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SOME INCUBATION- AND FLEDGING-PERIODS. 

THE following incubation- and fiedging-periods which I have 
been able to ascertain this year in Inverness-shire may be 
worth recording. 

CRESTED TIT (Parus c. scoticus).—April 12th, excavation of 
the hole in progress ; 14th, nest building begun ; 18th, 1st egg ; 
20th, 3 eggs ; 22nd, 5 eggs; 23rd, 6 eggs and bird sitting all 
day; May 8th, 4 hatched between 1 and 2.15 p.m., 2 eggs 
infertile ; 26th, young left nest in early morning. 

Incubation-period: 15 days. 
Fledging-period: 18 days. 

This is the longest incubation of Crested Tit I have known. 
In my previously published record (antea, Vol. XXVIII., 

p. 228) the young hatched on the 14th day. 
GOLDCREST (Regulas r. anglorum).—It was not possible 

to count the eggs as they were difficult to reach and could only 
be felt. May 31st, nest with eggs ; June 1st, bird not sitting ; 
2nd, bird probably not sitting, but was always near the nest; 
3rd, bird sitting closely all day ; 19th, all eggs were hatched 
at 1 p.m., but might have been hatched the previous night. 

Probable incubation-period: 16 or 17 days. 
Fledging-period : 18 to 19 days. 

SEDGE-WARBLER (Acrocephalus schanobtenus).—June 2nd, 
i egg; 4th, 3 eggs ; 5th, 4 eggs and bird sitting; 19th, all the 
eggs were hatched at 6 p.m., but probably hatched about 
mid-day. 

Incubation-period : 14^ days. 
ROBIN (Erithacus r. melophilus).—May 9th, 3 eggs ; n t h , 

5 eggs ; 12th, 6 eggs and bird sitting all day ; 25th, at 6.30 p.m. 
4 eggs were hatched ; at 9 p.m. all eggs were hatched; June 
9th, young left the nest. 

Incubation-period; 13J days. 
Fledging-period: 14! days. 

COMMON WREN {Troglodytes t. troglodytes).—June 9th, 
1 egg ; 13th, 5 eggs ; 14th, 6 eggs and bird sitting at 10 a.m. ; 
29th, all hatched at 10 a.m. ; July 16th, young left nest in 
early forenoon. 

Incubation-period : 15 days. 
Fledging-period: 17 days. 

WINIFRED M. ROSS. 
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IMMIGRATION OF CROSSBILLS. 
IN the last issue (antea, p. 87) we asked for observations 
on Crossbills (Loxia curvirostra) and their numbers with 
dates and localities, as an immigration was in progress. 

Judging by the reports received up to date Crossbills seem 
widely spread, but in comparatively small numbers, except 
in Norfolk, but it is as yet too early to judge and we have at 
present no records from Scotland. A good many corres
pondents remark that cones are very plentiful this year. 

The following is a summary of the observations to hand :— 
LANCASHIRE.—About three near Simmonswood, July 20th 

(E. Hardy). 
STAFFORDSHIRE.—Several at Enville Common on June 30th (H. G. 

Alexander) ; also observed there on July 13th working larch cones 
(F. R. Barlow and H.G.A.), and on August 4th, when six were seen 
(C. Owen Silvers). 

WARWICKSHIRE.—One flying over Selly Oak, July 12th, and two 
flying from ground there 15th (H. G. Alexander) ; several in Whichford 
Woods, July 14th, feeding on spruce cones and twigs and larch cones 
(H. G. Alexander). 

WORCESTERSHIRE.—One flying over Upper Bittell Reservoir, 
June 20th (H. G. Alexander) ; three in Lickey Woods, July 9th, and 
about forty on 10th, and some at Barnt Green working larch cones 
(Misses C. K. James and M. Simpson) ; one at Blakedown on July 4th 
and three there on 21st (G. M. King) ; eight passed over Bewdley, 
July n t h , not seen since (J. S. Elliott) ; about fourteen, but probably 
more in all, as small parties frequently flying over, a t Randan Wood, 
near Bromsgrove, from June 30th onwards, feeding in Scots pine 
and larches (F. Fincher). 

