
ROOST OF TWITES IN OUTER HEBRIDES. 
WHEN staying with Capt. J. A. R. Macdonald at Balranald, 
in North Uist, in spring, 1935, I discovered a large " roost " 
of Twites (Carduelis f. bensonorum). This was in a planta
tion of willow trees near Balranald House, about a hundred 
yards long by forty yards wide, and about eight feet high. 
On July 1st, at 9.30 p.m. summer time, I went through these 
bushes carefully with my wife, and we drove out at least 
a hundred Twites. They came out in little flights of two to 
six birds, and from one little clump of trees fifteen appeared. 
This is a couple of hundred yards from the breeding place of 
about eight pairs of Twites, but I saw no numbers of Twites 
in the neighbourhood to account for anything like so large a 
" roost". I do not think that I had previously seen more 
than thirty Twites within a mile of this place. The nesting 
season was not yet over. Next evening I went over to see 
the birds arrive. They came in little parties from all direc
tions. It is difficult to guess the number of birds, but I 
should certainly estimate it at between one and two hundred. 
These must have been drawn from a very considerable area as 
Twites, even in the Outer Hebrides, are in my experience not 
such very common birds as some writers have stated. 

J. M. McWlLLIAM. 

A GREAT TIT TRIANGLE. 
DURING the years 1930-33 we have had only a single pair 
of Great Tits (Parus major newtoni) nesting in our garden in 
Devon, but they invariably raised two broods. Last year the 
hen broke her neck against a window while feeding two or 
three of her babies on the railing of our verandah—and for 
the first time there was no second family. This year there 
were two hens, sitting on eggs within forty yards of one 
another, but only one male. I have no absolute proof that 
the male I watched was always the same individual. On the 
other hand, if a second was ever present, it must have been 
dumb to have had any chance of escaping detection. Morn
ing after morning the only Tits audible were: one pair of 
Great, one of Blue (P. c. obscurus) and one of Marsh (P. p. 
dresseri). Having' watched these birds at their respective 
nests, I unfortunately took little notice of the remaining 
unoccupied boxes, hence the sketchiness of the notes that 
follow. 

NOTES 
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On April 20th a circular impression in the dust on the 
floor of a nesting-box indicated that that box was occupied. 
Next day the floor was covered with moss. On the 23rd 
a Great Tit began to roost on the partially completed nest. 
On the 28th the first egg was laid. On the 29th, while the 
hen was laying her second egg, the male, in the intervals of 
" sawing ", inspected an empty box destined to belong to 
the second hen.. At 7 a.m. a hen, which I now suspect was 
actually No. 2, though No. 1 had laid her egg by that time 
and was off the nest, was seen inspecting a large box ulti
mately occupied by Starlings. She received a shower of 
fleas which were clustering round the entrance hole, no 
doubt awaiting the annual Starling occupation. Sudden and 
violent scratching terminated the house hunting ! 

Hen No. 1 continued to roost on her nest until May 6th 
when, instead of flying off as usual soon after 6 a.m., after 
laying her ninth egg, she began to brood. Next day she laid 
a tenth. 

On May 13th two Great Tits joined in the mobbing of a 
Brown Owl which had young in a box close to the still-
unsuspected hen No. 2's nest. Hen No. 1 was sitting at the 
time, so at last I began to suspect the Great Tit triangle, and 
looked into the box I had seen the male inspecting on April 
29th. There I found seven Great Tit's eggs. On the follow
ing day hen No. 2 began to brood, which suggests that she 
was beginning to lay when the first hen was completing her 
clutch. 

On May 15th hen No. 1 (in shabby plumage, easily dis
tinguishable from hen No. 2) was seen for the last time, when 
she fed on the verandah with the male looking on. After 
that she completely disappeared—she may have died, but I 
think she was probably taken by a Sparrow-Hawk. The 
male had " sawed " indiscriminately over both nests and 
apparently fed both hens. In the evening he took a cater
pillar to hen No. 2, whereupon I hurried down to the deserted 
nest of No. 1 and waited. In ten minutes along came the 
male, but only for a moment. Twenty minutes later he 
returned, perched near the nest with a caterpillar in his 
beak, and called. Presumably because he received no reply 
he flew away. Half an hour later I saw a Great Tit clinging 
to the entrance hole. It did not go inside. I was a long way 
off, but imagine that it was the male bird taking one last look 
for the departed hen. 

