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REVIEWS. 
Songs of Wild Birds. By E. M. Nicholson and Ludwig Koch. (H. F . 

& G. Witherby.) Gramophone Records and Illustr. 15s. 
T o review a book and gramophone records simultaneously is a little 
difficult; bu t the two are in this case inseparable and undoubtedly each 
is enhanced by its connection with the other. Mr. Koch's records of 
the]songs of Nightingale, Cuckoo, Throstle, Blackbird, Ring- and Turtle-
Doves, Willow-Wren and other birds are extremely good. The fact 
t ha t the Robin's song sounds very like a Willow-Wren's in places is 
not a criticism, for one knows how nearly alike they sometimes are in 
nature—particularly, i t often seems, in the first week of April. And the 
Great Tit 's , though a somewhat unusual variant of t ha t bird's song, 
has t he typical metallic twang about it . These records should do much 
to help people t o learn t o distinguish the bird-songs. I t is also great fun 
trying t o pick out some of the faint songs and calls heard in the back
ground. 

Those who possess t he combined book and records will not need to 
be urged to listen t o the records ; their very novelty will no doubt get 
them a good hearing. But i t is t o be hoped tha t no one will think that , 
having heard the records, he can neglect the book. This is all writ ten 
by Mr. Nicholson, except one short chapter in which Mr. Koch explains 
how the records were obtained. Practically half the book is devoted to 
a description of bird-songs—including some of the more notable 
non-passerine seasonal sounds—and i t is by far the most lucid and 
satisfying account of them tha t I have come across. Mr. Nicholson 
makes use of the good work of Messrs. Stanley Morris, Garstang and 
other earlier wri ters ; bu t a great deal of the descriptive writing is 
entirely new and original, and it should be most helpful t o all students 
of the subject. I have only one serious quarrel with him. l i k e Mr. 
Morris, he seems to regard the Spotted Flycatcher as a bird t h a t very 
rarely sings : " A poor and rarely heard inward sub-song," he calls it . 
I t is certainly a feeble affair compared with the musical d i t ty of the 
Pied Flycatcher; bu t i t is as loud as any noise t he Spotted Flycatcher 
ever makes (as far as I know) and is plainly audible in good conditions 
a t a distance of thir ty yards. And I think I could guarantee in almost 
any suburban area t o set Mr. Nicholson down in a spot where, between 
the time of their arrival and the end of June, he could be certain of 
hearing Flycatchers singing for several hours per day, with only short 
breaks for " flycatching." Can i t be tha t i ts " frequency " is too high 
for Mr, Morris's and Mr. Nicholson's ears ? I am also surprised t h a t he 
describes the Chifichaff's song as if i t were a constant alternation 
between two notes. In my experience hardly any individual Chiffchaff 
has a song of t h a t pat tern ; and I th ink i t is because i t is so described 
tha t people so often think a Great T i t is a Chiffchaff. Naturally, there 
are various minor points like this on which no two ornithologists can be 
expected t o agree entirely. 

The earlier chapters of t he book discuss what bird-song is and why 
birds sing. Mr. Nicholson wisely recognises tha t territorial significance, 
advertising t he singer's presence, stimulus t o t he singer's mate and the 
expression of well-being all play a part in the production and develop
ment of bird-song. I could wish tha t he had discoursed on this and 
some kindred topics a t greater length, but perhaps tha t would not have 
fitted a " m a n u a l " of this character. 

Here, as in his earlier books, Mr. Nicholson shows us how little we 
know and what dunces we all are. In some places you are almost led 
to feel t ha t you ought to spend a whole year sitting in one spot—or 
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better still, in six different spots in order to make comparisons—and 
whilst sitting there, with pencil and note-book in one hand and stop
watch in the other, contrive to withdraw your ears {but not your eyes) 
fifty yards, a hundied yards, a quarter of a mile, a mile, in order to 
test how far off you can hear the bird you are listening to, and in 
order to notice piecisely when, how and in the end why i t does it . But 
tha t is just Mr. Nicholson's way of suggesting tha t we might a t least 
spend an occasional hour or two studying bird-song scientifically. If 
this book is as widely read (and listened to) as i t ought to be, i t should 
both promote knowledge and stimulate a good deal of enquiry along 
well-regulated lines about songs and other bird noises. H.G.A, 

Bird Migration. By A. Landsborough Thomson. Bird-Lovers Manuals. 
(H. F . & G. Witherby.) Illustrated. 5s. 

T H I S little book is a welcome addition t o this well-known series and 
we may say a t once tha t i t contains an admirably plain and straight
forward account of the present state of our knowledge of the various 
phenomena, facts and theories relating to the subject of bird migration. 
At the same time i t is a fascinating and eminently readable book. For 
the beginner a better introduction, t o the study of migration could not 
be written, while for t he experienced ornithologist there i s plenty t o 
guide him into those directions where his t ime and energies .can be 
most usefully expended in study or experiment, with a view to the 
elucidation of still unsolved problems. The book is divided into four 
sections. The first begins with a brief historical sketch of the ancient 
ideas about migration and then describes the different types and the 
phenomena of migration. The second sets out the directions, seasons 
and methods of migration, the third describes its immensity, complexity 
and regularity, while the fourth contains a discussion of the various 
theories tha t have been advanced to explain how and why migration 
is performed a t all. 

The descriptions in each section are admirably lucid and are 
adequately supplied, but not overburdened, with illustrative examples 
and charts. The book is one tha t no bird lover can afford to be without. 
—N.F.T. 
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