
iKMOTES 
THE STATUS OF THE RAVEN AND OTHER BIRDS 

IN MIDLOTHIAN. 
IN the recently-published Birds of Midlothian, it is said of the 
Raven (Corvus c. corax)—" it nested in the Moorfoots as 
late as 1917 but it is doubtful whether the Raven 
can still be included in the faunal list of the county ". 

On February 23rd, 1935, I saw a Raven in the Moorfoot 
Hills, and on March 2nd, on searching a valley, I found an 
empty nest and saw both birds in the vicinity. On 
March 12th, my father being with me, we noted both birds 
at the nest, which now contained one egg. On March 16th 
the nest contained two eggs, and on the 23rd the bird was again 
flushed from the same two eggs. Incidentally two eggs made 
up the set in this case, which is exceptional. On April 22nd 
the nest was empty and the lining torn up. I saw the game
keeper, who said he knew of the nest and had seen the young 
on April 19th. Recently he stated that later in April he was 
surprised to see a pair of Buzzards—which are still in the 
vicinity—in the valley. In his opinion the appearance of 
the Buzzards and the disappearance of the young Ravens 
was no coincidence. He stated further that since he came to 
the district in 1922 the Raven has nested three times in the 
valley and reared young successfully on each occasion— 
in 1925, 1927 and 1931. 

Apparently, then, the Raven may still be numbered among 
the birds resident in the county. 

Several other statements regarding the distribution of 
certain species calls for modification, particularly when the 
breeding status of the bird is in question. 

The author says of the Bullfinch (Pyrrhula p. nesa)—" rare 
in Midlothian and seldom comes under observation ", and he 
brings forward no positive evidence of breeding. I have 
frequently observed the Bullfinch and have found it breeding 
on two occasions; once at Mortonhall on May 27th, 1932, 
when the hen was flushed from a c/5, and once at Penicuik 
on September 7th, 1932, when it was seen feeding young. 

June, 1877, is the most recent record of the Blackcap (Sylvia 
a. atricapilla) quoted. I found the nest (both birds present) 
with young and two addled eggs in June, 1928, near 
Dalkeith. 
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The most recent breeding record of the Barn Owls (Tyto a. 
alba) is given as 1898. The bird has been resident at Dud-
dingston for at least seven years, and this July I flushed the 
bird from its nesting hole which contained one nestling. 

The Roseate Tern (Sterna dougallii) is not mentioned in the 
book. On June 15th, 1934, Messrs. Hamilton and Bryson 
being with me, we identified this bird with certainty amongst 
a large breeding colony of Common and Sandwich Terns on 
an island in the Firth of Forth off the Midlothian shore. 
Though we were not able to watch the bird to the nest, its 
presence at that date was presumptive evidence of breeding. 

The only mention of the Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) is in 
the list of birds observed at the mouth of the River Esk. 
The Kittiwake breeds in Midlothian. I first found them 
breeding on June 13th, 1931, when there were three pairs of 
birds at their nests, which were built on a narrow ledge of 
the breakwater at Granton Harbour, Edinburgh. 

The Kittiwake may quite possibly have bred there previous 
to 1931. 

These notes are personal records only, and I feel sure that 
ornithologists who know Midlothian can add to them. 

W. SERLE, JNR. 

LARGE MOVEMENT OF JAYS IN HAMPSHIRE. 
MAJOR M. PORTAL, who gave details in our last issue (antea, 
pp. 174-5) 0 I a l a rg e movement of Jays in Hampshire, has 
sent me additional notes of flocks of 27 on October 4th and 
23 on October 5th at Alton, flying over towards S.W. Flocks 
have also been observed near Salisbury, and " Observer ", 
in The Field (November 9th, 1935, p. 1081), counted 145 
Jays crossing high up from one covert to another on October 
5th, in south Wiltshire, where a large influx had been observed 
a few days before. Dr. T. Longstaff informs me* that a large 
influx, beginning in the middle of October, was also noted near 
Ringwood. These records, with those already published, 
appear to cover the area over which large numbers of Jays 
have been noted and the limits centred round Southampton 
and Portsmouth seem to be approximately Petersfield, Alton, 
Andover, Salisbury, south Wiltshire and Ringwood. Mr. 
G. Brown observed twenty or more in woods usually holding 
one or two, near Newbury, on November 9th, and these 
may have been derived from the influx. Other correspondents 
have noted Jays in rather unusual (but not large) numbers, 
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in places where they are usually scarce, but these movements 
seem to have been quite local and some were, no doubt, small 
concentrations due to a very " patchy " distribution of the 
acorn crop. 