Hen No. 2 sat until June 2nd—for practically three weeks, 
and perhaps longer, for I was away for the remainder of that 
week. So both broods came to nothing. G. B. GOOCH. 
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THREE LONG-TAILED TITS AT ONE NEST. 
DURING one of my rambles in a wood near Hythe I came across 
the nest of a Long-tailed Titmouse (Mgithalos c, roseus). 
On inserting my finger into the entrance of the nest to ascer
tain if there were any eggs I came across innumerable open 
beaks. I counted with difficulty up to fourteen and then 
I became mixed as to the exact number. Thinking that it 
would be interesting to watch, I retired behind a broom bush 
and waited. After a while a Long-tailed Titmouse came with 
a grub in its beak and perched beside the nest, but evidently 
saw me and was afraid to enter. Then another one arrived, 
also with a grub in its beak, and perched on the same bush, 
and then a third bird came with a grub and did the same 
thing. So there were three Long-tailed Tits, each with a grub 
in its beak, on the same bush at the same time, waiting to 
feed their young. The male bird evidently had two wives 
and I draw this conclusion from :— 

(i) The number of young in the nest, about twenty ; 
(2) From actually seeing three birds, each with a grub in 

its beak, at the same time on the same bush and each 
entering the nest. 

First one went in and flew out, then the second and then the 
third. I only saw all three together once, after that they came 
one by one. 

It has been suspected that the Long-tailed Tit may some
times have two hens at the same time from the number of 
eggs occasionally found in the nest, but I am not aware that 
this has been proved before. P. VERNON DODD. 

[The presence of three birds at one nest has been proved 
by observations on at least four previous occasions, while 
there are three records of four birds at one nest.—F.C.R.J.] 

HEN WILLOW-WARBLER RETURNING TO NEST IN 
SAME PLACE. 

ON June 6th, 1934, I found a nest of a Willow-Warbler 
(Phylloscopus t. trochilus) on the edge of an oak wood about 
four miles west of Gloucester. On the same day I was able to 
catch the hen bird on the nest and ring it. The ring number 
was MX234. I n May, 1935,1 made a search in the same place 
and found a Willow-Warbler's nest within twenty yards 
of the spot where I had found it last year, and on the 24th I 
was able to catch the hen bird brooding the young on the nest 
and I found that she had the ring (MX234) o n her leg. 

I had long suspected that some Willow-Warblers and Chiff-
chaffs come back in the spring to nest in their same summer 
territories, because I have so often observed in taking a census 
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of territories and nests of these two species in a certain area of 
this county during the last six years that nests occur within 
a short distance of each other year after year. 

Whether the cock bird with which this hen mated was the 
same as last year I am unable to state, as I find it difficult to 
catch cock Willow-Warblers on nests and I am not sure if they 
do any brooding in turn with the hen or not. It seems to be a 
fairly generally accepted idea that the cocks in early spring 
come some days before the hens and seek out territory. This 
hen bird came back to the same territory. But did she come 
back to the same cock ? Here I venture to think is an 
important field for research. M. PHILIPS PRICE. 

BLACKBIRD'S NEST WITH EIGHT EGGS. 
AT the end of May, 1935, we found, in a Girton orchard, 
Cambs., the nest of a Blackbird (Turdus m. merula) containing 
eight eggs. Seven of the young birds were successfully reared, 
one of the eggs remaining unhatched. A. HIBBERT-WARE. 

[A clutch of eight eggs was recorded for Devon (B.B., 
XIII., p. 274) and Capt. L. R. W. Loyd also found a nest 
with eight eggs in 1925. Seven eggs or young have been 
met with on about five occasions.—F.C.R.J.] 

