
^MOTESl 
CARRION-CROW LAYING TWICE IN SAME NEST. 
A NEST of a Carrion-Crow (Corvus c. corone) in a willow tree 
in Walland Marsh, Kent, had a clutch of eggs which was taken 
on April 12th, 1936. On May 17th, the nest contained 
another clutch of eggs which were exactly like the first. The 
nest did not appear to have been repaired or altered in any 
way. G. E. TOOK. 

[The long replacement period (about 35 days) seems to 
indicate that the Crow may have made an unsuccessful 
attempt to breed in the interim and then returned to the 
original site.—F.C.R.J.] 

RETURN MIGRATION OF JAYS. 
LAST autumn several observations of a westward movement 
of Jays (Garrulus glandarius) were reported (cf. antea Vol. 
XXIX, pp. 174, 212, 324). One day in November, 1935, 
over thirty Jays flew over my garden near Horsham, Sussex, 
in a south-west direction in loose formation, flying about 100 
feet up in the air. They were certainly not just making a local 
movement but disappeared out of sight. 

On three occasions this spring I have seen Jays, two, five 
and lastly eight together appear as specks in the western sky 
and fly straight over some four or five hundred feet up to 
disappear in the east. The last eight were seen about May 12th 
when the Jays in my wood had eggs. C. H. BRYANT. 

fin The Field (11, vii., '36, p. 106) Lt.-Col. W. R. Thompson 
records that his brother, Lt.-Col. R. N. Thompson, saw a flock 
of at least 33 Jays come in off the sea at Fairlight Cove, 
Sussex, on the morning of May 22nd, 1936, and continue their 
flight on a south to north course.—EDS.] 

TWITE AS FOSTERER OF CUCKOO. 
ALTHOUGH the Twite (Carduelis flavirostris) is locally 
abundant on the moorlands of south Lancashire, it is a very 
rare fosterer of the Cuckoo (Cuculus c. canorus). I t was 
therefore with considerable interest that I found a Twite's 
nest containing a nestling Cuckoo not more than four or five 
days old, on the Heywood uplands on June 10th, 1936. I 
watched the birds for nearly two hours and saw both the hen 
and the rosy-rumped cock visit the nest, which was in heather, 
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on countless occasions. Though I observed them closely 
however, I was struck by the fact that I could never detect 
them carrying food in their bills. Being curious to learn 
whether a pair of Twites would rear a Cuckoo, I journeyed 
again three days later to see how things were faring, but on 
arrival found the youngster dead in the nest. It is of course 
impossible to say with certainty that it had perished from lack 
of suitable food, but the occurrence seems suggestive, and 
would explain the rare victimization of the Twite. 

IRVINE WHITTAKER. 

" INJURY-FEIGNING " BY WOOD-LARK. 
To the June, 1936, issue of The Oologists' Record the Rev. 
F. C. R. Jourdain contributes an interesting article on the 
so-called injury-feigning by birds and recounts how far this 
habit is prevalent among Palaearctic species. As Mr. Jourdain 
quotes no good case among Larks it may be worth noting that 
a Wood-Lark (Lullula a. arborea) nesting in one of my fields at 
Chobham, Surrey, in April, 1936, performed this act on every 
occasion that one put it off the nest when it was incubating. 
I was unable to visit the nest when the young hatched and 
shortly afterwards they were found dead. 

I may note that this particular bird did not sit so closely 
as most Wood-Larks I have known, and always left the nest 
when one approached within three or four yards of it. 

Each time she left the nest along the ground with a great 
fluttering of wings. She crouched low, as though dragging 
herself along, and trailed her tail which was widespread with 
the feathers separated. The wings were half open and flutter
ing rapidly. Every few yards she stopped with her breast 
on the ground, the tail spread and depressed and the wings 
quivering, and meanwhile turned her head and watched me 
as I stood by the nest (unfortunately I never tested the effect 
of following her). These pauses were short, but when she 
had progressed twenty yards at an oblique angle from me she 
stopped for a considerable time in the same attitude with the 
wings still quivering and with her head turned to watch me. 
Then she disappeared into some thickish undergrowth and 
flew up and away farther on. On each occasion the bird went 
through the same actions, proceeded in the same direction and 
stopped finally at approximately the same spot. The ground 
over which the bird went was partly with short grass and 
partly bare. The direction taken may have been due to the 
fact that I approached the nest each time from the same 
point. 

