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NOTES ON BREEDING-HABITS OF 
A PAIR OF STOCK-DOVES 

BY 

C. P. FREEMAN assisted by G. L. BATES. 

THE following observations on the breeding of Stock-Doves 
(Columba anas) were made in a casual way during the first 
three years and it was only during the last year that there 
was any thought of making them methodical. Even then we 
were afraid to climb the tree too often for fear of scaring away 
the birds, and there was a long break during school holidays. 
The hole used by the Stock-Doves was about twelve feet up 
from the ground in an elm tree, about twenty yards from the 
house (in Essex). This hole is a little deeper than the length 
of the arm. Another hole was used for the last three broods, 
six feet higher up on the other side of the same tree. Stock-
Doves had bred in the same hole for several years before these 
observations were started. 

Most of the observations were made by Freeman, who 
climbed the tree and examined the nest with the help of an 
electric torch. 

1933-
Two young ones (i or 2 days old) were in the nest on June 25th, 

they were fully feathered by July 14th and were still in the nest on 
the 21st. Fledging period not less than about 28 days. 

Three eggs were found in the nest on July 30th but only two were 
being incubated on August 10th (the other egg had been pushed to 
one side) and the brood came to nothing. 

On September 2nd one egg was in the nest and on the 3rd there were 
two eggs there. Two young were there on the 25th, were fully feathered 
by October 12th and had gone by the 18th ; they had almost certainly 
come out of the hole that morning as the young were then seen outside 
on a branch. 

This was probably the 4th laying. 
Combined incubation and fledging period not more than 45 days. 

1934-
Two eggs were already in the nest by March 13th and fairly big 

young ones were seen on the 22nd, but the young were killed. (A stoat 
has been seen to climb a nearby elm.) 

On June 3rd two young were 1 t o 2 days old ; one was ready to fly 
on July 2nd and they had gone by the 9th. 

On July gth two eggs were in the nest of which one was hatched by 
the 21 st. 

On August 20th Stock-Doves were seen fighting and two eggs were 
seen in the nest. By September 3rd a new empty nest had been built 
over these two eggs. On September 15th one egg was in the new nest 
and the two old eggs were pushed to one side. About the 29th one egg 
was seen hatching and about October 21st there was one fully feathered 
young which had gone by November 3rd. The two old eggs were still 
to one side. 
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1935-
On April 6th there were two eggs in the nest. These were hatched by 

the 12th and the young were fully feathered but still with down on the 
neck by the 29th ; they had gone by May n t h (young seen outside 
that day). 

The young of a second brood flew on July 17th. 
The third laying of one egg about July 27th came to nothing after 

the bird had sat for exactly a month. 
Early in September there was 1 egg and by the 9th there were 2 eggs. 

The first young was hatched on the 22nd and the 2nd on the 23rd. 
They were fully feathered by October 12th and had gone by the 23rd. 

1936. 
Three Stock-Doves were seen around in fine weather in January-

The 1st egg was laid on March gth and the second between 8.20 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. on the 10th. One young and one egg were seen on the 27th 
and two young were seen on the 28th. Incubation period 18 days. 
(Note that this was an especially cold month.) On April 22nd a young 
one flew up to the mouth of the hole and then flew back and two eggs 
were in. the hole with the young birds and were still there on the 25th 
bat the young had flown by the 26th. Fledging period 28-29 days. 

The two eggs seen on April 22nd hatched on May 6th and (pre
sumably) 7th. The young were in the nest on June 1st but had gone 
by 6.30 p.m. on the 3rd. Fledging period 26-27 d a y s but possibly 28. 

In another hole in the same tree two eggs were seen on June 18th 
and three on the 29th, but only two eggs hatched out by July 3rd 
(probably on the 2nd). The young had gone by August 1st. 

Two young (about 10 days old) were in the nest on August 31st and 
remained there until September i6th, but had gone by the next day. 
Estimated fledging period 26-27 days. 

An egg was noticed in the nest with the young on September 7th 
and two were seen on the 17th. One hatched out on the 23rd and had 
gone between October 14th and 21st. 

No. of 
the 

Brood. 

(1) 
(») 
(3) 

(4) 
(5) 

S 
First egg 

laid. 

March 9 
Before April 22 
Before June 18 

On or before 
September 7 

ummary of 193 
First egg 
hatched. 

March 27 
May 6 
July 2 

September 23 

6. 
Young left 

hole. 

April 26 
June 2 or 3. 
Between July 24 and 

August 1. 
September 17. 

Between October 14 & 21 . 

GENERAL REMARKS. 

In referring these notes to a pair of Stock-Doves, it is 
assumed that the same birds bred there through the four 
years, but, of course, we have no proof of this. On August 
20th, 1934, two Stock-Doves were seen fighting while another 
looked on. On the same day there were two eggs in the hole. 
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On September 3rd these eggs had been covered over by a new 
nest. This may have been the result of the dispossession of 
one pair by another. 

The number of layings of eggs each year were : 1933, 
probably four ; 1934, four ; 1935, four ; 1936, five. 

The total number of young brought off during the four 
years was no less than twenty-four and the total number of 
eggs laid was thirty-three. 

Incubation period : 18 days (1936) ; over 12 days (1934) ; 
not less than 15 days, probably more (1936). 

Fledging period : 28-29 days (1936) •; 26-27, possibly 28 
days (1936) ; between 22 and 29 days (1936) ; about 28 days 
(1933)-

Combined incubation and fledging period : about 46-47 days 
(1936) ; about 45 days (1933). 

Even when three eggs were laid no more than two eggs 
hatched. 

Eggs laid on consecutive days were incubated as laid, and 
hatched out on consecutive days. 

Twice eggs were laid in the nest when it was still occupied 
by two young ones, on one occasion for as long as nine days 
or more. 

The neck and the part underneath the bill were the last to 
lose the nestling down. 

The old birds did not mind my continually climbing the 
tree and looking into the hole. Towards the end of 1936 one 
of them would remain in the hole while I looked in ; but it 
might have been due to my constant visits that they changed 
to the other hole. 
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