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DEPARTURE OF SUMMER RESIDENTS 
OBSERVED AT DUNGENESS, KENT 

BY 

NORMAN H. JOY. 

IT has often struck me that although there are many records 
of early arrivals of all our summer migrants, and late depar
tures, there are very few records of the exact dates on which 
they begin to leave England. This side of the question has never 
been seriously considered, and references to it in books on 
British birds are very vague. Dr. N. F. Ticehurst, in his 
paragraphs on Migration in A Practical Handbook, brought 
things up to date (1920) on the information then available. 
Since then I have been able to find very few references to it 
in the various books I have been able to consult, and have had 
correspondence with some who I hoped would have been able 
to enlighten me on the subject, but they state that they are 
unable to do so 

Another question which has hardly ever been referred to 
by British ornithologists is whether, among the Passerines, 
the old or young migrate first. Dr. Landsborough Thomson 
tells us that this has been done to some extent in Heligoland. 
It was done many years ago with regard to the Waders 
(Limicolae), and Dr. C. B. Ticehurst refers to it in his Birds of 
Suffolk. 

There were several reasons why I chose the exploration of 
the coast between Littlestone and Dungeness (5 miles), among 
them that Dungeness is recognized as a place from which our 
summer migrants set off across the sea. 

After an absence on other ornithological work during June, 
I returned to Littlestone on July 1st, 1936, and fortunately 
came across Mr. J. Tart, a very keen bird-watcher, living 
near the lighthouse at Dungeness. He showed me the places 
where the Passerine migrants regularly visit, and was able to 
help me much afterwards. -

I soon discovered some unexpected signs of migration among 
the Swifts (Apus a. apus). I have studied Swifts for many 
years, and realize that they will get miles away from their 
breeding localities, and how all those from quite a large 
district will congregate together any morning or evening. 
Before long I learnt that migrating Swifts could easily be 
recognized. The first date on which they were seen migrating 
was July 8th, when about seventeen went by singly, or in 
groups up to four. Others passed on the 9th and 10th. About 
sixty on the n t h went by Littlestone after 4.30 p.m., flying 
against a strong W.S.W. wind, some coming in from over the 
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sea, apparently from Hythe or Folkestone. Mr. Tart reported 
having seen these going straight out to sea. No more were 
seen until the 15th. On the 18th there was reported to be the 
most severe gale in July that there had been for several years. 
I saw at least three hundred going along the coast from 
Littlestone to Dungeness. I watched these battling their way 
against the wind, and saw some start off across the sea from 
the point at Dungeness. 

From July 18th to 27th migrants were coming through 
nearly every day. On most days from July 27th to August 7th 
there were numbers of Swifts passing to and fro between 
Littlestone and Dungeness, or flying around by the lighthouse. 
On the evening of August 7th there was an exceptional number, 
some going quite a distance out to sea in circles ; they were 
flying about until it was nearly dark. A lighthouse keeper 
reported to me the next day that when he started lighting up 
the lantern many came to the window sills, and during the 
night they remained there huddled together (he handled one), 
or clung to the sides of the wall. I have little doubt these were 
all the Swifts for miles around starting their migration,* 
because since then until August 31st I only saw seven. 

Now comes the question : where did all the migrating Swifts 
come from between July 8th and 27th ? On July 28th last 
year I was reading a book in a garden in Folkestone and 
happened to look up at 10.25 a.m., and saw Swifts passing by, 
which I at once regarded as migrating ; fifty-five passed in 
forty-five minutes. Judging from how I have seen them arrive 
at Littlestone I feel sure that they have all passed through 
Folkestone. 

The migration of the Sand-Martin {Riparia r. riparia) has 
been more puzzling than the Swifts. The first I saw of them 
was on July 21st. From 8.15 to 10.30 a.m. there were many 
flying about and settling on the sands at Littlestone ; I saw 
eighty at one time. These scattered away to the west and 
south-west, and eventually some distinct migration set in, as 
small parties were flying in a typical migratory way about 
two hundred yards out at sea, the tide having risen. I under
stand there are no Sand-Martin colonies within ten miles of 
here. A single bird was seen on July 24th, and a few on most 
days until August 3rd ; eight were seen to go out to sea on that 
day. 

I only have room here to give the following notes about 
the Swallow (Hirundo r. rustled). I saw single adults emigrat
ing on July 16th and August 8th and 14th ; and Mr. Tart 
* Dr. C. B. Ticehnrst tells me " Swifts kept in a body here (Appledore, 
about 12 miles away), on August gth, circling up until mere specks". 



290 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. XXX. 

reported seeing three adults going straight out to sea on 
July 16th. 

The first note I have of the House-Martin (Delichon u. 
urbica) migrating is August 16th. 

So far I have brought forward evidence as to the first dates 
on which Swifts and the Hirundinidae have been seen to leave 
the south coast. "With regard to the rest of the summer-
visiting Passerines recorded here I did not see one actually 
leave the shore, but I consider that there is enough evidence 
now to conclude that when the urge to migrate has once come 
on a bird it will not turn back. We occasionally have instances 
of a bird stopping short of its usual distance of travel when 
it finds itself in the sort of situation in which it is used to 
living, but this certainly does not apply to the district around 
Dungeness ; and it is well known that they may stop in an 
unsuitable place for a few days, waiting for suitable conditions 
of weather. 

The following are recorded because they were seen on earlier 
dates than those suggested in a Practical Handbook, and so 
for the time being are the earliest recorded actual dates of 
departure. 

The first Warblers to arrive at Dungeness were three Willow-
Warblers (Phylloscopus t. trochilus) and an adult male White-
throat (Sylvia c. communis) on July 22nd. Dr. N. F. Ticehurst 
tells me that in past years both these birds have been killed 
at the lighthouse on July 23rd. No more of either of these 
were seen until July 27th when there were five Willow-
Warblers and two Whitethroats. The Willow-Warblers were 
all adults. A female Whinchat (Saxicola r. rubetra) was near 
the lighthouse on August n t h , and another on 16th and 17th. 

Adult Yellow Wagtails (Motacilla flava rayi) were seen on 
August 15th and on the 17th. 

There was a quite tame female Pied Flycatcher (Muscicapa 
h. hypoleuca) at Dungeness on August 8th, and another on the 
18th ; a male on the 22nd, and quite a number after this 
date. 

With regard to the Waders, in spite of there being so many 
people about the sands, I am able to confirm that it is adult 
birds which first pass through these shores. On July 13th 
there were seven Dunlins (Calidris alpina) in summer plumage, 
and on the 20th fifteen, with eight adult Sanderlings (Crocethia 
alba). The first young Dunlin that was seen was on August 
8th, and the first young Sanderling the 13th. 