G 
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"Injury-feigning" has often been observed among the 
warblers but I may add a few notes in the case of a Lesser 
Whitethroat (Sylvia c. curruca) with young in the nest, which 
I frequently watched, because the actions though similar to 
those of the Wood-Lark had small differences. The tail was 
widely spread in the same way and the wings were trailing 
and fluttering, but in this case the bird flopped from side to 
side and often spread one wing more than the other and it 
appeared more "incapable" than the Wood-Lark. This bird 
varied its direction, but it always had to proceed through long 
grass and this may have made its actions more exaggerated. 
Its final stopping place varied from twenty to thirty yards,' 
sometimes in a wood stack and sometimes in a small birch tree 
where it continued the actions described. On one occasion its 
mate came down to it with much concern but without joining 
in the performance. Then they disappeared behind some 
cover and almost immediately afterwards the male uttered the 
short, loud song. H. F. WITHERBY. 

PIED WAGTAILS USING ROOST IN JUNE. 
ON June 25th, 1936, while staying at Galashiels, Roxburgh
shire, I discovered a small roost of Pied Wagtails (Moiacilla 
a. yarrellii) in a clump of willow shrubs on the outskirts of the 
town. 

I was able to count between twenty and thirty birds, most 
of which were adult although I noted one or two juveniles 
among them. The first birds arrived at the roost at about 
8.45 p.m. They usually came in small batches of two or three 
and frequently perched on the neighbouring telegraph wires 
before going to the roost for the night. Although the 
character of the roost was normal, its occupation in the 
summer seems worth noting. PHILIP A. CLANCEY. 

GOLDEN ORIOLE IN SUFFOLK. 
ON a visit to a mere in east Suffolk on July 4th, 1936, Mr. 
J. P. Hardiman and I heard a Golden Oriole (Oriolus 0, 
oriolus). The bird was in full song for upwards of an hour but 
kept out of view in a belt of poplars and alders. J. B. WATSON. 

CHIFFCHAFFS IN PERTHSHIRE. 
ON June 7th, 1936, in Strath Bran, Dunkeld, Perthshire, 
between the Hermitage and Rumbling Bridge, I was astonished 
to hear the song of a Chiffchaff (Phylloscoftus collybita) in the 
distance, when I was in a plantation watching Jays. I found 
the bird feeding on tall deciduous trees on the edge of a larch 
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plantation. I t was singing very frequently and was possibly 
breeding. 

The bird is rare in eastern Scotland and has not previously 
been recorded, so far as I am aware, in north Perthshire. 

W. MARK KERR. 

ON July 7th, 1936, a Chiffchaff was singing at Fearnan 
(Perthshire), near the north-east end of Loch Tay. The bank 
of the loch here is wooded down to the water's edge .with 
plentiful undergrowth and some larger forest trees. The song 
was also identified by my companion. P. A. D. HOLLOM. 

INCUBATION-PERIOD OF GRASSHOPPER-
WARBLER. 

ON May 24th, 1936, I flushed a Grasshopper-Warbler (Locust-
ella n. ncevid) from a nest containing four eggs. On May 26th 
there were five eggs in the nest. On June 6th at 11.45 a m - I 
found four young had hatched out and by 10.30 a.m. on the 
7th all five were hatched. This appears to indicate 12 to 13 days 
as the incubation-period as the fifth egg was probably laid on 
May 25th since it was quite 4 p.m. when I first found the nest. 

