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CONTINENTAL JAY IN ESSEX. 

IN view of the recent notes concerning the influx of Jays into 
Hampshire during the autumn of 1935, it may be of interest 
to report that in the Layer Marney district—between Col
chester and Maldon, Essex—they have been unusually 
scarce this winter (October, 1935, to January, 1936). In a 
one-hundred-and-thirty-acre wood the winter population was 
estimated as being one-fifth of the normal. 

Throughout September and October there is, each year, a 
certain amount of " movement " amongst the Jay population 
in this part of Essex, and birds may at times be seen passing 
oyer far out of gun-shot on their way to neighbouring wood
lands. At no time, however, have I observed any great 
increases in numbers, such as have been witnessed recently 
in Hampshire. 

All the Jays killed here have been carefully examined with 
a view to finding the Continental form, Garrulus g. glandarius, 
but so far only one has been discovered (1934) (antea, 
Vol. XXVIII., p. 276). One shot, however, at Colne Engaine, 
Essex, in December, 1935, was picked out as being of this 
form, and Mr. N. B. Kinnear has kindly confirmed the 
identification. JAMES W. CAMPBELL. 

NOTES FROM HAMPSHIRE AND DORSET. 
THE following records were obtained in 1935 and the early 
part of 1936 by K. D. Smith, sometimes in company with 
K. B. Rooke. The majority refer to the coast, at Keyhaven 
and Beaulieu, Hants, and Wareham, Dorset; where any other 
locality is mentioned, the county is given. 

MARSH-WARBLER (Acrocephalus palustris).—K. D. S. 
watched one singing, at close quarters, at Keyhaven on May 
19th, 1935, an early date. This species is rare in Hants. 

RUFF (Philomachus pugnax).—-One at Beaulieu, January 
26th, 1936, on the same day as a Black-tailed Godwit and 
Greenshank (K.D.S.). 

TEMMINCK'S STINT (Calidris temminckii}.—On May 12th, 
1935, K.D.S. flushed a party of four Temminck's Stints from 
a muddy, disused salt-pan on Keyhaven Marsh. They were 
extremely tame, and for at least an hour he was able to watch 
them at a range of only a few yards. When flushed, they 
would tower high into the air before flying in a definite 
direction. Although they flew together, their flight was not 
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well-ordered, as it is with most small waders, and on descend
ing they would often separate and shoot headlong to earth, 
to rejoin again when this was reached. Their call could only 
be described as a succession of rippling notes, quite unlike 
that of the Little Stint, and it was usually uttered as they rose 
from the ground. They seemed definitely to prefer marshy 
pools to the tide-line. 

When at rest their resemblance to minute Common Sand
pipers (Tringa hypoleucos) was most striking, particularly 
with regard to the under parts. In flight the broad white 
sides of the tail contrasted well with the dark centre, and the 
habit, on landing, of expanding the tail, showed to advantage 
the pure white outer feathers. Their legs were tinged with 
brownish-yellow. 

On May 25th, K.D.S. again watched a Temminck's Stint 
in the same place, and was able to confirm his former notes. 

ICELAND REDSHANK (Tringa totanus robusta).—A Redshank 
picked up dead near some telegraph wires at Beaulieu, on 
January 12th, 1936, appeared to us to belong to this race. It 
was sent to Mr. H. F. Witherby, who considers it too large for a 
Common Redshank, and within the range of the Iceland race. 
It was an adult female, with the following measurements: 
wing 164, tarsus 48, and bill 44.5 mm. This race has not 
previously been identified in Hampshire. 

SPOTTED REDSHANK (Tringa erythropus).-—One at Key-
haven, April 22nd, 1935 (antea, p. 30). On July 13th, 
K.D.S. saw two adults in full summer plumage at Beaulieu, 
an early date for an Arctic nester on return passage. On July 
21st, one seen in the same place was apparently in full moult; 
on the 27th two were present, changing into autumn plumage. 
These birds were still there on July 31st (K.D.S. and K.B.R.), 
and K.D.S. saw another there on September 15th. On 
January 25th, 1936, K.D.S. heard one calling repeatedly 
on Holton Heath Marshes, Poole Harbour, Dorset. Bad 
weather conditions and light made it impossible to see this 
bird, but there was absolutely no doubt about its distinctive 
call. This is the first record of one in winter in Dorset. 

