
EMOTES 
MALLOPHAGA ON SICKLY BIRDS. 

RECENTLY, through the kindness of Dr. Tom Hare, Director of 
the Poultry and Game Research Laboratories, I received a 
sample of Mallophaga collected from a Blackbird (Turdus m. 
merula), which was picked up in Dorsetshire. A post
mortem examination of the bird showed that it had been 
suffering from Coccidiosis. The breast of the bird was 
denuded of feathers and the greater part of the skin surface 
was heavily infested with Mallophaga. A few feathers were 
also sent by Dr. Hare and these were found to be very heavily 
laden with eggs of a Mallophagan. 

The louse proved to be Menacanthus spiniferus (Piaget), and 
the eggs are almost certainly of this species, which is not, in 
my experience, that found commonly on the Blackbird. It is, 
however, a member of a large group of comparatively active 
Mallophaga. 

In the Ibis (1935, p'. 354), Dr. J. M. Harrison 
records an instance of a Jay (Garrulus g, rufitergum) being 
" rendered flightless by depluming lice". I am not 
aware of any such instances having been recorded although 
it is possible that records have been published in ornithological 
journals and have been overlooked in reviews of entomological 
literature. Unfortunately, it appears that the bird was not 
examined internally, and that no lice were found on the bird 
when it was picked up. I have examined numerous Jays 
but have never succeeded in finding many lice on them— 
in most cases none at all and, at the most, three 
specimens. 

It is my belief that the occurrence of large numbers of 
Mallophaga on the Blackbird and the Jay was not the direct 
cause of the condition in which the birds were found but the 
result of an internal trouble which in turn resulted in the 
birds becoming considerably weakened and, in consequence, 
unable to free themselves of the lice to the extent to which 
they do so normally. 

Although I am unable to give instances accompanied by 
adequate data I have.learned from poulterers that sickly 
hens invariably have more lice on them than a normal healthy 
bird. It would be interesting to learn something about this 
aspect of parasitism. GORDON B. THOMPSON. 
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BULLFINCHES IN A FLOCK. 
ON January 12th, 1936, while walking on the links of the 
Berkhamsted Golf Club I saw a flock of fourteen Bullfinches 
(Pyrrhula p. pileata). The birds which were males and 
females in even numbers, although not actually sitting in 
pairs, were perched on, and flitting through, the tops of the 
gorse bushes quite close to the Club House and were not in 
any way nervous of the passers by. 

As I have not seen nor can I find any record of this species 
going about in a flock, this seems of sufficient interest to record. 

H. RAIT KERR. 
BRAMBLINGS IN INNER LONDON. 

ON March 5th, 1936, I received a message from Miss Mary 
Rew that some Bramblings (Fringilla montifringilla) were 
consorting with a flock of Chaffinches and Greenfinches on 
the open piece of ground in the Primrose Hill Park. 

I went at once to see if I could see them, and after a time 
discovered a number of small birds in the grass. On a closer 
approach with the aid of field glasses I was able to pick out 
five or six Bramblings in the flock of about twenty House-
Sparrows, Chaffinches and Greenfinches. On the 12th there 
were seven Bramblings and on the 18th only four. Some of 
the cock Bramblings were in very bright plumage. 

D. SETH-SMITH. 

COMMON BUZZARD IN SURREY. 
WITH reference to my notes on this subject (antea, Vol. XXIX., 
p. 83, and Vol. XXVII., p. 26), I am able to record the further 
appearance of a Common Buzzard (Buteo b. buteo) in the Far-
leigh district of north-east Surrey, it being first reported to me 
as seen on October 30th, 1935. The bird frequented the same 
estate as in previous years, where it was accorded protection, 
but, unfortunately, used frequently to roost in a hill-top 
larch plantation some distance beyond the estate boundary. 
It came under my notice on November 2nd, 3rd, 16th, and 
December 1st and 8th. The presence of the Buzzard caused 
Rooks (Corvus f. frugilegus), which normally have their 
sleeping-quarters in a clump of trees about a quarter of a mile 
distant from the plantation, to shift to a point still farther 
away. 

