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DR. CHARCOT AND THE BIRDS 
OF ROCKALL. 

BY 

HUGH S. GLADSTONE. 

THE tragic fate, in September, 1936, of Dr. Jean Baptiste 
Etienne Auguste Charcot, who perished with all his com
panions save one in the French Polar expedition in the 
" Pourquoi Pas ? " reminded me of a correspondence I had 
with Dr. Charcot, in 1921, about his landing on Rockall that 
year on 29th June, and 1st July. 

I wrote to him, asking if he had made any notes as regards 
the birds he saw there and he sent me a photograph (6 in. by 
4 in.) reproduced below with the accompanying letter :— 

29 Rue St. James, 
Neuilly-sur-Seine. 

nth December, 1921. 
DEAR SIR, 

Our landing on Rockall was specially for geological pur
poses and oceanographical observations in the neighbour
hood. 

Nevertheless we took interest in all the details 
concerning this curious rock. My love for animals is such 
that I never let one be killed or even bothered when it 
is not absolutely necessary either for science or for 
living. We have in our collections samples of all the birds 
that we saw on Rockall, so we let them to their business, 
and very thankful they became very friendly. 

On the sketch in the lower right corner of the included 
photo you will find " Femplacements " on the summits of 
Rockall of the different groups of birds we noticed. With 
a magnifying glass you may easily read the names. We 
had no specialist with us and many details may have 
escaped us but at all events what we have noted is exact. 

Very pleased if I can be agreeable, believe me, dear 
Sir, 

Yours truly, 
J. CHARCOT. 

A summary of Dr. Charcot's expeditions is given in The 
Times of 17th September, 1936, and a detailed account of his 
obsequies will be found in L'Illustration of 17th October, 1936. 

I believe that landings were made on Rockall in 1811 by 
men from H.M.S. Endymion, and in 1861, from H.M.S. 
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Porcupine. Mr. Miller Christy* and Dr. J. A. Harvie-Brownf 
have written about Rockall but, in view of the lack of 

information, Dr. Charcot's letter and photograph would seem 
to be of sufficient interest to publish. 

* Reprint from The Yachtsman : 2nd May, 1895. 
t Reprint from. Proceedings of the Royal Physical Society of Edinburgh: 
23rd March, 1895. Also J. A. Harvie-Brown and R. M. Barrington 
" O n the Ornithology of Rockall" in the Trans R.Irish Acad. X X X I , 
part I I I , pp. 66-75 (J897)-