Unfortunately the nest was empty on the 9th. I rather 
suspect a neighbour's cat which I saw near the nest. The nest 
itself was in cleared woodland amongst rush and bramble 
only about 50 yards from my house. I first heard the male 
singing on May 13th from about 5.30 a.m. to 8 a.m. From then 
up till May 22nd he sang very frequently but less so towards 
the end of that period. I heard no song at all while incubation 
was proceeding but on June 7th a few scraps of song were 
heard and occasionally up till June 20th. The male usually 
sang about 20 yards from the nest. F. FINCHER. 

THE RANGE OF THE HEBRIDEAN HEDGE-
SPARROW. 

Since this race {Prunella modularis hebridium) was described 
in 1934 from South Uist, I have been able to examine material 
from other localities which proves referable to it. 

A male and female from Antrim, Northern Ireland (Novem
ber, 1934) agree well with Hebridean birds and in fresh 
autumn plumage the race appears well defined. Whether 
the breeding bird of this locality is hebridium or not remains to 
be shown. 

I have also examined in the Edinburgh Museum a bird from 
the Clyde area (Cardross) obtained in autumn which shows 
the characters of hebridium. 
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Finally, through the kindness of the Forestry Commission, 
I was, in April, 1936, able to collect a few examples during a 
brief trip to Knapdale, Argyllshire. These were birds shortly 
to breed and certainly the breeding form of the locality. They 
are somewhat more worn than winter birds and agree with 
spring birds in the British Museum (two from South Uist, one 
from Skye). These spring examples of hebridium compared 
with spring Hedge-Sparrows from Southern England show 
the characters of the race though to a distinctly less marked 
degree than autumn birds, and it would seem that in worn 
plumage hebridium could not be distinguished. The wing 
formula of hebridium seems quite inconstant, the second 
primary being longer or shorter than the seventh, or sub-equal. 

CHARLES M. N. WHITE. 

YOUNG OF NORMAL AND ALBINISTIC HOUSE-
MARTINS. 

MR. MILLER of School House, Tadley, Hampshire, reports to 
Reading Museum the mating of a House-Martin (Delichon 
«. urbica) in normal plumage with one in which all the dark 
feathers were replaced by pale sandy-buff. The result was 
four young, two normal, two resembling the pallid parent. 

One young bird fell from the nest and died, and was received 
by Mr. L. R. A. Grove, Assistant Curator, Reading Museum. 

I could find no trace of strongly pigmented feathers upon 
the young bird. Its coloration in mantle, wings and tail is 
considerably fainter than that upon a Sand-Martin. 

H. M. WALLIS. 

WOODPECKER NESTING HOLES AND THE 
COMPASS. 

WHILE investigating the breeding habits of Woodpeckers, 
I was struck by a seeming frequency with which the entrance 
to the nesting-chamber faced in a northerly direction. This 
was intriguing. I followed the matter up by noting the com
pass bearing of each of the first hundred nesting-holes I came 
upon with the interesting result shown in the accompanying 
diagram. From this illustration it will be seen that my initial 
impression was not incorrect for I found that the aspect of 
fifty-nine holes lay in the northern half of the compass-card, 
twenty-six in the southern half, while seven fronted the east 
and eight, the west; these latter could be said to be neutral. 
By far the greater number of holes—twenty-five—faced 
exactly north but less than half this number were found with a 
south aspect. 
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The compass-card in the diagram may be taken to represent 
the tree-trunks ; the dots indicate the positions of the nesting-
holes in relation to the cardinal and other compass points, 
each dot representing one of the holes. 

25 

Diagram showing the relation of Woodpecker nesting holes to the 
points of the compass. 

With few exceptions the holes examined were the work of 
Green Woodpeckers (Picus v. virescens) ; they were found, 
most of them, in the New Forest and in Savernake Forest. 
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Of the trees in which the holes had been excavated, one was 
an apple, one an elm, four were ash trees, thirty-seven were 
beech, and fifty-seven were oak trees. 

It may possibly be said that decay attacks a tree more 
frequently on the northerly side which thus offers a more 
vulnerable and so inviting opportunity to the beak of the 
Woodpecker. Whether that is the case some forestry expert 
might be able to say. However this may be, it was curious to 
observe how often the holes had been excavated in what 
seemed quite sound timber. 