HEREFORDSHIRE.—A party at Bishopstone, July 18th (H. A. Gilbert). 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE.—Between forty and fifty near Cheltenham, 

July 15th to 19th, in larch woods (J. J. Cash) ; two Stanway, July 
14th (G. Charteris). 

LINCOLNSHIRE.—Five Leadenham in July (J. S. Reeve). 
NORFOLK.—Two flocks (twelve and eight) a t South Wootton, Kings 

Lynn, July 6th, and for a fortnight after small parties flying over. 
On July 29th a large fir-wood near Sandringham was full of Crossbills 
from end to end ; there must have been hundreds. In a roadside belt 
of Scots pines near there were also many. On July 31st the wood was 
deserted, but near the belt many were flying about. On August 7th 
there were a few birds left at the belt and a few at another place between 
the two, but none in the wood. On August 13th all three places were 
deserted and only six freshly worked cones were to be found (N. TRACY). 

NORTHANTS.—One Brampton Ash Woods, August i6th (E. Hardy). 
HERTS.—Two at Hemel Hempstead, August 1st (C. Oldham). 
BUCKS.-—Four at Ashridge, July 25th,in mixed conifers (C. Oldham). 
BERKSHIRE.—Several near Newbury, August 5th (G. Brown). 
SURREY.—Green cones of Scots pines worked at Wentworth early 

August (D. H. Meares and H. Lynes) ; a few cones worked and a bird 
heard at Chobham, August 17th (E. M. Nicholson and H. F . Witherby) ; 
three Milford, July 23rd (F. M. Luce) ; one and others heard Ockham 
Common, and four Banstead, July 26th (R. M. Lockley) ; small parties 
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(3-5) usual) all suitable Scots pine woods Tilford, Churt, and Frensham, 
since late June, previously a few were still present from last invasion 
(L. S. V. Venables). 

HAMPSHIRE.—Heard a t Southbourne, Bournemouth, July 5th, and 
about thirty in small parties (two to five) kept passing, evening, July 
6th, and some seen almost daily to end of August (F. C. R. Jourdain) ; 
twenty to thir ty New Milton, July 28th, in Scots pines (R. E. Coles) ; 
ten to twenty at Shedfield, early August, feeding on new cones of Scots 
pine (Miss G. K. Medlicott in Times). 

SUSSEX.—Ten Battle, June 25th, July 3rd, and one heard 24th ; 
two Cuckfield, July 10th (H. Whistler). 

KENT.—About seven at Boxley, July 20th, and still there August 5th 
(J. R. Hale) ; many in Sevenoaks district, August (J. M. Harrison) ; 
common in Westgate district between June 22nd and July 12th 
(J. G. Harrison in Shooting Times). 

IRELAND.—At Rocklow, Fethard, Tipperary, about eighteen on 
July 13th, and on 16th and 17th many, one flock of sixty counted 
and pairs and small parties numerous. Crossbills have bred here for 
many years but "restlessness and noisy behaviour of these flocks 
convince me that an immigration is on ". Feeding on new cones of 
spruce (C. J. Carroll). 

ABROAD.—France—M. G. Olivier writes of considerable numbers in 
small parties in Seine-Infirieure and Eure in early July, feeding 
particularly on green cones of Scots pine. M. Olivier also observed a 
small flock in the Vosges on June 23rd. Holland—Small parties (about 
thirty birds in all) were seen on Texel by members of the Oxford 
Ornithological Society throughout their stay from June 29th to July 5th 
(P, A. D. Hollom). 

DIPTERA AS FOOD OF STARLING AND ROCK-PIPIT. 
ON February 2nd, 1935, at the Blackwater Estuary, Essex, I 
watched a Rock-Pipit (Anthus s. petrosus) apparently capture 
small insects on the decaying vegetable debris at high water 
line. The only animals found there were several Borborus 
(Trichiaspis) equinus Fall. This dipteron breeds commonly 
in dung and decaying vegetable matter throughout the year 
and was probably being taken by the Rock-Pipit. 

