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LETTER. 

MENAGE A TROIS IN T H E MUTE SWAN. 
To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

S I R S , — I am much interested in Dr. J . M. Dewar's notes under this 
heading in the November number of British Birds (antea, pp. 178-9) as I 
have some rather similar notes on the Mute Swan. 

In Bretton Park, near Wakefield, Yorkshire, in May, 1934, there 
were three nests of the Mute Swan on the shores and an island of a 
19 acre lake. Two of these nests had eggs ; of the third I am not certain 
as it was on an island and nothing hatched from it. These two nests 
were specially protected as the owner of the land was anxious to have 
some cygnets, and in consequence I did not inspect them or count the 
eggs as I did not wish to abuse the owner's kindness in any way for 
allowing me free access to the Park. 

There were only two cobs on this lake, and one refused to allow 
the island cob to go anywhere near the other two nests which produced 
5 and 2 young respectively. (I learned afterwards tha t there were 
some unhatched eggs—whether addled or infertile I had not the 
opportunity of discovering.) 

The cygnets hatched in both nests within a day or two of each 
other, and then both broods and both pens amalgamated and went 
about together without either being hindered by the cob. 

I took this, together with the cob's toleration of the second pen 
when off the nest during incubation, as proof of the cob's sireing both 
broods. 

He was extremely intolerant of the island pair and indeed of any 
other Swans which approached its territory. 

At the end of 1934 the total Swan population including cygnets 
was 32, and the acreage of water 19 + 36 = 55 (two lakes). 

In 1935 one pair hatched 5 cygnets in late May or early June on the 
36-acre lake but after a few days the parent birds lost all interest in 
their offspring which died, apparently of neglect as they were uninjured, 
before they had began to feather. This nest was touching another 
which failed to produce young, and I rather think both these nests 
may have belonged to the same cob, but unfortunately I cannot prove 
it as there were so many Swans about. 

This year (1936) all at tempts a t breeding have proved fruitless, the 
only nest constructed having addled eggs. I rather think tha t the lakes 
in question are very much over-populated to allow breeding for, 
although numbers have shrunk to 25-27 due to 5 birds, or perhaps 7, 
being full winged, the Swans spend most of their t ime in the earlier 
part of the nesting season in making vain at tempts to secure territory. 

JOHN C. S. E L L I S . 
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