GREENSHANK (Tringa nebularia).—A wintering bird was 
seen at Beaulieu on December 15th. Often seen on sub
sequent visits during December, 1935, January and February, 
1936. Two seen on December 22nd, 1935, and February 2nd, 
1936. On January 19th, 1936, K.D.S. saw three on the 
Newtown Marshes, Isle of Wight. 

GREY PHALAROPE (Phalaropm fulicarius). Two were seen 
in Christchurch Harbour, December 29th, 1935, and reliably 
reported to the Revd. F. C. R. Jourdain. Rare in winter. 
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BLACK-TAILED GODWIT (Limosa I. Umosa).—There have been 
references recently to an increase in the visits of this species, 
and to show that what was once considered a rarity was a 
fairly common migrant in this district in 1935, the records for 
the year are given in full. 

First noted in spring at Keyhaven on May 12th. Two at 
Wareham, May 18th, four on the 24th; one, Keyhaven, 
May 25th and June 2nd ; eight at Wareham on June 20th. 
Six at Beaulieu on July 13th and 14th, and three (in moult) 
■on the 21st; ten there on July 27th. Twenty-two at Ware
ham, July 29th; one on the 30th; eight at Beaulieu, July 31st, 
Eight at Wareham on August 16th, one at Beaulieu on the 
18th; on the 20th, at Wareham, there were thirty or more, on 
the 24th between seventy and a hundred, and twenty-seven 
there on the 31st, One at Keyhaven, September 15th ; about 
forty at Wareham on the 29th, and one on October 12th. 

In addition to the above, K.D.S. saw one at Beaulieu 
on January 26th, 1936. K. D. SMITH. 

K. B. ROOKE. 
ROLLER IN YORKSHIRE. 

MR. E. SCOTT, gamekeeper, at Grinkle Park, Yorkshire, 
thought he heard a Jay calling in " Starvation Wood ", on 
June n t h , 1931; when he got to the tree a bird flew out, 
which he shot. Soon afterwards he told me he had shot a 
Roller, but I was not able to see the bird until quite recently. 
I find he has it well set up in a case, and it is undoubtedly 
a fine specimen of the Roller (Coracias g. garrulus). I think 
this occurrence is worth putting on record. W. S. MEDLICOTT, 

[Eighteen occurrences are given in Nelson's Birds of 
Yorkshire (1907), the last being in 1901. Several were in 
July and two in June.—EDS.] 

THE COURTING HABITS OF THE KINGFISHER. 
IN my article on the habits of the Kingfisher (Alcedo a, ispida) 
in British Birds, XXVIII., pp. 295-301, I was able to give 
only a very short summary of the courting habits of this 
species, and I propose now to describe these more fully. 

After a fairly mild winter Kingfishers may be seen chasing 
each other through the woods and bushes bordering the 
stream quite early in the year; sometimes as early as 
February, but usually towards the end of March and the 
beginning of April. Late-nesting birds may, however, be 
seen courting at a much later date. The nuptial display 
is nearly always carried on in the immediate vicinity of the 
nesting bank, though on rare occasions I have seen it nearly 
half a mile from the nesting site. 
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Usually only a pair, but sometimes five, six or even seven 
birds, are to be seen chasing each other at the one time with 
the utmost vehemence—most of the birds uttering the ringing 
call note of " Chi-kee ", while quite often the song-like notes 
of " Trip " and " Treep " are uttered by a stationary King
fisher. 

The courting birds often fly to a considerable height and 
frequently perch in the loftiest of trees. An offering of a 
small minnow or stickleback, or similar delicacy, by the cock 
to the hen has only been noticed by me on one or two occa
sions. The fish is offered to the hen with outstretched neck 
and lowered wings, the hen in turn seizes the fish and swallows 
it with little or no ceremony, both birds all the while giving 
vent to an undercurrent of nervous call notes. 

Since writing the aforementioned article I have had the 
opportunity of seeing " bill-fencing ", but whether or not this 
is connected with courtship only further and more extensive 
investigation can decide. PHILIP A. CLANCEY. 

NUMBERS OF VELVET-SCOTER ON SUSSEX-KENT 
COAST. 

