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REVIEWS. 

De Vogels van Nederland. Door Prof. Dr. E. D. van Oort. ('SGraven-
hage, Martinus Nijhoff.) 

D R . VAN OORT, whose death occurred in 1933, did not live to see his 
great work on Dutch birds completed and the last parts have been issued 
under the editorship of Dr. G. A. Brouwer. The whole work makes five 
very handsome large quarto volumes. Every bird on the Dutch list is 
figured in colour and the text includes besides names (scientific, 
synonyms, Dutch, English, German and French), a brief description 
and an account of the bird's general range, its status in Holland, 
habitat, and breeding and other habits. The plates are a feature of the 
work. The birds are accurately drawn though in somewhat stiff and 
formal poses, but the great value of the plates lies not so much in their 
artistic merit as in the fact tha t several figures are given of each 
species, depicting both sexes and the juvenile and in a good many 
cases other phases of plumage. Thus there are rarely less than three 
figures on a plate and often four, while in many cases two plates are 
devoted to one species. Three hundred and sixty-two forms are 
described and there are four hundred and two plates. 

All concerned are to be greatly congratulated on the completion of so 
magnificent and useful a work. 

England's Birds. By W. K. Richmond. (Faber & Faber). Illustrated. 
10s. 6d. 

T H I S is frankly a popular book. Each of the seventeen chapters is 
devoted to a description of a different and contrasting type of terrain 
and some of the birds tha t might be considered characteristic of each. 
This has been done a good many times before and it must be difficult 
t o find anything new to say about many of them. The author 's 
descriptions are certainly good and he has broken more or less fresh 
ground in several respects. His voyage in a coasting collier from the 
Forth to Rouen and back is the most notable and his observations on 
the distribution of sea birds at sea were worth making, as this is a 
subject upon which little work has been done as yet. If this chapter 
should stimulate others to follow his example, i t will not have been 
written in vain. That he should have struck a migrating par ty of Cross
bills lost in fog was, of course, sheer luck, but must have added fresh 
interest to the voyage. There are but few other points t ha t concern 
the ornithologist. We are glad to note the increase of the Raven in our 
northern counties, where the author mentions tha t several old nesting 
sites have become retenanted. He asserts positively tha t the Twite is 
unknown as a nesting species in the northern Pennines where it is 
supposed to be found, while Curlews have increased to such an extent 
t h a t the moorland has become over populated and they are now 
nesting in many lowland meadows, where they were unknown twenty 
years ago. 

As pleasant reading for beginners and general bird-lovers the book is 
to be recommended, while the illustrations, the work of a number of 
photographic and other artists, are adequate and good. N.F.T. 
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