But there is another implication. Some time ago an article 
of mine appeared in British Birds (Vol. XXV., p. 40), offering 
observations made on the positions occupied by eggs in nests 
of Ringed Plovers (Charadrius h. hiaticula) and the relation 
of these positions to the cardinal points of the compass, and 
describing how the eggs were replaced on the cardinal points 
by the owner-birds after dis-arrangement. The evidence for 
the Plovers was not entirely conclusive; neither do my 
observations prove that the Woodpeckers make any, what 
I may call, " compass choice " in the positions chosen for their 
nesting-holes. But may we not consider that there is, at least, 
a suspicion, a prima facie case perhaps, that with the Wood
peckers as with the Plovers the " call of the North " is to some 
extent obeyed. For what evidence there is does seem to 
indicate that there is the possibility of an influence of some 
sort being exerted over the birds by the North. 

After the above had been set up in type I noted the position 
of nesting-holes in another section of woodland rinding six 
holes facing north, four north-east, one north-north-east, 
one north-north-west, six east, three west, one south-east and 
one south. This brings the total facing exactly north to 31 as 
against 11 facing exactly south and 71 in the northern half 
of the compass card against 28 in the southern; 24 being 
neutral. As it has been found impossible to alter the diagram 
may I suggest that readers might place dots on their diagrams 
representing these additions. 

GEORGE MAKPLES. 

TAWNY OWL TAKING PREY DURING THE DAY. 
WITH reference to Mr. J. S. Elliott's note (antea, p. 47), I have 
observed Tawny Owls (Stria a. sylvatica) with prey in the 
early afternoon on several occasions, during August and 
September in Strathtay, near Aberf eldy, Perthshire. Curiously, 
although I have watched Tawny Owls in other parts of the 
country and have had a pair nesting each year close to the 
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house here, at Kelvedon in Essex, Strathtay is the only place 
where I have seen them taking prey in full daylight. 

JAMES W. CAMPBELL. 

SPOONBILL IN ISLAY. 
DURING a recent visit to Islay with members of the Oxford 
Ornithological Society I was informed that a Spoonbill 
(Ptotaled leucorodia) had recently been captured on the island. 
Some of us inspected the bird in the house of its captor, Mr. 
Macindur of Bowmore. It had just been returned by the 
Glasgow taxidermist and was not yet cased so we could 
examine it closely. It was in very fine plumage with a long 
crest and no sign of having been in captivity. Mr. Macindur 
found it in a drain in the peat about two miles south of Bow-
more and caught it alive, but it died shortly afterwards, 
presumably of starvation as he could not get it to feed. He 
was rather vague as to the date of capture but thought it 
was in May. It seems to me probable that this was the bird 
seen making for the coast of Co. Down on May 24th (cf. antea, 
p. 47). The coast of Antrim is plainly visible from Islay. 

W. B. ALEXANDER. 

EARLY NESTING OF SHELD-DUCK IN KENT. 
WITH reference to my note on the early nesting of Sheld-Duck 
(Tadorna tadorna) (Vol. XXIX, p. 85) in the Dungeness area, 
by a curious coincidence ducklings were seen on the pools on 
exactly the same date (May 12th) in 1936 as in 1935. This year 
there were two broods of ten each. I saw them myself on the 
17th, and nearby a third brood of at least three that were 
distinctly larger birds and so must have been several days 
older than the larger broods. It begins to look as though the 
first week of April is the normal date for laying to commence 
in this part of England. N. F. TICEHURST. 

GOOSANDER NESTING IN DUMFRIESSHIRE. 
I T is very satisfactory to be able—at long last—to state 
definitely that the Goosander (Mergus m. merganser) has 
nested in Dumfriesshire. (See British Birds, Vol. XX, p. 252, 
and Vol. XXIII, p. 232.) 