THERE has evidently been a great increase of Velvet-Scoters 
(Oidemia f. fusca) within recent years, in Rye Bay, where 
they are now of regular occurrence in considerable numbers. 
For some years past I have noticed flocks there, but it was not 
until last winter that I attempted to get any idea of their 
numerical strength. On November 30th, 1934, there were 
about 2,000 Scoters on the sea off the Midrips, and roughly 
75 per cent, of the birds that flew or flapped their wings 
proved to be Velvets. On February 17th, 1935, I estimated 
there were about 6,000 Scoters along three miles of the 
Camber-Midrips coast, and all that I saw flying or flapping 
their wings were counted. Of the 242 birds identified in this 
way, 105 (43 per cent.) were Velvet, and 137 (57 per cent.) 
were Common Scoters {Oidemia n. nigra). On April 21st, 
x935' 7 were Velvet- and 35'Common. On November 3rd, 
x935. 4 were Velvet- and 101 Common. On January 25th, 
1936, along the same stretch of coast, there were about 1,500 
Scoters ; 80 were identified, and of these 38 (47.5 per cent.) 
were Velvet- and 42 (52.5 per cent.) were Common. 

Some notes which Mr. H. G. Alexander has kindly sent me are 
very interesting as showing the status of the bird here ten to 
twenty years ago. In March, 1914, and again in October and 
November of the same year, he saw scores of Common Scoters 
but only a few Velvet-Scoters, and on some days none. In 
January, 1915, there was a great oil "wreck" of Scoters, 
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and Velvets formed about 10 per cent, or 15 per cent, of the 
birds affected. The following year, on January 19th, he 
estimated that 5,000 Scoters, of which one in ten were Velvet-, 
went south-west past Dungeness point. On January 7th, 
1917, there was a fair number of both species passing the 
point, and Velvet- probably exceeded the Common. This, 
however, is the only one of his older records in which the 
Velvet-Scoter is given as anything like so numerous as the 
Common. P. A. D. HOLLOM. 

RED-NECKED GREBE IN KENT. 
ON January 16th, 1936, I found, on the beach at Greatstone, 
Kent, the rather decomposed body of a Red-necked Grebe 
(Podiceps g. griseigena), and as the species is rarely recorded 
in the county this may be worth noting. R. S. PITCHER. 

SHAG IN FRESH WATER INFESTED WITH PARASITES. 
THE occurrence of a Shag {Phalacrocorax a. aristotelis) in 
fresh waters seems to be sufficiently uncommon to warrant 
attention, more especially when there is evidence that the 
bird was actually living and feeding there. On February 
2nd, 1936, one of these birds was picked up on the foreshore 
of the River Thames, at Fulham, in a moribund and bedraggled 
condition. Its plumage was soaked with fuel oil, of which 
quantities had been noticed on the river during the preceding 
two days, and despite attempts to clean it the bird died. The 
alimentary canal contained no food, but among various other 
parasites there was a large mass of tapeworms in the intestine, 
consisting principally of Ligula intestinalis, but with two 
specimens of Schistocephalus solidus. Both these worms have, 
as normal intermediate hosts, freshwater fishes, and the 
inference accordingly must be that the bird was feeding in 
the river. The fact that some of the Ligula were showing 
signs of sexual maturity, whilst others were quite immature, 
indicates that this type of food had been taken for at least 
a day or two. Dr. Baylis, to whom I am indebted for the 
identification of the worms, has already pointed out that 
worms derived from freshwater fish can induce fatal results 
in birds which normally subsist entirely on marine fish 
(British Birds, XXVIII., p. 189 (1934). It is by no means 
impossible that these parasites, for which the Shag would not 
be expected to have a tolerance, may have been the principal 
cause of death, though undoubtedly the fuel oil was a 
contributory factor. H. W. PARKER. 

REDSHANK DISPLAYING IN DECEMBER. 
ON December 13th, 1935, a Redshank (Tringa totanus) was 
seen persistently courting and displaying before another 
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bird at Kendal, Westmorland. All the usual display was 
noted, and watched for about half an hour. 

Persistent chase on the part of the male caused the birds 
to be out of sight at times ; no actual mating was observed. 

MARIANNE MONRO. 
[Attention may here be drawn to a recent description 

{Naturalist, 1935, pp. 241-243) of the nuptial display of the 
Redshank by S. Smith and G. R. Edwards, illustrated with 
sketches taken from a film by Mr. Edwards.—EDS.] 

SPOTTED REDSHANKS IN KENT IN DECEMBER. 
AT Grain, on the Thames Estuary, with Mr. J. E. Roberts, 
I observed four Spotted Redshanks (Tringa erythropus) 
on December 15th, 1935. When first seen they were feeding 
with about twenty Common Redshanks (T. t. totanus), 
their greater height being distinctly noticeable when both 
species were together on firm ground. On close approach 
the Common Redshanks flew off together, while the four 
Spotted Redshanks waited a few seconds before flying in 
the opposite direction. In flight there was no sign of the 
white border on the wing which is so conspicuous on Common 
Redshanks. In general plumage they were but little darker 
than the Common Redshanks, though the under-parts may 
have been duskier. RICHARD C. HOMES. 

