
(121) 

REVIEWS. 

LOCAL REPORTS. 
Transactions of the Norfolk and Norwich Naturalists' Society for 1933-4. 

The usual Annual Report of the Wild Bird Protection Committee con
tains some interesting notes by Mr. R. M. Garnett from the Cley area, 
good news from Major A. Buxton of an increase of Bearded Tits at 
Horsey, alter two successful breeding seasons, and notes about the 
Harriers, Short-eared Owls and other birds, among which we note tha t a 
bird identified as a Little Egret was seen (no date is given bu t i t seems 
probable tha t this was one of the Indian Cattle Egrets turned down by 

cont inued. . . 
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the Zoo, and being reported here and there all over the country), 
and a White-winged Black Tern, seen at close range by the keeper. 
No date for the last item is given, but it may be remarked tha t Mr. 
Riviere has referred to one a t Gley in June, 1934 (antea, Vol. XXVII I . , 
p. 363). A valuable paper is contributed by Dr. S. H. Long and Mr. 
B. B. Riviere on the important occurrences and variations in breeding 
status of birds from 1929 to 1933. 

The London Naturalist, 1934. . 
Ornithology is here well represented among the activities of the 

London Natural History Society. Under " British Trust for Orni
thology " we find an account of the Walthamstow and Wanstead 
heronries and details regarding the status of the Woodcock. Mr. E. 
Mann gives notes on seventy-two species of birds seen a t the Edmonton 
Sewage Farm in 1933-4; Mr. R- " . Hale writes of the movements of 
Starlings in the Hendon district and traces a flight line from Hendon 
to Baker Street, while Mx. F . J. Johnston writes of a Starling roost in 
Wipers Wood near Bishops Stortford which was traced by flight lines 
from Chingford; there is an account of the ringing results and, finally, 
the usual report on the birds of the Society's area (within twenty miles 
of St. Paul's Cathedral). Although the Report this year contains 
nothing of very special note, it is a good solid record, while the special 
reports on the status of selected species (Hawfinch, Lesser Redpoll, 
Tree-Sparrow, Sedge-Warbler and Little Grebe) are most valuable. 

Report on the Birds of Warwickshire and Worcestershire, 1934. Prepared 
under the direction of the Birmingham Bird Club. 

T H I S is the first Annual Report produced by the Birmingham Bird 
Club. Long experience and expert knowledge of a t least one of the 
editors has ensured careful editing and sifting of the records and notes, 
and the Report is a very welcome addition to the growing number 
of such publications. Sections are devoted to dates of arrival and 
departure of migrants, classified notes, an account of Bartley Reservoir 
and very useful reports on the status of specially selected species— 
Dipper, Nightingale, Redstart, Wryneck and Corncrake. 

In the classified notes observations on such local species as Cirl 
Bunting, Wood-Lark (heard many times in N. Worcestershire but no 
nest actually found) and Pied Flycatcher have a special interest as 
have occurrences of Water-Pipits a t Lower Bittell Reservoirs in 
March and October. A Blackcap is reported as being a t Allesley 
throughout the winter of 1930-1, a Green Woodpecker was observed 
by a gardener tapping on the board of a beehive and catching the bees as 
they came out. There are a number of interesting notes on ducks and 
waders at the Bittell Reservoirs, while Mr. W. E. Kenrick's account 
of the birds a t Bartley Reservoir has special interest as this reservoir 
is a new one. The increase in the number of Mallard, Wigeon and 
Tufted Ducks visiting i t during the four years since it has been full 
is remarkable. Besides these, seven other species^ of duck, including 
Common Scoter and Sheld-Duck, have visited it, as well as a Brent 
Goose on March 23rd, 1934. 

Cambridge Bird Club Report, 1934. 
To this Report Mr. D. B. Keith contributes lengthy observations on 

Starling roosts in the southern part of the county. The main report on 
birds for the year contains several items of exceptional interest. Water-
Pipits were noted a t the Cambridge Sewage Farm between December, 
1933, and March, 1934, a s w e ^ a s o n April 1st and 18th and November 
27th. A Grey Wagtail nested a t Hildersham but the hen bird was 
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killed on the nest by a cat. This is stated to be the first authentic 
breeding record for the county. Another first breeding record refers 
to the Common Pochard, a female and six small young having been 
seen a t Burwell Fen on June ioth and a brood reported on a lake at 
Wimpole Hall. I t has already been recorded in our pages (antea, 
Vol. XXVII. , pp. 357-8) that a Yellowshank appeared a t the Sewage 
Farm on March 29th, 1934. I t is now recorded tha t i t was seen on 
many occasions in April, and on May 4th presumably the same bird 
was seen some seven miles away at Burwell Fen on June io th and 17th, 
but i t was seen again a t the Sewage Farm from July 23rd to August 1st, 
on November 23rd and 27th, on January 13th and February 12th, 1935 
—a remarkable record. 