On June 18th, 1936, a student at Wallace Hall Academy 
brought his science master, Mr. O. J. Pullen, a dead duckling 
which attracted his attention because of its serrated beak. 
The student informed Mr. Pullen that his father had found a 
nest containing nine eggs which he had taken home ; placing 
them under a hen he hatched eight (one egg proved to be 
addled) but all the ducklings died. 
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Mr. Pullen most kindly sent me the duckling which I at once 
forwarded to Mr. Witherby who identified it as a Goosander 
but who—to be doubly sure—sent it to the authorities at the 
British Museum (Natural History) who independently arrived 
at a similar decision. At a later date I was able to send the 
down from the nest to Mr. Witherby who had no hesitation 
whatever in identifying it as that of a Goosander. The 
duckling and some of the down are now deposited in the 
above-mentioned Museum. 

Site of Goosander's Nest, Dumfriesshire, 1936. 

The nest was in a hollow at the base of a rowan tree beside 
the Capel burn, near Mitchellslacks in the parish of Closeburn, 
Dumfriesshire, and—thanks again to the assistance of Mr. 
Pullen—I am able to give a photograph of the site. 

H. S. GLADSTONE. 

[In A Practical Handbook of British Birds the late Mrs. 
Meinertzhagen stated that the nestlings of the Goosander 
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and Red-breasted Merganser were alike and Phillips in his 
A Natural History of the Ducks states that they are probably 
not to be distinguished except by the more basal position of 
the nostril in the Merganser. From the material available it 
would seem, however, that the brown streak running from the 
gape, below the eye and merging with the same colour behind 
the eye is darker and more clearly denned in the Goosander 
than in the Merganser. There is a good deal of individual 
variation, but this streak in the Merganser is usually short 
and fades into the general colour of the sides of the head, which 
is generally more rufous than it is in the Goosander. 

The position of the nostrils as is well known differs in 
adults of the two species and to test this in ducklings in down 
it is necessary to obtain measurements comparative with the 
length of the bill which, of course, varies according to the age 
of the bird. Mr. J. D. Macdonald has made such comparative 
measurements of the specimens in the Natural History 
Museum and a note by him with figures which he has kindly 
supplied are appended. These should be useful as a guide in 
distinguishing ducklings of the two species, but it must again 
be noted that the markings on the sides of the head are subject 
to individual variation. 

The nest down and feathers sent by Mr. Gladstone are very 
characteristic of the Goosander, which, as pointed out by 
Heatley Noble (British Birds, Vol. II) has down much paler 
and feathers considerably larger and more creamy coloured 
than in the Merganser.—H.F.W.] 

[The relation between the lengths A and B (see Fig.) in 
the same species should be more or less constant throughout 
any reasonable variation in age, but should be quite distinct 

GOOSANDER MERGANSER. 
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from that of the other species at the same age if there is any 
difference in the position of the nostril in the culmen. 

Twelve Merganser chicks were measured and the value 
of the ratio A/B lay between .35 and .45 with a mean of .42. 
Only three Goosanders were measured and gave .5, .5 and .6. 
Mr. Gladstone's specimen gave a value of .5.—J. D. MAC-
DONALD.] 

"INJURY-FEIGNING" BY A STONE-CURLEW. 
O F all the number of times I have seen the young of Stone-
Curlew (Burkinus ce. cedicnemus) in Berkshire for the purpose 
of ringing, I had never, until the other evening (June 10th, 
1936), seen an old bird, probably the hen, feign being hurt 
in order to distract my attention from her young. She lay 
quite close to me, flapping one wing, with the other wing 
half spread out, as though broken, and so realistic was it that 
I half believed the bird had really met with an accident of 
some sort and so I went towards it, when it immediately 
jumped up and ran round me, flew a few yards and then 
returned to sham being hurt again. It was more realistic in 
its shamming performance than I have ever seen a Partridge 
behave. GEORGE BROWN. 

GOLDEN PLOVER AND STARLINGS PERFORMING 
JOINT AERIAL MOVEMENTS. 

ON April n t h , 1936, when in Glen Esk near Edzell, Angus, 
I was watching a flock of about 30 to 40 Golden Plover 
{Charadrius apricarius) feeding on a ploughed field and was 
surprised when a flock of 20 to 30 Starlings (Stumus vulgaris) 
which had been feeding close by, rose with the Golden Plover. 
The two flocks blended and together carried out the usual 
wheeling movements of Golden Plover. It was only on land
ing that the Starling flock separated again and continued 
feeding near the Golden Plover. W. MARK KERR. 