So far as ascertained there have been no unusual numbers 
of Jays in Norfolk or Kent. 

Sporadic incursions of Jays have been noted at various times 
in a number of counties. A large incursion similar to the 
present one was recorded in the New Forest area in October, 
1902, and this appears to have extended to Dorset and possibly 
Sussex. In the east-coast counties large influxes have been 
noted in various years and some of these have been definitely 
ascribed to migrants from the Continent, as in Kent and 
Suffolk in September and October, 1910, and Norfolk in 1918. 
A very large movement occurred over Heligoland on October 
6th, 7th and 8th, 1882, and flocks were noted from Yorkshire 
to Kent, but for the most part these influxes of Jays appear to 
have been confined to comparatively small areas, and it seems 
likely were due to a single flock stringing out or a few flocks 
following each other and then spreading out to a limited 
extent. 

The origin of the present influx into the middle of our south 
coast can only be surmised. The direction of the flight of 
flocks observed may indicate merely movements from wood 
to wood after arrival, nor does the earliest date recorded 
(September 30th or October 1st, Petersfield) seem to give a 
clue. 

Major Portal has very kindly caused a number of Jays to 
be sent by various owners and keepers in the area to me and 
also to the Natural History Museum. I have to thank the 
authorities of the Museum for having allowed me to examine 
the considerable series of skins preserved there in conjunction 
with those I skinned. This series is certainly puzzling as 
most of the'birds have not the very definite distinctions of 
the Scandinavian typical bird as compared with the British 
Jay. There is a small proportion which seems certainly to 
be British, but this mixture would be likely as the birds were 
shot after the flocks had settled down for a time in various 
coverts. Most are, however, I consider, paler and greyer 
than British birds, but many of them are not so grey as 
northern ones. It has been remarked that the Jay in Holland 
is somewhat intermediate and if these Jays came from 
northern France (whence specimens for comparison are 
scarce) we might expect to find still greater intergradation. 
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Dr. P. R. Lowe has also remarked on the incursion and his 
views on the subject, expressed at the November meeting of 
the British Ornithologists' Club, should be consulted. 

H. F. WITHERBY. 

FEEDING HABIT OF JAYS. 
THE recent gale which brought down bushels of acorns from 
the oak trees at Sway, Hampshire, was a godsend to the 
Jays [Garrulus g. rufitergum) which assembled to feed on the 
windfalls. Their procedure was to swallow one acorn and 
another, then with a third in its beak each bird flew off to 
regurgitate and break them up in a more private place. This 
must have been done quickly as they soon returned for more. 
A number of times the Jays were seen to swallow three acorns 
before retiring carrying a fourth, on each occasion the crop 
being excessively distended, causing the feathers to bristle 
out. At times, when an acorn was very large, the bird had 
great difficulty in swallowing it and flew with the beak 
fixed widely open unable to carry off another. When the 
birds returned, often they would sail down with wings out
spread, the primary tips upturned, and drop on to the back 
of another, knocking him roughly aside to take his acorn, 
though there were far more than enough for all—a hawk-like 
action as though " pouncing ". GEORGE MARPLES. 

IMMIGRATION OF CROSSBILLS. 
W E have received the following further notes, and readers 
are referred for previous information to pp. 112-113, 148-149, 
175-176. 

ORKNEY.—At Finstown, eight on July 3rd, parties of four, eleven, 
and fifteen on 4th, and following tha t odd birds almost daily for a 
month, the last on August 9th. Many reports from various parts of 
Orkney, but numbers not so great as have been usual in former immi
grations (A. Woods). 

YORKSHIRE.—Six or eight a t Thornton-le-Dale on September 10th 
<M. S. van Oostveen). 

NORTHANTS.—Numbers a t Aynho, near Banbury, on July 21st, 
and eight or ten, same date, a t Burton Dassett in Warwickshire 
{W. B. Alexander). 

SUFFOLK.—Seven seen by Mr. and Mrs. S. H. G. Barnett in the first 
week of July, near Walberswick (H. Tetley). 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE.—Twelve over Stanway Hill, July 24th (W. B. 
Alexander). 

SOMERSET.—Fifteen to fifty have been seen since mid-October 
by Mr. G. E. Clothier a t Long Ashton, near Bristol (H. Tetley). 