CENSUS OF NIGHTINGALES IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 
IN Vol. XXVIII. of British Birds (pp. 82,83) I gave a census 
of Nightingales (Luscinia m. megarhyncha) for an area of 
about 2,000 acres in Gloucestershire, covering the years 
1932-34. This year I have continued the census over a wider 
area but including that of last year. The extended area is a 
triangle with its easterly point near the outskirts of Gloucester 
City and stretching between the Gloucester-Ross and Glouces
ter-Ledbury roads to a base drawn between Newent and 
Huntley along the east side of May Hill. This area is about 
7,000 acres. 

Taking the smaller area first, of the last three years, I 
find the census of Nightingales for 1932 to 1935 comes out 
as follows:— 

1932 .. 
1933 •■ 
1934 •• 
1935 •• 

Song 
Territories. 

7 
6 
7 

1 2 

Areas and 
Nests 
Found. 

2 
2 

3 
7 

Broods 
Reared. 

' 2 
2 

3 
6 

Total 
Adult 

Population. 

9 
8 

1 0 

19 



82 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. XXIX. 

Over the extended area the results were :— 
Nesting T t I 

Song Areas and Broods Ail It 
Territories. Nests Reared, -n , , , ■ 

^ , Population. 
Found. r 

1935 ... 17 10 9 27 
The first thing to note here is the sudden increase in the 

Nightingale population of this area for this year. The number 
has nearly doubled in one year. It comes to one's mind that 
possibly the appearance of the Nightingale in Wales and other 
western territories is not unconnected with the pressure of 
population in the older haunts to the east. In my previous 
note I gave the types of vegetation association which I find 
invariably connected with the presence of Nightingales. 
This year I can record two cases in the smaller area that I 
worked and one in the extended area where I found Nightin
gale nests on the edge of woods on the ground in long grass, 
nettles and willow herb. The suspicion may be warranted 
that the pressure of population is inducing them to look for 
nesting sites in hitherto not normal vegetation types. 

Lastly I wish to call attention to the ratio between nesting 
areas and areas occupied by unmated cocks. In their paper 
" Territory Reviewed " (antea, Vol. XXVII., p. 196) Messrs. 
David and Lambert Lack refer to the " compulsory mate-
lessness," which appears to occur among many warblers, as 
ground for thinking that territory and mating are not neces
sarily coincident. It appears that with Nightingales, as with 
some other warblers, in a given area of country a certain pro
portion of the population is always unmated cocks with definite 
territory. In this connexion my observations for the smaller 
area are as follows :— 

Mated Pairs. Unmated Cocks. 

1932 ... 2 5 
1933 ••• 2 4 
1934 ••• 3 4 
1935 ••• 7 5 

It appears that this year a greater number obtained mates, 
but there were roughly the same number that failed to obtain 
any. I should say in this connexion that there may have 
been some unmated hens which escaped me but I do not think 
this was so. My impression is that these unmated cocks 
hold a territory and sing regularly in it adjoining a territory 
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occupied by a nesting pair. Struggles take place here, and 
that not only in the early part of the season. I saw a fight 
between a mated and unmated cock as late as May 26th. 
After June 20th the territories this year rapidly broke up. 
Some may have done so earlier. The unmated cocks wandered 
away from their previous singing places and the mated 
birds with fledged young, after remaining for about a week 
in the old territory, moved off and apparently dispersed. On 
the length of time, however, that the young Nightingales 
stay with the parents I have little information. 

M. PHILIPS PRICE. 

COMMON BUZZARDS IN SURREY. 
WITH reference to my note (antea, Vol. XXVII., p. 26) 
concerning a Common Buzzard (Buteo b. buteo) wintering in 
the Farleigh district of north-east Surrey, 1932-33, I am 
pleased to be able to record further visits of this species to 
the same locality, the dates being as follows: One seen 
February 24th, 25th, and March 3rd, 1934. On the latter 
date I watched it, through glasses, engaged in soaring flights 
from 3.25 p.m. to 4.10 p.m., the weather being bright and 
sunny, but the performance terminated on the approach of 
an aeroplane by the Buzzard descending steeply from a 
considerable height and taking refuge in a distant wood. 

