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NOTES FROM RESERVOIRS AND SEWAGE 
FARMS. 

BROOKLANDS SEWAGE FARM, SURREY, 1936. 
IN 1936 for the first time I visited Brooklands sewage farm 
regularly in the spring, going twenty times between the 
beginning of May and mid-June. As a consequence there was 
found to be a well-defined spring passage, and among the 
more interesting birds observed were Temminck's Stint, 
Bar-tailed Godwit, Grey Plover and Black Tern. Mr. Howard 
Bentham informs me that Temminck's Stint has never before 
been recorded in Surrey. 

In autumn also I paid the farm a greater number of visits 
than in former years, averaging once every two or three days 
from mid-July to mid-September. A good variety of species 
was seen, but the commoner waders, such as Dunlin and 
Ringed Plover, were present in very small numbers, as noted 
on previous occasions at this farm (see antea, Vol. XXVIII, 
pp. 342-3). 

YELLOW WAGTAIL (Motacilla f. ravi) .—Still one on September 29th. 
SHELD-DOCK (Tadorna tadorna).—On May 7th a t 6.50 p.m. seven 

came down on to the water, with their deep, bleating spring call. 
Immediately on settling they began posturing in courtship or 
antagonistic attitudes and showed themselves to be three pairs and an 
odd bird. One pair on May 14th and again on May 29th. 

TEAL (Anas c. crecca).—A pair on several dates in May, and three 
drakes on May 28th. 

W I G E O N (Anas penelope).—Three on September 7th, an early da t e ; 
one on the 14th and six on the 16th. 

PINTAIL (Anas a. acuta).—A pair feeding busily on May 7th, and a 
drake on the 14th. (It is worth noting that on May 28th I saw a drake 
a t Littleton reservoir, Middlesex, five miles away). On August 13th 
there were two in eclipse which appeared tired and hungry ; this is 
unusually early for autumn migration. 

SHOVELER (Spatula clypeata).—One or two pairs present throughout 
May. On June n t h a flock of 9 drakes came in and settled on the farm, 
but only stayed a few minutes. 

R I N G E D PLOVER (Charadrius h. hiaticula).—Spring passage lasted 
throughout May and the first half of June. In autumn birds were not 
seen until August 20th and from then up to September 2nd. 

G R E Y PLOVER (Squatarola s. squatarola).—One on May 26th and 
27th in almost complete summer plumage. On the 27th there was a 
second bird which stayed until the 30th. 

R U F F (Pkilomachus pugnax).—Two on March 28th, and three on 
April 22nd. 

DUNLIN (Calidris alpina).—On both spring and autumn migration 
numbers never exceeded three. 

CURLEW-SANDPIPER (Calidris testacea).—Three on September 14th 
and 16th. 

LITTLE STINT (Calidris minuta),—One on August 24th and 26th; 
one on September 14th and 16th and three on the 18th (antea, p . 195). 
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TEMMINCK'S STINT (Calidris temminckii).—One on May 29th. I t was 
first seen when flushed from a bank along which I was walking and it 
flew ofi calling " t irri t t t irri t t ," a very different sound to the " chick " 
call of the Little Stints seen in September. I got within 25 yards of it, 
unfortunately in a hollow so tha t I could not see its legs, and when it 
flew it showed a straight white stripe down each side of the tail. I t 
had a short, dark, straight bill. The underparts were white, breast and 
back grey-brown without any definite markings, giving the appearance 
of a diminutive Common Sandpiper, but a little more brown in colour. 
I t was smaller than a Pied Wagtail which was near it. Within an hour 
I was examining skins in Mr. H. F . Witherby's collection which con
firmed my opinion that the bird was a Temminck's Stint. 

GREEN SANDPIPER (Tringa ochropus).—As in previous years this 
bird was seen only in autumn, with a maximum of four on August 
n t h and 14th. 

REDSHANK (Tringa t. totanus).—Between 20 and 30 on most May 
visits. 53 were counted on June 14th, probably the assembling of 
locally reared broods. Very few after the end of July. 

GREENSHANK (Tringa nebularia).—One on May 14th. One from 
August 4th to n t h and two on the 13th and 14th. 

BAR-TAILED GOD WIT (Limosa I. lapponica).—A red bird on May 4th. 
BLACK-TAILED GOD WIT (Limosa I. limosa).—Four on August 10th, 

one of which was still in full summer plumage. They were still present 
on the n t h , but only one on the 13th. 

CURLEW (Numenius a. arquata).—One heard flying over on August 
8th. 

SNIPE (Capella g. gallinago).—An early autumn passage reaching its 
peak about the middle of August is noticed annually. In 1936 the 
largest number was about 35 on August 24th. 

BLACK T E R N (Chlidonias n. niger).—Two arrived about 7 p.m. on 
May 27th. 

