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LETTERS. 

T H E MOVEMENTS OF SEA-BIRDS. 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS ,—I was very interested in Mr. H. G. Alexander's letter on the 
movements of sea birds at Dungeness (antea, pp. 298-9), because I 
watched a considerable movement of divers there on January 25th, 
1936. I first reached the coast a t Camber, and as the number of 
divers flying past in the first few minutes seemed unusually large, I 
kept a note of all seen. The majority were following the coast west
wards about half-a-mile out to sea, a t no great height above the water. 
Occasionally one would settle on the water, or rise from it, and all those 
dientified on the water were Red-throated Divers (Colymbus stellatus). 

From Camber I went to the coast east of Dungeness, about a mile 
north of the point (the coast here runs north and south), and again 
there was a succession of divers flying past, this time going south, 
so that they were evidently following the coastline strictly. At 
Littlestone they were much farther out and scarcely visible except 
through a telescope. The numbers seen were as follows :— 

Flying Flying 
Time. Minutes, west. east. 

Camber 10.50/11.5 a.m. 15 32 5 
Midrips 11,12/11.32 20 31 8 

11.50/12,30 40 23 3 
Flying Flying 

One mile north of Dunge- south, north. 
ness point 1.08/1.23 p.m. 15 34 — 

Littlestone . . . ... 1.35/1.36 2 9 — 
One mile north of Dunge

ness point 1.45/2.00 15 44 — 
„ 2.00/2.40 40 13 1 

2.40/3.30 — — 
186 17 

The movement virtually ceased about 2 p.m., two hours after high 
water. How long it had been in progress before I arrived I am, of 
course, unable to say, but for a t least three hours the divers were passing 
at the rate of 90 or 100 an hour. For the most part they were flying 
singly, but sometimes there were four or five together. 

The day was mild; light clouds and some sun, with a moderate south
westerly wind, insufficient to raise " white horses ". 

P. A. D. HOLLOM. 

SOUNDS PRODUCED BY LITTLE OWL. 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

S I R S , — I am interested in Mr. H. G. Alexander's reference to a 
faint " snoring " note of the Little Owl, as being probably the summer 
note of the bird {antea, p . 296). I think tha t the sound alluded to 
must be what I am accustomed to describe as the "deep-breathing" 
sound of the bird. I t resembles the sound produced by the exhalation 
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of air by a person in deep sleep, and is quite unlike a snore. My 
experience has led me to think that it is given by young birds in their 
first summer, but I may be mistaken. We once located the sound to 
a branch on which were two young Little Owls. The note is extremely 
ventriloquial and is usually very difficult to follow to its source. 
Though usually heard only from June to August, I have one record of i t 
for October and November, 1928. I t is given throughout the day but , 
in my experience, also after dusk for hours a t a time. I do not hear 
i t every year nor from all places frequented by Little Owls. 

A. H I B B B R T - W A R E . 

T H E TIME O F SINGING O F T H E GRASSHOPPER-WARBLER. 
To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—Mr. B . J, Ringrose's interesting note on t he Grasshopper-
Warbler (Lomsieila n. neevia) in the New Forest (antea, pp . 287-8) 
does not, perhaps, give sufficient consideration to the fact t ha t with 
many, though by no means all, males of this species daytime singing 
is the exception rather than the rule. He has a curiously high number 
of singing records between 1 and 3 p.m., bu t dawn or evening visits 
are really needed to establish whether the particular individual is a 
breeder or a passage-migrant; visits later in the day can sometimes 
give a very false impression. 

As an example : I crossed the same corner of a Surrey Greensand 
heath {fairly dry, co-dominant Cattuna and Molinia cmntlea) several 
times a week between 10 and 11 a.m. during the spring of 1934. For 
the week commencing May 7th I heard a male Grasshopper Warbler 
sing every time I passed, but I did not hear him again until July 18th. 
I should certainly have been tempted to pu t this bird down as two 
passage-migrants had I not discovered the nest on June 5th by taking 
a short cut and flushing the female off her hard-set eggs. 

H. Eliot Howard (The British Warblers, "Vol. II.) has written of this 
species : " Until pairing has taken place the song is almost incessant 
morning and evening, rare during the daytime, more frequent a t night ; 
afterwards, and until the young are able to take care of themselves, i t 
almost ceases, until it becomes a mere apology of the song of the mating 
season, often reduced to a few crackling notes, heard on a hot afternoon 
or during the first hour or so of dawn. To this partial cessation of song 
may possibly be traced the belief tha t in certain districts the birds do 
not stop to breed, but are only to be found on their way to their breeding 
quarters." L. S. V. VENABI.ES. 

Venabi.es
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