OXFORDSHIRE.—At least fifteen seen by keeper in Cornbury Park 
first week July (W. D. Campbell). Some near Ewelme, October 13th, 
and six near Swyncombe, 21st (W. B. Alexander). 
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BERKSHIRE.—Numerous reports of their presence in July and 
August in Bagley Wood, Tubney Wood and plantations about Dry 
Sandford and Frilford (W. B. Alexander). Twelve in Windsor Great 
Park, October 20th, feeding on small cones of eastern hemlock (Tsuga 
canadensis), odd birds in other parts of park (E. L. King). 

HAMPSHIRE.—Heard flying over Strathfield Saye Common, where 
many worked cones, July 28th (W. B. Alexander). 

SUSSEX.—About twenty, July 6th, seven on 7th, nine on 9th, a t 
Crowborough (M. F. B. Bell). Many parties in Bayham Woods, 
Frant, September and October (R. Ware). 

KENT.—Eight to twelve, beginning November, a t Matfield (G. H. 
Brown). 

TWO BLUE TITS BUILDING IN BEEHIVE. 
AN unusual case of nesting of the Blue Tit (Parus c. obscurus) 
was reported to me by a friend this year. On opening a 
beehive to put a new frame of sections into it, he was surprised 
to find two Blue Tits' nests, both containing young, in the 
space between the felt cover and the roof. The birds went in 
and out through the small ventilation hole in the front of the 
roof. The hive measured fifteen inches by seventeen inches. 
One nest was about half-way along one side of the hive, and 
the other in the left-hand corner, away from the entrance 
hole. There was a full and healthy swarm of bees in the hive, 
but the sheet of felt over the top sections prevented them get
ting into the space where the birds were nesting. 

My friend tells me that Blue Tits will alight on the board in 
front of a hive and peck it till a bee comes out, when they 
instantly pounce on the insect and eat i t ; but he says this is 
only done by the birds in hard weather. E. ARNOLD WALLIS. 

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKERS IN SHETLAND. 
THE incursion of Great Spotted Woodpeckers (Dryobates 
major major (?)) into the Shetland Islands this autumn, as 
reported (antea, pp. 173-4), appears to have been notable. 
A correspondent informs me that these birds were scattered 
all over Yell during August, but only a pair or two in each place. 
The Woodpeckers were observed to be finding their food on 
larch fencing-posts, picking off the bark, presumably in search 
of insects underneath. My informant observed one hanging 
on to a clothes-pole at his house at Mid Yell on October 5th. 
The invasion of 1935 would seem to have been comparable 
with that which Saxby (The Birds of Shetland, p. 138) describes 
as having occurred in September, 1861. The author's account 
of the habits of these birds during their sojourn in the Islands 
makes very good reading. Saxby states that nothing more 
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was seen of the species until September 26th, 1869, when 
another flock arrived. On both occasions the incursions 
occurred with steady south-east winds, and the longer the 
birds remained the more the claws and tails became worn. 

WILLIAM E. GLEGG. 

SPOONBILL IN ISLE OF MAN. 
ON November 1st, 1935, there was a Spoonbill (Platalea 
leucorodia) near Langness. It was evidently very tired but 
flew when I approached. It had no crest and no buffish 
tinge on the neck so far as I could see. H. W. MADOC. 

BEWICK'S SWAN IN MIDDLESEX. 
WHEN at Staines on October 27th, 1935, I had an excellent 
view, through a telescope and at a short range, of a young 
Bewick's Swan (Cygnus b. bewickii). The bird, which 
showed no fear of my presence, stood for a long time on the 
concrete bank of the reservoir close to the water. It was 
smaller than a Mute Swan or Whooper. It frequently gave 
a resonant and somewhat metallic cry, similar to that uttered 
occasionally by the young Bewick's Swan, which was caught 
in Surrey and taken to the Zoological Gardens, Regent's 
Park, on December 18th, 1933 (antea, Vol. XXVII., p. 262). 

In general appearance the Staines' bird was very like the 
Surrey specimen at the date of its capture, when the latter 
was, presumably, the older bird by about two months. The 
bills of the two swans, however, presented a marked contrast, 
which may have been due to difference in age. The bill of the 
Staines* bird was not " flesh-colour ", but dark with a pinkish 
tinge most pronounced round the nostrils and near the edges 
of the upper mandible ; while the area which in the adult is 
yellow was dark grey, not " of a dull whitish colour ". 

Mr. F. R. Finch and Mr. W. E. Glegg also saw the bird, and 
examined it carefully through telescopes. They authorize 
me to say that they concur in my identification. 

There is no previous record of an occurrence of Bewick's 
Swan in Middlesex. A. HOLTE MACPHERSON. 

EXHAUSTED LEACH'S PETREL REVIVED WITH 
COD-LIVER OIL. 

