
i^OTES 
PIED WAGTAIL ROOST ON A LEICESTER 

BUILDING. 
I T is now known that a large number of Pied Wagtails 
(Motacilla a. yarrellii) have for the past two years used the 
glass roof of the branch Post Office in Campbell Street, 
Leicester, as their winter roosting quarters. The Post 
Office in question is less than a hundred yards from the London 
Midland and Scottish Railway station and the main street, 
and six hundred yards from the centre of the City of 
Leicester. 

The glass roof on which the birds roost consists of three 
gables, and the whole roof is overlooked on all four sides by 
the windows of a corridor at the same level. I first saw the 
birds at roost in February, 1935, when they were at full 
strength, numbering from four to six hundred. It was an 
amazing spectacle. The tops of the roof gables and surround
ing window ledges were lined with Wagtails, and dense masses 
of them squatting flat on the sloping panes of glass, quite 
undisturbed by frequent and sudden illumination from, or 
persons appearing at, the aforementioned windows. 

During March and April, by the courtesy of the Post Office 
officials, I have been able to keep the roof under constant 
observation and on some occasions while the birds were coming 
in to roost. They arrived in small groups, generally three or 
four, in most cases dropping into the vicinity of the roof from 
a considerable height, thus giving little or no indication of 
the direction from which they had come. On one occasion 
only, from a point about three hundred yards distant, did 
I observe a flight of Wagtails (five in all) making in the 
direction of the roost. 

On April 18th I received reliable information from an in-, 
terested Post Office official that the birds were still 
in occupation, but in slightly reduced numbers. 

On May 1st I visited the roost myself at 9.15, shortly after 
dusk, expecting to find the roost deserted, but was surprised 
that I was able to count upwards of two hundred roosting 
Wagtails. The roost was still occupied on May 8th, but on 
May 25th it was deserted. 

W. E. MAYES, 
Leicester Museum. 



Par t of Pied Wagtail roost on a Leicester Post Office roof 
(other more crowded parts were not accessible). 

(Photographed by the "Leicester Mercury ") . 
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PIED WAGTAIL ROOST IN GORSE. 
INFORMATION as to the sites of winter roosts of the Pied 
Wagtail (Motacilla a. yarrellii) is curiously scanty, and it 
might well be suggested here that other observers come 
forward with information as to sites other than reed-beds, 
which are well known as favourite roosting-places of Pied 
and Yellow (Motacilla f. rayi) Wagtails. The Pied Wagtail 
tree-roost in the centre of Dublin has been described in 
British Birds, Vol. XXIV., pp. 26-8, and Vol. XXVI., p. 93, 
and in Irish Nat. Jour. V., pp. 162-3, while one in a rhododen
dron, recorded in the Journal of the Derbyshire Arch. & Nat. 
Hist. Soc, 1933, was referred to in B.B., XXVIII., p. 32. 

On January 12th, 1935, I found a roost of between 600 and 
1,000 Pied Wagtails in a thick growth of gorse (Ulex europceus) 
in a rushy field near Martletwy, Pembrokeshire. The gorse 
was between 4 feet and 6 feet high and situated close to a hedge 
bordering a second-class country road. The nearest buildings 
were 120 yards away and the district is rather remote and 
unfrequented. 

The birds assembled soon after sunset and their great 
numbers on the road near the roost first attracted my atten
tion. They roosted well down among the prickly shoots, so 
that a flashlight photograph would have been almost imposs
ible. The roost was still occupied in force up to March 8th, 
when I had to discontinue my observations. R. M. LOCKLEY. 

BLUE TIT NESTING IN KINGFISHERS' 
NESTING HOLE. 

ON May 26th, 1935, I found a Blue Tit (Parus c. obscurus) 
sitting on eggs in an unused Kingfishers' burrow on the 
River Kittoch, Lanarkshire. The bank is situated in a very 
exposed position on the outskirts of a small plantation and 
probably no better nesting site was available as all the trees 
were small conifers. 

The nest was placed about three or four inches from the 
mouth of the hole, and contained ten eggs. The hen Blue Tit 
could be quite easily seen without the aid of a torch. 

