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** The Winter Starling Roosts of Great Britain, I932-I933-" By 
B. j . Marples (The Journal of Animal Ecology, 3, pp. 187-203, 
Nov., 1934). 

IN the winter of 1932-3 Mr. B. J . Marples endeavoured to obtain 
information about all the main roosts of Starlings (Sturnus v, vulgaris) 
in Great Britain, and the published results of the enquiry are now 
before us. Letters to the newspapers, and a wireless appeal, brought 
in many reports, and, in addition, certain local ornithological societies 
and individuals undertook to cover particular areas, or counties. 
Altogether 224 roosts were recorded in England, 22 in Wales and 39 
in Scotland. Their approximate positions are shown in a map, which 
indicates tha t hardly any of them were situated at altitudes over 600 
feet above sea-level, but otherwise seems to show a very irregular 
distribution. They are also listed in an appendix. 

Mr. Marples thinks it unlikely that many large roosts were not 
reported, except, perhaps, in Scotland. The county in which most 
roosts were recorded was Cornwall, with 13. The West Riding of 
Yorkshire had 12, Devon and Sussex 11 each, and Cheshire and Hamp
shire 10 each. The acknowledgments which the author makes, to 
those who helped him by surveying definite areas, suggest tha t most of 
these counties were covered, and one cannot avoid a suspicion tha t this 
may partly account for the numbers recorded. In any case it would 
surely have been desirable to state which counties were surveyed, so 
that readers could judge for themselves whether the density recorded 
in particular counties was perhaps partly dependent on the presence 
of active ornithologists in them. 

Mr. Marples provides diagrams showing the approximate number of 
roosts per 1,000 square miles in each county and also the number per 
1,000 square miles below 600 feet. As he remarks, counties are not 
very satisfactory units for this purpose, owing to their very unequal 
sizes. I t might have been preferable to use the provinces into which 
the counties are grouped for botanical purposes, which are more nearly 
equal in area. 

The diagrams indicate that the southern and south-eastern counties 
of England and the north-western midlands have the highest density 
of Starling roosts, whilst the lowest densities occur in 1£. Yorkshire, 
Lincolnshire, K. Anglia and a belt of counties across the centre of 
England from the Wash to the Severn. Mr. Marples apparently 
assumes tha t the density of the Starling population is indicated by the 
density of roosts, but it is obvious that this is not necessarily the case. 
I t may be that in areas where roosts are fewer they are also larger, 
perhaps because suitable roosting places are scarce, whilst where suitable 
roosting places are plentiful the roosts might tend to be smaller. 
However, if it is assumed that Starlings are actually most numerous 
in winter in the'areas where roosts are thickest on the ground, compari
son with the maps in the Agricultural Atlas of England and Wales 
suggests that their distribution accords fairly closely with the dis
tribution of dairy cattle and of pigs. 

Of 247 roosts as to which reports were received, no less than 107 
had been in use for over 10 years. The one on Lundy is known to have 
existed with only short breaks for 180 years, and the one in the reeds 
a t Slapton Ley, south Devon, for 135 years. The places selected for 
roosting are of various types, the principal being reeds 52 roosts, 
conifers 48, deciduous trees 47 and evergreens 37. In many cases 
roosts in reeds and deciduous trees are only used during the late summer 
and autumn, the birds moving into conifers or evergreens in the colder 
months. The damage done to the trees seems to have been exaggerated, 
reports indicating that the only species which are seriously affected 
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are spruce and Douglas firs. The claim tha t the foul condition in a 
roost drives away other birds (especially Pheasants) and foxes from a 
covert used by Starlings was also not substantiated, as in a large 
proportion of cases other birds were reported as roosting in the same 
woods. 

Many other interesting details are recorded in this valuable paper, 
which should certainly be consulted by all students of the habits of 
birds, and Mr. Marples is to be congratulated on accomplishing an 
important piece of work. W.B.A. 
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