
*MOTESl 
TYPES OF BRITISH BIRDS IN THE TRING 

COLLECTION. 
IN June, 1932, in writing of the loss to British ornithologists 
sustained by the removal of Lord Rothschild's collection of 
birds from Tring to New York I ventured to make the following 
remarks {British Birds, Vol. XXVI, p. 20) :— 

" Among the types in the general collection there are fifteen of our 
native birds, and it would be indeed a gracious act if the American 
Museum of Natural History would present them to our own Natural 
History Museum . . . and should the American Museum see its way 
to adopt this suggestion, British ornithologists, both present and 
future, would have good reason to be grateful." 

In the January, 1937, issue of The Ibis (p. 182) Mr. N. B. 
Kinnear announces that the American Museum of Natural 
History has now presented these types of British birds to the 
Trustees of the British Museum. This is an extremely welcome 
gift and, as Mr. Kinnear has stated, expresses a generous 
spirit of scientific co-operation which will be sincerely 
appreciated by British ornithologists. 

Dr. Leonard C. Sanford, who brought over these types, 
states that the Tring collection is now arranged in the new 
wing specially assigned to it in the American Museum and that 
a catalogue of it is in preparation. H. F. WITHERBY. 

ON SOME PARASITES OBTAINED FROM BIRDS ON 
SKOKHOLM ISLAND. 

As a result of having recently received a copy of the Report 
for 1936 on the Skokholm Bird Observatory, I feel prompted 
to write up the following notes on a few parasites collected 
from birds on that island in order to emphasise the fact that 
much useful work on the ectoparasites of birds can be carried 
out simultaneously with the trapping, etc., on the island. Before 
giving the actual notes on the parasites I should like to add 
the following remarks. It is certainly not the wish of the greater 
number of parasitologists that birds should be killed in order 
to obtain their ectoparasites and I feel that every possible 
opportunity should be made use of in the course of trapping 
birds to collect parasites from them. The parasites which 
one is likely to encounter are fleas, ticks, lice, mites and bird-
flies. All the parasites from a single host specimen may be 
placed in a tube of alcohol together with the following data : 
Name of host, date, locality, etc. In the United States 

BI 
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enormous collections of parasites have been made by people 
when trapping birds for ringing, etc. 

Mr. David Lack, while staying on the island in June of last 
year, collected some parasites off Gannets and a Manx 
Shearwater, and kindly handed them to me for study. 

Two species of lice (Mallophaga) have been described from 
the Gannet (Sula bassana) and Mr. Lack obtained one of them, 
the largest, a species known as Pectinopygus bassanae (Fab-
ricius). This comparatively large and deeply pigmented 
parasite was described from the Gannet as long ago as 1780. 
It has definite affinities to species found on Pelecanidae, 
Phalacrocoracidae and Fregatidae but not Phaethontidae. In 
my experience it is the commonest parasite of the Gannet. 

From the Manx Shearwater (Puffinus p. puffinus) Mr. 
Lack obtained two species of lice, namely, Halipeurus diversus 
(Kellogg) and Trabeculus aviator (Evans). The former species 
is recorded for the first time off a British specimen of this 
host. It is an elongate, slender parasite belonging to a genus 
which occurs on numerous species of Procellariiformes and 
whose nearest relative is a single species occurring on Hydro-
bates pelagicus (Linn.) and closely allied forms. Trabeculus 
aviator (Evans) is a small louse and is, I believe, specific to 
the Manx Shearwater ; it is one of two species found exclusively 
on Petrels. 

Some specimens of engorged ticks belonging in all probability 
to the species Ixodes putus (Pickard-Cambridge) were found 
near to a Gannet colony by Mr. Lack. These parasites must 
do a tremendous amount of harm to the birds by sucking 
their blood. A careful examination of any of the sea birds' 
nests on Skokholm should reveal the presence of numerous 
specimens of ticks. 