I believe this is the first record of a Blue Tit nesting in an 
old Kingfisher's nest hole, though its relative, the Great Tit 
(Parus m. newtoni), has been known to do so on several 
occasions. PHILIP A. CLANCEY. 

IRREGULAR LAYING OF BLACKCAP. 
ON April 29th, 1935, a bird was found sitting on three eggs 
on a branch of a holly at a height of four feet in the grounds of 
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Surbiton County School. It was shown to me when term 
started on May ist and I identified it as a hen Blackcap 
(Sylvia a. atricapilla). 

She was sitting so closely that she had to be pushed off 
the nest and then stood within a few inches. I kept a daily 
watch on her and a fourth egg was laid between 10 a.m. 
Friday and 2.30 p.m. Saturday, May 4th. 

Unfortunately three of the eggs were taken, one on Saturday, 
May n t h , and two on Sunday, May 12th, or Monday, 
May 13th, and she deserted. The remaining egg was found 
to be infertile. 

The cock bird was seen and heard near by but was not seen 
on the nest. J. E. ROBERTS. 

PROBABLE BREEDING OF NIGHTINGALES IN 
DENBIGHSHIRE. 

LATE in the summer of 19341 was informed that a Nightingale 
(Luscinia m. megarhyncha) had been singing in a certain 
wood not far from the town of Denbigh, and that it had done so 
for at least two seasons. This year I heard that it was again 
singing in the same spot. On May 13th I was there at 9 p.m. 
It was a cold evening and I waited nearly an hour before I 
heard the quite unmistakable commencing notes of a 
Nightingale, but it was all over in a second or two. On 
May 20th I went to try and find the presumed nest. The 
bird was singing fitfully (I saw it once) over a range of a 
hundred yards or so and I at once realized that the finding 
of the nest, if any, would be a most difficult proposition. 
There was a very large area of two feet high sloe bush inter
spersed with brambles, etc. There was also a pond and 
an irrigation ditch as well; in fact everything a breeding 
Nightingale could possibly desire. Unfortunately I am unable 
to investigate further, but it seems to me a certainty that 
if a Nightingale appears in the same spot and in all ways 
suitable for the species, for three seasons running at least, 
it must be breeding. W. M. CONGREVE. 

GOLDEN EAGLE MATING DURING INCUBATION. 
I WAS watching near an eyrie of a Golden Eagle (Aquila ch. 
chrysaetus) on April 29th, 1935. The female had been sitting 
some weeks to my knowledge—indeed, the eggs were near 
hatching, I think. I saw the male, and a pair of Ravens 
made such an outcry chasing him that the female came off 
her nest. There was a great aerial display—two Eagles and 
two Ravens—and after it the Eagles alighted on a grassy 
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knoll about their rock and stood awhile. Then the male flew 
across to the female and mating took place. 

The female then at once returned to her eyrie. 
SETON GORDON. 

THE GOLDENEYE OF KENSINGTON GARDENS. 
THE Goldeneye (Bucephala c. clangula) which appeared on the 
Round Pond, Kensington Gardens, on October 19th, 1934 
(B.B., Vol. XXVIIL, p. 292), stayed there till May 18th, 
1935, when it came to an untimely and very curious end. 
It arrived in juvenile dress, but could soon be recognized as 
a male ; when it died it was far advanced towards adult 
plumage. I saw no change in its colour till February n t h , 
when a few small white feathers of the loral patch were 
visible ; the patch was practically complete by March 2nd. 
The irides were dull yellowish brown (not " bright yellow", see 
A Practical Handbook); they began to turn yellow early in April. 
At the beginning of May the bird could be seen displaying 
to female Mallards and Tufted Ducks, but neither they nor 
their attendant drakes took any notice of these overtures. 

These displays were exactly like those of the adult male 
Goldeneye, the head being thrown back till the crown nearly 
touched the base of the tail, and then thrown forwards and 
upwards with a jerk and water being kicked up behind ; 
but the action was performed in silence, whereas the adult 
bird accompanies it with a low, harsh, double croak. 

On the afternoon of May 18th the Mallards on the Pond 
apparently thought that the Goldeneye's amatory advances 
were going too far. The keeper then on duty at the Round 
Pond tells me that he saw a commotion on the middle of the 
water. Half a dozen Mallards had attacked the Goldeneye, 
which tried to escape by diving. Other Mallards joined in, 
till there were about a dozen drakes driving their victim's 
head under water each time it appeared on the surface, until, 
in a dying condition, it reached the shore, where it expired a 
moment or two after the keeper rescued it. 