WITH reference to the note about the Storm-Petrel revived 
with olive oil (antea, p. 180), it may be of interest to record 
that I was given a Leach's Fork-tailed Petrel (Oceanodroma I. 
leucorrhoa) which had been found exhausted, but uninjured, 
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on Woodford aerodrome, near Stockport, Cheshire, on October 
19th, 1935, after the gale. I took it home and forcibly fed 
it through a dropper with cod-liver oil, which it seemed to 
appreciate ; by the evening it was able to fly round the room, 
but rather weakly. Unfortunately it escaped in the garden 
the next day at Wilmslow, still very weak in its flight, thus 
frustrating my intention of releasing it in a more suitable 
place. EDWIN COHEN. 

STOCK-DOVES ALIGHTING ON WATER. 
ON October 12th, 1935, I was with my uncle, Mr. F. R. 
Hoare, at the Great Water at Gunton, Norfolk, when to our 
surprise we saw two Stock-Doves (Columba cenas) flying low 
over the lake, come right down, and one actually sat on the 
water for a second or two and then rose off it again. While 
we were still looking through our glasses two more Stock-
Doves did precisely the same, and rose off the water with a 
distinct splash. M. BARCLAY. 

AMERICAN PECTORAL SANDPIPER IN DORSET. 
ON September 22nd, 1935, I was able to watch an American 
Pectoral Sandpiper (Calidris melanotos) in Poole Harbour, 
It was feeding on the swampy salt-marsh between the mouths 
of the rivers Wareham and Frome, known as Swineham 
Point. 

The following is a summary of the most important field-
characters noted; most of these observations were made 
at a distance of only a few yards through 6x binoculars ;— 

Size.—Same as, or slightly larger, than a Dunlin—no 
direct comparison available. 

Legs.—Yellow, but of a rather dull hue. This was what 
first aroused my interest in the bird, and I made absolutely 
certain of it. 

Bill.—Dark or black, slightly, but quite distinctly, decurved. 
Plumage.—Heavy dark streaks on breast contrasting with 

white abdomen. Crown rather dark, tinged reddish. Back 
and mantle fairly dark, the majority of the feathers with 
black centres and edged buffy or whitish. Eyestripe not 
particularly pronounced. 

In flight there was no very distinct wing-bar ; there were, 
however, some ill-defined lightish patches on the wing. 
The most noticeable flight-character was a dark line down the 
rump, upper tail-coverts and tail, bordered by a pale or white 
patch on either side. The length of the central tail-feathers was 
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not noticed, as I had no idea at the time what bird I was looking 
at and did not know what special characters to look for. 

Note.—In flight it uttered', at short intervals, a call which 
I found very hard to put on paper. Totally inadequately, as 
I was aware at the time, I wrote it as " tch-wee ". 

Habits.—Rather Snipe-like in some ways. It would 
creep behind tufts of rushes in a stealthy manner to try and 
escape observation, and I strongly suspect it actually crouched 
and hid, after running a short distance, for on one occasion, 
though I marked it down to an exact spot only twenty yards 
from me, it was over five minutes before I saw it again. In 
spite of this rather Snipe-like secretiveness it was reluctant to 
take wing and allowed of approach to within four or five 
yards, sometimes continuing to feed unconcernedly. Once 
it stopped feeding to bathe in a pool of muddy salt water. 

Next day the Rev. F. C. R. Jourdain and I searched in 
vain for it in the same place. 

This is the first recorded occurrence in Dorset. The great 
gale of September i6th-i7th was probably the reason for its 
appearance. K. B. ROOKE. 

AMERICAN PECTORAL SANDPIPER IN IRELAND. 
A SPECIMEN of the American Pectoral Sandpiper (Calidris 
melanotos) was shot on September 23rd, 1935, by Mr. G. 
Fausset, while snipe shooting near Ballina, co. Mayo. Mr. 
W. J. Williams, to whom the specimen was sent for preserva
tion, and who has previously handled specimens of this species, 
had no difficulty in identifying it from the streaked markings 
extending from the chin to the middle of the breast contrasting 
abruptly with the white plumage below ; and from the absence 
of white on the rump. The tail formula was also found to 
agree with that in the Practical Handbook. The skin was seen 
by me in fresh condition. This is the fifth recorded occurrence 
of the species in Ireland and the third from the district 
mentioned. G. R. HUMPHREYS. 

