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BRITISH TRUST FOR ORNITHOLOGY 

LAPWING HABITAT INQUIRY. 
THE habitat of the Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus) is the subject 
ot the main new inquiry for 1937 organized by the British 
Trust for Ornithology. 

This is not a census, but an endeavour to discover exactly 
what types of ground are preferred by Lapwings at different 
seasons in different parts of the British Isles. At first glance 
the schedule issued by the Trust appears complicated as a 
great many types of habitat are set out, but it will soon be 
realized that those which concern any observer in one area are 
comparatively few and the irrelevant ones can be struck out. 
Indeed the form provides an easy way for the facts ascertained 
to be entered. The observations cover four periods beginning 
on March 20th. For some, with the necessary skill and 
opportunity, it may be possible to make observations on a 
transect of some length, the results of which might be inter
esting when correlated with the facts gathered by the main 
inquiry, which is based on exact local information. 

The careful definitions of possible habitats are an " edu
cation " and, apart from the valuable results which it is to 
be hoped this inquiry will give, those taking part in it will 
become practised in defining habitats with the exactness 
necessary before we can get an idea of the reason tor many 
points connected with special habitats. 

Forms for the inquiry can be obtained on application to 
Mr. W. B. Alexander at the University Museum, Oxford. 

REDWINGS SINGING IN NOVEMBER. 
I AM glad to see Mrs. Rait Kerr's note on this subject (antea, 
p. 320). In the " Chart of Bird Songs " published in British 
Birds, Vol. XXIX, p. 190 (Dec. 1935) I gave the Redwing's 
song as occasional from late October to early December, and 
rather more frequent after Christmas. I also explained that 
this referred, not to the choral warbling in the tree-tops, 
which one frequently hears, but to the short, rich bar of song 
which is more rarely heard. From Mrs. Rait Kerr's 
description, it seems clear that this was what she heard. 
Going through my records for the past few years I find that 
in 1929 I heard this louder song in November, in 1930 in 
November, in 1931 not at all in the autumn, in 1932 in 
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November and December, in 1933 not before the end of the 
year, in 1934 in November and December, in 1935 in December, 
in 1936 not at all in the autumn. 

Doubtless the chief reason why I hear this song so much 
more frequently than some other observers is that a flock of 
Redwings spends nearly every winter on meadows that I 
pass three or four times almost daily. But I have not 
infrequently heard it in spring in other parts of the country too. 

H. G. ALEXANDER. 

REFERRING to the note on " Redwings singing in November," 
I have numerous records of their doing so in October and 
November. 

The first Redwing flocks frequent derelict land overgrown 
with berried thorn trees, in the Evesham district, and warbling 
is of frequent occurrence whenever the early morning or late 
afternoon is sunny and calm. The dates below are those on 
which I noted that warbling was " particularly loud," and 
distinctly audible between 100-300 yards distant. 1929, 
Nov. 3rd. ; 1930, Nov. 16th; 1931, Nov. 8th; 1932, Oct. 
26th ; 1933, Oct. 22nd ; 1934, Oct. 28th ; 1935, Nov. 18th ; 
1936, Nov. 20th. 

On the dates mentioned for 1932, 1934, 1935, I noted also 
that " several pairs of birds were chasing each other as 
Mistle-Thrushes do in late August and September, just 
before the mid-summer flock breaks up." A. J. HARTHAN. 

ROBIN SINGING AT NIGHT. 
AT 3.30 a.m. on February 6th, 1937, I heard the song of a 
Robin (Erithacus r. melophilus) which continued at frequent 
intervals from that hour until 4.15 a.m. On the next day at 
3 a.m. I again heard the song continuing up to 3.30 a.m. At 
that time I fell asleep but on February 6th the song did not 
continue beyond 4.15. The bird sang again at 8 a.m. and 
onwards in the garden here (St. John's Wood). In both 
instances the night was dark with starlight and no moon. 

H. RAIT KERR. 

CALL NOTES OF THE WOOD-SANDPIPER. 
DURING the last few years I have had a fair number of Wood-
Sandpipers [Tringa glareola) under observation in East Kent. 
Last year, 1936, drainage operations resulted in the exposure 
of several acres of mud flats, on certain fresh marshes, close 
to the coast; these muds proved attractive to the Wood-
Sandpiper and I saw birds in quite exceptional numbers, 
throughout the months of June and July ; curiously enough— 
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although conditions remained apparently, equally attractive— 
I saw no Wood-Sandpipers at a later date than August 13th. 

Generally speaking the Wood-Sandpiper is a far less wary 
bird than the Green Sandpiper, also its various call notes 
are less shrill and more tremulous, than those of the latter 
bird. Occasionally I have walked to within a few yards of 
small flocks of Wood-Sandpipers feeding on the muds. 