During the whole of its seven months' residence in Kensing
ton Gardens its relations with the other ducks had been most 
amicable. It was in beautiful condition, and being the only 
example of the species known to have occurred in Inner 
London I took it to the Natural History Museum. Mr. N. B. 
Kinnear informs me that the stomach was empty. It would 
have been interesting to know upon what it had been feeding, 
for Mr. A. H. Bishop said it was the fattest duck he had ever 
skinned. Its weight was 2 lbs. 4 ! ozs. A. HOLTE MACPHERSON. 
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INJURY-FEIGNING MOVEMENTS OF 
RINGED PLOVER. 

THE injury-feigning movements of the Ringed Plover (Chara-
drius h. hiaticula) are no doubt known universally. I have 
not, however, seen them described in detail, so venture to do 
so. 

While standing about a foot away from one of three crouch
ing nestlings on the shingle at Llandulas, N. Wales, on May 
28th, 1935, I noticed that the parent performed a definite 
series of actions which were constantly repeated, each time 
in the same order. When put up the bird alighted a few yards 
away from the young ones; after a short run the tail was 
depressed and deflected to the right. It was then spread, 
the head lowered and the wings shuffled, the run continuing 
without a break. Then, with head and tail depressed, the 
left wing stiff and the right wing shuffled, the bird continued 
to flutter awkwardly along the ground. This movement was 
followed by one in which both wings were trailed, the bird 
progressing over the shingle on breast and tail. The bird 
then stopped, and crouching down on its right side, stretched 
up the left wing to its full extent; this position was held for 
a few seconds, after which the bird flew back and the cycle 
recommenced. The alarm cry " Quee " " Quee " was repeated 
continually. 

The nest is bounded on three sides by shingle, on one by 
turf; these in jury-feigning runs took place in all directions 
over the shingle, but not over the turf. M. MITCHELL. 

MOOR-HEN USING WINGS UNDER WATER. 
IN May, 1935, I was watching for trout in a deep pool of the 
Usk river, and a disturbed Moor-Hen (Gallinula ch. chloropus) 
swam by me several feet under clear water. I was on a 
high, almost vertical, bank above it, and saw its movements 
perfectly. It was swimming with regular movements of 
wings and legs (about one stroke per second). The wings 
were extended fully at the elbow but remained bent at the 
carpus, and the neck straight outstretched. The wings were 
then brought right into the side from this position and the 
legs thrust together and straight out behind. It was obviously 
a very effective action and the bird moved fast until it reached 
a bush which hid it. Actually I have never seen any bird 
move wings under water except the Black Guillemot, which is, 
of course, well known to do so, but I mention this bird to say 
that the Moor-Hen had an equally vigorous, though, if I 
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recollect rightly, less frequent stroke. The water was so 
clear that I could see every detail i$the red bill of the bird. 

T. LEWIS. 

INCUBATION BY BOTH COCK AND HEN COMMON 
PARTRIDGE. 

THE accompanying photograph (Plate 3) illustrates what 
I believe to be a unique record, both male and female Part
ridges (Perdix p. perdix) on the nest together. In British 
Birds (Kirkman and Jourdain, 1930) it is stated that incuba
tion is by the hen alone, and other reliable bird books sub
stantiate this claim. My own observations confirm this, 
generally speaking, but this photograph with both birds on 
the nest together shows that the male bird—facing the 
camera—sometimes comes to and on the nest when the chicks 
are hatching out, though he may not definitely help with the 
incubating. 

I found the nest in June (1934), with twenty eggs, under the 
sunny side of a wall among the foothills of the West Riding 
of Yorkshire. The hen bird sat confidently while a hide was 
erected five or six feet away, and even though stakes were 
driven into the ground near her she did not move. When 
I came to occupy the hide it was a different matter altogether. 
She went off into the corn immediately the grass about her 
was touched. 

This Partridge seemed to have an uncanny knowledge of 
the presence of anyone in the hide, even though elaborate 
precautions were taken to impress her otherwise. Though 
absolute stillness was preserved for hours she would not face 
the hide until it was vacated. Then she always returned at 
once. 

