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LETTERS. 
SCARCITY OF MIGRANTS. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 
SIRS,—There is a remarkable drop in the numbers of Swallows, 

Martins and Swifts in Shropshire this year. Several of the usual 
nesting places are void of birds. One or two pairs of Swifts nest 
regularly in the roof of my house ; this year there are none. A terrace 
in Shrewsbury is frequented by fifteen or twenty pairs ; this year 
I have not seen more than six Swifts there at any time, though I pass 
it every day and have looked out for them. One or two pairs of 
House-Martins nest on a neighbouring house; there are none this year. 
The only Warblers present in average numbers are the Willow-Warbler 
and Whitethroat. One or two Nightingales frequent Pulley Common ; 
there are none this year. Yet, curiously enough, I located two pairs at 
Lougnor (four miles distant) where I have never known them before. 

H. E. FORREST. 
P.S.—Since writing the above the Swifts at my house arrived on 

June 17th, a full month late, and have nested as usual. 

REGULAR FEEDING-TIME OF A MARSH-TIT. 
To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—When I lived in Epping Forest, Essex, and fed birds throughout 
the year, both from the hand and a saucer, I was, like Mr. Marples (antea, 
p. 45), impressed by the regularity of the times of their visits. During 
one May month, I jotted down daily the exact time of the evening meal 
of an unusually tame female Marsh-Tit. She came almost invariably 
on the stroke of 8.15 p.m. and always between 8.10 and 8.20. No 
doubt the hour coincided with the cessation of her duties in the nest. 

A. H I B B E R T - W A R E . 

OYSTER-CATCHERS AND LIMPETS. 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—The note by G. B. Gooch [antea, Vol. XXVIII . , p . 351) 
prompts us to bring to notice another method by which limpets are 
attacked. Though we have no direct proof, there is strong circum
stantial evidence tha t Oyster-Catchers (Hcematopus ostralegus) are 
concerned. 

During March, along Plymouth breakwater, a number of shells were 
found of limpets (Patella vulgata), which had evidently fallen recent 
prey to birds. The shells, both large and small, all had an irregular 
hole in the apex, as though broken through by blows straight from 
above. Many still had fresh pieces of the animal still adhering to them, 
providing proof tha t the limpets had been attacked while alive. One 
specimen, indeed, only half eaten out, was still firmly attached to the 
rock by the half of the foot that had not been eaten away. 

I t seems clear that the particular kind of damage done to the shells 
could only have been the work of a bird with a bill of the type possessed 
by the Oyster-Catcher. This species, it may be said, regularly frequents 
the area, and a considerable flock was seen on the day the limpets 
were collected. The only thing that is, perhaps, a little surprising, 
is tha t any bird could produce sufficient force to penetrate the thicker 
shells, for the largest specimens had been successfully attacked. 
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We are anxious to acquire information on the feeding of shore birds 
on limpets, -winkles, and other molluscs, in an a t tempt to arrive a t 
some understanding on the ecological relationships of the two groups 
—on the one hand to decide how far birds are responsible for mortality 
among molluscs, and, on the other, how far the distribution of shore 
birds is determined by special food supplies. A case which has particu
larly forced itself on our notice applies to the common winkle (Littorina 
littorea). Empty shells are often found in this district which have 
been chipped open by a number of small fractures, starting at the lip, 
and strongly suggesting the effect of biting or pecking. Live specimens, 
also, are found, which have had similar fractures, but have subse
quently repaired the shell. Such fractures are quite different from those 
which result when the shells are dropped from a height. Judging from 
the localities in which these shells are found, we conclude tha t this is 
most likely to be the work of birds, but as to which species we have no 
hint, and we would be glad to hear of any direct observations which 
may throw light on the matter. 

May we venture to bring the above to the notice of your readers 
who may have opportunities of observing the feeding habits of birds 
along the shore ? 

G. M. SPOONER. 
MARINE BIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION, H. B. MOORE. 

PLYMOUTH. 
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