On May 5th, when collecting diptera on Arbrook Common, 
Surrey, I noticed several Starlings (Sturnus v. vulgaris) flying 
at and frequently capturing St. Mark's flies (Bibio Marci L.) 
which were abundant about the birches. L. PARMENTER. 

BLUE TITS FEEDING YOUNG ROBINS. 
TOWARDS the end of April this year (1935) a pair of Robins 
(Erithacus r. melophilus) built a nest on the top of a log 
nesting box in my garden in Hampshire. About a fortnight 
afterwards we noticed Blue Tits (Parus c. obscurus) going 
in and out of the box building a nest. The two pairs of birds 
did not appear to take any notice of each other at this time. 

For fear of disturbing them I did not go near the nests until 
about the third week in May when the Robin had been 
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sitting about a week. The Robin's nest then contained five 
eggs and the Blue Tits' three eggs. The box had a removable 
front so that it was possible to examine the Tits' nest without 
disturbing the Robin's on the roof. 

Nesting-box with front removed showing Blue-Tits' 
nest inside with Robins" nest on roof. 

Shortly after this we observed both Tits in turn standing 
on the edge of the Robin's nest (when the owner was away) 
and pecking at it. On the arrival of the Robin there was a 
bit of a fight but eventually the birds settled down and we 
noticed no further friction. Although the Tits were observed 
going in and out of the hole no more eggs were at this time laid 
and the original three were well covered up. 

Immediately the young Robins hatched the flying back
wards and forwards of the parents feeding them caused 
intense excitement in the pair of Tits and they began, without 
interference from the parents, to feed the young Robins. 

This continued for the whole time until the Robins were 
fully fledged and finally flew away. 

In the meantime the three eggs of the Blue Tits remained in 
the nest and were, I noticed, entirely covered up with feathers. 
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We were wondering what would happen after the Robins 
flew away and, to our astonishment, the Tits returned to 
their nest, seven more eggs were laid, and in due course these 
seven were hatched out and the birds successfully reared 
and flew away. The original three eggs, however, did not 
hatch, and remained under the lining. 

W. STANLEY LONSDALE, 

SONG-THRUSH LAYING NINE EGGS. 
A SONG-THRUSH (Turdus e. ericetorum) nested in a garden at 
Bayston Hill, Shrewsbury, and laid nine eggs in it (May, 1935). 
The cup of the nest was unusually deep. When incubation 
was well advanced the male bird disappeared: the hen 
deserted the nest, which was then removed. About ten days 
later the " widow " got a new mate, built another nest in 
the same place, and is now (June 19th) sitting on four eggs. 

H. E. FORREST. 

[There are two previous cases on record of nine eggs 
of this species in one nest, and half a dozen records of eight. 
In one case where nine eggs were laid all the eggs were small, 
almost dwarfs, but fertile. F.C.R.J.] 

UNUSUAL FOOD OF SONG-THRUSH. 
WATCHING a Song-Thrush {Turdus e. ericetorum) feeding in 
my garden in Hampshire on August 9th, 1935,1 was surprised 
to see it leap up to the flowers of a lily and pull off a petal. 
This it proceeded to eat, first, by breaking up about one-third 
of the thick end, then by swallowing the remainder whole. 
The broad part of this was taken in first with some difficulty 
as the gape and throat were scarcely wide enough to admit it. 
But, shortly, only the tip of the petal remained protruding 
from the end of the beak, while the Thrush rested from its 
exertions beneath the plant. The lily is orange with dark 
brown spots and called, I think, Lilium pardalinum. Its 
alternate petals are 20 m.m. and 30 m.m. across the widest 
part and n o m.m. long. GEO. MARPLES. 

WALKING through one of our fields at Harpenden, Herts., 
at the beginning of August, 1935, a Song-Thrush rose out of 
the grass a few feet in front of me unmistakably carrying in 
its bill a young mouse, of fawn colour, probably a small 
shrew-mouse or possibly harvest-mouse. 