I regret to state that on December 15th, 1935, while walking 
through the larch plantation, I came across the body of this 
bird lying on the ground at the base of one of the trees, and 
near by was an empty cartridge case. From its fresh condi
tion the bird must have been killed about two days previously 
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though by whom I have been unable to trace. It was an 
adult male, length 533.4 mm., wing 368.3 mm. and weighed 
1 lb. 14 oz. 

The skin I have presented to the Natural History Museum, 
South Kensington. HUBERT E. POUNDS. 

SOUTHERN CORMORANTS IN DORSET, 
SUFFOLK, SUSSEX AND KENT. 

MR. G. PAYNE informed us that on January 8th, 1936, at 
the Old Harry Rocks, Studland, near Swanage, he shot a 
Cormorant bearing a ring lettered " Museum Nat. Hist. Leiden, 
Holland 150629". Dr. Junge of the Rijksmuseum van 
Natuurlijke Historie, Leiden, Holland, tells us that this bird 
was ringed as a nestling at Lekkerkerk, Zuid-Holland, on 
May 26th, 1935. Dr. Junge also informs us that another 
Cormorant ringed at the same colony on June 27th, 1932, 
has been reported to him by Mr. F. Darby as having been 
shot at Oulton Broad, Suffolk, on December n t h , 1935. 

Another Cormorant shot on the River Ouse, near Newhaven, 
Sussex, on February n t h , 1936, bore a Rossitten ring 
(B.31930). This ring, Dr. Schiiz informs me, was put on the 
bird as a nestling at Rugen, in the Baltic, on May 28th, 1933, 
and is the second Cormorant ringed at Riigen which has been 
reported from England, the first ringed (B.49371) on May 30th, 
1934, having been found near Faversham, Kent, on February 
5th, 1935. 

The birds breeding in Holland and the Baltic belong to the 
subspecies called the Southern Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo 
sinensis) of which only one example has hitherto been identified 
in the British Islands, this being a specimen collected at Christ-
church, Hampshire, in February, 1873, and now in the Natural 
History Museum (see Practical Handbook, Vol. II, p. 399, 
footnote, and Brit. B., Vol. XXIV., p. 23). These ringed 
individuals are therefore of considerable interest as confirming 
the bird's claim as an occasional visitor to our coasts. 

Herr M. J. Tekke has kindly sent me a paper from De 
Levende Natuur (Vol. 38, 1934) in which he gives the results, 
up to 1933, of ringing Cormorants in Holland. Of 2,500 
ringed no less than 329 were reported. Some of them have been 
reported from northern France and a good many from western 
France, but only a few from the Atlantic coasts of the Spanish 
Peninsula and Morocco. Much greater numbers go to the 
Mediterranean and are reported from the coasts of Spain and 
France and especially Tunisia, while a few get still farther 
east in Italy and even Jugoslavia. 
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Of the Riigen birds a few have been reported from western 
France, but most have found their way to the Mediterranean 
and especially round the coasts of Tunisia, while some go east 
of the Adriatic and a Grecian recovery is recorded. 

H . F . WlTHERBY. 
STATUS OF LAND-RAIL IN KENT. 

FORTY years ago the Land-Rail (Crex crex) was common as a 
summer resident in Kent, especially in the Darenth Valley. 
During the last twenty years it has steadily declined in 
numbers and as far as I can ascertain it has ceased to nest 
in Kent, with a few exceptions ; for instance, a pair nested in 
Wrotham Parish in 1934. 

Quite a number pass through Kent in the autumn migration 
and are either seen or shot in September, and some as juveniles 
stay on almost up to the end of the year. For instance, a 
male was shot near Maidstone on December 30th, 1892, and 
a juvenile female in Sheppey on November 28th, 1935. 
Both skins are in the Maidstone Museum. JAMES R. HALE. 

[From the evidence given in A History of the Birds of Kent 
it would seem that the decline in the numbers of Land-
Rails nesting in the county began a good deal more than 
twenty years ago. According to the Report on the Land-Rail 
Inquiry (Brit. Birds, Vol. VIII., p. 85) its status in 1913 was 
clearly no more than a sparse and sporadic nester. Any 
actual nesting records since that time would therefore seem to 
be worthy of record.—EDS.] 