At last the day arrived when the eggs began to chip, and, 
determining not to be outdone, I spent several periods before 
the nest, but all of no avail. Late that night I left the 
camera in position in the hide and decided to try again early 
next morning. As soon as the light made photography 
possible, I climbed the wall some twenty yards behind the 
hide, and crawled along into it on my hands and knees, 
knowing this would be absolutely my last chance. 

Imagine my extreme surprise when I peered through the 
fabric and saw both Partridges sitting head to tail on the nest! 
They stayed long enough to allow me to make half a dozen 
exposures. Then the cock rose and went off into the corn ; 
the hen followed him, clucking quietly almost like a bantam, 
and out of the nest poured a stream of golden chicks. 
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Commenting on this incident, Capt. H. B. Moser, of the 
Knebworth Game Research Estate, says : " In my experience, 
when the eggs are chipping, the hen calls her mate to her and 
he settles down in the nest with her, as so clearly illustrated 
in your photograph. Directly the first half-dozen chicks have 
hatched off and have sufficiently dried, the hen bird passes 
them over to the cock, who takes them with him from the 
nest and settles down with them a few feet away. There he 
waits until the hen bird has hatched and dried off the remain
der of the clutch, when both birds move off together with the 
chicks ". 

In this way the cock Partridge reveals a devotion both to 
the eggs and to the young brood equal to that of his mate. 

PERCIVAL F. BYWATER. 

FULMAR PETREL'S BREEDING STATUS IN YORKSHIRE.—■ 
Mr. W. R. Taylor informs us that the Fulmar Petrel (Fulmarus 
g. glacialis), well known to be common on the Flamborough 
Headland from Speeton to Bempton, is extending its range 
southwards along the (lower) cliffs as far as Sewerby, one mile 
from Bridlington. Mr. Taylor saw several birds frequenting 
the cliffs there on May 4th, 1935, and at least two pairs 
looked as if they were settling down to nest. He also noted 
Fulmars at Ravenscar, north of Scarborough, on this date. 

ICELAND GULL IN YORKSHIRE.—Mr. W. R. Taylor informs 
us that he watched an immature Iceland Gull (Larus leucop-
terus) on several occasions from May 2nd to 5th, 1935, at 
Bridlington. 

ABNORMAL VARIETY OF KITTIWAKE.—Mr. B. N. Reckitt 
informs us that on April 28th, 1935, when watching one of 
the colonies of Kittiwakes (Rissa t. tridactyla) on Bempton 
Cliff, Yorkshire, he saw an adult bird in which the usual 
black tips and grey on the wings were absent, and instead 
there was a small patch of reddish-brown on each wing, 
but otherwise the bird was pure white. The beak was the 
usual pale yellow and the legs black. 

RAZORBILL INLAND IN ESSEX.—Mr. E. T. Nicholson informs 
us that on May 4th, 1935, he picked up dead the Razorbill 
(Alca tor da) which had been observed on the Banbury Reser
voir, Walthamstow, since November n t h , 1934 (antea, 
Vol. XXVIII., p. 313). The body has been pathologically 
examined by Dr. G. Carmichael Low, who found it to be 
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of any parasites (c/., Vol. XXVIII., pp. 188, 245). It is 
interesting to find that the bird was able to maintain itself 
for so long on an inland water. 

LARGE CLUTCH OF MOORHEN'S EGGS.—Mr. Philip A. 
Clancey informs us that while searching a large reed bed on 
Bonnyton Moor, Renfrewshire, on May n t h , 1935, he came 
upon the nest of a Moorhen {Gallinula ch. chloropus) containing 
fifteen eggs. The eggs were too varied in ground colour and 
markings for Mr. Clancey to say whether they had been laid 
by two hens or not. 

QUAIL IN YORKSHIRE IN WINTER.—Mr. C. F. Procter 
states {Nat., 1935, p. 142) that several instances of Quail 
{Coturnix coturnix) last winter were brought to his notice, 
and particularly mentions a party of six at Aislaby, near 
Whitby, on December 8th, 1934. 
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A pair of Common Partridges on the Nest 
(Photographed by Rev. Percival F . Bywater.) 
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