The following autumn another came under my notice, 
being first seen on November n t h , and subsequently on the 
17th; December 1st, 1934; January 5th, 6th, 12th, 19th; 
February 3rd, 9th, 23rd; March 2nd and 3rd, 1935. It is 
interesting to note that the bird roosted in the same plantation 
as the one of 1932-33. It was mobbed a great deal by Carrion-
Crows (Corvus q. corone) and Magpies (Pica p. pica) whenever 
it entered the plantation to roost, and during soaring exercise 
there was often a Sparrow-Hawk (Accipiter n, nisus) in 
attendance. HUBERT E. POUNDS. 

HEN-HARRIERS IN SUSSEX AND KENT. 
WITH reference to Mr. J. F. Thomas's note on a Hen-Harrier 
(Circus c. cyaneus) seen by him near Seaford on November 
25th, 1934 (Vol. XXVIII., p. 315), this bird seems to have 
been more numerous than usual in south-east Sussex and the 
adjoining parts of Kent during the past winter. On November 
17th one was shot by Mr. G. Hickman at Brenzett in Romney 
Marsh and about the same time Mr. G. Bristowe had two others 
sent in to him from Beckley and Crowhurst respectively. 
Mr. R. B. Burrows reported to me that he saw two, in widely 
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separated localities (and so probably different birds),in the 
Dungeness area on January 16th, 1935, while Mr. P. Allen 
and Ijwatched one for a long time hunting a reed-grown ditch 
in Romney Marsh on March 24th. This was clearly a female 
or an immature bird and it remained in the same area for 
nearly a month. I had a brief glimpse of it again on April 
14th, and Mr. Allen saw it on several occasions between. 
On April 15th my son, H. F. Ticehurst, twice saw an adult 
male at Camber and was near enough to it to make out that it 
was a Hen-Harrier and not a Montagu's, which, of course, it 
might have been at that date. This bird haunted that part 
of the marsh for at least ten days and was seen on three 
evenings, 18th, 20th and 25th, hunting over the shingle 
flat at Jury's Gap. On the 18th my son watched it make an 
unsuccessful stoop at a leveret there. N. F. TICEHURST. 

SPOONBILL IN SUSSEX AND KENT. 
ON April 13th, 1935, at the Midrips, my son drew my attention 
to a large white bird that was flying almost overhead. With 
the help of our glasses we both at once saw that it was a Spoon
bill (Platalea I, leucorodia). It had apparently just arrived 
from over the sea and would probably have settled on one of 
the pools had we not been there. It circled round twice, 
giving us very good views of it, and then went off inland. The 
next day we failed to find it in the most likely places in Rom
ney Marsh, but on the 16th it was seen by Mr. P. Allen at 
one of the Fleets in the middle of the marsh. 

What was evidently the same bird was seen in the same 
area on April 14th by Messrs. R. K. Cornwallis and J. F. Monk, 
who describe it (Field, 15, vi., 35) as a bird with a well-
developed crest. 

Single Spoonbills have been fairly frequently seen in spring 
on the sands at the east side of Dungeness, but are decidedly 
infrequent on the Sussex side. N. F. TICEHURST. 

GREY LAG-GEESE IN KENT. 
ON April 7th, 1935, my sons and I put up three Grey Lag-
Geese (Anser anser) from some flood-water in Romney Marsh, 
within a few hundred yards of the place where we saw four on 
April 17th, 1929 (Vol. XXIIL, p. 39). They were rather wild, 
but as they flew we could make out their pale rumps and wing-
coverts. Later on, when they had settled, though visibility 
was poor owing to rain, we saw their pink bills and legs and 
noted the absence of white on the foreheads and their plain 
under-parts. N. F. TICEHURST. 
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EARLY NESTING OF SHELD-DUCK IN KENT AND 
SUSSEX. 

