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UNUSUAL " H O L D - U P " OF SPRING MIGRANTS 
ON THE NORFOLK COAST. 

BY 

RONALD M. GARNETT. 

A VERY unusual " hold-up " of small passerines occurred on 
the Norfolk coast in early May, 1936, details of which should 
perhaps be put on record. 

LOCAL CONDITIONS AT SALTHOUSE (MAY 5TH-14TH). 
Following a period of north-east wind a sea-fret developed 

on the coast on May 5th and continued until the night of 
May 9th-ioth when the wind backed to north-west and a 
drizzle began which lasted all day on the 10th. Heavy clouds 
and some mist prevailed again until the 13th, when the wind 
changed to south-west and May 14th was fine and warm. The 
barometer from May 8th to 14th remained steady at approx
imately 30.00 inches. 
CONDITIONS OVER THE NORTH OF FRANCE AND SOUTHERN 

NORTH SEA (MAY IST-IOTH). 
From details supplied by the Air Ministry it appears that 

light winds from north or north-east prevailed until May 10th, 
with large patches of coastal fog gradually extending north
wards from the Straits of Dover from the 3rd onwards, 
land areas being clear on both sides. On May 10th the wind, 
backed to north-west, the fog being then thickest off the 
Dutch coast, where visibility was given as 100 yards. The baro
meter from May 1st to 5th fell from 30.36 inches to 29.74 inches 
and then rose steadily to 30.00 inches. 

MOVEMENTS OF BIRDS. 
The sea-fret on May 5th brought several Black Terns 

(Chlidonias n. niger) to Salthouse and others were seen on the 
Broads and at Scolt Head Island on the same date. This, 
however, is quite a usual occurrence at this season under 
similar conditions, and it is the hold-up of small birds which 
is so unusual as to be worth recording. Pied Flycatchers 
(Muscicapa h. hypoleuca) were especially numerous, and were 
recorded from various places on or near the coast from Lowes
toft (Suffolk) (Messrs. F. C. Cook and E. W. C. Jenner) 
May 5th, Horsey and Hickling (Major A. Buxton and Mr. J. 
Vincent) May 4th-nth, round to Scolt Head I. (Mr. C. Chest-
ney) May 7th-i2th. In this district (Salthouse) many were 
seen in the cottage gardens and elsewhere from May 10th 
to 12th, when they were evidently most numerous. Being so 
conspicuous they naturally attracted more attention than the 
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Common Redstarts (Phcenicurus p. phcenicurus) which 
accompanied them, but there were many of these also and 
they seem to have been as widely spread out. It is, of course, 
well known that these two species travel together in the autumn 
and become numerous in the coastal bushes during hold-ups 
at that season. Since May, 1929, when I came to live in 
Norfolk, I have only two spring records of Pied Flycatchers, 
both single individuals, nor have I witnessed before anything 
approaching a passage movement in spring of Common 
Redstarts, Whinchats (Saxicola r. rubetra), which usually 
pass through in small numbers during the last week of April 
and the first two weeks of May, were far more numerous at 
this time, but being birds of the open are easily noticed. A 
Wryneck {Jynx t. torquilla), picked up dead near the coast at 
Salthouse about May 10th and a female Bluethroat (Luscinia 
svecica) caught and ringed at Salthouse trapping station on 
the same date, were no doubt brought down by the same 
adverse conditions while another Bluethroat and two Black 
Redstarts (Phcenicurus o. gibraltariensis) were seen on Scolt 
Head I. two days later (Col. H. W. Madoc). 

CONCLUSIONS. 

Assuming that a stream of birds started from France for 
destinations in northern Europe during the first week in May, 
when the wind was generally north-east, it would have tended 
to swing towards the English coast and after travelling north 
to Norfolk would have been prevented from crossing to the 
Continent, and would be held up on this coast, first by fog, 
and later to an even greater extent by the drizzle of May 9th 
to 10th, the stream piling up on itself and the numbers 
increasing to a maximum from that date. 

Since this is what appears to have happened locally from 
May 10th to 12th it may be that what occurred en route is 
equally true. 

Conditions became normal again on May 13th and no sign 
of so unusual a check to passage movement was any longer 
visible. 

I t so happened that this year I was collecting records of 
spring migrants in Norfolk for the British Empire Naturalists' 
Association and consequently I received records from many 
observers in addition to the above-named, and to all these 
I am grateful. I heard of no unusual numbers at this time of 
any passerines other than those mentioned, nor did I notice 
any myself, and perhaps this fact may be quite as noteworthy 
as the abundance of so limited a number of species. 
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