CROSSBILLS BREEDING IN SURREY.—Mr, W. A. Cadman 
informs us that while watching a pair of Crossbills (Loxia c. 
curvirostra) at Kew Gardens on March 8th, 1936, he saw the 
hen collecting building material (apparently shreds of bark) 
from an oak tree. The birds flew to a maritime pine 
(P. pinaster) and Mr. Cadman saw the hen go to the beginnings 
of a nest near the end of a branch about forty-five feet from 
the ground. By the afternoon the nest was appreciably 
larger. We shall be glad to have details of any further 
instances of nesting in any part of the country. 

FOOD OF SNOW-BUNTING.—Mr. C. M. N. White informs us 
that he found 80 seeds, all identical, in the stomach and crop 
of a Snow-Bunting (Plectrophenax n, nivalis), obtained on 
the coast of Lancashire, on January 14th, 1936. These were 
identified as referable to Suceda (Schoberia) maritima. 

The Rev. F. C. R. Jourdain states that these seeds have been 
previously identified in the stomachs of the species by 
P. Inchbald and J. Cordeaux. 
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WOODCHAT SHRIKE RECORDED AS SEEN IN CAITHNESS.— 
Mr. P. Sinclair states (Scot. Nat., 1935, p. 170) that a Woodchat 
Shrike (Lanius senator) was observed at Wick in the third 
week of September, 1935. No details of the bird's appearance 
are given and it is therefore impossible to judge whether the 
identification is likely to be correct or not. 

SEXUAL DISPLAY BY HEDGE-SPARROW.—In 1929 M. Jacques 
Delamain described the extraordinary sexual display of the 
Hedge-Sparrow (Prunella modularis) (antea, XXIII., p. 19). 
At the time I remembered having read a similar account, 
but failed to trace the reference. Subsequently Mr. C. Noble 
Rollin (i.e., p. 103), Mr. W. H. Gardam {p. 199) and Messrs. 
K. Orton, A. H. Meiklejohn and H. H. Gordon Clarke have 
all furnished independent corroboration. 

Recently I came across what must be the earliest account 
of this strange behaviour, in the note-books of the late E. B. 
Dunlop, under the date of April 23rd, 1911: "Saw two Hedge-
Sparrows behaving in an extraordinary manner near Troutbeck 
(Westmorland) on road. One quivered wings and tail and 
partially crouched, while the other kept pecking at the 
cloaca of the crouching bird ".—F. C. R. JOURDAIN. 

HEN-HARRIER IN ANGLESEY.—Miss M. Mitchell informs us 
that she saw a Hen-Harrier (Circus c. cyaneus) on Newborough 
Warren, Anglesey, on March n t h , 1936. The bird was buff-
brown in colour, the rump strikingly white. The species is 
seldom recorded from Anglesey. 

FULMARS BREEDING ON THE FARNE ISLANDS.—Fulmar 
Petrels (Fulmarus g. glacialis) were first seen haunting the 
Farne Islands in summer in 1919. Mr. F. H. Edmondson 
states (Nat., 1935, p. 231) that the bird definitely bred there in 
1935 and that this is the first season either an egg has been 
seen or the young have hatched. The late G. Bolam, in his 
Catalogue of the Birds of Northumberland (1932, p. 147), 
states, however, that " it was not until 1929 that any definite 
information of their actual breeding there was forthcoming". 
Perhaps Mr. Edmondson has overlooked this statement. 

BLACK-NECKED GREBES IN JUNE IN NORTH-EAST SCOTLAND. 
—Mr. C. G. Connell records (Scot. Nat., 1935, p. 147) that he 
had an excellent view, on June 14th, 1935, of two pairs of 
Black-necked Grebes (Podiceps n. nigricollis) on a loch in 
" one of the north-eastern counties " of Scotland. From 
their anxious behaviour the birds were thought to be nesting. 
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