I should be very interested to hear if any of your readers 
have made similar observations in this dry weather with 
ground in fields and pastures baked hard. E. C. WALLIS. 
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BLACK REDSTARTS IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 
ON March 16th, 1935, an adult male Black Redstart (Phasni-
curus 0. gibraUariensis) was seen in Frocester, in our garden 
and round the house, for quite half-an-hour at mid-day; 
it frequently came to the lawn after insects and retired to the 
roof of the house when disturbed. 

Another was seen at Stonehouse—two miles from Frocester 
—on the G.W.R. station platform and buildings, on October 
24th, 1930. S. M. BUTLIN. 

MUTE SWANS ATTACKING BULLOCK. 
WHEN fishing on the River Aln in the last week of July, 
I witnessed what seemed to me a rather unusual occurrence. 

Two Swans (Cygnus olor) were floating on a pool a short 
distance below me, when a bullock from an adjoining field 
came down to the river to drink. The Swans almost 
immediately made an attack on it. With wings and necks 
extended, they half-flew, half-paddled towards the bullock, at 
the same time emitting a raucous cry. The river bank directly 
behind the bullock was fairly high, and though it seemed 
desirous of retreating, found it impossible to do so quickly. 
I t turned towards the Swans, and met their attack by lowering 
its head and butting them. This battle went on for about five 
minutes. 

After a peaceful interval of about fifteen minutes, the 
Swans again attacked the bullock, which, evidently desiring 
peace, proceeded further down the river, and got back into 
the field. 

Probably the Swans had either eggs or cygnets in the 
vicinity, but I did not ascertain which. R. W. PATRICK. 

GREY LAG-GEESE IN KENT. 
DR. N. F. Ticehurst has recorded (antea p. 84) Grey Lag-Geese 
(Anser anser) in Romney Marsh, three seen on April 7th, 1935. 
On April 14th, when with Messrs. R. C. Homes and H. A. 
Littlejohn, we saw six of this species fly westwards over 
the Lydd-Dungeness road and alight amongst some sheep and 
Gulls (Herring and Common). They commenced feeding in the 
pasture field and gradually moved westwards. By cautious, 
spiral approach, although in full view we managed to get 
within 80 paces and had excellent views of them in the 
brilliant sunshine. The white-nailed pink bill and pink legs 
were well seen through 40X and 35X telescopes. 

L. PARMENTER, 
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BREEDING PLACES OF FULMAR PETRELS IN 
SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

ON June 18th and 19th, 1935, I visited the islands Roan and 
Neave, which lie midway between Tongue and Bettyhill, 
Sutherland, and was very interested to find two colonies of 
Fulmar Petrels (Fulmarus g. glacialis) breeding there. There 
is a colony of about thirty on a ledge on the west cliff of Roan, 
and a smaller one of 10 to 12 on the east cliff of Neave. 

On Roan I saw the birds sitting on ledges during the whole 
time (about seven hours) we were fishing just near and others 
were flying over the water. Owing to the swell it was not 
possible to approach close to the cliff, but the Fulmars could 
be seen plainly through glasses. On Neave they were more 
scattered, but as I saw them sitting on ledges during both 
days, I concluded they were breeding. 

I should be interested to know if they have been reported 
as breeding there, as the nearest place mentioned in the 
Practical Handbook of British Birds is Dunnet Head. 

The boatman told me they were also at Whiten Head, but 
I had no opportunity of verifying this. D. B. KIRKE. 

[A considerable colony has bred for a good many years 
on Whiten Head, but we do not think either this or the colonies 
mentioned by Mr. Kirke have been previously recorded. ED.] 

FULMAR PETRELS PROBABLY BREEDING IN 
PEMBROKESHIRE. 

WHEN at the Stack Rocks, Pembrokeshire, on June 28th, 
1935,1 noticed three or four pairs of Fulmar Petrels {Fulmarus 
g. glacialis) on ledges. Unfortunately, I was unable to obtain 
conclusive proof of breeding, but two birds remained brooding 
on the same spot all the time I was there. Moreover these 
particular birds showed keen resentment when any other 
Fulmar settled or attempted to settle near them. I could 
not persuade these two birds to leave the ledge and was 
unable to see if either had an egg or young. 