When flushed the Wood-Sandpiper usually rises to a fair 
height, often silently, but sometimes with a call of " tish-it " 
or a slightly guttural " giff-giff." When flying in a desultory 
manner round the marshes the note is a melodious " tishy," 
if in more purposeful flight " tish-eeee," these calls may be 
repeated at intervals or emphasized by a quickly uttered 
triple call " tish-eee, tish-eee, tish-eee." On the ground— 
presumably the feeding call—the note is a comparatively 
slowly uttered " tish-wee " or " tish-wee-wee, wee." Although 
I have known small flocks to use these notes when skimming 
over the muds, or flying around companions on the feeding 
grounds. 

The Wood-Sandpiper also has a migration call, a series 
of discordant high pitched notes, which I find impossible to 
put into syllables. The effect of this call is almost magical. 
All the Wood-Sandpipers in the area quickly get on the wing, 
and rising in quite an amazing manner disappear into the blue 
—at a speed which must be seen to be believed. T. C. GREGORY. 

LITTLE GULL IN OXFORDSHIRE. 
AN adult Little Gull (Larus minutus) in fresh condition was 
found dead in a sheep-trough by a shepherd at Taston, near 
Charlbury, Oxfordshire, on February 1st, 1937. Identification 
was confirmed by Mr. B. W. Tucker at the University Museum, 
Oxford. W. D. CAMPBELL. 

ICELAND GULL IN HAMPSHIRE AND SPOTTED 
REDSHANK WINTERING. 

ON a marsh in southern Hampshire I watched an Iceland Gull 
[Larus leucopterus) for several hours on January 31st, 1937. 
The light was bad, and at a distance the bird looked pure 
white, but at close quarters light brown markings were 
apparent on the mantle. The wings, which in flight were long 
and very pointed, extended well beyond the tail when at rest. 
On several occasions I watched the Bristol specimen in 1933-34, 
and so was well acquainted with the bird, which is the fourth 
to be recorded for Hampshire. 

On this same marsh a Spotted Redshank (Tringa erythropus) 
has spent the winter, where other observers besides myself, 
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including Messrs. K. B. Rooke and H. H. Davis, have often 
watched it. K. D. SMITH. 

[I have recently received a record of an almost white 
Iceland Gull (possibly the same bird) seen on February 14th 
in S. Hampshire but about 15 miles to the east. F. C. R. J.] 

IVORY-GULL IN CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 
ON February 27th, 1937, I observed at the Cambridge Sewage 
Farm a bird that was undoubtedly an adult Ivory-Gull 
(Pagophila eburnea). It was quite tame and I was able to 
watch it through field glasses from about twenty yards 
distance. It was on a dry pan and was feeding busily when 
I saw it. The field characteristics from which I identified 
the bird were as follows : Plumage : pure white all over 
including mantle, and no black tips to primaries ; Legs : 
black and short in proportion. Bill: blackish-greenish grey at 
the base and with a dull orange tip. Irides : very dark bron. 

It was difficult to judge the exact size, as the bird was 
solitary, but it was much larger than the Black-headed Gulls 
which were there. The body was very long in comparison 
with its depth and the carriage was curiously distinct. 
Unfortunately the bird had gone by the next morning and so 
the identification was not checked by other observers. 

A. G. STANSFELD. 

EARLY SNOW-BUNTING IN NORFOLK.—Miss J. M. Ferrier 
informs us that she saw a Snow-Bunting (Plectrophenax 
invalis) on Scolt Head Island, on September 8th, 1936—an 
early date. 

CONTINENTAL SONG-THRUSHES IN LANARKSHIRE AND 
RENFREWSHIRE.—Mr. P. A. Clancey informs us that he has 
identified as a specimen of the Continental Song-Thrush 
(Tardus e. philomelus) a bird obtained near Carmunnock, 
Lanarkshire, on January 30th, 1937. The bird was in company 
with several Thrushes of similar appearance. Mr. Clancey 
also states that he has identified two Thrushes of this race 
procured in east Renfrewshire on January 14th and 15th, 
1937 (cf. antea, p. 293). 

BEWICK'S SWANS IN ESSEX.—Messrs. R. L. Collett and E. C. 
Watt write that as there are few records of Bewick's Swan 
(Cygnus bewickii) in Essex they desire to note that they 
observed three adults on the Blackwater Estuary on February 
21st, 1937, and again (when in company with Dr. J. S. Carter) 
on the 28th. 
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GREBES AND DIVERS INLAND.—We have received a number 
of notes on this subject, but as it appears advisable to obtain 
as complete a record as possible before publication we have 
decided to postpone this until the next number. We shall 
be glad if readers would send in all observations not later 
than April 12th. The essential details to be given are :•— 
locality, species, number of each and dates of first and last 
appearance. It should be made clear whether dates refer 
to the first or last dates the birds were actually present 
or whether observations were not made on previous or sub
sequent dates. We shall be glad of further notes on this point 
from those who have already sent in records. 

Any species other than Grebes and Divers rare on inland 
waters, such as Shag and Red-breasted Merganser, should 
also be notified.— H.F.W. 
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