From a single specimen of a Meadow-Pipit (Anthus pratensis) 
Mr. H. Morrey Salmon collected in September, 1934, two 
specimens of the common bird-fly Ornithomyia fringillina 
Curtis. One of these flies (Hippoboscidae) proved to be of 
exceptional interest. A careful examination revealed the 
presence of a small mite together with a mass of eggs attached 
to the base of the wing of the fly. Only a short time before 
this specimen came into my hands the mite had been 
described for the first time by a continental worker. (For a 
detailed account of this mite on the fly's wing, see Thompson 
Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist., 1936, Ser. 10, Vol. XVIII, pp. 319-320). 
It appears that these mites attach themselves to the wings of 
the bird-flies in order to lay their eggs and thus become 
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dispersed to other birds. It is not, however, certain whether 
the mites are true bird parasites. 

These fly parasites or Hippoboscidae must be quite eommon 
but are seldom collected. We know very little of their host 
specificity and I have often been told by ornithologists that 
they have seen them frequently when ringing birds. They 
certainly need collecting to a great extent in order to find out 
something of their host distribution. They may be placed 
in spirit as in the case of other parasites. They are blood 
suckers. 

May I conclude by saying that I shall be extremely pleased 
to get into touch with anyone who is willing to collect parasites. 
I shall be perfectly willing to supply the necessary tubes. 

GORDON B. THOMPSON. 

WINTER GATHERING OF PIED WAGTAILS 
IN LONDON SUBURB. 

HAVING been told by telephone of a gathering, every evening, 
of small birds on the roofs of some houses in Balham and 
their subsequent roosting in holly trees close to a busy 
thoroughfare, I went there on February n t h , 1937, to 
observe this phenomenon. 

The house to which I had been directed is situated on the 
Balham High Road, about half a mile south of Balham 
railway station. The street is a very busy one, well lighted 
and with numbers of trams and buses constantly passing. 
It stands back some fifteen yards from the road, the front 
garden containing a few shrubs and three hollies that had 
been trained to form large, thick heads, some fifteen or 
twenty feet high. 

At 5.10 p.m. I first noticed Pied Wagtails (Motacilla a. 
yarrellii) arriving in twos and threes, and settling upon the 
roofs and chimneys around. Then a party of ten or twenty 
would come, and by 5.20 the roof of one house contained 
fifty or more birds which crowded along the gutter over
looking the front garden in which were situated the holly 
trees. More kept arriving, and then they commenced 
dropping down, in ones and twos into the holly trees. These 
are close to the boundary fence dividing the garden from the 
pavement along which pedestrians were passing in a constant 
stream. A bus stop was just opposite the trees into which 
the birds were crowding, and a powerful electric street lamp 
lighted them up as they perched on the outermost twigs 
preparatory to seeking snug roosting sites. I estimated the 
number of Wagtails to be at least one hundred and fifty. 

DAVID SETH-SMITH. 
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REDWINGS SINGING IN NOVEMBER. 
ON November 21st, 1936,1 was at Ashridge, Bucks, and noted 
a flock of about forty Redwings (Turdus musicus) in some 
trees near the large beech wood. These birds were " recording" 
sufficiently loudly to rivet the attention of several people who 
were walking along the private road to Ashridge Park. 

I have failed to find any mention of Redwings doing this 
at such an early date after arrival, and in view of this, and 
of Mr. E. M. Nicholson's remarks in his Songs of Wild Birds, 
p. 140, where he mentions the song as being heard from late 
February to departure and also quotes Mr. Alexander as 
saying it may be heard occasionally from October to February, 
I thought that the record might be of interest. 

I have described the notes as " recording," but they were 
actually more like a true song than any I remember to have 
heard from this species on any previous occasion. 

H. RAIT KERR. 

BLACK REDSTART IN INNER LONDON. 
DURING the spring and early summer of 1936 a number of 
observers had opportunities of watching the unusual sight of 
a Black Redstart (Phoenicurus 0. gibraltariensis) in summer 
quarters in the middle of London. Apparently it first arrived 
at or very soon after the end of April, when I heard occasional 
snatches of its song from my house in Marsham Street, but 
for some days these were swamped by traffic sounds and by 
the noise of intense building activity in the neighbourhood, 
so that although the likeness of the song to a Black Redstart's 
had several times struck me I never imagined that a wild 
bird of this species could possibly be occupying a territory 
within a quarter of a mile of Westminster Abbey. 

