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NOTES FROM THE ISLE OF MAN, 
1933 AND 1934. 

BY 
P. G. RALFE. 

REPORTS from the Point of Ayre Light for 1933, and the 
Chickens for 1933 and 1934, do not show a very large amount 
of migration. In mid-April and May, and again in the autumn 
of 1933, there were many Wheatears at the Chickens. On 
October 19th and 22nd, and again on November 19th, 20th 
and 21st, a good many birds, mostly species of Thrush, visited 
the lights. In 1934 the movements at the Chickens appeared 
to centre on the middle of February (Starlings and Thrush sp.); 
the beginning of April (Wheatears and Starlings) ; and the 
early days of November (Thrush sp. and Starlings). At the 
Point of Ayre very little was seen in this latter year of 
migrants ; " the birds," says Mr. MacRae, " have completely 
deserted this place ". But he notes many sea-birds covered 
with oil and dying on the beach. 

Wheatears arrived March 17th and 12th respectively, the 
Chiffchaff March 22nd and 23rd, Willow Warbler April 1st 
and 6th, Sand-Martin April 2nd and March 28th, Swallow 
April 6th and 16th, Corncrake April 17th and 30th, Sedge-
Warbler April 21st and 30th, Swift April 28th and May 7th. 
The Cuckoo, in 1933, is first reported April 14th ; in 1934, 
Mr. H. M. Rogers heard one on March 31st, and the next report 
was on April 19th. 

Swallows were frequently seen in November, especially in 
1934, when the last date was 24th. 

Immigration of Lapwings took place on a large scale both 
years in January. 

Colonel Madoc thinks that 1934 was a very good year for 
waders, but that warblers were less numerous than usual. 

The winter of 1934-5 was specially rich in Northern birds 
(see Long-tailed Duck, Eider, Glaucous and Iceland Gulls, 
and Little Auk). 

Temminck's Stint and the Dusky Redshank, reported as 
" sight " records by Colonel Madoc in 1934, are new to 
Man. The same observer reports the Lapland Bunting 
in 1933, the Velvet-Scoter in 1934, the Little Gull in both years, 
the Ferruginous Duck (twice) in 1933, the Great Snipe in 1934. 

The Alpine Swift, hitherto unrecorded in Man, is reported 
by Mr. C. F. Butterworth. 

Most of the occurrences in 1933 have already been detailed 
in the Manx Museum's Report, published in N. W. Naturalist 
(September and December, 1934), which contains also much 
information on the common species. 
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Our colonies of cliff-haunting birds flourish, and tend in 
general to extend and increase. 

RAVEN (Corvus c. corax).—Another instance of nesting in a tree, a t 
Ballaglass, is reported by Mr. H. M. Rogers in 1934. 

HOODED CROW (Corvus c. comix) and CARRION-CROW (C. C. corone).— 
The latter is again reported from various localities in both years. On 
Peel Hill Mr. F . S. Graves again noted the mating of a Hooded male 
with a hybrid female in both years, and in each case apparently only 
two young were reared (cf. N. W. Naturalist, June, 1934, P- *53)-

CROSSBILL. (Loxia c. curvirostra).—A few seen by Colonel Madoc 
in August, 1933. 

LAPLAND BUNTING (Calcarius lapponicus).—Colonel Madoc saw one 
very plainly among a number of small birds at Ronaldsway on 
November 18th, 1933. 

YELLOW WAGTAIL (Motacilla f. rayi).—A number of reports from 
March to September, but none of nesting. 

W H I T E WAGTAIL (Motacilla a. alba).—Numerous in spring and autumn 
on passage. 

GARDEN-WARBLER (Sylvia borin) ; BLACKCAP (Sylvia atricapitta) ; 
LESSER WHITETHROAT (Sylvia curruca).—A few reports of these species 
continue, but little is yet known of their status in Man. 

RING-OUZEL (Tardus t. torquatus).—In 1933 one or two reports which 
point to breeding. One a t Chickens Light, April 5th, 1934. 

WHINCHAT (Saxicola r. rubetra).—Seen in May, June, July, August, 
once with young. A pair was also observed by Mr. H. M. Rogers 
all through the nesting season in 1934, but no nest was found 

REDSTART (Phcenicurus ph. phcenicurus).—Seen in May, July, 
September. Three a t Chickens Light on April 26th, 1934. 

BLACK REDSTART (Phcenicurus 0. gibrattariensis).—One mature 
bird, November 6th, 1933, Marine Drive (Madoc). 

ALPINE SWIFT (Apus melba).—Mr. C. F . Butterworth, who was 
familiar with the bird in Bohemia, reports seeing one May 17th, 1933, 
at Ballacreggan, Pt . St. Mary, with Swallows. He believes tha t 
another was seen in May, 1931, and a third in May, 1934 I aU * n e 

observers had met with the species on the Continent. 
BARN-OWL (Tyto a. alba).-—Many reports ; breeding a t various: 

places. (Colonel Madoc, F . S. Graves, G. Clementson, F. Wilkinson). 
BUZZARD (Buteo b. buteo).—Colonel Madoc saw a pair soaring over 

Surby Mountain on March 27th, 1934. 
H B N - H A R R I E R (Circus cyaneus).—Colonel Madoc saw a female on 

February 3rd, 1933. Another female was killed in Glen Auldyn 
on August 28th, 1934 (Messrs. J. Bell and F. A. Craine). 