IN the Practical Handbook the nesting-season of the Sheld-
Duck (Tadorna tadorna) is given as " usually the latter half 
of May, occasionally early in the month", though Mr. Jourdain 
informs me that laying has been recorded as commencing in 
Norfolk so early as April 17th. On April 15th, 1935, my son, 
Hugh F. Ticehurst, was shown a nest in a rabbit-hole on the 
west side of Dungeness, where some four to seven pairs have 
nested since about 1923. The edge of the nest could only 
just be felt at full arm's stretch, but three eggs were lying 
near the mouth of the hole, having probably been kicked out 
by rabbits, and one of them had already been sucked by a 
Magpie or Rook. It was feared that the other two would 
have been spoilt by frost, but one of them subsequently 
hatched under a hen and the young bird is being successfully 
reared. It is probable, I think, that there were other eggs 
in the nest, as subsequent observations showed that it was 
still being used. In the same area two broods, of nine and 
four, made their first appearance on the pools on May 12th, 
one being in Kent and the other in Sussex. I saw both myself 
on the 15th. Reckoning twenty-eight days as the average 
incubation-period, the first egg in the case of the larger brood 
cannot have been laid later than April 5th. In 1933 the first 
brood (fourteen) was seen during the first week in June, 
and in 1934 I saw the first (fifteen) on the 8th, though the 
young in the latter case were probably already several days 
old. In both years laying would therefore have probably 
begun during the last week in April. N. F. TICEHURST. 

LONG-TAILED DUCK INLAND IN CHESHIRE. 
FROM February 24th to April 13th, 1935, a Long-tailed Duck 
(Clangula hyemails), a female or immature bird, frequented 
the pool at Doddington, Cheshire, spending a great deal of 
time under water. It could usually be found with a party 
of Goldeneyes (Bucephala c. clangula), which were rather 
more numerous than is normal on a Cheshire mere—on March 
31st I counted twenty-four restless birds flying about together. 

Though the Long-tailed Duck occurs not infrequently on 
the coasts of Lancashire and Cheshire (several were seen in 
both counties during the winter and early spring) it is one of 
the rarest visitors to the meres and I know of only two previous 
records—in 1910 and 1919 (B.B., IV., 219, and XIII., 245). 

A. W. BOYD. 

G 
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ICELAND REDSHANK IN LANCASHIRE. 
ON October 21st, 1933, I shot an Iceland Redshank (Tringa 
totanus robusta) on the Megazine Scar off Barrow-in-Furness, 
Lanes. This is the first record for Lancashire. The speci
men is an adult female with wing 171 mm., bill 43 and tarsus 
52. Mr. H. F. Witherby has kindly examined it and con
firmed my identification, and has referred to it in Vol. 
XXVIII., p. 372. This bird was resting at top-tide in com
pany with Knots and Dunlins, although there were hundreds 
of Redshanks in flocks on other scars within a mile. I was 
able to compare it in the flesh with thirteen Common Red
shanks which were shot the same day (for food), and this 
bird appeared greyer; but it is not darker above or more 
streaked below than average adult specimens of the Common* 
Redshank. R. A. H. COOMBES. 

SOOTY TERNS SEEN IN DORSET. 
I VISITED Lord Ilchester's swannery (Abbotsbury) on May 
24th, 1935, with two friends, and saw there a pair of adult 
Sooty Terns {Sterna fuscata). We had an excellent view of 
them at a distance of 70 to 100 yards, and used very strong 
binoculars so that they might have been practically in one's 
hands. They were sitting amongst a number of Common 
Terns (5. h. hirundo) and also four pairs of Roseates (S. d. 
dougattii), so that size comparison was facilitated. The 
keeper who was also present said that he had never seen these 
(Sooty) birds before, and neither had we. I realized at once 
that they were unusual and asked each member of the party 
(four) to observe and note most carefully—comparative size, 
markings, colour and shape of beak, colour of legs (feet were 
just covered by water), and any other characteristics which 
struck them. On comparing notes we agreed over practically 
every point and then verified anything doubtful. Shortly 
afterwards we returned to my flat in Weymouth and checked 
our notes with your Practical Handbook, Vol. II., and also 
with Thorburn's large red volumes and a few other books. 
The U-shaped white mark on the forehead was conspicuous, 
of course, and the pointed beak, with its widened base, was 
easily noted. The birds were all sitting on a small sandbank— 
washing and preening themselves, as a small stream of fresh 
water runs in just there. 

