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LETTERS. 
" TERRITORY " RECORDED FOR NIGHTINGALE IN 

SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—In British Birds, Vol. XXVII . , there were published several 
letters about early instances of t he recognition of Territory, and 
Dr. N. F . Ticehurst pointed out tha t the possession of territories by 
Mute Swans was recorded as long ago as 1632 (p. 308). The fact tha t 
the Nightingale occupied a territory was also recorded in the seventeenth 
century. 

In Ray's Ornithology of Francis Willughby, 1678, (p. 222), 
we find :— 

" I t is proper to this Bird a t his first coming (saith Olina) to 
occupy or seize upon one place as its Freehold, into which it will 
not admit any other Nightingale but its mate " . 
This is one of the passages added by Ray to the English edition 

and does not occur in the Latin edition of 1676. The statement by 
Olina, of which i t is a translation, occurs on page 1 of his Uccelliera, 
first published in 1622, and reads :— 

" Nel suo arrivo ha per proprio il pigliarsi un luogo, come sua 
franchigia, nel quale non ammette altri Russignuoli, che la propria 
femmina, e in quello d'ordinario canta " . 
I t will be seen t h a t Ray omitted this last statement tha t it ordinarily 

sings in its freehold. W. B. ALEXANDER. 
OXFORD. 

WOODLAND BIRD ENQUIRY 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 
SIRS,—There has been an encouraging response from the appeal for 

observers in the Woodland Bird Enquiry organized through the British 
Trust for Ornithology. But while certain types of wood seem to be 
adequately covered, of others we have scarcely enough examples. 
I should be glad to hear from any other observers who might be in
terested in the enquiry, and particularly if they can undertake a wood 
or woods in the following categories : 

1. Birch. 2. Willow. 3. Woods of any type devoid of bushes, 
shrubs and other secondary growth. DAVID LACK. 
Dartington Hall School, Totnes, S. Devon. 


	Letters
	"Territory" recorded for Nightingle in seventeenth century
	Woodland bird enquiry