LAPWING DRIVING SHEEP FROM NEST. 
WHILST in Sutherlandshire in May, 1936, I saw a Lapwing 
(Vanellus vanellus) continually jumping on to the back of a 
sheep and pecking at it in an effort to drive the sheep from 
the nesting site. Whilst on the ground the bird followed the 
sheep around, keeping in front of its face with wide open wings. 
The vacant look of surprise on the face of the sheep was 
amusing to see. G. E. TOOK. 
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CALL NOTES OF THE SPOTTED REDSHANK. 
I HAVE always found the Spotted Redshank (Tringa eryth-
ropus) a very wary and difficult bird to approach. 

During the past two years I have been fortunate enough 
to have a number of these birds under close observation—on 
both the vernal and return migrations. 

As most authorities ascribe to this bird the single call of 
" tjeuty," perhaps the following notes may be of interest. 
On rising a call of " tjeuty "—if startled a moderately loud 
and clear " chooeee." When in flight in small parties (round 
the feeding ground) a conversational" chee " or " chee-cheet". 
The feeding call is a mild " chu," which is usually answered 
by a dissyllabic " chu-chu". 

This spring I had five birds under observation in East Kent, 
on May 4th, two in full summer dress, three in transitional 
plumage. From the actions of these birds three appeared to 
be males and two females. The males apparently display to 
the females by throwing back the head and strutting about 
in a pigeon-like manner—a rather ludicrous performance. 

T. C. GREGORY. 

THE BIRTH OF A CURLEW. 
ON the evening of June 21st, 1936, my brother, Mr. H. S. 
Cowin, and I visited the nest of a Curlew (Numerius a. arqua-
ta) which when last seen had contained two eggs. To our 
surprise instead of the full clutch of four eggs, the nest still 
contained only two eggs which were on the point of hatching. 

Towards the larger end of one egg was a cracked flake 
about a quarter of an inch in diameter from which a number 
of cracks radiated. 

The other egg contained two holes of the same size, about 
a quarter of an inch apart and from the lower of these the 
beak of the young bird protruded and its faint cheeping was 
heard. The white egg-tooth on top of the beak was clearly 
visible as were the upward taps of the beak since it was 
noticeable that all the time the bird was working at the hole 
the point of the beak protruded which would not have 
been the case if the bird had endeavoured to break out by 
pecking at the shell with the point of the beak. While we 
were there the bird broke through the piece of shell separating 
the two holes but unfortunately the lateness of the hour 
(9.30 p.m.) and the approach of a thunderstorm prevented us 
from staying to witness the end of this interesting episode. 

The whole process agreed closely with that described by 
Mr. F. B. Kirkman in " The Birth of a Black-headed Gull " 
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{British Birds, Vol. XXIV., pp. 283-291) but one point not 
mentioned therein was that in the case of the young Curlew 
the tapping with the egg-tooth was not continuous but 
intermittent, a few minutes tapping being followed by a 
rather shorter pause during which the bird lay quiet with the 
beak motionless. Can this be reconciled with Mr. Kirkman's 
statement that in the case of the Black-headed Gull the tap
ping is automatic and an involuntary act ; though he says 
that it remains to be ascertained whether this is true of wild 
species generally ? In all other respects Mr. Kirkman's descrip
tion of the birth of the Gull held good for the Curlew, even 
down to the cheeping of the chick and the occasional opening 
and shutting of the mandibles which, however, were never 
withdrawn within the shell. W. S. COWIN. 

HERRING-GULLS FEEDING ON LARVAE OF MOTHS. 
IT may be of interest to record that larvae identified by Mr. 
W. Mansbridge, F.R.E.S., who was kind enough to examine 
a specimen I sent to him, as the Noctuid moth Cerapteryx 
(Charaeas) graminis, L., were disgorged in large quantities by 
young Herring-Gulls (Larus a. argentatus) on June 18th, 24th, 
and 29th, 1936, on Puffin Island, Anglesey. 