YELLOWSHANK OBSERVED IN ISLE OF MAN. 
ON October 27th, 1935, I was at a pool near Langness on the 
south coast of the Isle of Man, and it was then, and had been, 
blowing a gale from the W.S.W. I was accompanied by two 
good observers and we all had binoculars. Not .ten yards 
from us, on the edge of the pool, was a bird which I made out 
to be a Yellowshank (Tringa flavifes). The range was so 
short that we could see the details very well, and the bird 
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rose and subsequently settled near some Common Redshanks, 
which made comparison with them easy. The bill was all 
dark, hardly as long as that of the Redshank and very slightly 
bent upwards. The legs were yellow and had a golden appear
ance unlike the yellowish legs of an immature Redshank. 
The bird was also .longer in the leg and stood roughly half an 
inch higher than the Redshanks. The upper-parts were 
generally of a grey-brown with here and there a white tick 
mark. The upper-breast was slightly streaked with brown 
and so was the rump. I may add that the breast was not so 
streaked in this specimen as the Yellowshank I saw at Cam
bridge on April 13th, 1934. In flight the bird showed no 
white in the wing which appeared all grey, nor did one notice 
white on the rump, so that it had a very different appearance 
from the Redshank when in flight, and also on coming down 
when it raised its wings. The under-wing had a suggestion 
of brown, not so white as a Redshank. I also noticed that 
in flight the legs showed beyond the tail, which is not so with 
the Redshank. The bird's movements were graceful, not so 
jerky as in a Redshank, and it had a slender appearance. 

H. W. MADOC. 

BLACK-HEADED GULLS FEEDING ON BEETLES. 
I OBSERVED a small party of Black-headed Gulls (Larus r. 
ridibundus) feeding on a small beetle, which was flying in 
the air along the side of the Pen Ponds, Richmond Park, 
Surrey, on October 7th, 1935. As the result of continued 
acrobatic efforts, which must have appeared somewhat 
ludicrous to the onlooker, I managed to catch three of the 
insects in my hand. I submitted these specimens to Mr. 
W. R. Sherrin, who identifies them as Aphodius contaminates. 
The weather was particularly fine, brilliant sunshine and a 
cloudless sky accompanying a relatively high temperature, 
and probably accounted for the presence of the beetle in 
large numbers. WILLIAM E. GLEGG. 

LAND-RAIL LAYING TWICE IN 
TWENTY-FOUR HOURS. 

WITH regard to Mr. C. J. Carroll's note under the above 
heading (antea, p. 152), I find I have a similar record. 

On May 22nd, 1909, I found a Land-Rail's nest, with one 
egg, at Loughmore, Limerick. I visited the nest every 
day at 4 o'clock p.m. until the full clutch was laid. Here 
are my notes :— 
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May 23rd, two eggs—24th; four eggs—25th, five eggs—26th, 
seven eggs—27th, eight eggs—28th, nine eggs—29th ten eggs. 

Thus, twice during the period, the bird laid two eggs in 
twenty-four hours. P. G. KENNEDY. 

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY.— 
Naturalists are greatly indebted to Country Life for organizing 
this splendid exhibition and to the Trustees and officials of 
the Natural History Museum, who have not only helped in 
preparing it but granted the use of the Whale Hall for the 
exhibition. 

Besides many wonderful photographs of mammals, some 
nine hundred of birds are exhibited, the majority being fine 
enlargements. Europe, America, Africa, India, Australia, 
New Zealand and Japan are represented, but about two-
thirds of the total are of European birds and of these three-
quarters are by British photographers. 

The general standard of the photographs is very high and 
to particularize would be impossible without naming a large 
number. Apart from the high quality of the photographs 
themselves a general view of the subjects and the value of the 
photographs to the ornithologist gives one several impressions. 
The first is that the very large majority is confined to the bird 
at its nest and its immediate site. There are numerous 
interesting and remarkable photographs of this type, but 
photographs giving a general idea of habitat are few and far 
between, while those portraying birds in any of their many 
activities other than nesting arrest the attention by their 
rarity. Except for a few of the larger birds in flight and one 
or two notable exceptions of other actions, British photo
graphers especially seem lacking in enterprise in this direction. 
In comparing the pioneer photographs of birds of some thirty-
five years ago with those of to-day one cannot but be dis
appointed that, apart from a better technique and a greater 
variety of species portrayed, so little advance has been made 
in showing by " st i l l" photographs any of the numerous 
phases of bird-life of which it would be so valuable to have 
photographic records. It is to be hoped that by the time 
another such exhibition is held an advance in this direction, 
admittedly difficult, will be manifest. 

An illustrated souvenir of the exhibition with a fine selection 
of the photographs beautifully reproduced has been published 
by Country Life at the moderate price of five shillings. 
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