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LETTERS. 

REFLECTED COLOUR OF NIGHTJAR'S EYES. 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—In reference to a letter from Mr. George Brown on this 
subject (antea. p . 356) I would suggest tha t the discrepancy in observ
ations as to the colour of light seen reflected from inside the eyes of 
Nightjars is due to a difference in the direction in which the Nightjar's 
eyes are gazing in different observations. 

There is within the eyes of a large number of birds and animals a 
bluish-green structure at the back of the eye, known as the tapetum. 
This is able to increase the sensitiveness of the retina for vision in 
very dim light. I t does not usually line the whole of the retina, 
but mainly a t the back part of the eye. If, therefore, the observer 
sees the Nightjar's eyes when they are not looking directly towards 
him, i t is likely tha t a pink or reddish colour would be observed ; 
whereas the green light would be seen when the eyes are looking more 
or less directly at the observer. HUMPHREY NEAME. 

SOME F I E L D NOTES ON T H E CHICKADEE. 
To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—During the last few years I have been particularly interested 
in the British Marsh-Tit (Pants palustris dresseri) and Willow-Tit 
(Parus atricapillus kleinschmidti). During a recent visit to North 
America, therefore, I paid great attention to the Chickadee (Parus 
atricapillus atricapillus), of which I saw considerable numbers. More 
especially I tried to note down the song and all the call-notes with a 
view to comparing them with those of the British birds. These 
notes may be enumerated as follows : 

(MASSACHUSETTS, January and March). 
" Chick~a-dee-dee-dee. " Considerable individual variation but gener

ally somewhat softer than the well-known call of P. p. dresseri. 
" Chick-a-(chick-a)-dee," Hurried and tuneless. Unlike either 

British bird. 
" Chay chay." Slurred. As a general rule the chay of P. a. klein

schmidti is slower than tha t of P. p. dresseri. This frequent Chickadee 
call is of the same tempo as that of the latter bird. The note and tone 
seemed to me to be intermediate between the two. (Indeed, there is 
an occasional overlap between the two British birds.) 

" Chay-chay-chay." Rapid. Very like P. p. dresseri. 

" Tew tew." Soft whistle. Much like one of the characteristic 
notes of P. a. borealis in Swedish Lapland, but one tha t I have never 
heard given by P. a. kleinschmidti. 

" Pit-it-ckree." Much like the explosive " Pit-it-choo " of P. p. 
dresseri. 

" Chick-a-chick." \ Hurried, tuneless rattles. 
" Ticky-ticky-ticky." ) Sometimes followed by the slurred chay. 
Song. The Chickadee's song is one of the characteristic sounds of the 

New England deciduous woods. I t is a beautiful high, clear two- or 
three-note whistle, quite unlike any British Titmouse. The southern 
form (carolinensis), which I heard in Georgia and Florida during 
February, has a diagnostic variation of this song—more tremulous and 
divided into four notes. 
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Judging the bird by its call-notes alone it is certainly more reminis
cent of P. p. dresseri than of P . a, kleinschmidti, and its actions too, 
tend in tha t direction. I t travels in parties ; it is most usual in oak 
woods (damp or dry) at all seasons ; it frequents bird tables and there 
eats seeds ; and i t calls almost the whole time, rapidly changing from 
one call-note to another. In all these it strongly reminded me of 
P. p. dresseri, and not of P. a. kleinschmidti. 

In appearance the Chickadee exaggerates P . a. kleinschmidti with 
its conspicuous white wing-patch and rich buff flanks. On my return 
to England I examined the skins in the British Museum with Mr. W. L. 
Sclater. We agreed tha t the colour of the crown of P . a. atricapillus 
came between tha t of P . a. kleinschmidti and P . p. dresseri but was 
definitely nearer the latter. The gloss, though not striking, was quite 
distinct from the mat t of the former. This is the impression tha t one 
gains in the field on a sunny day. L. S. V. VENABLES. 
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