With few exceptions the young birds appeared to have been 
fed exclusively on these larvae, and at a rough estimate I 
should say that from 50 ,to 150 were disgorged at a time. 

M. MITCHELL. 

WATER-RAIL IN SUMMER IN INVERNESS-SHIRE. 
A FEMALE Water-Rail (Rallus a. aquaticus) was picked up 
dead near Dulnain Bridge, Inverness-shire, on June, 25th 1936, 
by D. Stubbert. I saw one on April 2nd, 1936, about half a 
mile from where this specimen was found. There are several 
winter records of the bird but so far as I know none in summer 
for Inverness-shire. WINIFRED M. ROSS. 

RECENT PROGRESS IN THE STUDY OF BIRD-MIGRATION.— 
In an important paper under this title appearing in the July, 
1936, number of The Ibis (pp. 472-530), Dr. A. Landsborough 
Thomson gives a masterly review of the literature of Bird 
Migration published between 1926 and 1935. The aim of the 
review, as Dr. Thomson remarks, is selective rather than 
exhaustive, and the matter is arranged and discussed with 
such great knowledge of the subject that the reader gets a 
good general idea of the progress made in various branches 
without the necessity of consulting the numerous original 
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publications, though many pages of references at the end 
of the article are no less valuable to those who desire to go 
farther into detail. Following introductory sections on 
" general works " and " methods of study", Dr. Thomson 
divides the review into two main headings " General features 
of Migration " and " Theoretical Problems of Migration". 
The first is subdivided into the following sub-headings: 
" Types of Movement", " Geographical Aspects", " Behaviour 
of Migrants", " Routes and Flight-lines" and " Weather 
Influences". The theoretical side is dicussed under sections 
entitled: "Ends served by Migration", " Origin of Migration ", 
" Annual Stimuli to Migration " and " Path and Goal of 
Flight: Orientation". 

Dr. Thomson dates his " Review" from 1926 because in 
that year three books on the subject were published : in this 
country Problems of Migration by Dr. Thomson himself, in 
America The Migration of Birds by Dr. A. Wetmore, and in 
Germany Die Wanderungen der Vogel by H. Wachs. 

The " Review" is one which no ornithologist can afford to 
miss since it forms an authoritative record of work in the last 
ten years on a subject which must interest everyone. 

NUTCRACKER IN SURREY.—Mr. W. N. Greenwell informs us 
that on July 6th, 1936, near Kew Green, he observed a bird 
which he identified as a Nutcracker (Nucifraga caryocatactes) 
and from the careful description he has given us there can be 
no doubt that his identification is correct. The bird was 
feeding on the ground within a dozen yards of Mr. Greenwell 
and then flew up into an oak and disappeared into Kew 
Gardens. The date makes it unlikely that this was a wild 
migrant and it seems more probable that it was an escape from 
captivity. 

YOUNG CROSSBILLS IN DEVON.—Mr. J. F. D. Scott informs 
us that on May 10th, 1936, he watched an adult hen Crossbill 
(Loxia c. curvirostra) and two young birds in brown plumage 
near Kingswear. The young were full grown and feeding 
on cones so that they may not have been reared in the 
immediate neighbourhood. 

FIELD STUDY OF ST. KILDA WREN.—In the Scottish Nat
uralist (1936, pp. 9-41) Messrs. T. H. Harrisson and John N. S. 
Buchan give a very full account of their detailed observations 
of Troglodytes t. hirtensis during a visit to St. Kilda in the 
summer of 1931. The paper deals with habits connected with 
feeding the young, nest materials and measurements, song 



94 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. XXX. 

periods, song and notes, plumage and other points. The song 
in the opinion of the authors has a finer, yet weaker, tone, more 
musical and continuous, less throaty, than the mainland bird. 
It is stated that the Practical Handbook does not indicate any 
individual plumage variation in the St. Kilda Wren, but as the 
description is comparative with the Common Wren, whose 
variability is described, surely similar variation in the St. 
Kilda Wren is clearly implied, the comparison being obviously 
of a series and not of one individual. The nestling is described 
as being like that of the Common Wren, but with slightly paler 
down and in four examined there was no down in the spinal 
tract. 