On May 6th, however, I located the singer perched on the 
topmost part of a tall office building, about a hundred feet 
above the ground and was astonished to find that it was a 
Black Redstart. Further investigation next day showed that 
it had several different singing stands, all on the corners of 
roofs of the very high new barrack-like buildings charac
teristic of this part of London, the extreme distance between 
the favoured posts being more than 300 yards. The bird 
would sing on one roof for up to half an hour, in brief snatches, 
occasionally shifting to another perch, and finally flying off 
with a rather weak, dipping but direct flight to a stand at 
the other end of his territory. Apparently the song became 
infrequent about 9.30 to 9.45 a.m., but it was not until 
May 19th that I was able to trace the singer to a feeding-
ground. This was a cleared building site, grown up with tall 
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weeds between Romney Street and Horseferry Road, in the 
middle of his observed territory. He fed among House-
Sparrows without disturbance, and the closer and better 
views obtainable here confirmed that he was a young male, 
in completely dusky slate plumage of varying shades, except 
for the characteristic reddish brown tail. 

On the previous day a hen Black Redstart was captured 
unharmed in the botany galleries of the British Museum in 
Cromwell Road, two miles distant, and was taken to the 
Bird Room where it was identified by Mr. N. B. Kinnear, but 
to my disappointment this hen was not brought to West
minster but released on the spot. From May 19th the 
Westminster bird became extremely elusive, and although 
snatches of his song were occasionally heard in the early 
morning, it was not until June 8th that I had another view 
of him as he flew past my house singing on the wing. The 
weather had turned warmer-and sunnier and a great burst of 
song occurred this dayand the next. On June 9th Mr. Michael 
Milne-Watson saw him singing on the weather-vane of the 
Gas Light and Coke Company's office in Horseferry Road in 
the middle of the morning—after his usual singing hours. 
The same morning, five minutes after leaving him in full 
song above Marsham Street, I heard snatches of song from 
an office block opposite St. James's Park Station, 600 yards 
away, and the next morning one was in full song on Central 
Hall, Westminster, about the same distance from his known 
territory, and in a similar direction. 

I was inclined to believe that this must be a second bird, 
but as no more was seen or heard from this date on of the 
Black Redstart near my house it is possible that the two 
last-mentioned occurrences are due to the same bird shifting 
territory by degrees, as unmated males often do. 

Although I was already familiar with the species and its 
song on the Continent, and had the good fortune to be living 
in the middle of its territory, it was certainly several days 
before I recognized its presence, and nearly another fortnight 
before I was able to watch the bird otherwise' than in flight 
or on high buildings against the light. I am convinced that 
it would be possible for this inconspicuous species to live in 
parts of central London for considerable periods without 
being discovered, and the fact that two out of three breeding-
season records for the species in Inner London are for the 
Natural History Museum strongly suggests that the species 
is overlooked unless it happens to settle down for some time 
at a place under exceptionally close ornithological observation. 
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When silent its chances of discovery are very slight, and even 
the song is so swamped by traffic that a wait of up to five 
minutes may be needed to hear it distinctly in some momen
tary lull. E. M. NICHOLSON. 

MOVEMENTS OF HEDGE-SPARROWS IN WESTERN 
SCOTLAND. 

As so little has, up to the present, been written about the 
movements of Hedge-Sparrows in Western Scotland the 
following notes may be of interest. As I have already shown 
(antea, p. 259) the Hedge-Sparrows of Renfrewshire, north 
Ayrshire and west Lanarkshire are referable to the race 
described from the Hebrides (Prunella m. hebridium). The 
great majority of the birds in these counties appear to be 
strictly resident throughout the year, and such movements 
as there are appear to be of a partial character. There is, 
however, a noticable southward movement lasting from 
mid-September to the end of October and early November 
with a corresponding one in the opposite direction at the end 
of February and the beginning of March. At these seasons 
I have frequently found single birds in very lonely districts, 
where at other times they are practically unknown, while 
parties of four to twelve are to be met with on sewage farms 
and other places where the birds do not nest, and their stay 
in these places is of short duration. PHILIP A. CLANCEY. 