The Sooties were about three or four yards apart, but stood 
out very distinctly. On June 18th I went to the Natural 
History Museum to further verify the bird and saw one stuffed 
and handled three unmounted specimens. These confirmed 
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my observations. I heard to-day (June 22nd) tha t the keeper 
had seen the Sooties once or twice since, but I doubt if they 
are still there. CYRIL SAUNDERS. 

IMMIGRATION OF CROSSBILLS.—It is evident from a number 
of communications we have received that an immigration 
of Crossbills is in progress, and we shall be glad to have notes 
from readers giving numbers, dates and localities of the 
appearance of these birds. I t will be remembered that there 
was a large immigration in 1929 and a smaller one in 1930, 
and tha t in 1931 the bird was quite common and breeding in 
many districts. Since tha t year the numbers have dwindled 
and recently the Crossbill has become quite, a scarce bird and in 
many places has completely disappeared where it was plentiful. 

SCARCE B I R D S IN CAITHNESS.—Mr. J . Bain, writing from 
the Noss Head lighthouse (Scot. Nat., 1935, p. 34), records 
the following: A Wryneck (Jynx torquilla) on September 
8th, 1934, Ortolan Buntings (Emberiza hortulana) on October 
4th, and a Black Redstart (Phcenicurus 0. gibraltariensis) 
on the 17th. 

RED-BACKED SHRIKE KILLING A D U L T LINNET.—Mr. 
W. M. M. Chapman writes tha t on June 28th, 1935, he was 
passing a small patch of whins in Surrey and saw (at a distance 
of less than twenty yards) a cock Red-backed Shrike (Lanius 
c. collurio) seize, kill and carry away an adult Linnet (Carduelis 
c. cannabina) which was flying either to, or past, the bush 
on which the Shrike was perching. 

T H E R A C E OF THE B R E E D I N G SONG-THRUSH IN S H E T L A N D . — 
Miss E. V. Baxter (Scot. Nat., 1935, p. n o ) raises an interesting 
question with regard to the Song-Thrushes breeding in Shet
land. The bird has increased as a nesting species and now 
breeds fairly regularly about Lerwick, in Mid Yell and in 
North Unst. Miss Baxter states tha t a pair she watched 
near Lerwick and birds which she saw at Balta Sound and in 
Mid Yell were of the Continental form (Turdus e. philomelus). 
This was in April, 1935, rather early for eggs, but the pair at 
Lerwick had a completed nest. Miss Baxter does not state 
tha t she obtained specimens. The question of race in this 
case is an important and interesting one in connexion with 
the origin of the breeding stock in Shetland, and we think tha t 
some specimens should be obtained and critically compared. 

G R E E N WOODPECKER IN W E S T LOTHIAN.—A Green Wood
pecker (Picus v. virescens) is reported by Lord Linlithgow 
(Scot. Nat., 1935, p. 2) as having been shot by his keeper 
in mistake for a hawk, near Winchburgh, on April 17th, 1934. 
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DARK-BREASTED BARN-OWLS IN ORKNEY AND ISLE OF 
MAY.—Miss E. V. Baxter has examined a specimen of this 
race of the Barn-Owl (Tyto a. guttata) taken near Stromness 
in February, 1925, and now in the museum there (Scot. Nat., 
J o ^ . P- 5°). a n d Mr. H. F. D. Elder records (loc. cit.) that 
a Barn-Owl which was caught in a hen house on the Isle of 
May on December 19th, 1934, and later died and was sent to 
him, also proved to be of this race. This bird is now in the 
Royal Scottish Museum. There appears to be only one 
authentic previous record of the Dark-breasted form of the 
Barn-Owl from Scotland (Shetland, 1915). 