SITTING BLUE TIT FED BY TWO BIRDS.—Mrs. M. R. 
O'Hanlon informs us that in a nesting-box close to her house 
windows at Alderley Edge where a Blue Tit (Parus c. obscurus) 
had a nest, she noticed that the sitting bird was fed by two 
Blue Tits and that this continued until shortly after the young 
were hatched; when the hen and her mate began to feed the 
young the third bird disappeared. 

LARGE CLUTCHES OF MISTLE-THRUSH AND COOT.—Mr. B. T. 
Brooker informs us that in May, 1936, he and Mr. H. Cawkell 
found a nest of a Mistle-Thrush (Turdus v. viscivorus) in Sussex 
with six eggs, which were uniform in size and markings. 
The same observers also record the finding of a nest of a Coot 
(Fulica a. atra) with thirteen eggs in a reed-bed in Romney 
Marsh, Kent, in May, 1935, and a nest with the same number 
of eggs in the same reed-bed in May, 1936. 

INCUBATION AND FLEDGING PERIODS OF RING-OUZEL.— 
Mr. W. S. Medlicott informs us that a nest of a Ring-Ouzel 
{Turdus t. torquatus) in Goathland, Yorkshire, contained one 
egg on May 30th, 1936 at 6 p.m. The hen bird was then on 
the nest. Assuming that the eggs were laid on consecutive 
days this would give June 2nd, as the date of the full set, and 
she was sitting on four eggs a few days later. At 6 p.m. on 
June 14th, two young and two eggs were in the nest and about 
three days later, the four young were seen in the nest. This 
would give an incubation period of 12 to 13 days if incubation 
only began with the full clutch. The young had all left the 
nest, apparently quite recently at 8.30 p.m. on June 29th. 
This agrees with previous estimates of not more than 14 days. 

SNOWY OWL RECORDED IN FIFESHIRE.—Mr. D. M. Wilson 
states (Scot. Nat., 1936, p. 45) that a Snowy Owl (Nyctea 
scandiaca) "was clearly seen" by Mr. Harold Wilson and others 
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on January 31st, 1936, within ten miles of St. Andrews. No 
further particulars being given it is impossible to judge of the 
accuracy or otherwise of the observation. 

PURPLE SANDPIPER IN SOMERSET.—Mr. A. R. Sumerfield 
informs us that he saw a Purple Sandpiper (Calidris maritima) 
with a party of six Turnstones at Watchet on May 10th, 1936. 
Mr. B. W. Tucker informs us that the bird is very rarely seen 
on the Somerset coast and that he has only one record of it 
in the last twenty years. 

AVOCET RINGED IN RHONE DELTA FOUND IN ESSEX.— 
With reference to the note on this subject (antea p. 50) we 
are informed from another source that four (not five) birds 
were shot and that two of them were adults and two young 
(one with the ring) and that they appeared to be a family 
party. They had been first observed about July 10th. 
Another party of four was seen at the same time and we are 
glad to say escaped. Several readers have quite rightly 
protested about the shooting of these birds and we understand 
that this matter was taken up locally and by the R.S.P.B. 
It is said that the shooter (one of a duck shooting party) 
thought they were young Sheld-Ducks and it seems a pity 
that people so ignorant of birds as to confuse an Avocet with 
a duck are allowed to shoot at all. 

BLACK TERNS IN HAMPSHIRE AND SHROPSHIRE.—Mr. C. H. 
Kaye and Mr. C. W. Heycock report seeing a Black Tern 
(Chlidonias niger) near Winchester on May 8th, 1936, and 
Mr. Philip Rickman saw one over the lake at Walcot Hall, 
Lydbury North, Shropshire, on May 23rd, 1936. The bird is 
not frequently recorded from either county. 
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