DUPLICATE NEST-BUILDING BY SWALLOW. 
A CASE of duplicate nest-building by a Swallow (Hirundo 
r. rustica) occurred in a calf-shed in South Carmarthenshire 
during 1936 ; here on August 3rd two freshly lined nests, each 
with two eggs, were found about 8 inches apart and separated 
by a beam. At a second visit to the shed on August 18th the 
nests were found to be as before ; on this occasion I hid and 
watched; the bird came in and sat on one nest for a minute 
and then moved over to the other. A further visit on August 
21st (by which time the eggs should certainly have hatched) 
showed no change, and as the bird did not enter during a 
wait of twenty minutes, it seems likely that the eggs had been 
rendered infertile owing to the divided attention of the 
adult. J. F. THOMAS. 

REFLECTED COLOUR OF NIGHTJAR'S EYES. 
I DO not know whether any observations have been made on 
the reflected colours of birds' eyes but if riot the following may 
be worth recording. 

Driving along a by-road in the New Forest in the dark 
I saw two tiny points of green light on the ground in the 
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middle of the road. Expecting to find these were due to the 
illumination by the car lights of the eyes of some small 
mammal I was surprised, on nearing them, to find they were 
the lighted up eyes of a Nightjar (Caprimulgus europaeus). 

GEO. MARPLES. 
[Dr. S. H. Long had a similar experience in Norfolk in 1926 

and related it to me shortly after.—N.F.T.] 

MARSH-HARRIER WINTERING IN NORFOLK. 
AN immature female Marsh-Harrier (Circus ceruginosus) is still 
(February 13th, 1937) with us at Hickling. It came very near 
to the Lodge this morning, but has been seen for weeks past. 
This is the first time I have ever known one to winter here. 

One can only assume that this is one of the Hickling or 
Horsey youngsters of last season. JIM VINCENT. 

COMMON EIDERS IN KENT. 
As the Eider (Somateria mollissima) is rarely recorded from 
the south coast I must report finding a female dead at Little-
stone on November 30th, 1936. The bird had evidently died 
of starvation, but I could not find any oil on it. 

NORMAN H. JOY. 

ON January 20th and again on February 2nd, 1937, I saw a 
female Common Eider (Somateria m. mollissima) on the sea 
off Hythe. On both days it swam in close to one of the 
breakwaters and appeared to be pecking off and eating the 
barnacles that encrust it. A. V. STONE. 

RARE BIRDS IN AND NEAR LONDON. 
THE great easterly gale of January 28th and 29th, 1937, was 
doubtless responsible for blowing inland a number of birds 
normally at sea at this time of year. So many of these were 
seen on the 31st, and on the following day (February 1st) 
that we think a list of these rarities is worth recording. 

On the Round Pond, Kensington Gardens, there was a 
Red-necked Grebe (Podiceps griseigena), a first record for 
Inner London. 

At Barn Elms there was also a Red-necked Grebe and a 
Black-throated Diver (Colymbus arcticus) the latter being 
detected by Mr. Donald Gunn. 

At Staines another Black-throated Diver was present, as 
well as a Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator) detected 
by Mr. W. E. Glegg, and a Black-necked Grebe (Podiceps 
nigricollis). 

On February 1st the Red-necked Grebe was still on the 
Round Pond and in addition a Slavonian Grebe (Podiceps 
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auritus) was seen on the Serpentine, just east of the Bridge. 
This is a second record for Inner London. A third Black-
throated Diver was seen the same morning by Macpherson 
on the river some little distance below Barnes Railway 
Bridge. A. HOLTE MACPHERSON. 

G. CARMICHAEL LOW. 
E. G.PEDLER. 

GREAT AND SOOTY SHEARWATERS OFF THE 
HEBRIDES. 

FURTHER to the notes already published (antea, pp. 174-5) the 
following occurrences of Great Shearwaters (Puffinus gravis) 
and Sooty Shearwaters (P. griseus) were noted on board the 
S.S. Hebrides. 

On September 20th, 1936, on a morning of moderate SSE. 
wind, following a night of thick fog, nineteen Great Shear
waters and five Sooty Shearwaters passed close, all flying 
south-westerly in twos and threes. We were steaming between 
position 2 miles E. (magnetic) of Muldoanich Island (near 
Barra) and Rudha Na-h-Ortaig (South Uist). 