I understand that Fulmars have now been seen at this place 
for several years. W. A. CADMAN. 

BLACK-NECKED GREBES IN SURREY IN APRIL 
ON April 7th, 1935, whilst watching Little Grebes (Podiceps r. 
ruficollis) and other water fowl on a pond in Surrey, I saw a 
pair of birds hitherto unfamiliar to me, but which I subse
quently identified as Black-necked Grebes (Podiceps n. 
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nigricollis). The black neck and upper parts and the tufts of 
golden feathers on each side of the head were unmistakable. 

Unfortunately I was suddenly taken into hospital a few 
days later and was unable to revisit the pond for about four 
weeks. By this time it had become so much overgrown that 
observation was extremely difficult and I was unable to locate 
the birds in question. So that whether they nested, I am 
unable to state, but the place was suitable for their purpose 
and their behaviour when I saw them pointed to this 
possibility. H. J. HOFFMAN. 

THE COOT AS A MIGRANT. 
IN their interesting article on the Coot (Fulica a. atra) Messrs. 
G. C. S. Ingram and H. Morrey Salmon refer (antea p. 39) 
to the six records of Coots striking at Irish light-stations on 
information given by me from the specimens obtained by 
the late R. M. Barrington. When supplying the authors 
with this information I now find that I omitted to mention 
the following interesting instance recorded by the Hon. 
Chas. Mulholland (Irish Nat. Journal, Vol. I l l , p. 55) of a 
Coot ringed as a fledgling at Downpatrick, co. Down, on 
June 7th, 1928, whose skeleton with ring attached was picked 
up near Glasgow on Dec. 23rd, 1928. Admitting the late 
date of recovery, but allowing for the fact that only the skele
ton remained, this instance seems to me to be in keeping 
with the tendency shown by young birds of certain species— 
known as regular migrants—to move northwards in the late 
summer or early autumn before migrating south. 

G. R. HUMPHREYS. 

NESTING HABITS OF RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE. 
IN 1924 (Vol. XVII, p. 315) Col. M. Portal stated that the 
hen of a pair of Chukor (Alectoris grceca Cypriotes), in an 
enclosure, laid one clutch of eggs in one corner of the field, 
but did not sit on them on completion, but laid another clutch 
in a different part of the enclosure, and that when this clutch 
was complete, the hen sat on one clutch and the cock bird 
on the other clutch, and both clutches were hatched. He 
also brought forward a certain amount of evidence tending 
to prove the same habit in the case of the Red-legged Part
ridge (Alectoris r. rufa). I have tried for some years to obtain 
similar evidence, but until to-day, all that I have been able 
to ascertain from Keepers and from one or two personal 
observations is that a full set of eggs is often found cold 
and apparently deserted, but on inspection, ten or twelve days 
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later, a French Partridge has been found sitting, the eggs 
being apparently deserted in the meanwhile. 

To-day, June 18th, I went to see Major Tabor's keeper, 
of Bovingdon, Essex, who informed me that early in May he 
found a French Partridge's nest with three eggs and a 
Pheasant's egg. He took the latter. About ten days 
later the nest contained thirteen eggs, but no sitting bird. 
About ten days ago he was passing close to the original nest 
when he put a French Partridge off a nest full of eggs, close 
to the original nest; the two nests were only three yards apart. 
On looking at the original nest there was a French Partridge 
sitting, which also ran off, and both birds ran down the 
field together, as a pair would do. He is almost certain that 
one bird was the male by its slightly larger size. He says 
French Partridges are very scarce on this part of his beat. 

The above appears to bear out Col. Portal's observations 
in the case of " Chukor ", though, of course, it is not definite 
proof. 

I did not view the nests, as on my arrival rabbit-catchers 
had caused the birds to desert, and the eggs had been sucked 
by one of the Corvidae. It would appear that further observa
tion of the breeding habits of the French Partridge are 
desirable, and any corroborating notes as to the above would 
be very interesting. 

