. 

Next, as regards the legs, these in young birds on first arrival 
are yellow but this colour is soon lost. In some by the middle 
of November, and usually by Christmas. A few birds retain 
the yellow on the front of the tarsus throughout the winter. 
When the yellow fades the legs are very pale pink, quite unlike . 
the deep pink of the old bird. In some, which I take to be 
very old birds, the legs are almost purple. 
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In a row of Geese hanging up in my game house, the 
young can be picked out at a glance whether the upper- or 
under-side is looked at. In the former position the feathers 
of the back are without the broad buff edges of the old birds, 
giving a much darker appearance. The under-side has a 
marbled appearance quite unlike the almost uniform grey of 
the adult. This plumage appears to be retained throughout 
the winter. 

With regard to food I do not think these birds ever eat 
clover. On arrival they resort to the stubbles, preferably 
barley, but oats are readily eaten and sometimes wheat. They 
will eat the young self-sown corn if the grain has sprouted 
as it does in a wet autumn, also the young rye grass. When 
the stubbles are done they go to the potato fields where masses 
of small and damaged potatoes are left. These, when frozen, 
become soft and are readily eaten. Later, when the young 
wheat is coming up, they resort to the wheat fields, but they 
do not seem to care much for winter-sown oats. At the end 
of the winter they resort to the carrs (fens)—where the 
young grass has usually begun to grow—and the grass fields 
adjoining the upper part of the Humber where they feed on 
young grass. Since the war they have increased greatly in 
Lincolnshire, and now visit not only the North Wolds but the 
potato-growing districts of south Lincolnshire, but they 
seldom visit the South Wolds about Louth which was their 
principal haunt a hundred years ago. 

During recent years I have kept a careful record of the 
weights of all the Geese I have shot, and I now find that it 
works out according to the following table. 

Weight. Number. 
lbs. 8 5 

„ 7 | t o 8 8 
,, 7 t o 7 f 48 
,, 6\ to 7 53 
,, 6 to 6 | 126 
„ 5 | to 6 50 
» 5 to 5 ! 39 
„ 4 f t o 5 7 

4 ... ... 1 
Total ... 337 

To a certain extent weight seems to depend on age; the 
very light weights being usually young birds in early autumn, 
while the very heavy birds always show signs of old age. 
In a season in which food is abundant all are slightly heavier, 
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The Bean-Goose is now almost extinct here. I have not 
seen one for several years. When I was a boy they were not 
uncommon in small parties in the low country bordering the 
coast. G. H. CATON HAIGH. 

BLACK-THROATED DIVER IN BERKSHIRE. 
AN adult female Black-throated Diver (Colymbus a.arcticus), 
in winter plumage, was caught on a trimmer, baited with dace, 
for pike, on March 8th, 1935. A cold north-east wind was 
blowing at the time, and had been blowing for 24 hours or so. 
The line was set from the Berkshire side of the Enborne 
river, which forms part of the boundary between Hampshire 
and Berkshire. The bird was also landed on the Berkshire 
side, so I think it can be claimed for that county. 

GEOKGE BROWN. 

ICELAND REDSHANK IN MONMOUTHSHIRE. 
ON November 3rd, 1934, whilst observing wildfowl on the 
tidal flats at Peterstone Wentloog, Mon., I noticed a single 
Redshank feeding at the bottom of a main drain. 

As it appeared larger and darker than the usual Common 
Redshank, and as I had already obtained an example of 
the Iceland race from the same locality during December, 
I()33. I thought it might be another and proceeded to stalk 
and shoot the bird. 

It proved to be an adult male and its identity as an Iceland 
Redshank (Tringa totanus robusta) has been kindly confirmed 
by Mr. H. F. Witherby. 

Both the specimens I have secured were single birds and 
I never heard either utter a single note. Messrs. Ingram 
and Salmon also noticed this silence in some Redshanks, 
apparently of the Iceland race, at Kenfig Pool in Glamorgan
shire. 

In life the Iceland Redshank looks very much darker and 
larger than the Common Redshank. J. G. WILLIAMS. 

ON SOME FURTHER OCCURRENCES OF THE ICELAND 
REDSHANK IN THE BRITISH ISLES. 

IN British Birds, Vol. XIV., p. 280, the late Mrs. Meinertzhagen 
(Miss Annie C. Jackson) detailed the British occurrences of 
the Iceland Redshank {Tringa totanus robusta) and listed in 
all twelve examples, seven of these being for Scotland, three 
for England and one each for Wales and Ireland. More 
recently Geoffrey C. S. Ingram and H. Money Salmon (antea, 
Vol. XXVII., pp. 358, 359) record a specimen obtained in 
Wales and three others seen, which they considered as of this 
race, while there is the example, recorded by H. F. Witherb'y 
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and Miss E. P. Leach, which refers to a bird ringed in Iceland 
and recovered in Orkney (Vol. XXVI., p. 359). 

Hartert (Vog. pal. Fauna, Vol. II., pp. 1610, 1611) gives 
the wing measurements of the typical race as 145-161 mm., 
and quoting Schioler (Dansk Orn. For en Tidskrift, XIII., 
p. 211) for robusta 157-171 mm., the majority 160-166 mm. for 
males, and 158-170 mm. for females. 