October 21st, 1936 (a day of fresh westerly wind and 
visibility moderate to poor)—in position 3 miles S.E.JE. 
(magnetic) of Muldoanich Island (near Barra) three Great 
Shearwaters followed us till we were abeam of that island. 

On November 4th, 1936, in the Sea of the Hebrides, 12 to 16 
miles north-west of Gunna Sound, three Great Shearwaters 
flew close alongside, passing us and vanishing ahead—all 
flying north-westerly. D. MACFARLANE. 

A. MACRAE. 

AVOCET IN CAMBRIDGESHIRE IN WINTER. 
ON January 17th, 1937, Mr. J. L. R. Baiss and I saw an 
Avocet (Recurvirostra avosetta) at the Cambridge Sewage 
Farm. We watched it for a considerable time feeding on 
one of the tanks, in several inches of water. It was seen again 
in the afternoon by two other members of the Cambridge 
Bird Club, Messrs. R. N. Ticehurst and L. H. Bowen, but 
had apparently gone the next morning, after heavy wind and 
rain. Subsequently, however, it reappeared and was seen 
frequently by various observers including Miss Turner and 
Mrs. Brindley until January 28th. The black and white of its 
plumage was remarkably clear cut and it appeared to be an 
adult. 

This species is not frequently recorded in the British Isles 
in winter, and in addition is new to the Cambridge county 
list. K. B. ROOKE. 



VOL. XXX.] NOTES. 325 

BLACK-TAILED GODWITS IN CARMARTHENSHIRE 
IN WINTER. 

MANY reports have recently appeared in British Birds of 
increasing numbers of Black-tailed Godwits (Limosa I. limosa) ; 
as these have for the most part occurred in autumn, it may be 
of interest to state that a large flock has been watched during 
the present winter on the Carmarthenshire coast. The birds 
were first noticed on December 20th, 1936, but probably they 
had been there for some time. On December 23rd an accurate 
count was possible and gave 48; further visits at intervals of 
about a week until January 16th, 1937, showed that there 
were roughly 40 each time. J. F. THOMAS. 

ACTION OF JACK SNIPE IN FEEDING. 
ON December 6th, 1936, in company with two friends, I paid 
my weekly visit to the South Norwood Sewage Farm, Elmers 
End, Beckenham. From one of the flooded fields we flushed 
a Jack Snipe (Lymnocryfites minimus) which as usual soon 
took cover in a muddy gully some twenty yards away. About 
ten minutes later we approached the gully and watched the 
Jack going through an amazing performance. Its whole body 
seemed to be swinging up and down as if held from above by 
an invisible spring. 

Eventually we approached to some fifteen feet behind the 
bird and upon using glasses we could clearly see every move
ment it made. It was feeding. With every footstep forward its 
body was raised and lowered two or three times. The neck 
and head were held down with the bill on the forward slant. 
The up-and-down movement was in no way connected with 
the bird's feet. With every advance of about one foot (12 
inches) the Jack stopped walking, and whilst the feet remained 
motionless the body movement continued for a time. Then 
when this movement had ceased the bird thrust its bill into 
the mud, first to right then directly in front of it and then to 
the left; every time making one clean thrust. 

This procedure went on for about eight to ten minutes 
whilst we watched, but unfortunately was curtailed by our 
closer approach. G. E. MANSER. 

BLACK-BACKED AND HERRING-GULLS AND RAVENS 
FEEDING ON ANTS. 

IN view of " F. C. R. J.'s " statement (antea, p. 261) t ha t " ants 
have not been recorded as food of Larus f. graellsii or L. 
argentatus," it may be important to record that both these 
gulls feed liberally on ants in the air, on the ground and in the 
water, when these insects are making impressive marriage 
flights over Skokholm Island, Pembrokeshire, on calm days 
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in August and September—the fact is recorded in my notes 
each year since 1928 (to 1936). The ant which is most 
numerous on Skokholm is Myrmica scabrinodis Nyl. The 
fecundated females seem to be eaten most eagerly, doubtless 
on account of their greater size, the males being very in
significant. The former are picked up from the ground in 
the latter half of the day when the nuptials are finishing, 
and the ants are literally raining to the ground. A great 
many drop into the sea, especially if a slight air drifts the 
nuptial flights away from the island. For instance, on 
September ist, 1928, the sea between Skokholm and Grassholm 
was heavily sprinkled with the floating bodies of M. scabrinodis 
carried from Skokholm by a light east wind and a west-
going current, when both Gulls were seen to be swimming in 
search of and feeding on the ants in the water in the afternoon. 