H E R O N (Ardea c. cinerea).-—The colony of 1931 continues to be 
occupied ; 10 pairs nested in 1933, in spite of persecution by Ravens and 
Magpies. About 30 were seen together on the southern shores some
times in August and September. 

FERRUGINOUS DUCK (Nyroca nyroca).—Colonel Madoc saw a female 
on January 22nd, 1933, and a young male on December n t h , 1933. 

LONG-TAILED DUCK (Clangula hyemalis).—Now seen regularly in 
winter (Colonel Madoc, Derbyhaven coast ; F . S. Graves, Peel Bay). 
Two specimens, one a fine male, received a t Manx Museum from G. W. 
Adams in winter, 1934-5. 

E I D E R (Somateria m. mollissima).—Also regular in winter (Colonel 
Madoc, F . S. Graves, H. M. Rogers, C. F. Butterworth). Three 
specimens, the first received, came to the Museum in the winter 
of 1934-5. 

VELVET-SCOTER (Oidemia fused).—One watched a t Derbyhaven by 
Colonel Madoc on January 7th, 1934. 
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MANX SHEARWATER (Puffinus p. puffinus).—Seen all summer in the 
south-west tideways (A. Sim (Chickens) ; C. F. Butterworth). 

FULMAR (Fulmarus g. glacialis).—Seen in almost every month in the 
year a t Chickens (A. Sim) ; daily during the breeding-season, sometimes 
in numbers on south-west coast (A. Sim, C. F . Butterworth). Observed 
by F . S. Graves both years a t the Peel Station, as in former years 
(see Vol. XXVI. , p . 337; XXVII . , p. 44 ; N. W. Naturalist, 1934, 
p.' 369 ; Journal of Manx Museum, December, 1934, p . 213). 

TURTLE-DOVE (Streptopelia t. turtur).—Several reports, April, August, 
September. 

GREEN SANDPIPER (Tringa ochropus).—One seen a t close quarters 
(Port-e-Chee, August 6th and 13th, 1933) by W. S. Cowin. 

TEMMINCK'S STINT (Calidris temminckii).—Colonel Madoc says : 
" On September 2nd, 1934, L. Sim, Cregeen, Corria and I came on this 
bird, no doubt a young one, and very tired. I t was there on September 
4th and up to September 9th. Very like a diminutive Sandpiper, but 
with white pieces showing on the back and white patches showing on 
the tail in flight " . 

DUSKY REDSTART (Tringa erythropus).—Colonel Madoc and others 
saw one a t close range a t Langness on August 26th, 1934. " There 
was no doubt about its identity, and what settled it was the call when 
we put i t up. On September 2nd we were in these parts again, and 
found two together with a (Com.) Redshank alongside. An interesting 
comparison as to height, etc. They were very tired, as they hardly 
moved even when we got close up " . 

GREAT SNIPE (Capella media).—On November 12th, 1934, Colonel 
Madoc, with Messrs. Corrin and Corris, saw one " on 'a rock off Lang
ness, a very fine view, until i t flew off toward Castletown, a straight 
and very heavy flight, as I have noticed before. The breast-marks and 
the white tail-feathers were very noticeable in flight ". In his Bird-life 
Colonel Madoc mentions another, identified by Mr. L. Sim and himself, 
seen January 15th, 1933, and again a few days later (p. 168). 

SANDWICH TERN (Sterna s. sandvicensis).—Increasing number of 
reports, March to October (F. S. Graves and G. Clementson, a t Pee l ; 
Colonel Madoc, on north shores). 

LITTLE GULL (Larus minutus).—Colonel Madoc saw one off Pt . of 
Ayre on October 27th, 1933 ; and another, Ronaldsway, on October 
25th, 1934-

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus fuscus).—Very scarce except 
a t breeding places, but Mr. Graves observed one of the Northern form 
(L. f. fuscus), with very dark mantle and bright yellow legs, in Peel 
Harbour, on September 12th, 1934. 

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus marinus).—Still increasing; 
Mr. Butterworth saw fifty in one day in May, 1934, on the south-west 
coast. 

GLAUCOUS GULL (Larus hyperboreus).—One, apparently mature, was 
seen by Colonel Madoc in Castletown Bay on December 3rd, 1933 ; 
another by Mr. Clementson a t Traie Vane on October 1st and 2nd, 1934 '• 
this latter had been observed by several people during the latter part of 
September. A dead specimen was also found on the shore by the Messrs. 
Adams in the winter of 1934-5, too far gone for preservation. 

ICELAND GULL (Larus leucopterus).—An immature bird, white with 
much light brown marking, was found dead at Jurby Point on February 
24th 1935, by the Messrs. Adams. Though it had lain apparently 
for some time, they were able to preserve it for the Manx Museum. 

LITTLE AUK (Alle alle).—ln February, 1935, four were found dead on 
Douglas shore, of which two were set up for the Museum by G. W. 
Adams. Several other records of the species by Colonel Madoc, 
Tanuarv 3rd and December 14th, 1933 ; December 16th, 1934. 
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