BLACK-HEADED GULL (Larus r. ridibundus).—Numbers were lowest 
in April, had reached 92 on June 5th and the maximum of about 400 
on July 13th. 

COMMON GULL (Larus c. canus.)—Two immatures on May 27th and 
one the following day. Again two immatures on August 18th and three 
on the 28th. 

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus fuscus).—Four immatures on 
May 18th, two on June 7th, and an adult on September 7th. 

P. A. t>. HOLLOM. 

ALTRINCHAM SEWAGE FARM, CHESHIRE, 1936. 
The following notes have been compiled from the observa

tions of Messrs. E. L. Arnold, R. Storey, G. G. Uttley, S. B. 
Wood and myself. Waders were plentiful as usual : Curlew-
Sandpipers were rather more numerous than in the last few 
years, though never so many as were seen some years ago ; 
Spotted Redshanks may now be regarded as annual visitors 
in small numbers. A Garganey was a new visitor to the farm. 
Except where initials are given, several observers joined in 
the observations recorded. 

W H I T E WAGTAIL (Motacilla a. alba).—One April 22nd and 24th 
(S. B. W.). A pair on May 1st (E. L. A.). 
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SHELD-DUCK (Tadorna tadorna).—Two on September 8th (S, B. W.). 
TBAL (Anas c. crecca).-—Sixty on March 2nd (A. W. B.). 
GARGANEY (Anas querquedula).—A drake on May 12th (S. B. W.). 
R I N G E D PLOVER (Charadrius hiaticula).—In every" month from April 

to November; 21 on May 13th the largest number seen. 
GOLDEN PLOVER (Charadrius apricarius).—Visits the " mud-flats " 

in the farm only rarely, as on April 18th, September 3rd, October 8th 
and December 27th—up to twenty in number. I t is clear tha t the 
feeding habits of this species must differ greatly from those of most 
wading birds, for a large flock may be seen on meadow land just outside 
the farm (300 on September 5th) and yet few come for food to the mud. 
Lapwings, however, frequent the farm in great numbers. 

TURNSTONE (Arenaria i. interpres).—One on May 9th (S. B. W.) ; 
seven on August 26th (A. W. B.). 

R U F F (Philomachus pugnax),—First seen on March 15th; on three 
days in April, one and two; one on July 19th; two, August 26th ; 
throughout September varying in number from one to n ine ; one on 
October 4th. 

KNOT (Calidris c. canutus).—One on August 21st (I. W.) and October 
n t h (G. G. U.). 

DUNLIN (Calidris alpina).—Throughout the year from February to 
December. As usual most plentiful in July and August. Sixty on July 
19th and fifty in mid-August. Between twenty and thirty on various 
days in December 

CURLEW SANDPIPER (Calidris testacea).—First seen on August 12th— 
two, one of which was in summer plumage ; one on August 2 i s t ; from 
September 5th to 29th from one to nine or more ; two on October x i th . 

LITTLE STINT (Calidris minuta).—First seen (two) on September 
24th ; two September 26th and 27 th ; three September 29th ; four 
October 4 th ; one October 8 th ; one on November 29th and December 
1st. 

COMMON SANDPIPER (Tringa hypoleucos).—As in other years most 
numerous in July—about ten on July 19th ; it is evident tha t there is a 
regular movement in the second half of July. First seen April 9 t h ; 
last September 27th, 

GREEN SANDPIPER (Tringa ochropus).—Seen only one at a t ime : on 
March 15th, July 2nd; thiee times in August; four times in September; 
on October 23rd and November 8th. 

REDSHANK (Tringa t. totanus).—Throughout the year usually in 
scores ; greatest numbers late in August and in September when about 
100 were present. On October 5th one was found dead which had been 
ringed on July 13th, 1936, by Mr. R. E. Knowles a t Langley, near 
Macclesfield, Cheshire, in the hilly country sixteen miles to the south
east. 

SPOTTED REDSHANK (Tringa erythropus).—One on January 7th and 
n t h , February 17th, April 16th, August 7th and from September 5th 
to September 27th ; on September 9th three were present. 

GREENSHANK (Tringa nebularia).—One on August 12th, and one on 
three days between September 16th and 26th. 

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT (Limosa I. limosa). Seen only in April; first 
seen on April 2nd ; on April 8th and April 16th to 19th. 

CURLEW (Numenius a. arquata).—Like the Golden Plover the Curlew 
rarely comes down to the settling-tanks in the farm and usually flies 
over without joining the other waders. August 26th nine circled over 
the farm for some time and dropped headlong for a considerable distance 
but did not settle (A. W. B.). 
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SNIPE (Capella g. gallinago).—Most abundant in August and 
September. 

BLACK TERN (Chlidonias n. nis,er).—One from September 3rd to 
September 9th. 