The status for robusta as defined in the Practical Handbook 
as probably a regular autumn to spring migrant, is well sub
stantiated by the fact that of thirteen Redshank received by 
me during the seasons 1933, 1934-35, and one prior to this, 
1911, no fewer than eleven are, on account of their longer 
wing measurements, stouter legs and feet, or darker upper-
parts when taken in conjunction with a long wing, referable 
to robusta. In the series I have examined, the upper-parts 
of the typical race are of a fairly light shade of bronze brown, 
some lighter, some darker, whereas these parts in robusta 
are of a slate colour with a distinctly greenish sheen, and in a 
series appear darker. With regard to the undersides the 
amount of spotting and streaking is very variable in both 
races, and would not seem to provide any reliable difference. 
It must be recognized that there are individuals in which the 
measurements overlap and in which the colour distinctions are 
indeterminate. 

Below are the data of the eleven examples in my collection 
which appear to be of the Icelandic race :— 

Date. 
19. x.34 

19. x.34 

19. x.34 

19. x.34 

19.ix.34 

4.XL33 

10.xi.34 

4- i-35 

4- i-35 

18. i.34 

xii.11 

Sex. 
9 

0 

o* 

? 

2 

? 

<? 

<? 

C? 

9 

<? 

Age. 
Imm. to 1st 
winter. 
Imm. to is t 
winter. 
Imm. to 1st 
winter. 
Imm. to 1st 
winter. 
Imm. in full 
moult. 
1st winter. 

Imm. to 1st 
winter. 
Imm. to 1st 
winter. 
Imm. to 1st 
winter. 
Imm. to 1st 
winter. 
Ad. 

Skull. 
Incompletely 
ossified. 
Incompletely 
ossified. 
Incompletely 
ossified. 
Incompletely 
ossified. 
Not 
examined. 
Lightly 
ossified. 
Incompletely 
ossified. 
Incompletely 
ossified. 
Incompletely 
ossified. 
Not 
examined. 
Not 
examined. 

Locality. 
Tetney Lock, 
Lincolnshire. 
Tetney Lock, 
Lincolnshire. 
Tetney Lock, 
Lincolnshire. 
Tetney Lock, 
Lincolnshire. 
Rye Harbour 
Sussex. 
Pegwell Bay, 
Kent. 
Pegwell Bay, 
Kent. 
Grainthorpe 
Haven, Lines. 
Grainthorpe 
Haven, Lines. 
Northcotes 
Fitties, Lines. 
Woodbridge, 
Suffolk. 
JAMES M. 

Wing. 

171.5 mm. 

163 mm. 

162 mm. 

174 mm. 

169 mm. 

167 mm. 

166 mm. 

166 mm. 

167 mm. 

167 mm. 

163 mm. 
HARRISON. 

A2 

19.ix.34
10.xi.34
xii.11
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[In addition to the examples referred to above I have 
notes of the following:—One mentioned by Pashley in his 
Notes on the Birds of Cley, with a wing of 165 and bill 45, 
obtained at Cley, Norfolk, September 9th, 1892, and two 
others from Cley, male, August 3rd, 1896, wing 169; male, 
September 7th, 1914, wing 163 (Riviere, Hist. Birds of Norfolk); 
three recorded by Dr. C. B. Ticehurst in his History of the 
Birds of Suffolk: a male, February 25th, 1913, with wing 
166.5, a n d two females, January 23rd, 1914, with wings 
170 and 166 ; a female in the collection of Mr. R. A. H. 
Coombes, from Morecambe Bay, Lanes., with a wing of 171 ; 
one mentioned by Mr. T. H. Harrisson (Ibis, 1932, p. 454) 
from N. Rona, August, 1931, with a wing of 169 ; a female 
in Col. R. Meinertzhagen's collection from S. Uist, January 
5th, 1934, with a wing of 173.5 ; and a second bird ringed in 
Iceland in July, 1933, which was obtained near Wick, Caith
ness, October 15th, 1934, this being a female with a wing of 
165 and now in the British Museum collection, while a third, 
recovered in Norfolk, is recorded on p. 363. 

It should be mentioned that while the Iceland Redshank 
tends to be darker than the Common Redshank in winter 
plumage this is by no means always so. I have recently, 
for instance, had sent to me a British ringed Redshank in its 
first winter which is quite as dark as any Iceland winter 
bird I have been able to compare. It would be very unwise 
therefore to conclude that a dark looking bird in the field was 
of the Iceland form, while apparent size would be an equally 
uncertain guide owing to sexual and individual variation. 
—H.F.W.] 

EARLY BROOD OF COOTS IN CHESHIRE. 
ON March 3rd, 1935, I saw a pair of Coots (Fulica a. atra) 
accompanied by four young at Rostheme, Cheshire. The 
young appeared to be about a month old, so that the eggs 
must have been laid in January or even, perhaps, at the end 
of December. S. B. WOOD. 

CHIFFCHAFF WINTERING IN LANCASHIRE.—Mr. Irvine 
Whittaker has given us particulars of a Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus 
collybita) which spent the winter in a sheltered wood adjoining 
the Heywood Sewage Farm. He first saw the bird on Novem
ber n t h , 1934, and subsequently repeatedly until March 8th, 
1935. Mr. Whittaker got close views of the bird and from 
details he has given us it would appear to have been of the 
typical form. 

EARLY BLACKCAPS IN WORCESTERSHIRE.—Mr. P. E.- A. 
Morshead informs us that since writing about the hen Blackcap 
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(Sylvia atricapilla) trapped in his garden at Malvern in 
February (antea, p. 315) he has caught and ringed two male 
Blackcaps, one on March 8th and the other on the n t h . 
Mr. Morshead thinks this may point to an early migration 
rather than wintering. Incidentally he has never seen a 
Blackcap in his garden before at any time of year. 
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