Though these Gulls seem to prefer picking the ants up on 
the ground, they will also take them in the air. On August 
30th, 1936, for example, I watched a curious assemblage of 
birds hawking ants in flight. Three adults and several 
juveniles of Larus marinus, some twelve adult L. f. graellsii 
and many adult and juvenile L. argeniatus (among the last 
were probably a few juvenile L. f. graellsii), together with 
two adult and three juvenile Ravens (Corvus c. corax), were 
taking ants at about 250 feet above Skokholm, large flights 
of M. scabrinodis and a few of Acanthomyops niger L. having 
been released from ant-colonies that day. This is the first 
record I have of Ravens taking ants on the wing; they 
were, however, working at the task with far less zeal than 
the Gulls. 

It may also be worth recording that on August 21st and 
22nd, 1936, crane-flies (Tipulae) appeared in unusually large 
numbers over the south-west coast of Pembrokeshire, and on 
these dates many adult and juvenile L. marinus and L. 
argentatus were seen to be hawking in the air after these flies. 
On the 22nd, and afterwards, gull castings on Skokholm and 
elsewhere on the coast were found composed solely of huge 
numbers of the expressed and juiceless corpses (wings, legs 
and skin complete, though crushed) of crane-flies. 

R. M. LOCKLEY. 

LATE SAND-MARTIN IN HERTFORDSHIRE.—Mr. R. S. Hark-
ness informs us that he saw a Sand-Martin (Riparia riparia) 
at the Tring Reservoirs on November ist, 1936. 

BEWICK'S SWANS IN MERIONETHSHIRE.—In connexion with 
the note on this subject (antea, p. 262) Mr. M. C. Wainwright 
informs us that on January ist, 1937, he identified five 
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Bewick's Swans (Cygnus bewickii) amongst some Mute Swans 
on the Penrhyndeudraeth side of the Traeth Mawr. 

PINK-FOOTED GOOSE IN CO. WEXFORD.—Mr. A. E. Williams 
informs us that a Pink-footed Goose (Anser brachyrhynchus) 
shot on North Slob, Wexford, was sent to him on January 4th, 
1937-

SLAVONIAN GREBE INLAND IN KENT.—The Rev. J. R. Hale 
informs us that he watched a Slavonian Grebe (Podicefts 
auritus) on a lake at Boxley, near Maidstone, on February 
7th, 1937, and that it stayed there for a week. 

A number of Grebes and some Divers of different species 
appear to have visited inland waters in various parts of the 
country and we should be glad if readers would send brief 
particulars of such occurrencies. 

AVOCET RECORDED FOR ARGYLLSHIRE.—With reference to 
our comments in the last number (antea, p. 299) under this 
heading, Mrs. MacAlister who observed the bird writes to us 
giving entirely satisfactory evidence for its correct identifica
tion as an Avocet and an adult. It cannot be too strongly 
stressed that published records of rare birds seen should 
contain in themselves sufficient evidence of identification to 
enable a reader at the time or in the future to judge of the 
correctness of the identification. 


	Notes
	Types of British birds in the Tring collection
	On some parasites obtained from birds on Skokholm Island
	Winter gathering of Pied Wagtails in London suburb
	Redwings singing in November
	Black Redstart in inner London
	Movements of Hedge-Sparrows in western Scotland
	Duplicate nest-building by Swallow
	Reflected colour of Nightjar's eyes
	Marsh-Harrier wintering in Norfolk
	Common Eiders in Kent
	Rare birds in and near London
	Great and Sooty Shearwaters off the Hebrides
	Avocet in Cambridgeshire in Winter
	Black-tailed Godwits in Carmarthenshire in winter
	Action of Jack Snipe in feeding
	Black-Backed and Herring-Gulls and Ravens feeding on Ants
	Late Sand-Martin in Hertfordshire
	Bewick's Swan in Merionethshire
	Pink-footed Goose in Co. Wexford
	Salvonian Grebe inland in Kent
	Avocet recorded for Argyllshire