COMMON TERN [Sterna h. hirundo).—On July 19th one (A. W. B.) ; 
on September 16th three which were of this species or S. macrura 
(S. B. W.). A. W. BOYD. 

STAFFORDSHIRE RESERVOIRS, 1936. 
The water level of Bellfields reservoir which fell so low in 

1934 and 1935, reached its normal height early in 1936, but 
the number of duck was never so great as it was some years 
ago. The following notes refer to this reservoir, except when 
Gailey Pool is actually mentioned. 

Mr. H. G. Alexander visited the reservoir on a number of 
occasions and has most kindly sent me his notes. My own 
visits during the year were fewer than usual. 

H O B B Y (Falco s. subbuteo).—A male was seen on August 18th by 
Mr. H. G. Alexander in company with Messrs. F . R. Barlow and 
J. D. Wood. I t is recorded that a pair nested not far away some seventy 
years ago. 

G R E Y LAG-GOOSE (Anser anser).—On May 2nd two were feeding on a 
grassy point jutting out into the reservoir and flew out on to the water 
as I drew near ; they swam about together and were still there when 
I left the reservoir. This goose is little known in Staffs. 

SHELD-DUCK (Tadorna tadorna).—On April 18th one at Gailey 
(H. G. A.). 

MALLARD (Anas p. platyrhyncha).—Fewer than usual ; an increase in 
September and October. TEAL (A. c. crecca).—Showed an increase in 
mid-August and again at the end of October. W I G E O N (A. penelope).— 
Though in smaller numbers than usual (two to three hundred in March 
and November), stayed rather later than usual in spring—eighty to 
ninety on April n t h ; about eighteen on April 18th and six on May 
2nd. SHOVELER {Spatula clypeata).—Rather fewer than in most years ; 
about thirty March 22nd and October 30th, the maximum number 
seen. Nest with nine eggs on May 2nd. 

POCHARD (Nyroca f. ferina).—Almost always seen on both reservoirs 
but fewer than usual ; 116 at Gailey on March 1st, the greatest number 
seen. 

TUFTED DUCK (Nyroca fuligula).—Fewer than usual; bred as in other 
years. 

GOLDENEYE (Bucephala c. clangula).—Far fewer than usual. None 
seen between April 18th (three at Gailey) and October 30th (six a t 
Bellfields). 

LONG-TAILED DUCK (Clangula hyemalis).—Two immature birds were 
seen on December 26th by Messrs. H. G. Alexander and W. E. Kenrick ; 
there are only-two or three well-authenticated records of this duck in 
Staffordshire and none since 1907. 

GOOSANDER (Mergus m. merganser).—On February 3rd about fifteen 
and four a t Gailey (H. G. A.) ; on March 1st, eleven to fourteen and one 
a t Gailey (A. W. B.) ; on December 26th, one at Gailey (H. G. A.). 

CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax c. carbo).—Single birds seen August 18th, 
September 14th, November 20th, December 26th a t Gailey and 
Bellfields (A. W. B. and H. G. A.). 

D I 
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BLACK-NECKED GREBB (Podkeps n. nigricollis).—On July 2nd one 
(H. G. A.), and one on September 14th. 

R I N G E D PLOVER (Charadrius hiaticula).—One on June 1st. 
LAPWING (Vanellus vanettus).—As usual very large numbers in 

autumn. Thousands at the end of October and the end of December 
(H. G. A.). 

DUNLIN (Calidris alpina),—Two on March 22nd (H. G. A.) ; far fewer 
than usual. 

GREEN SANDPIPER (Tringa ochropus).—One on July 2nd (H. G. A.). 
BAR-TAILED GODWIT (Limosa I, lapponica).—On May 2nd one flew 

down to the water's edge from the N.W. and settled on the weedy 
bank. The only other record for Staffordshire during this century 
was of two at West Bromwich in 1930 (antea, Vol. XXIV., p. 280). 

JACK-SNIPE (Lymnocryptes minimus).—On October 30th seven and 
perhaps nine on November 20th (H. G. A.). 

BLACK-HEADED GULL (Larus r. ridibundus) .•—About 100 on February 
3rd and usually up to about fifty except in the months May to August. 
One on June 1st (H. S. A. and A. W. B.). 

COMMON GULL {Lams c. canus).—One or two February 9th and one 
December 26th (H. G. A.). 

HERRING-GULL (Larus a. argentatus).—-H. G. A. saw about twenty on 
February 9th ; two on March 1st. 

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus fuscus).—On March 22nd and 
October 30th (H. G. A.). 

COOT (Fulica a. atra).—Numbers vary to a remarkable degree. On 
August 18th H. G. A. found over 300 present ; and on September 14th 
I reckoned that there were well over 1,000 a t one end of the reservoir. 

A. W. BOYD. 
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