SCARCE BIRDS AT THE ISLE OF MAY.—The Midlothian 
Ornithological Club, in an account (Scot. Nat., 1935, 
pp. 125-134) of the working of their large migration trap, 
and observations made, on the Isle of May from March 30th 
to June 2nd, 1935, note the unusual birds mentioned below. 

The Club is very anxious to ensure a sequence of observers 
during both the spring and autumn migration periods this year, 
and we have been asked to state that any observer who is 
inclined to visit the island for this purpose should write to the 
Honorary Secretary, Mr. Frank Elder, at 41, Fountainhall 
Road, Edinburgh, for particulars. 

ORTOLAN BUNTING (Emberiza hortulana).—One on May 30th and 31st. 
RED-BACKED SHRIKE (Lanius c. collurio).—One May 24th to 26th, 

and one May 30th. 
NORTHERN WILLOW-WARBLER (Phylloscopus t. eversmanni).—One on 

May 4th. 
BLACK REDSTART (Phwnicurus o. gibraltariensis).—One or two on 

seven occasions between April 8th and 22nd. 
HOODED CROWS IN SURREY.—Mr. H. E. Pounds informs 

us that he observed two Hooded Crows (Coruus c. comix) 
in the north-east Surrey hills, in the Farleigh district, on 
October 24th and 31st, 1925, and on October 20th, 1927. 
The bird is a scarce visitor to Surrey. 
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WAXWINGS IN HAMPSHIRE, NORTHUMBERLAND AND 
DURHAM.—The Rev. F. C. R. Jourdain saw a Waxwing 
(Bombycilla garrulus) at Winkton, near Christchurch, on 
February 9th, 1936. 

The following are recorded in The Vasculum (1936, 
pp. 36-7) : Northumberland—two near Berwick, November 
5th, and one November 21st, 1935 ; four near Rowlands 
Gill, November 13th, increased to nine on 16th, only one on 
19th ; two at Stocksfield, November 24th, five on 25th and 
two on 27th ; Durham—three near Thornley, November 12th. 

LATE STAY OF SPOTTED FLYCATCHER IN ESSEX.—Mr. R. 
Warren informs us that he frequently saw, between October 
n t h and 17th, 1935, a Spotted Flycatcher (Muscicapa s. 
striata) on the roof of a house at Brentwood. 

BLACKCAPS IN WINTER IN HEREFORDSHIRE AND SUSSEX.— 
Lieut.-Colonel C. M. Thornycroft informs us that he had a 
female Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla) feeding at his bird table 
at Breinton in the first two weeks of January, during which 
period he saw the bird at very close quarters on four occasions 
and that it has since come to the table daily. 

Mrs. E. Wolley-Dod also states that she observed a Black
cap visiting her " bird-table " at Mayfield on January 22nd, 
1936, and for about a week after that date. 

SCAUP-DUCK IN SURREY.—Mr. B. D. Moreton informs us 
that he saw a female Scaup-Duck (Nyroca marila), of which he 
sends us a good and full description, on a large pond at 
Godalming, Surrey, on January n t h , 1936. 

SHAG IN SURREY.—Mr. E. G. Pedler states that he saw two 
Shags (Phalacrocorax aristotelis) at Barn Elms Reservoir 
on January 20th, 1936. On the following day only one was 
present and this was also watched by Mr. Holte Macpherson. 

BLACK-NECKED GREBE IN SUSSEX.—Mr. E. M. Cawkell 
informs us that on January 1st, 1936, he saw, at Great 
Sanders Reservoir, Sedlescombe, Sussex, and watched at 
close range, for some forty minutes, a Black-necked Grebe 
(Podiceps n. nigricollis). The bird is by no means common 
in east Sussex. 

BLACK-TAILED GODWITS IN DEVON AND CORNWALL.—The 
Rev. F. L. Blathwayt writes that in connexion with Colonel 
Byne's note (antea, p. 291) he visited the Exe estuary on 
October 12th, 14th and 15th, and during that period found 
quite thirty Black-tailed Godwits (Limosa limosa) present. 

Mr. K. D. Smith states that he saw a single, bird of this 
species near Wadebridge, north Cornwall, on November 
n t h , 1935. 
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