Since writing the above I have read Mr. E. C. Stuart 
Baker's Nidification of Birds of India (vol.iv. p. 255), wherein 
he states " that many keepers firmly believe that two clutches 
of eggs are laid by A. rufa and that although they never find 
bigger clutches than about a dozen, they often see coveys of 
a great many more: the young in these coveys being all of 
the same age, whereas there would be 10-20 days' difference 
in the coveys if the idea was correct. A Norfolk keeper 
twice found cock and hen sitting on two clutches, yet the 
young supposed to belong to them must all have been hatched 
within 48 hours of each other ". 

I am inclined to agree with the Norfolk keeper, as if it is 
a fact that the hen lays two clutches, the cock surely would 
never start sitting until pairing was finished and both clutches 
complete, in which case they would hatch on approximately 
the same day. R. SPARROW. 

SCARCE BIRDS IN FORTH.—In a list of unusual birds in this 
area for 1934, by the Midlothian Ornithological Club (Scot. 
Nat., 1935), we note a small flock of Shore-Larks (Eremophila 
a. flava) on March 30th and 31st, at Aberlady (p. 51), a 
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Spotted Redshank (Tringa erythropus) at Threipmuir on 
September 29th and October 1st—the first record for Mid
lothian (p. 52), an Iceland Gull (Lams leucopterus) at Granton 
from April 3rd to 9th (p. 53), several Great Skuas (Stercorarius 
skua) at Granton between September 1st and October 20th, 
and a Pomatorhine (S. pomarinus) off Granton on 
September 21st. 

GREENLAND REDPOLL AT ISLE OF MAY.—One of the 
first birds caught in the large ringing trap erected by the 
Midlothian Club with the assistance of Messrs. W. B. Alexander 
and R. M. Lockley on the Isle of May was a Redpoll, which 
they identified as an example of Carduelis f. rostrata. This 
was a female seen on October 3rd, caught on the 8th, and 
ringed and released. It was browner on the back and more 
heavily streaked on the flanks than Mealy Redpolls seen at 
the same time, and had a wing of 81 mm. (H. F. D. Elder, 
Scot. Nat., 1935, p. 48). 

WOOD-LARKS IN LANARKSHIRE.—A flock of about six 
Larks seen on December 13th, 1934, in the district of Bothwell, 
when viewed on the ground, were thought by Mr. W. Stewart 
(Scot. Nat., 1935, p. 54) to be " slightly smaller and different 
from Sky-Larks ", and when the birds rose and circled round 
he at once observed their " inordinately short tails " and came 
to the conclusion that they were Wood-Larks (Lullula 
arborea). 

GREAT GREY SHRIKE IN WILTSHIRE.—Mr. Richard N. 
Ticehurst writes that while journeying to Tidworth on July 
30th, 1935, he saw a Great Grey Shrike (Lanius excubitor) 
perched on the telegraph wires beside the line just outside 
Ludgershall. The line is a single one and the wires close to 
the rails and just above railway carriage level, so that he 
had a good view of the bird as the train passed slowly by, 
and he noted its large size, comparatively long tail, characteris
tic bill, the white breast and wing-bar and the black mark 
through the eye. 

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT IN MERIONETHSHIRE.—Mr. E. H. T. 
Bible informs us that he watched a Black-tailed Godwit 
(Limosa limosa) at rest, and also in flight, at Towyn, on 
August n t h , 1935, and that he saw one of these birds in the 
same place on October 2nd, 1934. 

" INCUBATION " BY BOTH COCK AND HEN COMMON PART
RIDGE.—In the note on this subject (antea, p. 62), as several 
readers have pointed out, the heading unfortunately indicated 
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that the cock was incubating whereas the cock only came on 
to the nest when the young were hatching. Mr. Bywater's 
beautiful photograph of the two birds on the nest was, we 
believe, the first to be published demonstrating this habit, 
which has been frequently observed by game preservers but 
is, perhaps, not so widely known among ornithologists. 

BLACKBIRDS' NEST WITH EIGHT EGGS—Correction.—In 
the editorial note under this heading (antea, p. 81) the reference 
to Vol. XIII . was wrongly given as page 274 instead of 
p. 297. 
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