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LETTER. 

GREAT CRESTED GREBES AND T H E DROUGHT. 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—A sample count of Great Crested Grebes (Podiceps c. cristatus) 
is to be taken during the coming summer under the auspices of the 
British Trust for Ornithology. 

The main object of the count is to ascertain as far as possible what 
effect the past two years' drought has had upon the birds. In some 
places breeding was made impossible through continual alteration of 
the water level, while other waters almost dried up, and so were unable 
to support even a non-breeding bird. The threat of continued drought 
this summer increases the importance of this aspect of the count. 

It is also hoped to discover the general trend of numbers and distribu
tion since 1931. 

To obtain a representative count, the following areas, in each of 
which it is hoped to take a complete census, have been chosen : 
Somerset, Wilts., Berks., Bucks., a circle of twenty miles' radius round 
London, Oxford, Glamorgan, Leicester, some Norfolk Broads, Cheshire, 
parts of Yorkshire, and Midlothian. Observers have already under
taken all these areas, but in a number of cases additional helpers would 
be welcomed. 

The main purpose of this notice, however, is to draw the attention 
of ornithologists generally to the enquiry. I t is felt tha t during the 
summer many will have opportunities of reporting the absence or 
presence of Grebes on various waters outside the chosen areas, and the 
collection of those observations would be a valuable supplement to 
the census records. 

All those, therefore, who expect to find themselves in a position t o 
make such observations are asked to apply to me for a schedule on 
which to enter them. P. A. D. HOLLOM. 
BlRCHFIELD, ADDLESTONE, SURREY. 
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