PEREGRINE FALCON IN SURREY.—-Mr. H. E. Pounds 
writes that on December 20 th, 1934, he saw a Peregrine 
Falcon (Falco p. peregrinus) on a heath in south-west Surrey. 
It was sailing slowly overhead at a fair height and he obtained 
a clear view of the pale cheeks and moustachial streaks. It 
circled twice, then glided away on a northerly course in the 
direction of Elstead. 

RUDDY SHELD-DUCK IN CHESHIRE.—Mr. Robert Storey 
reports that on June 9th, 1935, there was a Ruddy Sheld-
Duck (Casarca ferruginea) on one of the tanks at Altrincham 
Sewage Farm. It was rather wild, so that it was not possible 
to get within fifty yards of it, and it had left before the 
evening. It is reported in case others are seen, but there is 
always the probability of these birds being " escapes ". 

SHOVELER IN SHETLAND.—Miss E. V. Baxter states (Scot. 
Nat., 1935, p. no) that she saw a drake Shoveler (Spatula 
clypeata) on April 20th, 1935, in North Yell. The bird has 
been reported from Fair Isle, but otherwise this appears to 
be its first recorded occurrence in the Shetlands. 

RED-NECKED PHALAROPE IN MERIONETHSHIRE.—Mr. E. H. 
T. Bible informs Mr. H. E. Forrest that he and a friend 
watched a Red-necked Phalarope (Phalaropus lobatus) swim
ming on flood water near Towyn, on April 18th, 1935. 
When, after a time, it flew away, a second Phalarope, which 
had not been seen, got up and flew off with it. The species 
is rare on the west coast. 

GREAT SNIPE IN SCOTLAND.—Mr. H. S. Gladstone records 
(Scot. Nat., 1935, p. 28) the occurrence of two Great Snipe 
(Capella media) in Dumfriesshire, one at Lochmaben on August 
18th, and another at Nether Hutton on September 6th, 1934, 
while Mr. C. Cairnie states (t.c, p. 25) that one was received 
by a game dealer from Peterhead, in fresh condition, on 
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September 19th, 1934. Miss W. M. Ross also records (t.c, 
p. 54) that one was picked up dead near Dulnain Bridge on 
August 20th, 1934. 

COMMON TERN IN SHROPSHIRE.—Mr. H. E. Forrest reports 
the visit of a Common Tern (Sterna h. hirundo) to the Severn 
at Shrewsbury, where it stayed three days from May 1st, 1935, 
and remarks that nearly all previous occurrences have been 
at the same time of year. 

ARCTIC SKUA REPORTED BREEDING IN WEST INVERNESS-
SHIRE.—Mr. G. Waterston states (Scot. Nat., 1935, p. 49) 
that he was reliably informed that a pair of Stercorarius 
parasiticus had bred for six years on a flat peat bog two miles 
from the coast, but the birds had not returned in 1934 when 
he visited the locality. 

QUAIL IN HEREFORDSHIRE AND SHROPSHIRE.—Mr. H. E. 
Forrest reports that a Quail (Coturnix c. coturnix) was killed 
against telegraph wires at Brampton Brian on May 31st, 
1935, and that a nest with eleven eggs was found in a hayfield 
near Shrewsbury on July 8th, 1935. 

IVORY-GULL IN ELGIN.—Miss W. M. Ross records an Ivory-
Gull (Pagophila eburnea) seen off the coast of Elgin on January 
17th, 1934. (Scot. Nat., 1935, p. 54.) 

KITTIWAKES NESTING ON A BUILDING.—Mr. A. Thorburn 
states (Scot. Nat., 1935, p. 50) that at Dunbar (Haddington), 
in June, 1934, he observed three nests of Kittiwakes (Rissa 
tridactyla) on window ledges at a considerable height from the 
ground, in a disused warehouse overlooking the harbour. 
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