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REVIEWS. 
The Birds of the Firth of Clyde, including Ayrshire, Renfrewshire, 

Buteshire, Dumbartonshire and South Argyllshire. By J. M, 
McWilliam, pp. 164. 10 Plates and Map. Witherby, London. 
1936. iss. 6d.> 

THE last few years have seen rapid changes in the work of recording 
and mapping the Scottish avifauna. Out of the thirteen faimal areas 
as originally planned by Harvie-Brown, eleven have been completely 
monographed. Of the remaining two, Clyde and Solway, the former 
is covered by the present work, with the exception of Lanark ; while 
in Solway only Kirkcudbright and Wigtown remain unworked on 
modem lines. 

The revolt against the " tyranny of the waterpartings " has now 
come to a head, and in the present work the author has definitely 
adopted the system of adherence to county boundaries, which though 
of course artificial, has many practical advantages over Harvie-Brown's 
plan. It is to be hoped that the gaps will soon be filled ; Kirkcudbright 
in particular has no past avian history, and Gray and Anderson's 
little pamphlet on Ayr and Wigtown dates back to 1869. 

Mr. Mc William's book is a compact little volume, and bears marks 
of rigid compression. In order to produce the work at a low price he 
has refrained from repeating much of the matter already published 
in the Birds of the Island of Bute (1927) and Birds of Ayrshire {1929). 
One or two features in the book are of considerable interest. Two 
of the plates of scenery are reproductions of photographs taken by the 
infra-red method and though they show more than the eye can envisage, 
yet are valuable as accurate records of orographical features. The 
third view is taken from the air and is very effective. 

The number of forms recorded is 251, though this includes those which 
have been " square-bracketed " by the author, as not yet having been 
substantiated by actual specimens. The Cirl-Bunting which has 
been reported several times from the Clyde area and once recorded as 
breeding, is thus bracketed and it must be admitted that on geographical 
grounds, until a specimen has actually been obtained, the procedure 
is justified. 

The compilation has been carefully done on the whole, though here 
and there a few inaccuracies may be detected. In the article on the 
Great Crested Grebe it is stated that the first nest to be reported for 
Scotland was on Harelaw Dam, Renfrewshire, in 1889. The exact 
locality was not stated in the original record, but the nest was actually 
found on the Long Loch, on June 7th. Another clutch (not recorded) 
had been taken a few days earlier on another loch in the same district. 

In the account of the breeding of the Storm-Petrel on Ailsa, Gray's 
note in 1863 is quoted and a reference is given to a photograph taken 
by Kearton of an old nesting-site, which was published in 1895. This 
cannot be taken as evidence of actual breeding, but in 1887 a young 
bird was caught by the tacksman's dog and was put into spirits and 
sent across to the mainland. It was probably the site of this nest which 
was photographed by Kearton some years later. The Birds of Ayrshire 
was published in 1929 and there seems to be a lack of field observations 
in the period between this date and the present time. On page 99 a 
few pairs of Cormorants " are said to nest " on the cliffs of South 
Ayrshire. A pair or two still breed there or, at any rate, did so in 1935, 
though, of course, the Shag is the dominant species. On the other 
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hand, on page 28, we read : " A very few pairs of Choughs still nest on 
the cliffs in South Ayrshire, where I have seen them ". Undoubtedly 
they did nest there up to about 1925, but have not done so for a good 
many years past and are now absent from the South Ayrshire coast. 
One pair of Buzzards is also said still to breed on the sea-cliffs of South 
Ayrshire, but it is extremely doubtful whether they are to be found 
there now, while the Peregrines are ruthlessly destroyed, although they 
seek their prey along the coast. We think the number of breeding 
pairs of Black Guillemot is over-estimated. 

There is a useful Bibliography a t the end of the book and we need 
hardly say tha t the work has been produced in excellent style, while 
the low price renders it accessible to all. Mr. McWilliam has rendered 
a great service to British ornithology by the publication of a work which 
has largely filled a gap and for this we are grateful. F . C. R. JOURDAIN. 

Birds of the Green Belt. By R. M. Lockley. (Witherby). Illustrated. 5s. 
T H I S book is based upon an excellent idea, well carried out. There are 
various books upon the birds of London and separate monographs on 
the neighbouring counties, but the enormous spread of the built-up 
area during recent years and the greater distances which i t is necessary 
to travel in order to escape from streets have made the divisions used in 
county histories largely irrelevant to bird-watchers in Greater London. 
Mr. Lockley defines his green belt as extending between about a 
13-mile and a 25-mile radius from St. Paul 's, but he oversteps these 
limits fairly freely both ways. What would Gilbert White have said 
about including Selborne as a parish on the fringe of London ? 

An ornithologist's first reaction on hearing of the publication of a 
popular work on birds round London complete with a guide showing 
how to get to the various haunts by rail, coach or bus, may well be 
one of alarm, but Mr. Lockley has been alive to the dangers of giving 
away the localities of scarce forms and exposing them, to disturbance. 
He has ranged the country round London in a series of types, and given 
much useful information about the species likely to be met with and 
how to recognize them. Although necessarily popular and elementary 
the book is so well done tha t there can be few ornithologists who will 
not find it a useful standby in deciding where to spend free days or 
afternoons close to London, 

If the book should run into a fresh edition as it deserves, a few 
criticisms may receive attention. The account of the Willow-Tit is 
unsatisfactory : it does not, for instance, mention the light wing-patch, 
wrongly describes the song as being similar to the Marsh-Tit's and as 
consisting of one or two notes, and misses the point of the call, here 
rendered " Chay," by simply describing it as deep, and by omitting to 
mention tha t it is a spring call, and tha t the Willow-Tit has an equally 
characteristic contact note used a t all seasons. The Starlings have 
long since been ejected from the roost mentioned on the British Museum, 
and those who have studied heronries in the London area would like 
to know more about tha t mentioned on secondhand evidence as existing 
in cedars at Sion House. Would it also not be as well to give fuller 
details about the London Natural History Society, so as to enable those 
interested to get into direct touch with a body which is doing admirable 
work in bringing together bird-watchers in Greater London ? 

E. M. N. 
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