Report on Somerset Birds, 1934. 
This full and detailed Report has been carefully compiled by a small 

editorial committee from the records sent in by the members of the 
Somersetshire Archaeological and Natural History Society. Perhaps 
the most important items recorded are the fact tha t Ravens can now 
be considered to have become once again regularly tree breeders in 
Somersetshire as they have in several other parts of the country, and 
the breeding of Cormorants on Steep Holm. Breeding on this island 
has been suspected but never proved in the past. In 1934 ten nests 
were found and photographs of two of these containing young appear in 
the report. In 1929 no nest was found bu t the present owner states 
that they have now bred for some years. Amongst other interesting 
records the following may be mentioned :—An unusual number of 
Hawfinches nesting, Crossbills feeding young (in 1933), two Blackcaps 
a t Winscombe in January, two newly-established small heronries, one 
near Dunball and the other near Langport, twenty-three Black-tailed 
Godwit at Blagdon Reservoir on September 30th, twenty on October 
18th and twelve on November 4th. 

Ornithological Record for Derbyshire, 1933-34. By the Rev. F . C. R. 
Jourdain. Reprinted from the Journal of the Derbyshire Arch, 
and Nat. Hist. Society, 1934. 

In the list of arrival of migrants in 1934 w e n n < i a single early Swift 
on April 19th a t Ashbourne. In the systematic notes there is an in
teresting and authentic case of a pair of House-Martins (Delichon u. 
urbica) building in a House-Sparrow (Passer d. domesticus) which had 
taken possession of the nest. After vainly endeavouring to eject the 
Sparrows the Martins built up the entrance and then built another nest 
on the top of the old nest. After the young from this nest had flown, 
Mr. Harrison, the recorder, opened up the sealed nest and found the 
remains of a Sparrow inside it. 

South-Eastern Bird Report. Being an account of Bird-life in Hampshire, 
Kent, Surrey and Sussex during 1934. Edited by Ralph Whitlock. 
Price 3s. 3d. (Obtainable from the author, White Hill Farm, 
Pitton, Salisbury). 

T H I S Report is a newcomer. I t was a good idea of Mr. Whitlock's 
to combine these counties in a single Report, and he has evidently 
spent a great deal of time and energy in enlisting the help of a number of 
observers and in collecting and publishing their observations. We 
think, however, tha t the selecting and editing of so much material 
sent in by observers of such varied attainments from so large a region, 
cannot well be done by one man and we hope that Mr. Whitlock will 
consider the suggestion of securing, for future reports, the co-operation 
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of some of the expert ornithologists in the area covered by the Report, 
to give him assistance and strengthen his hand on critical points. 
There is much in the present Report which is valuable but there is also 
a good deal which is not worth printing, some which, if included, 
should have been enclosed in square brackets, and some which should 
have been omitted altogether. Some other records are so wanting 
in detail, where detail is essential, tha t i t is impossible to accept them 
in their present form. Such are three Northern Bullfinches (Pyrrhula 
p. pyrrhula) seen a t Brede on February 3rd, autumn records of Blue-
headed Wagtails (Motacilla f. flava), a White's Thrush (Turdus d. 
aureus) in Hastings on September 25th, Cormorants nesting on ponds 
near Petworth (it is possible that *' nests " is here a misprint for 
" r e s t s " ) - These are all mere assertions without any corroborative 
detail. Some observers appear to think that a dogmatic assertion tha t 
their identification of a rare bird was correct is quite sufficient, for
getting that it is much more important to establish a useful record 
by bringing forward evidence to convince their readers than just to 
convince themselves. 

I t would have been better to have omitted such remarks as tha t 
" never more than four eggs are found in a clutch " of Carrion-Crow 
in the New Forest, tha t Hawfinches are not found there and Grey 
Wagtails and Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers are never seen, that the 
Red-backed Shrike is almost unknown and that Nuthatches are few 
(all these are incorrect statements), tha t the Common Sandpiper 
probably nests by the Rother and Stour, tha t Dunlins and Turnstones 
possibly nest in Sussex, and that a female Common Buzzard was 
seen at Leckford, while the evidence for the increase of the Common 
Buzzard in the New Forest as given is very weak, and the statement 
that there is reason to believe that Ruffs have bred in east Kent in 
recent years is meaningless without giving the reason. 

We are glad to note that the Honey-Buzzard is recorded as success
fully rearing a brood in the New Forest in 1934, b u t should welcome 
corroborative details. 

There are two somewhat important records which must be discussed. 
The first is of a party of five birds observed on the sandy cliffs near 
Bexhill on February n t h , and identified as Water-Pipits. The 
description of the action of the birds and the observation that they had 
several of the characteristics of Pied Wagtails, especially their flight 
and note, lead one to consider the identification at fault. 

The other record is of a bird seen near the estuary of the Stour on 
September 19th, and identified as a Yellowshank. From the descrip
tion given we do not feel convinced that the bird was correctly identified, 
and it would be valuable to have the opinion of those who saw so much 
of the Cambridge Yellowshank. The bird is described as having longer 
legs than in the Redshank and of a bright yellow, the head dark with 
a distinct white streak on the lores, the lower back and rump almost 
black and the breast white. No description of the wing pattern is 
given. The note is described as " a rather harsh call three times " . 

There are a number of other records in this Report which are open to 
criticism, but we have given enough instances to sustain our view that 
it is most important tha t such Reports should be very critically edited 
and for this several ornithologists with local knowledge in each county 
are better than one who cannot possibly have a close acquaintance with 
so large an area. Once a record gets into print it is copied and to 
judge of its value in after years, if the evidence given in the first place 
is incomplete, is often impossible. 
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