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REVIEW. 

A Vertebrate Fauna of Forth. By Leonora Jeffrey Rintoul and Evelyn 
V. Baxter, (Oliver & Boyd). Plates and Map. 25s, net. 

IN 1887, Harvie-Brown arid Buckley, in A Vertebrate Fauna of Suther
land, etc., began a series of Scottish faunistic works divided into areas 
separated by natural water-sheds and water-ways as planned by Dr. 
Buchanan-White. The authors stated that these were " perhaps 
more consistent in their peculiarities from a floral than from a faunal 
point of view " and it has long been evident that so far as the avi-fauna 
is concerned these so-called faunal areas have little or no meaning, and 
are extremely unpractical and inconvenient. This is especially so in 
areas such as the Forth, which includes all the land draining into the 
Firth and river of that name, and thus cuts in half such counties as 
Fife, takes in parts of many other counties and extends far into the 
mountains of south Perth. In this area almost every type of ground 
from sea to mountain is included, and thus all sorts of birds from 
Gannets and Petrels to Golden Eagles and Ptarmigan. The area has 
no more claim to be a natural one from the point of view of the avi
fauna than has a political area such as a county, and it has the great 
disadvantage from a practical point of view of its limits being unknown 
without a special map. The faunas relating to the adjoining areas 
north and south of Forth were published so many years ago (" Tay " 
1906, " Tweed " 1911) that it would have been far more useful had this 
volume on the Forth included the whole of each county involved. 
If, then, under each species of local distribution its status had been 
set out separately for each county, we should have had a work ideal 
for easy reference and our knowledge would have been brought up to 
date of the birds in those portions of the counties now meticulously cut 
•off by a sinuous line following the slopes of the hills and stopping at 
points of the coast. 

Except that the authoresses of this volume have adhered strictly to 
what we can only regard as a shibboleth we have nothing but praise for 
their work. The accounts of the birds are very carefully done. The 
history of each species is adequately set out, and valuable comparisons 
of its past and present status are often made and sound judgment is 
shown in dealing with uncertain records (always one of the most difficult 
tasks in such a work), and there is besides and above all this evidence 
of a vast amount of first-hand work in the field by the writers them
selves. This last-mentioned important feature refers not only to ex
ploration of the area for the purpose of defining the status of certain 
species, but to much observation (detailed under many species) of 
migration, especially on the coast of Fife and at the Isle of May, where 
the authoresses did such good work for so many years. 

"We can draw attention here to only a very few of the special items 
which we have noted. There are interesting accounts of migrating 
Carrion-Crows on which little certain evidence has hitherto been 
published, the histories of the increase and extension of range of 
such birds as the Starling, Hawfinch, Great Spotted Woodpecker and 
some of the ducks are worthy of special attention. Some of the 
records of rarities appear to be additional to those previously published ; 
the Marsh-Tit is considered to be absent from the area and although we 
were the first to point out, many years ago, that we knew of no specimen 
of a Marsh-Tit obtained in Scotland, we should have liked definite 
evidence that the black-capped tits in Forth are indeed Willow-Tits. 

The Cormorant, while present at all times of the year, is not now known 
to breed within the area; it is a pity that Mr. John Bain's careful count 
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in 1929 of the Gaanets' nests on the Bass is not given; the date of 
the Loch Katrine Great White Heron was, we believe, 1881, and not 
1887; a few records of the breeding of the Roseate Tem in the area 
are given, and to these can be added the two nests recorded by Mr. 
Reeve in these pages (Vol. XXII I . , p . 102), as found on the " east 
coast " in 1927. 

The volume is very nicely produced and is embellished with some 
fine and appropriate photographs and a map. I t is altogether a most 
excellent and thorough piece of work and will prove especially valuable 
to all who study closely the distribution of birds in the British Islands. 
—H.F.W. 
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