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FURTHER NOTES ON ORIELTON DECOY, 1935-36 
BY 

C. W. MACKWORTH-PRAED AND H. A. GILBERT. 

THE migration of ducks seems to have been late on the west 
coast in the autumn of 1935 probably owing to the fact that 
westerly gales were almost continuous during October and 
November. The first Wigeon (Anas penelope)—a party of four 
—were seen on September 9th—an early date. The first 
Shovelers (Spatula clypeata) arrived on November 3rd. 

A count was taken on various dates and showed as 
follows :— 
November 8 : Mallard, 80 ; Teal, 250 ; Shoveler, 30 ; Wigeon 

50-60 ; Pochard, 7. 
November 13 : Mallard, 80 ; Teal, 450 ; Shoveler, 30 ; Wigeon, 

70 ; Pochard, 15 ; Tufted Duck, 5. 
These numbers remained fairly constant until from 

December 1st wild fowl began to arrive in greater numbers. 
On the 9th there were between 1,100 and 1,200 birds on the 
pond. On the morning of December 13th a large number 
arrived and over 3,000 birds could be seen. A count of the 
Teal (Anas c. crecca) was taken—a matter of considerable 
difficulty. There were at least 2,300. This was the maximum 
reached. From then onwards the ducks varied in numbers 
according to the weather. After heavy rain the numbers 
would drop greatly—as low as 150. The average number in 
dry weather varied between 800 and 1,200 for some weeks 
until on January 26th the bulk of the fowl left the district. 

The catch of " various " included a Little Grebe (Podiceps 
ruficollis), a Heron (Ardea cinerea) and a Woodcock (Scolopax 
rusticola). 

Moor-Hens (Gallinula chloropus) and Coots (Fulica atra) 
were ringed and released at a distance. It was discovered that 
they had considerable homing instinct and usually returned 
to the pond. One Coot returned from 25 miles, and Moor-Hens 
from a maximum of 15 miles away. 

The sexes of several species of duck were taken when caught 
and ringed and females were found to predominate to a marked 
degree. 

A catch containing more males than females was rare. On 
Christmas Day, however, there was a catch of 20 male Teal 
to 10 females. It may be that females are more unsuspicious 
than males, and therefore were caught in disproportionate 
numbers. A count was made on three occasions of the sexes of 
Shovelenand of detached flocks of Teal. It was found that 
females largely >predominated. 
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Many birds were caught twice or more in the decoy. In fact, 
our recaptures numbered as many as 811. One Teal (206) was 
recaptured over 30 times. A Wigeon " dogged " into one pipe 
early one morning, was fed into another pipe and recaptured 
during the afternoon of the same day. 

No Gadwall were seen. Goosanders visited us on two 
occasions. 

The accompanying map shows the returns of Teal we have 
obtained this year—no other species having been sufficiently 
often recorded to justify tabulating. 

The Galician record shown on the map should be regarded 
with suspicion. This was of a bird wing-clipped and released 
in Sussex, and when its feathers grew again it made off south-
westward apparently as it would normally have done from its 
breeding ground. A companion bird—not shown on the map— 
stayed in Sussex and was shot there the following winter. 

Four birds also, ringed by us in January or February, were 
recovered at the decoy or locally on the return from their 
breeding grounds in the autumn. 

One rather notable point is the date of the records. The Irish 
records range from October to February, showing that our 
birds pass on westward at any time in the winter. On the 
other hand, the whole of our English and Welsh records, 
outside our own neighbourhood, were late—either late January 
or February; while all our Continental records except one 
were later still—February to April. This would appear to 
show that as a rule birds do not leave us in an eastward 
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direction till they are beginning to think of their return 
migration, and that then they either strike north-eastward 
across England or go south to the coast of France and then 
follow the Channel. The one exceptional record is that of a 
bird ringed by us in November and caught again in a decoy in 
Holland on January ist. 

Of the further records, one came from Pskov in Russia in 
August where it had a brood of 9 young ; another on May 16th 
from much the same district a little farther eastwards. The 
latest record came from 6c;cN. within the Arctic Circle, on the 
Norwegian coast on May 28th. The two Danish returns were 
both of birds in autumn, September and November, presum
ably on their way back to us. 
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