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DESCRIPTIONS OF NESTLINGS OF SOME RARE 
BRITISH BIRDS. 

BY 

JOHN ARMITAGE. 

THE following descriptions were taken this season (1935) 
in southern Spain and Morocco. Some are, I think, of 
nestlings not hitherto described, and the remainder may 
serve as supplementary, or including variable details. 

MELODIOUS WARBLER (Hippolais polyglotta), nestling one 
day old; near Ronda, May 28th. Down absent. Mouth 
inside deep yellow, tongue deep yellow with two dark brown 
spots, externally flanges pale yellow. 

ORPHEAN WARBLER (Sylvia h, hortensis), nestling a few 
hours old, thrown on rim of nest by young Cuckoo (Cuculus c. 
bangsi) ; near Ronda, May 30th. Down absent. Bill yellow 
with grey tip. Mouth inside yellow, tongue yellow tinged 
with grey, unspotted, externally flanges yellow. 

SARDINIAN WARBLER {Sylvia m. melanocepkala), nestling 
five or six days old; Cap Spartel, Morocco, May 14th. In 
short pin-feather, down absent. Bill leaden grey with yellow 
tip. Eyes open, eyelids brown, legs pinkish-purple, claws 
leaden. Mouth inside dull orange-yellow, tongue yellow, 
unspotted, externally flanges pale yellow. A photograph 
of the adult female at this nest is here reproduced. 

SUBALPINE WARBLER (Sylvia c. cantillans), nestling twelve 
days old ; Sierra de Aracena, June 17th. This fully-fledged 
bird varied in two details from my previous descriptions : 
the two spots on the orange-yellow tongue were practically 
black instead of brown, and the eyelid was old gold instead 
of olive brown. 

RUFOUS WARBLER (Agrabates g. galactotes), nestling nearly 
four days old ; Sierra de Aracena, June 19th. Down absent. 
Bill pearly grey, under mandible paler than upper. Mouth 
inside bright yellow, tongue similar colour, unspotted, ex
ternally flanges ivory, gape large. Skin on body rather dark, 
almost leaden on the head and about the eyes, which were 
not yet open. Wings showed signs of pin-feathers; legs 
pale purplish-pink, claws ivory. 

BLACK-EARED WHEATEAR (CEnanthe h. hispanica), nestling 
about eight days old ; Sierra de Ronda, May 23rd. Down 
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grey, long and fairly plentiful; distribution, inner supra
orbital, occipital, humeral, spinal and femoral. Bill pale 
purple. Mouth inside gamboge yellow, tongue similar colour, 

Female Sardinian "Warbler at nest, Cap Spartel, Morocco, 
M a y 14th , 1935. 

(The pale markings are due to susligbt.) 
{Photographed by John Armitage.) 

unspotted, externally flanges ivory. Feathers breaking 
through, and eyes open. Skin round eye brownish-grey; 
legs yellowish, claws horn. 

BLACK WHEATEAR (CEnanthe I, leucura), nestling about five 
hours old ; Sierra de Ronda, May 29th. Down medium grey, 
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long and plentiful; distribution, inner supra-orbital, occipital, 
humeral, spinal and femoral. Bill pale pink. Mouth 
inside yellow, tongue yellow and unspotted, externally 
flanges very pale yellow. 

BLACK REDSTART (Phcenicums o. gibraltariensis), nestling 
in pin-feather about eight days old ; near Ronda, May 23rd. 
Down dark grey, fairly long and plentiful; distribution, 
inner supra-orbital, occipital, humeral, and spinal. Bill 
purplish-grey. Mouth inside rich yellow, tongue similar 
colour, unspotted, externally flanges ivory. Although stump 
of tail showed chestnut, the bird was still blind. 
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